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■imiiiii^ 


KUMBERS,  jdcxiil  50  and  54.  ■    *)fit 

''  And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses^  saying,  ye  shall^it^ldlf) 
•*  the  land  by  lot,  for  an  inheritance  among  your  fanxHie? ; 
"  to  the  more  ye  shall  give  the  more  inheritance,  and  to 
'*  the  fewer  ye  shall  give  the  less  inheritance  :  according 
*^  to  the  tribes  of  your  fathers  ye  shall  inherit*" 

-OlS  the  Scriptures  ascribe  not  only  the  re* 
ligious  and  moral  part  of  the  Jewish  Law 
to  a  divine  original,  but  also  the  civil  code 
and  political  constitution  of  the  Jewish  go* 
vernment;  which,  *  it  has  been  proved,  was 
a  direct  theocracy:  it  becomes  necessary  to 
examine,  how  far  this  constitution  was  cal- 
culated, to  guard  the  freedom  and  uiiioh 
of  the  Jewish  state,  to  secure'  to  its  sub- 
jects of  every  rank  their  just  and  natu- 
ral rights,  and  to  diffuse  a  universal  spirit 
of  industry,  virtue  and  peace.  ,  This  there- 
B  2  fore 

*  Vide  supra«  Vol.  I.  p.  33,  and  the  last  Lecture. 
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fore  shall  be  the  object  of  our  enquiry  in 
this  Lecture;  and  if  it  leads  me  to  reflec- 
tions, which  shall  at  Ht^t  appear  rather  his- 
torical and  political,  than  theological  and 
religious,  yet  the  close  connection  of  the 
topic  with  the  vindication  of  so  important 
a  part  of  Revelation,  as  that  which  describes 
the  Jewish  oeconomy,  will,  I  trust,  plead  my 
excuse. 

The  mode  in  which  property  is  distributed, 
h^.  perhaps,  tlie  chief  influence  in  every 
state,  in  detennining  the  character  and  ef- 
fects of  its  constitution.  Property  carries 
with  it  authority  and  power;  where  the 
lower  classes  are  wholly  destitute  of  it,  they 
are  generally  dependant  and  servile;  while 
those  who  monopolize  it,  are  too  often  ar-^ 
rogant  and  corrupt.  If  there  exists  no 
rank  of  citizens  possessing  moderate  shares 
of  it  with  a  secure  tenure,  there  is  little 
probabiUty  of  finding  any  class  of  society, 
exhibiting  the  purest  virtues,  the  most  use- 
ful industry,  and  the  most  independent  spi- 
rit. Nor  does  any  circumstance  tend  tQ 
inflame  domestic  feuds,  or  expose  to  foreign 
violence,  more  than  an  extremely  unequal 
distribution  or  uncertain  tenure  of  property. 
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In   oonfiraiation  of  these  observations,  I 
need   only  hint  at   the  discord  and  misery 
which   the    want    or   the    violation   ^f   an 
Agrai:ian  Law  produced  in   Rome,  and  the 
praise  which  has   been   ever   given  to    the 
Agrarian  Law  of  Lycurgus.     Yet,  notwith- 
standing the  comparative  superiority  of  the 
Spartan  institutions,   in  this  particular,   they 
were   certainly    attended    with    consid(srable 
defects.     The    division   of  lands  was  there 
jguarded,  by  abolishing  the  use  of  money,  * 
iand  discountenancing  all  commerce;   regu- 
lations forced  and  unnatural,  tending  to  re- 
tard all  improvement,  and  fix  the  nation  to 
that  state  of  semi<-barbarism,  in  which  the 
}egislator  found  it.      Further,    in    order  to 
remove  the  tjemptations  to  accumulate  wealth, 
by  banishing  the  enjoyments  which  usually 
attend  it,   as   well  as  to  promote  the  har- 
dihood of  his  people,   the  Spartan  legislator 
^tablished  public  tables,  where  all  the  citi- 
zens fed  in  common,  on  homely  food;  and 
lie  wrested  childri^n  from  the  mild  superiji- 
tendappe  of  parental  care,  and  placed  them 

under 
*  Vide  Plutaijck  in  I^ycurgus,  and  Polybius,  Lib.  VI. 
Vide  also  Montague  op.  the  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  ancient  Re- 
publics^  cb*  !• 
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6  POLITICAL    PRINCIPLES 

under   a    system    of   public   education  and 
rigorous  discipline.  '  These  regulations  pro- 
duced undoubtedly  the  "effect  he  designed  j 
they  formed  a  hardy  multitude  of  citizens, 
who   regarded   the   state   as    their  common 
parent,  and  considered  each  other  as  equals. 
But  they  also  tended  to  weaken  all  domes- 
tic attachments   and   domestic   virtues ;   pa- 
rental   fondness    and    authority,    filial    love 
and   obedience,    fraternal    affection,    and  all 
the  amiable  charities  of  domestic  life,  could 
have   little    place  in    such    a   system.      But 
this   was    not  yet   the   worst;    what  might 
have   been   most   reasonably   expected   as  a 
necessary  effect  of  an  Agrarian  Law,  seems 
to    be,    a   race   of  laborious   peasantry,   em- 
ployed   in    agriculture,    and    possessing    all 
that  simplicity,  industry  and  peaceable  turn 
of  mind,  which  such  a  class  of  men  natu- 
rally acquire.  But  no  such  existed  at  Sparta : 
the  citizens,  who  were  the  proprietors  of  the 
soil,    disdaining   agriculture,    committed  the 
care    of  their   lands    to  their  slaves ;    they 
were    themselves   excluded  from   commerce, 
they  were  ignorant  of  letters,  they  possessed 
no  amysement  or  occupation  hut  their  pub- 
lic 
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lie  meetings,  and  their  military  e^&erpises. 
Unaccustomed  to  peaceful  arts  and  indus^ 
try,  they  were  ambitious  of  no  praise,  but 
such  as  armj$  could  acquire;  and  this  cir- 
cumstance gradually  led  to  the  neglect  of 
their  legislator's  institutions,  and  the  conse* 
quent  destruction  of  their  polity*  In  vain 
did  Lycurgus;  when  he  formed  all  the  free- 
men into  a  national  militia  for  the  defence 
of  the  state,  forbid  all  offensive  wars  and 
all  distant  omquests.  A  nation  with  whom 
war  was  the  sole  business,  and  the  rulii^ 
passion  of  their  lives,  were  too  ambitious 
and  too  fierce  to  submit  to  any  such  re^ 
straints.  They  rushed  into  offensive  wars, 
they  extended  thei?  dominions;  money  was 
thence  introduced,  first  for  puWic,  then  for 
private  use;  ^  luxury  crept  in,  the  Agrarian 
Law  was  violated,  ai^d  the  Spartian  consti- 
tution« ovcrthrawn. 

I  have  thus  particularly  noticed .  tbe  Spar- 
tan: polity;  because,  in  its  great  b^sis,  the 
distribution  of  landed  property,  it  approaches 
nearer  than  any  qthej:  I  Jcnow  of,  to  th? 
Hebrew  government^  ^which  was  founded  pn 
an  equal  Agrarian  Law.  For,  when  the 
..     i    ■      ^  Cbildrei^ 
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Children  of  Israel  were  smmbered,  hnme*- 
diatdy  before  their  etttrance  into  the  prt>- 
vmed  land)  and  found  (exdu^ve  of  the 
Levites)  to  exceed  600,000  raen^  the  Lord 
said  unto  Moses^  *  **  IXnto  these  tlie  land 
"  shall  be  divided  for  an  inheritance,  ac- 
**  cording  ixi  the  number  of  names:  to  many 
**  thou  shalt  give  the  mong  inheritance^  itnd 
^*  to  the  few  thou  shalt  give  the  less  inbe*- 
^*  ritance:  to  every  one  shall  his  inheritance 
*'  be  given,  according  to  those  that  ivferc 
*'  nufnbered  of  him*  Notwithstanding,  the 
^'  land  $hall  be  divided  by.  lot,  accocdin^ 
*^  to  the  namas  of  the  tribes  jof  their  father* 
"  shall  they  mherit" 

By  this  regulation,  provision  wae  made 
for  the  suj^rt  of  f  600,000  yeonjanry,  witJj 
from  J  six  to.  twenty-five  £|.cre8  of  land 
each.  This  Itod  they  held  independent  of 
all  temporal  superiors,  by  direct  tewure  from 
the  Lord  Jehovah,  their  Sovereign,  by  whosf? 
powc^  they  were  to  acfjuire  their  terntiM[y>j 

an4 

*  Numbers,  xxvi,  5$,  &c. 

t  Numbers,  xxvi.  51,  and  xxxiii.  54. 

X  Vide  Lowmsn  otiOm  Hebrew  Qaf^umtxA^  »h.  dr. 
Vide  ^80  Cunseus  4e  Bepublifoa  Hebrseonun,  cap.  ii.  De 
Lege  Agraria,  et  insstimabili  ejus  Utilitate,  and  Leydeker 
de  Republica  Hebraeorum,  Lib.  V.  cap.  xi.  zii.  xiii.  andtb^ 
Unircrsal  History,  Vol.  L  p.  617;       - 
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.^1^  under  whose  vproliecticHa  <mly  th^  could 
netain  it.  Oil?;  this  '|Mi9ci{Je,  the  feads  so 
distributed  were  uuali^F^ble:  *  ^*  The  lai^ 
"  shall  not  )be  3old  for  ^ever,  «ays  the  Law, 
-foj:  the  land  is  mine,  saith  the  Lord; 
"  ye  ^re  strangers  and  sojourneis  with  me." 
Thus  the  biisis.of  the  Hebrew  constitu? 
tkm  ;W4s  an  equat  Agrarian  Law,  but  this 
Law  was  j^^^ded  by  other  provisions  mosft 
wise  and  salut^.  The  accumulation  of 
deljft,  yras  prevented,  first  by  piofailiit^g  f 
45 very  Jew  trom  aeceptiqg  of  interest  from 
any  of  hi$  feUow-citjzens;  next,  by  esta- 
)>lishing  a  regular  rplease  of  all  debts  every 
fiejv^nth  year,  and  finally,  by  ordaining,  that 
np  lands  could  be  ^icnatad  iw  «ever,  but 
fniist,.  on  each,  year  of  jubilee,  or  aeventl^ 
sabbatic  ywr>  revert  to  the  faanilies '  which 
origiuiaUy  ppsaeteed  -tl^.  Tbie^  without 
absolute^  depriving  « individuals  of  all  tem- 
porary dommion  over  their  landed  property, 
it  rprestablished,  every  iiftieth  ^yeaiy  that 
rorigiiial  ia*d:equa}  fdisttibntion  df  it,  which 
yfia^  tjk  fpund^t^on  pirtho  nadanal  'polky : 
aftd  9i5  the  period  of  such  reversion  was 
•  ,.!,.  ./  J...  ,r?  rt  !.-i-i..'-j;.o/  .^r  fixed 

•  f  teT/xkV.  43. j;  J  fr%TMf(£'mke  Qie  entire  chap, 
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fixed  ^nd  regular,  all  parties  had  due  no- 
tice of  the  terms  on  which  they  negotiated; 
there  was  no  ground  for  puWic  commotion 
tn  private  complaint. 

One  part  of  the  regulation  respecting  the 
release,  in  the  year  of  jubilee;  deserves  our 
notice:  it  did  not  extend  to  *  houses  in 
cities;  these,  if  not  redeemed  within  one 
year  after  they^  were  sold,  were  alienated 
for  ever.  This  circumstance  must  have 
given  property  in  the  country  f  a  decided 
preference  above  property  in  cities  j  and  in- 
duce every  Jew  to  reside  on  and  improve 
his  land,  and  employ  his  time  in  the  cane 
of  flocks,  and  agriculture;  which,  as  they 
had  been  the  occupation  \of  those  revered 
^patriarchs  from  whom  the  Jews  descended, 
were  with  them  the  most  honour9.ble  of  all 
employm^ts.  ;{;  Furtherj  the  original  divi- 
4mn  of  land  was  to  the  several  tribes  ac- 
cording to  their  families^  so  tlmt  each  tritie 
was  settled  in  the  same  county,  and  each 
family  in  the  same  barcmjr  or  hua^red.  Nor 
;^^  ^he  estate  ol  any  iaijpily  in  on^  tribe 
.    •       1  permitted 

.  .  *.  X.eyit.  XXV.  2?^  compared  with  xxix.  and  iii. 
;^Viae  Fleiiry  on  the  Manners  of  the  Israelites,  ch.  iii. 
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pennitted  to  pfass  into  aaother,  even  by  the 
marriage  *  of  an  heiress.  So  that^  not  only 
was  the  origiiml  balance  of  property  pre- 
served, but  the  closest  and  dearest  con-' 
nections  of  affinity  attaphed  to  eaph  other 
the  inhabitants  of  every  vicinage.  Thus  do^- 
mestic  virtue  and  affection  had  a  more  ex- 
tensive  spljere  of  action ;  the  happiness  of 
rural  life  was  increased,  a  general  attention 
to  virtue  and  decorum  was  promoted,  from 
that  natural  emulation  which  each  family 
would  feel,  to  preserve  unsullied  the  repu- 
tation of  their  vicinage ;  and  the  poor 
might  every  where  expect  more  ready  a^; 
fiistailce,  since  th^  implored  it  from  men, 
whose  sympathy  in  their  sufferings  Would 
be  quickened  by  hereditary  friendship  and 
hereditary  connection. 

But,  while  the' Jewish  Agrarian  Law  ser 
cured  the  perpetual  maintenance  of  a  nu»- 
merous,  virtuous  and  independant  yeomanry, 
it  did  not  prevent  the  existence  of^  an 
higher   rank  of  men,    who  should    possess 

superiqr 

'*  Vick  Kumbers,  x^ii.  whigb  directs  ^  <}ue  portion  ^( 
the  inheritance  of  their  tribe  to  be  given  to  the  daughters  of 
Zelophehad^  he  having  no  sons;  and  Numbers,  xxxvi. 
which  dired:s  the  marriages  of  b^irosses  witbilii  th^ir,  owi|[ 
trib^    . 
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isuperior  property  and  ipfliteiice;   a  j'ank  «p 
'essential  to  the  suboxdinatitm  and  tranquii* 
lity  of  social   life*     Such    a  lank  of  antn 
had  always  existed  amoQgst   the  Jews;,  we 
find    thein    bearing    their   due    part  in   tlie 
^lemn  act  of  allegiance,  hy  which  all  Ismcl 
submitted    to  the    sovereignty   of  Jdiovah. 
^  ^^  Ye  stand  all  of  you  this  day/'  says  tlie 
legislator,    "  before  the    Lord    yoiiy    God, 
^*your  captains  of  your  tribes,   your  eldo^ 
^'  and  your  officers,    and    all   the   men   of 
*'  Jsrael;    that  you  should  enter  into  cove- 
^'  niant  with  the  Loid  your  fiod."    We  find 
repeated  notice  taken  of  the  princes  of  the 
tribes  of  their    fathers,  heads  of  thousand^ 
in  Isiad;    jthe  rulers  of  thousands,  of  hun- 
dreds,   of  ^fties,    of  tens,    who  were    civil 
judges  in    lesser    causes,  and    also   eptrustr 
ed  with  the  various  gradations  of  military 
^command.      We  find  twelve  princes  of  the 
tribes,  and  fifty- eight  heads  of  families,  form* 
jng  the  $rst  model  of  the  celebrated  San^ 
hedrim,    and,   by   the    divine    appointn^enl^ 
sharing  the  authority  of  the  legislator,     The 
'princes  of  the  tribes  presided  at  the  origi- 
nal 
^  DeiErt.  xxis.  10;  sdiaNwibers^  i.  and  xi.  16,  and  xsouv. 
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nal  distribution  of  the  lands;  and  tlie  in- 
stance of  Cateb,  who  obtained  for  his  own 
portion  the  mountain  of  Hebroik  with  tt^ 
cities,  proves  they  were  attended  to,  as  it 
was  natural  they  should,  in  the  distiibution 
of  the  national  property.  And  it  has  been 
proved,^  by  geographical  researches,  that  the 
computation  of  territoiy,  which  supposed  a 
distribution  of  from  sixteen  to  twenty-five 
acres  *for  each  of  the  600,000  yeomanr}% 
stin  left  an  abundaiit  overplus,  to  supply 
the  nobility  and  gentry  mth  estates  suita- 
ble to  their  rank,  in  an  age  and  country 
where  the  most  honourable  personages  em- 
ployed themselves  in  agriculture;  and,  though 
hospitable  and  generous,  were  unacquainted 

with 

*  Vide  Lowmaa  pa  the  Hebrew  GoYernmeut^  ch.  iii. 
The  lowest  Gomputation  of  the  extx^nt  of  the  land  of  Judaea, 
makes  it  160  AKiiles  in  length  hy  110  in  breadth,  containing, 
l,1^264gOOO  acres,,  and  giving  above  sixteen  acres  to  each  of 
^  600,0Q0  yeomen  freeholders,  with  an  overplus  of 
I«264,000  acres  for  the  licyitical  cities,  the  princes  of  tribes, 
the  heads  of  £atinilie%  and  other  p^lic  uses.  The  authors  of 
the  Universal  History  state  the  length  to  have  been  about 
seventy  leagues  or  210  miles,  the  breadth  about  thirty 
leagues  or  ninety^aailes.  This  would  give  a  greater  extent, 
VIZ*  18,Q0O  square  miles,  instead  of  17,600.  Vide  Universal 
History,  Vol.  I.  p.  580,  and  the  Abbe  FJeury  on.  the  Man- 
ners of  the  Israelites,  Part  II.  ch.  iii. 
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with  that  expensive  splendor  and  ostenta^ 
tious  magnificence,  which  consumes  the  re- 
venues of  provinces,  in  the  erection  of  pa- 
laces, the  support  of  equipages,  and  tiie  in- 
dulgencies  of  luxury. 

Another  effect  of  the  Mosaic  Agrarian  Law^ 
which  it  is  necessary  to  notice,  was  the  in- 
vincible barrier  which  it  opposed  against  all 
attacks  of  hostile  violence,  and  all  internal 
attempts  on  the  freedom  of  the  Jewish  state. 
It  appears,  that  *  every  freeholder  was  ob- 
liged to  attend  at  the  general  muster  of  the 
national  army,  and  to  serve  in  it  a3  long  as 
occasion  required,  except  oply  sUch  as  could 

*  plead 

*  Dcut.  XX.  5.  These  directions  to  the  officers,  '*to 
"  speak  to  tKe  people,  sayitig,  what  man  is  there  of  you, 
"  that  hath  built  a  new  house,  and  hath  not  dedicated  it,  let 
«'  him  go  and  return  to  his  house,  lest  he  die  in  battle  and 
"  another  man  dedicate  it/'  &c.  pitove  two  things.  First,  that 
all  were  obliged  to  attend  the  summons  to  war,  and  not  de- 
part until  excused  by  the  authority  pf  thejcommanders.  And 
next,  that  the  obligation  to  such  attendance  Was  not  liraited- 
to  the  immediately  approaching  war  on  the  invasion  of' 
Canaan,  but  was  to  be  perpetual.  For  it  would  have  bfeen 
idle  to  talk  of  exempting  th6se  who  had  l)uiH  a  house  and 
not  dedicated  it,  or  planted  a  vineyard  and  not  eaten  the 
fruits  thereof,  from  going  to  war,  at  a  time  when  the  whole 
nation  was  collected  in  camp,  before  they  had  so  much  a» 
entered  on  the  land  they  were  te  settle  in,  and  when  not  a 
single  man  of  them  (at  least  of  nine  tribes  and  a  half)  could 
have  possessed  either  house  or  vineyard. 
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plead  certain  specific  excuses,  stated  by  the 
Law,  and  which  were  formed  with  a  wise  and 
benevolent  attention  to  the  natural  feelings, 
and  even  to  the  pardonable  weaknesses  of 
the  Jiunian  mind.  This  being  the  condition 
on  which  all  landed  property  was  held,  the 
Agrarian  Law  secured,  a  body  of  600,000  men 
enured  to  labour  and  industry,  and  ready  to 
offer  themselves  at  then -country's  call.  And 
to  facilitate  every  military  array,  *  the  princes 

of 

.*  Vide  Lowman  on  thfe  Civil  Govcrhnwiit  >f  Uie  He-* 
bre>vs,  p.  73,  from  comparing  Exodus  xviii.  21,  with 
Numbers  xxxi.  14,  that  the  divis-ibn  of  the  people  for  civil 
purposes^,  was  exactly  the  same  as  that  for  military  purposes. 
la  both  cases  they  were  divided  into  thousands,  hundreds, 
fifties  and  tens,  and  the  chiefs  of  these  numbers  are  in  both 
places  expressed  by  the  same  Hebrew  -^Vord,  ^^mi  aind  in 
the  Septuagint  translation,  the  same  Greek  words,  expressive 
of  military  command,  are  applied  to  both.  It  may  appear 
^n  objection,  that  in  Deut.  xx,  9.  it  is  said  in  our  transation, 
*'  That  wh^n  the  officers  have  made  an  end  of  speaking 
"  unto  the  people,  they  shall  make  captains  of  the  armies 
*'  to  lead  the  people."  But  the  original  Hebrew  appears 
dearly  to  mean,  that  then  the  captains  shall  take  their 
post/  iipB^,  at  the-  head  of  the  arniy,  with  which  sense 
the  Syriac  version  agrees,  vide  Biblia  Waltoni.  Patrick 
observes,  (without  having  the  present  question  at.  all.  in 
contemplation,)  *'  And  if  we  tiansIaM)  the  words  as  they 
'f  may  be  (mt  of  the  Hebrewt  they  shall  place  or  set  cap^in^ 
"  of  the  hosts  in  the  head  or  the  front  of  the  people.  The 
rotatioii  of.  24,000  men>  appointed  to  attend  jon  David  every 

months 
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of  the  tribes^  tjie  heads  of  families,  the  rulers 
over  thousatnds,  atid  hundreds,  and  fifties, 
and  tensj,  who  in  peace  exercised  certain  civil 
offices,  united  ^vith  these  offices  proportion- 
able military  commands,  heading  their  re- 
spective tiibes  and  familieij,  and  determinate 
portions  of  the  militia  of  their  vicinkge.  This^ 
great  body  of  national  yeomanry,  in  #hich 
every  private  landholder  possessed  an  iridepen- 
dent  property,  Was  commanded  by  men  equally 
independent,  respectable  for  their  property, 
their  icivir  ai!<th[ority,  and,  above  all,  their 
revered  ancestors ;  and  acquiring  their*  mili- 
tary rank^  ihnost  by  hereditary  right.  Sueh 
a  body  of  mert,  so  commanded,  presented 
an  insuperable  obs^le  to  treacheT0^$  ambi- 
tion and  political  intrigue,  on  any  design  to 
overturn  the^  Hebrew  constitution,  and  assumq 
despotic  power:   too  strong  to  be  terrified, 

\  too ; 

months  ar^  described  s^  as  to  indicat6.tkeir  bdog  ftrr^nged 
by  this  old  aiMi  familiar  diviston.  *  1.  Chnm.  jxnu  U 
''  Now  the  Children  of  ferael^  after  tl^r  siiinber>  tbe  diMf 
**  fathers^  and  capifcakis  of  thodstnds^aiid  bmdred^  ajad  their 
•*  officers/*  &c.  Lowman  quotes  the  authoritks  of  Harrii%- 
ton^  Sigonius^  Me&ocbius  and  Cahnet,  to  which  we  may  add 
Leydeker,  p.  416,  whose  opinion  is  of  gr«al  weight,  and  the 
authors  of  the  Uniyersal  Histpry,  Book  I.  ch»  vii^  VoL  L 
p.  701. 
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too  opulent  to  be  bribed,  too  attached  to 
each  other  and  to  their  officers  to  be  dis- 
united, any  attempt  to  enslave  such  a  people, 
or  subvert  a  constitution  so  guarded,  would 
have  been  the  extremity  of  madness;  and 
we  may  safely  pronounce,  no  state "  ever 
existed,  where  the  constitution  was  more 
stable,  and  the  national  liberty  more  perfectly 
secure,  than  amongst  the  Jews,  while  they 
obeyed  the  statutes  ordained  by  their  inspired 
Legislator. 

Nor  were  these  institutions  less  wisely 
adapted  to  secure  the  state  against  foreign 
violence,  and  at  the  same  time  prevent  ofFen-^ 
sive  wars  and  remote  conquests,  pursuing  in 
this,  but  by  means  infinitely  more  wisely 
contrived,  and  permanently  effectual,  the 
same  objects  which  Lycurgus  afterwards  at-» 
tempted.  He  in  vain  prohibited  from  en- 
gaging in  ofFi^nsive  wars,  a  people  who  were 
trained  to  no  other  business  than  militaiy 
exercises,  and  sought  no  other  distinction  than 
military  glory.  Far  different  was  the  effect 
of  the  Jewish  Agrarian  Law;  it  provided 
indeed,  a  hardy  body  of  600,000  yeomanry, 
ever  ready  to   protect   their  country  when 

VOL.  II,  c  assailed; 
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assailed;  but  perpetually  employed  as  they 
were  in  agriculture,  attached  to  domestic  life, 
enjoying  the. society  of  friends  and  relatives, 
by  whom  they  were  encircled,  all  war  must 
have  been  to  them,  in  the  highest  degree, 
wearisome  and  odious.  Religion  concurred 
with  their  mode  of  life,  to  prevent  them 
from  being  captivated  by  the  false  splendour 
of  military  glory.  On  returning  from  battle, 
even  if  victorious,  in  order  to  bring  them 
back  to  more  peaceful  feelings,  after  the  rag6 
of  war,  the  Law  ordered,  *  that  they  should 
consider  themselves  as  polhited,  by  this,  per- 
haps, necessary  slaughter,  and  unworthy  of 
thus  appearing  in  the  camp  of  Jehovah ;  they 
were  therefore  to  employ  a  whole  day  in  puri- 
fying themselves,  before  they  were  admitted. 
Besides,  their  force  was  entirely  infantry,  the^ 
Law  forbidding  even  their  kings  to  multiply 
horses  in  their  tKtin;  and  the  ordinance  re- 
quiring the  attendance  of  all  the  males  three 
times  every  year  at  Jerusalem,  proved  the  in- 
tention of  their  Legislator  to  confine  the 
nation  within  the  limits  of  the  promised 
land ;   and   rendered  long  and  distant  wars 

and 
*  Vide  Numbers,  ch.  xixT  13  to  16  5  xxxi.  19^^ 
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and  conquests  impossible,  ^ithotit  ffehotificing 
that  religioii  which  was  infcotporited  \i^ith 
their  whole  civil  polity,  the!  chartdi*  hy  wliicii 
they  held  all  their  property,  and  6iij6ydd  dl 
their  rights. 

in  the  circumstances  of  the  Jewisli  pofity 
we  have  hitherto  considered,  ^tliere  il  som^ 
resemblance  to  the  institutions  of  subseqtifehi 
Lawgivers,  yet  how  decided  is  the  feupferioritj^ 
of  the  Mosaic  code;  but  in  tlie  regiilatiolis 
aS  to  the  trite  of  Levi,  we  see  ah  object  pur- 
sued,   which,    Until  Christianity    was    esta- 
blished, no  l^aw^iver  hui  the  Jewish  thought 
oi  attending  td.     Ministers  of  religion  are 
indeed  found  in  every  statfe:  wherever  any 
idol  was  worshipped,   there  must  have  been 
altafs  and  priests,  there  generally  were  sooth- 
sayers   and^iviners ;    but    such    men  never 
attempted  any  thing  beyond  the  immediate 
performance  of  religious  ceremonies,   or  em- 
ploying that  influence  over  the  public  iliihd, 
which  their  sacred  functions  gave  them,  to 
promote  private  gain,  or,  in  some  instance, 
political  views:   religious  and  moral  instruc- 
tion to  the  gtei't  mass  of  the  people,  they 
never  attempted,  and  never  desired.     Sut  the 
c  2  Jewish 
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Jewish  Legislator  set  apart  the  entire  tribe  of 
Levi^  one- twelfth  of  the  nation,  not  merely 
to  perform  the  rites  and  sacrifices  which  the 
ritual  enjoined,   (a  purpose  which  I  do  riot 
now  particularly   insist  on,)    but  to   diffuse 
over  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  religious 
and  moral  instruction,   for  which  they  were 
expressly "^  set  apart.      *^  Of  Levi,'^  (says  the 
Legislator,  when  in  his  last  solemn  hymn,  he 
sketches  the  characters^  and  the  fortunes  of  the 
different  tribes^)  *  "  let  thy  Urim  and  thy 
**  Thummim  be  with  thy  holy  one;  they  have 
**  observed  tliy  word  and  kept  thy  covenant; 
''  they  shall  teach  Jacob  thy  judgments,  and 
*'  Israel  thy  Law;  they  shall  put  incense  be- 
"  fore  thee,  and  whole-burnt  saciifices  upon 
*'  thine  altar/'    To  them  wias  the  custody  of 
the  sacred  volume  consigned,   with  the  ark 
of  the  covenant;  and  Moses  commanded  the 
priests,  the  sons  of  Levi,  and  the  elders  of 
Israel,  f  "  -^^  *^^  ^"^  t  ^^  every  seven  years, 

*'in 

*  Deut.  xxxiii.  9. 

f  Deut.  xxxi.  10. 

X  Among  the  various  wise  reasons  for  choosing  this 
period,  one  most  principal  appears  to^  be,  its  being  the  year 
of  release,  when  the  general  abolition  of  debts  and  dis- 
charge from  persona!  slavery  periodically  took  place  5  cir- 
cumstances^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF   THE   JEWISH    LAW.  21 

•*in  the  solemnity  of  the  year  of  release,  in 

*'  the  feast  of  tabernacles,  when  all  Israel  is 

"  come  to  appear  before  tlie  Lord  thy  Ood, 

*'in  the  place  which  he  shall  choose,   thou 

'^  shalt  read  this  Law  before  all  Israel  in  their 

"  hearing.     Gather  the  people  together,  meti 

"  and  women  and  children,  and  the  stranger 

*^  that  is  within  thy  gates,    that  they  may 

"  hear,   and  that  they  may  learn,  and  fear 

*^  the  Lord  your  God,  and  observe  to  do  aH 

"  the  words  of  this   Law ;   and   that  their 

"  children  which  have  not  known  any  thing, 

■ "  may  hear  and  learn  jto  fear  the  Lord  your 

"  God,    as    long    as  you  live  in  the  land; 

"  whither  ye  go  to  possess  it."    This  public 

and   solemn   periodical    instruction,    though 

eminently  useful^  was  certainly  not  the  entire 

of  their  duty ;   they  were  bound,   from  tlie 

spirit  of  this  ordinance,  to  take  care,  that  at 

all  times,  the  aged  should  be  improved,   and 

the  children  instructed  in  the  knowledge  and 

the  fear  of  God,  the  adoration  of  his  majesty, 

an,d  the  observance  of  his  Law  :  and,  for  this 

purpose, 

coQistances  which  would  necessarily  secure  constant  atten- 
tion to  this  solemnity,  and  contribute  to  insure  the  observance 
of  this  command.  Thus  closely  were  the  religious  and 
civil  parts  of  the  Mosaic  code  connected. 
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purpo^  ^e  peculiar  pit^tipn  ^nd  privileges 
pf  tJifi  tpbp,  of  Lpvf,  a*  rpg^^»te4  by  the 
divip/s  fpf^oin^m^i^t,  ^dipir^b^y  fitted  them. 
f  osiSiesse4  of  w  landed  property,  and  anp- 
pprtf  d  ty  the  tithes  *nd  p^eringj  which  they 
rpc^ived  in  kind,  they  wer^  little  occupied 
witj^  labour  Of  secular  iz^xe;  deriving  tlieir 
maifit^n^pcp  froQi  ^  spurc^,  which  would 
npcps^g,rily  fis^il^  if  the  worship  and  the  Laws 
9f  Cfpd  wprp  negl?pted,  th^y  were  deeply  in- 
terested i»  th^ir  spppprt.  Their  ♦  cities  being 
dispersed  through  all  the  tribe«,  and  their 
fi^jnilie^  permitted  to  intermarry  with  all,  they 
werp  every  where  at  hand  tp  admonish  and 
instruct;  exclusively  possessed  of  the  high- 
prie^thpod,  *s  M^U  as  of  all  other  religious 
offices,  and  f  associated  with  the  high-priest 
^d  judge  in  the  supreme  court  of  judicature, 
and  with  the  elders  of  every  city  in  the  infe- 
rior tribun^^ls,  and  guardians  of  the  cities  of 
i^fi^ge,  where  those  who  were  guilty  of  ho- 
mipid^  fled  for  an  asylum,  they  must  have 
acquired  such  influencs  and  reverence  amongst 
the  people,  as  were  necessary  to  secure  atten- 
tion to  .th^ir  ipsty^ptiofts:  md  they  were  led 

tp 

♦  Numbers,  xxi^v.        f  l>e^t^  ^y.  ^  ^p^  Ij^^  |p   , 
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to  situdhjr  th^  n|le$  of  mor^  coJiduct:,  thie  pfob- 
ciples  of  eqiii^,  qjad^  above  ^11,  the  Mosaic 
code,  with  unceasing  atl^ntjoa:  but  they 
were  not  laid  under  any  vows  of  celibacy, 
or_mona$tic  austerity  and  retirement,  and  thus 
abstracted  from  the  intercoursie  and  the  feel- 
ings of  social  life.  Thus  eiricunistanced, 
they  were  asBuredly  well  calculated  to  answer 
the  purpose  of  their  institution,  to  preserve 
and  consolidate  the  miion  of  all  the  other 
tribes,  to  instruct  and  forward  the  Jews  in 
knowledge,  virfto^  and  piety ;  "To  teach 
**  Jacob  the  jud^ient^  apd  Israel  die  Law 
^*  of  Jehovah;"  tbfit  they  might  hear  and 
fear,  ^/  and  learn  to  obey  the  will  of  their 
"  Sovereign  and  their  God/*  And,  as  no 
more  important  object  could  be  aimed  at  by 
any  Lawgiver,  so  the  almost  total  neglect  of 
other  legislators  in  thiji  respect,  ai¥l  the  can* 
tion  and  wisdom  of  the  Jewish  institutions 
for  this  purpose,  seema  to  su^ly  one  im- 
portant presumptiva  argument  fbr  the  divine 
o^ginid  of  the  Mosaic  code* 

Hitherto  we  haye  considejred  the  Jewish 
Law,  chiefly  as  it  i^equred  tl)e  rights,  and 
promoted   the  happiness^   of  the  higher  and 

middling 
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middlibg  classes  of  society;  the  liobility  atid 
gentry,   the  Levites,  and  the  great  mass  of 
the   Jewish    yeomanry    or    freemen.  ♦     But 
the  Mosaic  Law  extended  its  parental  care 
to  the  very  lowest  classes,  the  stranger  and 
the  slave,   the  poor,   the  fatherless  and  the 
widow.     These  it  represents  as  the  peculiar 
objects  of  the    divine  care,  and  denounces 
against  any  ipjuiy  to  them,   peculiar  indigo 
nation  and  punishmeut  from  God.     f  "  If 
^^a    stranger   sojourn    with    thee    in    your 
*Mand,    ye    shall    not    vex    him;     but    the 
^^  stranger    that   dwelleth  am6ng  you  shall 
*^  be  unto  you  as^  one  bom  among  you,  and 
*<  thou   shalt    love    him   as    thyself,   for   ye 
"  were   strangers  in  the  land  of  Egypt ;  I 
*^  am  the  Lord  thy  God."    J  ^^The  tithes 
*<  of  the  third  year  thou  shalt  give  to  the 
^*  Levite,    the   strapger,    the   fatherless   and 
^*the   widow,   that    they    may   eat    within 
"  thy  gates  and  be  filled/' 
That  pait  of  the  Hebrew  conjstitution  which 

forb^ 

*  Vide  the  Jewish  Letters,  iW  III.  Letter  iv.  Uni¥ersal 
History,  B.  I.  ch.  Tii.  sect.  4,  on  the  Laws  relating  to  th« 
sabbatic  and  jubilee  years,  p.  613  and  GIT. 

f  Lev.xix.  33.  J  Deut.  avi.  12. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


#t   THE  JBWIS^H   tAW*  '  85 

ftfrbad  the  acceptance  of  interest  ♦  fiom  a 
fellow-citizen,  and  established  a  septennial 
abolition  of  debts,  and  a  periodiical  restitu- 
tion of  all  lands  which  had  been  alienated 
from  their  original  proprietors,  though  ne- 
cessary for  the  general  balance  and  security 
of  the  Hebrew  government,  might  yet  have 
operated  to  increase  in  some  instances  the 
pressure  of  poverty,  by  rendering  it  more 
difficult  to  obtain  immediate  relipf.  It  i$ 
Miereibre  important  to  observp,  bow  anxiously 
the  Legislator  guards  against  any  such  effect 
from  these  regulations,  f  **  I^  *^^^  ^ 
*^^  among  you,"  says  the  Law,  *^  a  poor 
"  man,  one  of  thy  brethren,  within  any  of 
^^  thy  gates,  in  the  lapd  which  the  Lord 
^-  thy  God  giveth  thee,  thou  shalt  not  harden 
^^  thine  heart  jior  shut  thine  hand  fr^m  thy 
*/  poor  brotfeer;  nor  let  there  be  a  thought  in 
"  thy  \f  icfced  heart,  sa^g,  the  seventh  year, 
"the  year  of  release  is  at  hand,  ^d  thine  eyfe 
*^  be  evir  against  thy  poor  brother,  and  thou 

'  •  f<  gitest 

*  Int«fist  fyo^  anyxuienoC  a  fiMlow-eitiaeii^  was  permitted^ 
W  $ubje^  \p^  the  lixni(atioa  of^  nsio^  hvs^  ^vUh  the  strictest 
regard  to  equity  and  benevolence^  'which  the  passage^ 
quoted  inf  the  last  paragraph  require. 

f  Deut.  XV.9.  '  V  v/   *^.^^0  ♦ 
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'^^veat  him  nought,  mi  be  cjy  unto  th« 
^  *^  Lord  ag^in?!;  thee,  an4  it  bi^  iiii)  unto 
**  th^ ;  thou  shaU  surely  giye,  and  thiw 
.  *'  be^  sh^l  not  be  grieved  when  thou  giv- 
"eat  unto  him,  because  that  for  this  thing 
"  the  Lord  thy  God  will  ble3$  thee  in  all 
*^  that  thou  piittest  thine  haad  unto,  for 
"  the  poor  shall  neyer  cease  out  of  thy  land : 
"  therefbre  I  comm^d  thee,  saying,  thou 
*f  shflt  open  thine  hand  wide  to  thy  bro- 
^^  tb?r,  to  thy  poor,  and  to  thy  needy  in 
"  thy  h^dr 

*  "With  equal  energy  does  the  Law  maiu- 
t3;in  thp  cause  of  the  hired  labourer :  "  Thpn 
^'  ^h^t  not  oppress  ^n  hired  servant  that 
^^  is  poor  and  peeidy, .  wbetfeer  he  be'  of 
"  thy  brethrpn,  or  of  thy  strangers  that 
"*re  In  thy  land,  within  thy  gatiss.  At 
"hi?  d^y  thou  shalt  giv«  him  his  hire, 
"n^l^r  shall  the  ^un  go  down  upon  it, 
^^£Dr  bi3  is  poor  and  settethhis  heart  upon 
*'it;  les^s't  he  ciy  unto  the  Lord,  and  it 
^.}^  j^in  unto  thee." 

Thw  alsfp  how  ai?  the  iedin^  as  well 
as  the  wants  of  the  poor,  consulted  in  that 

precept 

^  I>eut»x^iv.  1 4.  '^^  i 
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prepppt  wljiQb  ^€ptf^,  ^^  ^Whm  thoidpst 
"lead  thy  brother  i^y  thing,  thou  shalt 
"  not  go  ipto  hi^  hoi|se  to  fetch  his  pledge:" 
^s  if  the  legisUtor  $aid,  intnide  Bot  into 
his  abode,  if  he  U  not  willing  to  expose  to 
the  stranger'$.  eye,  the  humiliating  circumr 
stances  of  want  and  nakedness  which  attend 
his  destitute  state ;  or  perhaps  |:hef e  is  some 
Ut^lfi  monument  of  his  better  days,  which 
he  reserves  to  i^onsole  his  misery,  which  he 
would  not  wish  the  person  from  whom  he 
iinplores  aid  to  see,  least  he  should  demand 
that  in  pledge,  and  either,  if  denied,  rcr 
fuse  relief,  or,  by  tearing  away  this  almost 
sacred  relic  to  which  hia  heart  clings, 
embitter  hjs  distress.  No,  says  the  Law^ 
the  hovel  of  the  poor  must  h6  sacred  as 
an  holy  asylum:  the  eye  of  scorn  and  the 
foot  of  pride  must  not  dare  to  intrude; 
eyen  the  agent  of  m^rcy  must  not  enter  it 
abrviptly  and  unhid,  without  consulting  the 
.  feelings  of  its  w^^tcfaed  inhabitant.  ^^  Thou 
'^  shalt  not  go  into  his  ho\ise  to  &teh  hi^ 
^^  pledge;  thou  shalt  stand  abrpad^  and  the 
*'  ma]i  to  whom  thou  dost  lend,  i^all  bring 
ff  out  the  pledge  abroad  unto  thee/' 

Deut.  xxiy.  10. 
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In  the  same  strain  of  humanity  the  IjSlw 
goes  on:  *' If  the  man  be  poor,  thou  shalt 
**  not  sleep  with  his  pledge :  in  any  case 
*' thou  shalt  deliver  him  the  pledge  again, 
*'  when  the  sun  goeth  down,  that  he  may 
**  sleep  in  his  own  raiment  and  bless  thee; 
'*  and  it  shall  be  righteousness  unto  thee 
"  before  the  Lord  thy  God." 

Tlie  same  spirit  of  benevolence  was  to 
regulate  the  conduct,  and  soften  the  heart  of 
the  husbandman  in  all  his  labours.  *  "  If 
^^  thou  cuttest  down  tl^  harvest  of  tijy 
**  field,"  says  the  Law,  "  and  hast  forgot  a 
"  sheaf,  thou  shalt  not  tujn  again  to  fetch 
*Mt:  if  thou  beatest  thine  olive  tree,  thou 
"  shalt  not  go  over  the  boughs  again:  when 
"thou  gatherest  thy  grapes,  thou  shalt  not 
"  glean  it  afterwards ;  it  shall  be  for  the 
**  stranger,  the  fatherless  and  the  widow, 
**  that  the  Lord  thy  God  may  bless  thee  in 
"  all  the  work  of  thy  hands."  With  equal 
solicitude  does  the  Law  impress  reverence 
for  the  authoriiy,  and  attention  to  the  wants 
of  the  aged,  delivering  as  the  direct  com- 
ipand  of  Jehovah :   "  Thou  shalt  rise  up  be- 

"  fore 

*  Deut,  xxiv.  19^ 
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^  fore  the  hoary  head,  and  honour  the  face 
"  of  the  old  man,  and  fear  thy  God;  I  am 
"  the  Lord/'  How  much  praise  have  the 
Spartan  institutions  justly  obtained,  for  che- 
rishipg  this  principle ;  yet  how  much  more 
energetic  and  authoritative  is  the  language 
of  the  Jewish  Lawgiver.  With  a  similar 
spirit  the  same  Lawgiver  inculcates,  in  the 
strongest  manner,  the  duty  of  shewing  ten- 
derness to  those  who  labour  under  any  bodily 
infirmity :  ^*  Thou  shalt  not  curse  the  deaf, 
**  nor  put  a  stumbling-block  before  the  blind, 
^J  but  shall  fear  thy  God;  I  am  the  Lord." 
And  with  a  still  more  exalted  sense  of  the 
importance  of  virtue  above  every  external 
advantage,  and  the  proportionable  obligation 
of  promoting  it  in  all  with  whom  we  have 
any  intercourse,  the  inspired  Lawgiver  con- 
siders the  neglecting  to  do  so,  as  a  proof  of 
criminal  malignity:  "Thou  shalt  not  hate 
"  thy  brother  in  thine  heart;  thou  shalt  in 
"  any  wise  rebuke  thy  neighbour^  and  not 
"  suffer  sin  upon  him;  thou  shalt  not  avenge 
"nor  bear  any  grudge  against  the  children 
"  of  thy  people,  but  thou  shalt  love  thy 
"  neighbour  as    thyself;   I  am    the    Lord." 

How 
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iio\V  admirably  are  such  language  aiid  such 
sentiin6nts  as  these,  suited  to  the  sacred  ori- 
ginal, from  wheAc6  they  are  suppoiied  to  flbiv ! 
How  strorigry  do  they  attest  the  divine  bene- 
volence, which  dictated  the  Jewish  taw, 
arid  the  divine  authorify,  which  alone  eould 
enforce  such  precepts  by  adequate  sanctions, 
and  impress  such  sentiments  upon  the  huihah 
heart  with  practical  conviction  f  If  the  in- 
termixture of  such  sentiments  and  precepts 
v^ith  the  civil  code,  and  the  union  of  j)olitical 
regulations  with  moral  instruction  and  reK- 
gibus  observances,  is  unparalleled  in  any 
other  country,  and  by  any  other  t»awgiver, 
does  hot  this  circumstance  afford  some  pre- 
siiniptive  evidence  of  thfe  divine  original  of 
the  Mosaic  code? 

To  REVIEW  THE  SKETCH  WE  HAVE  EX- 
HIBITED OF  THE  Jewish  col^rsTiTUTioif, 
,  we  have  seen  that  it  provided  for  the  settle- 
ment of  600,000  freeholders,  with  indepen- 
dent properties,  derived  not  from  any  human 
superior,  but  held  in  fee  from  the  Sovereign 
of  the  Jewish  state,  even  God  himself  *rhis 
distribution  of  property  was  guarded  by  pre- 
venting, the  accumulation  of  deb^   and,  if 

alienated 
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aMetiated  for  a  trpie^  securing  ite  reversion  ta 
tlife  family  6f  the  origiiial  projjrietor,  at;  re- 
giitsit  periods.  The  distributioii  of  thisr  body 
of  fredhoMetS  thitough  the  land,  by  their 
tribes  atrd  families,  fontis  iti  additional  pTO-^ 
tisioh  for  thfeir  miion  and  hstppiiiess.  They 
ate  eihpldjred  in  agriculture,  attached  to  do- 
meStici  life,  e^rangcd  frbm  war,  but  bound 
to  assettlble  for  their  tountry^s  defence,  and 
thug  fotmiiig  a  j&ecute  barrier  atgainst  hostite 
violence  or  ihiSididuS'  anibition.  They  arc 
^bvertted  by  a  Mobility,  by  magistrates  and 
by  elders^  posgesiiiig  ]!)r()p^rties  suited  to  their 
s^vferal  ranks,  resf^ectdd  fdr  their  patri^rdhat 
descent,  unitiiig  itf  th^ir  persofas  civil  and 
Ailitaiy  authority,  by  an  herfedltaiy  right, 
\(rhich  precluded  jfealonsy  dttd  discord.  The 
\frhol6  tribe  of  Levi  is  set  apart  to  attend  to 
th€i  i^eligious  and  moral  instruction  of  the 
iratioti,  for  which  they  have  the  fullest  leisure, 
and  ttt  which  they  are  bound  by  the  strongest 
interests ;  dis^erteld  over  the  whole,  and  form* 
ing  a  cement  and  bond  of  union  between  the 
remaining  tribes.  In  this  domestic  and  fa- 
mily goveiTiWent,  as  it  has  been  justly 
termed,  population  is  encouraged,  freedom 
secured^   agriculture    and   residence  in   the 

country, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


32  l^OtlTlCAt   tKtmttftZB 

country,    and,    by  consequence,   pupty  ki^ 
simplicity  of  manners  provided  for,  domestic 
virtue,  reverence  to  the  aged^  kindness  to  the 
strauger,   bounty,  to   the  fatherless  and  the 
widow,  justice  tp  all,   are  inculdated  in  the 
most   forcible  manner,    and    with  the  most 
awful  sanctions,  even  the  favour  or  the  dis- 
pleasure of  the   Lord  Jehovah,  who  is  the 
immediate  Sovereign  under  whom  this  go- 
vernment is  exercised,   by  whom  its   Laws 
are  formed,  from  whom  all  propeirty  is  held, 
to  whose,  powerfujl;  interposition  .the  nation 
owe4  ijts;  settlement,  and  on  whose  protec- 
tion, it  depended  for  its  continuance.      All 
the  Wes;sings  therefore,   which  the  Jew  en- 
joyed under  this  constitution,   and  by  this 
government^  o"gl?t  to  have  had  the  effect  of 
animating  hi^  gratitude  and   piety  to  God, 
and  enlarging  his  benevolence  to  the  poor  and. 
the  stranger,  the  fatherless ,  an^  the  widow, 
those  peculiar  objects  of  the  divine  patronage 
and  protection.     Is  not  such  a  scheme  of  go- 
vernment  worthy  of  the  divine  .Author  tp 
which  it  is  ascribed?  and  does  not  its  establish- 
ment  at  so  early  a  period,   and   amongst  a," 
people  so  apparently  incapable  of  inventing  it  as 
the  Jews,  strongly  attest  its  heavenly  original  ?  ^ 
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LECT.  L  ^  - 

SECT,  I- 

T^  o^caion  fir  king  from  the  ijrammi  ^f  ihc  Canaanhts 
conridcndt  ^o  far  as  reiaf^  io  the  Cunaanites  t^itfmclve^ 
— Objection  inchiHes  tij^o  queHiofm — Doubt  m  io  the  er- 
tmt  of  the  se^ri^f  e^treiftd  against  the  CanAanitea — 
ThU  Si^erity  justified  6y  their  crit/tis — Thir  idotatiy  not 
^  an  trr&r  qf  judgTttmi  alone— d^ekies  and  pollutiom  it 
prodmed — Ntcemt^  qf  exptlNng  them  from  the  land  in 
whii:h  the  Jews  were  io  scale — Their  guilt  incomgihie — 
T^te  oljtciion  pratjtd  to  had  to  Atheism. — Analog^/  between 
the  general  course  qf  Protlde/ice,  and  the  ireauiteni  qftht 
Canaanites — In  the  stijffhings  qf  the  innocent — Connexi&n 
^  ilm  meamre  with  the  entire  scheme  qf  the  divine  i^o» 
notny — Review  qf  the  cmsideratiom  offered  vn  the  first 
part  of  the  ohjectiam* 

SECT,  IL 

Secon4part  qf  the  objection  wkkh  relates  to  theJtUfS — Ackar 

divine  command  changes  the  moral  character  qf  the  actio  ft 
— Jews  mere  instruments  in  the  kinds  of  God — Series  of 
facts  preying  this — Jea^s  not  actuated  b^  the  cononon 
passions  of  comjuemrs — Avarice  and  Hcejuiousness  checked 
by  tlte  sitjiation  in  VL^hich  thejf  were  placed^And  sangui* 
nar^  pumtins — Abhorrence  of  idolatj^  impressed  upcm 
thcmf  but  not  a  ^irit  qfpersonai  or  national  ho$tiiitjf-^ 
J3  2  Prated 
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Proved  by  their  conduct  to  the  Canaamtei^^Necemty  qfan- 
ploying  the  Jews  as  instrwnmts  qf  this  severity — To  alien- 
ate the  two  naHona-^To^  overturn  the  grand  support  qf 
idolatry — To^  impress  a  salutary  taror  on  the  Jews  them- 
selves — to  supersede  the  necessity  qf  a  continued  series  qf 
miracles — Treatment  qf  the  Amalekites — Nature  qf  their 
crime-^Connection  qf  their  punishtnent  with  the  general 
scheme  qf  the  Jewish  dispensation — Creneral  answer  to  all 
objections  qfthis  kind — This  dispensation  did  not  encourage 
a  spirit  qf  general  persecution  or  conquest^^Care  taken  it 
should  not  harden  the  hearts  of  the  Jews-^^General  laws  qf 
%»ar  among  the  Jews  merciful — Greaf  care  to  encourage  a 
spirit  qfhum/tmity'^Concluaiott. 
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PART  III, 
;,ECT.L 

rjEUTEROUOMY,  xx.  16,  18. 

P  Of  the  citiesf  of  theae  people,  which  the  Lord  thy  Go^ 
^*  doth  give  thee  for  s^n  inherit^tice,  thou  shalt  save  noi-  ^ 
*'  thing  alive  that  breatheth ;  that  tiiey  teach  you  not  to 
^Vdo  after  their  at^QminatioQs^  i^hich  they  have  done  to 
*'  jtl^ir  ^ods;  90  should  ye  sin  against  the  Lord  your  God,'^ 

A  HIS  command  to  the  Isradites,  to  exer^ 
cise  such  extreme  severity  against  the  nations 
of  Canaan,  whose  land   they  were  to  pos- 
sess,   has    been    always  considered    as    the 
strongest  objection  to  the  divine  original  of 
the    Mosaic    Law:    it  therefore  demands  a 
candid^  and  flill  discussiou.      For  this  pur- 
pose it  seems  necessary  to  enquire,  whether 
this  transaction  can  be  reconciled  with  just 
ideas    of  the   atttibute^   and  providence,  of 
God,  so  far  as  it  affected  the  Canaanites; 
pr  in  other  words,  whether  the  severe  punish- 
ment inflicted  on  these   nations,  was  justi- 
fied 
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fied  by  their  crimes;  and  whether  it  is  cre- 
dible, that  their  destruction,  and  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Jews  in  theijr  room,  should 
form  a  part  of  the  divine  oeconomy.  The 
nea^t  question  that  %jise5  seems  to  be,  whe- 
ther the  mode  in  which  this  punishment 
was  inflicted,  and.  thi§  settlement  of  the 
chosen  people  of  God  secured,  is  reconcile- 
able  with  just  ideas  of  divine  wisdom  and 
tncrcy,  so  Jar  as  it  regards  the  Jews :  or 
^n  pther  words,  whether  it  is  credible,  Gpd 
should  directly  cbnvmand  the  extirpatioii  of 
the  Canaanites  by  the  sword  of  the  Jews, 
rather  than  effect  it  by  ?iny  other  meaijis. 
Xh^se  two  enquiries  seeiyi  to  include  every 
question  which  pan  arise  on  tliis  important 
3ubject.  ,   , 

I^et  us  then  fir^t  examine,  how  far  the 
severe  punishment  *  inflicted  on  the  natioE^^ 

of 

*  JMot^  wy  i?f  wJor  pBoceed§  in  Ibis  enquiry,  il  is  exp^- 
4ient  to  remarfc,  that  considerable  doubt  e^iste,  ^  tp  th^-r^^l 
purport  and  meaning  of  the  commands^  delivered  by  the 
Jev^ifth  Lawgtvet:  on  this  subject^  and  the  true  ^^nt  of  the 
severity  or^ler^d  to  be  exercis^  ^gaii^st.  the  p^na^ites. 
The  whole  passage  runs  thu§ :  -f  "  When  ihou  cpmest  nigh 

**  unto 

f  Deut  xz.  from  10  to  1& 
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of  Canaan  was  justified   by  their  crimen; 
and  whether  it  is  credibly  that  the  setde- 

ment 

^  unto  a  city  to  fight  against  it^  then  proclaim  peace  unto 
*'  it;  and  it  shall  be,  if  it  make  thee  answer  of  peace,  and 
*'  open  unto  thee ;  then  it  shall  be  that  all  the  people  that  is 
**  found  therein  shall  be  tributaries  unto  thee,  and  they  shall 
^^  serve  thee.  And  if  it  will  make  no  peace  with  thee,  but 
*'  will  make  war  with  thee,  then  thou  shalt  besiege  it;  and 
"  when  the  Lord  thy  God  hath  delivered  it  into  thine  hands« 
"  thou  shalt  smite  every  male  thereof  with  the  edge  of  the 
*'  sword.  But  the  women  a^id  little  ones,  and  the  cattle  and 
*'  all  that  is  in  the  city,  even  all  the  spoil  thereof,  shalt  thou 
*'  take  unto  thyself;  and  thou  shalt  eat  the  spoil  of  thine 
*'  enemies,  which  the  Lord  thy  God  shall  give  th^e.  Thus 
*'  shalt  thou  do  uiito  all  the  cities  which  are  veiy  for  off  fron^ 
"  thee,  which  are  not  of  the  cities  of  those  nations.  JBut  of 
*'  the  cities  of  these  people,  which  the  Lord  thy  God  doth 
■'  give  thee  for  an  inheritance,  thou  shalt  sav^  alive  nothii^ 
*^  that  breatheth ;  but  thou  i^alt  utterly  destroy  them,  as  th^ 
*'  Lord  thy  God  hath  commanded  thee :  that  th^y  teach  you 
**  not  to  do  after  their  abominations,  which  they  baye,done 
*'  unto  their  gods,  so  should  ye  sin  against  the  Xx)rd  your 
^f  God.''  On  this  passage  there  are  two  opinions :  pne,  i\aX 
the  injunction,  *'  When  thou  comest  nigh  unto  \  city,  to 
f*  fight  agz^inst  it,  then  proclaim  peace  Unto  it/'  extends 
only  to  the  cities  of  the  nations  afar  off^  but  does  not  apply, 
to  the  cities  of  the  seven  nations ;  who,  according  to  the 
opinion  of  these  commentators,  were  to  be  utterly  destroyed 
without  any  offer  of  peace.  The  other,  that  this  injunction, 
applies  to  every  city  alike,  which  the  Israelites  approached 
against,  even  of  the  seven  nations ;  and  that  the  difference 
of  treatment  was  not  to  take  place,  until  after  this  proffer  of 
peace  was  rejected,  and  the  city  in  consequence  subdued; 
when,  if  it  were  a  remote  city,  they  were  permitted  only 
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Hient  of  the  Jews  ia  their  room,  should  form 
a  part  of  the  divine  oeconomy. 

What 

to  put  to  death  those  who  bore  arms  against  them,  who^ 
at  that  period,  were  all  the  adult  males;  but  that  if  it 
were  a  city  of  the  seven  nations,  all  its  inhabitants  should 
be  utterly  destroyed;  least,  if  permitted  to  remain,  they 
should  infect  the  chosen  people  of  God  with  the  conta- 
gion of  that  obstinate  idolatry,  to  renounce  which  was  al- 
ways one  of  the  conditions  of  that  peace  which  they  had 
presumptuously  rejected.  On  this  last  supposition,  the  Is- 
raelites were  to  offer  peace  to  the  Canaan ites  and  spare  their 
lives,  on  condition  of  their  emigrating  for  ever  from  their 
country,  or  renouncing  idolatry,  adopting  the  principles  of 
the  patriarchal  religion,  contained  in  the  precepts  of  Noah, 
resigning  their  territory,  dissolving  their  national  unijaui 
and  submitting  to  become  slaves.  For  it  is  evident,  that 
they  could  not  tolerate  idolatry,  nor  enter  into  any  equal 
leagues,  which  the  idols,  who  were  worshipped  as  the  guar- 
dian gods  of  the  adverse  party,  must  be  supposed  to  wit- 
Bess  and  sanction;  nor  leave  in  the  possession  of  their 
cities  and  lands,  those  nations,  whose  country  the  great 
Jehovah  had  assigned  to  them  as  their  peculiar  inheritance, 
to  be  entirely  divided  among  their  several  tribes.  But  that 
if  the  nations  of  Canaan  had  renounced  idolatiy,  and  sub- 
mitted to  slavery  or  emigration,  they  might  have  been 
saved  from  extermination,  is  strongly  confirmed  by  that 
passage  of  the  sacred  history,  which,  afler  relating  the  war 
carried  on  by  Joshua  against  the  confederated  kings  of  these 
nations,  and  stating  that  "all  the  cities  of  those  kings,  and  the 
**  kings  of  them,.did  Joshua  take,  and  smote  them  with  the 
"  edge  of  the  sword,  and  utterly  destroyed  them,  as  Moses, 
•'  the  servant  ofthe  Lord,  commanded  ;**  adds  this  remarkable 
observation:  *  ''Joshua  made  war  a  long  time  with  all  these 

"  kings: 

*  Joshua,  xi,  18. 
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What    then   were  the   criiiies,   which,    it 
is    asserted   in    the    Mosai^c    history,    drew 

down 

^  kings :  there  was  not  a  city  that  made  peace  with  the 
<*  CHILDREN  OF  ISRAEL,  savc  the  Hivitesj  the  inhabitants  of 
**  Gibeon.  All  other  they  took  in  battle,  ibr  it  was  of  the 
*f  Lord  to  harden  their  hearts,  that  they  niight  come  against 
'*  Israel  in  battle,  that  he  might  destroy  them  utterly,  and 
'*  that  they  might  have  no  fevour,  but  that  he  might  de- 
^f  stroy  them,  as  the  Lord  commanded  Moses."  'This  pas- 
sage evidently  implies,  that  it  was  in  |he  power  of  theise 
nations,  by  accepting  peace,  to  ei^cape  extermination  ;  but 
that  they  vijere  permitted  to  harden  their  hearts  against  all 
the  wonders  of  divine  Providence  in  behalf  of  the  Jews,  and 
by  this  obstinacy  exposed  to  suffer  the  full  weigl^  of  that 
punishment  m  hich  their  crimes  deserved,  and  which  Oodi 
had  denounced  against  them.  All  who  are  conversant 'in 
the  language  of  the  Old  Testament  know,  that  it  speaks  of 
every  event  which  God  permits,  as  proceeding  directly  fVont 
him  ;  and  describes  hini  as  hardening  the  hearts  of  those« 
who  abuse  the  divine  dispensations,  to  harden  their  ow& 
hearts  in  guilt ;  though  these  dispensations  display  a  plaio 
natural  tendency  to  soften  and  reform  then^. 

If  this  interpretation  of  the  various  commands,  relating 
to  the  conduct  of  the  Israelites  towards  thie  nations  of  Cmr 
naan  b^  admitted,  the  tru^  state  of  the  question  will  be, 
whether  it  appears  consistent  with  the  divine  attributes,  to 
dispossess  of  their  country  ^  nation  sunk  in  idolatry  and 
vice,  in  order  to  place  in  it  another  people,  selected  to  pi:^ 
serve  a  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  and  the?  principles  of 
moral  virtue  :  and  if  the  guilty  nation  refused  to  renounce 
idolatry,  or  to  submit  to  the  settlement  of  this  chosen  people, 
whether  it  was  inconsistent  with  the  divine  mercy,  to  au- 
thorize the  infliction  of  the  severest  punishment,  even  to 
extermination. 

If 
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worship    of  the   true   God;   substituting  in 
his   room   the  sun  and  nu>OH,  and  host  of 

heaven, 

''with    that    ancient    inscription    in    Mauritania    Tin-* 
''gitana,  preserved  by  Procopius,  which  declares,  that  the 
"  ancient  inhabitants  had  fled  thither  from  the   face  of 
•*  Joshua,  the  son  of  Nunn.     But  this  emigration  of  the 
*'  Gergashitcs-  may  not  have  been  universal,  as  their  name 
•*  occurs  in  the  list  of  the  nations  who  fought  against  Israel, 
*'  Joshua,  xxiv.    1 1 ."     Yet  as  it  occurs  only  this  once, 
while  the  other  six  nations  are  constantly  enumerated  as 
carrying  on  the  war,  this  mention  of  them  seems  a  recapitu- 
lation of  the  nations  whose  land  God  delivered  mto  the 
hand  of  the  Jews,  according  to  his  promise^  Deut.  vii.  Ig 
and  Joshua,  iii.  lOj  rather  th^n  a  positive  as^rtion  of  their 
having  been  perseveringly  engaged  in  thet  war.     If  they, 
fled  at  its  very  commencement,  this  accounts  for  their  being> 
mentioned  exactly  as  Jthey  are,  before  the  invasion  under 
Joshua  began,  in  the  divine  promise  that  the  seven  na-> 
lions  should  be  cast  out«  and  in  this  recapitulation,  but  no 
where  in  the  distinct  history  of  th^  war.)  a  coincidence 
which  strongly  confirms  the  tradition  of  their  flight,  and 
of  the  cause  to  which  it  is  imputed^  the  warning  given* 
them  by  the  proclamation  of  Joshua  mentioned  above.    If 
the  reader  wishes  to  s^e  the  arguments  for  the  milder  int^r- 
pretaMpn  stated  more  at  large,  ke  will  find  them  in  Maimo. 
nides,  Cun^us,  Selden,  and  Poli  Synapsis,  as  quoted  in 
this  note;  the  Universal  History,  Vol.  I.  p.  53sl,  note  p^ 
Grotius  de  Jure  Belli  et  Pacis,  Lib.  II.  cap.  xiL  sect  ii.  and 
iii:^  Bilpliotheca  Biblica  on  Deut.  xx.  10,  15  and  16;;  Pa-^ 
trick  on  the  same  texts,  and  oh  Joshua,  xi.  18  ;  also  Calmet^ 
on  th.e  same  texts,  who  states  folly  the  reasons  for  both  in- 
terpretations, but  appears  to  lean  to  the  rigorous  one,  as 
does  I^ydeker  de.  R^publica  Hebrgsoruiti,  p»  257  and  25d :' 
he  Clerc  also,  iQ  fys  notes  on  Deut.  xx.  IQ,  &c.  adop^  the 

m^ore 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OBJECTIONS.  45 

heaven,  as  well  as  the  fire  and  air,  and  the 
other  elements  of  nature :  in  process  of  time 
deifying  their  ancestors ;  and  finally,  wor- 
shipping stocks  and  stones  and  creeping 
things,  idols  the  most  absurd  and  abominable. 

But 

more  rigorous  interpretation;  yet  in  a  note  on  Joshaa^  xi. 
18,  he  admits,  "  That  if  any  city  of  the  seven  nations 
"  had  wished  for  peace,  they  might  have  had  it,  according 
*'  to  Deut.  xx/'  Dr.  Gill  agrees  with  Le  Clerc.  Vide  also 
Dodd's  Commentary  on  the  above  passages,  particularly  his 
Reflections  on  the,  Destruction  of  the  seven  Nation^  of  Ca-» 
naan,  annexed  to  the  twentieth  chapter  of  Deuteronomy, 
with  a  citation  from  which  I  will  conclude  this  already  too 
long  note  :  '*  Since  therefore,  as  has  been  remarked,  neither 
*'  David  with  all  his  power,  nor  Solomon,  did  destroy  this 
*'  people,  since  they  subsisted  in  the  country  from  the  days 
"  of  Moses,  for  upwards  of  four  hundred  and  fourscore 
*'  years ;  since  they  were  so  far  subdued,  as  to  become  tri- 
*'  butanes  of  service  as  well  as  of  money ;  and  since  they 
'*  niight  therefore  have  been  absolutely  destroyed,  because 
"  con(][uered,  and  yet  were  kept  alive ;  it  seems  to  follow, 
*'  that  these  people  were  not  to  be  absolutely  cut  off,  me  a 
'*  women  and  children,  without  mercy,  but  only  were  to  be 
''destroyed  as  nations;  and  that  if  any  submitted  and  be- 
"  came  subject  to  the  Jews,  and  relinquished  their  idolatry, 
**  they  were  not  to  be' deprived  of  life.  For  did  none  of  the 
"  Jews  in  all  this  time  understand  the  command  ?  Did 
**  none  of  their  generals  or  successful  warriors  understand 
"  that  their  business  was  to  destroy  all  these  people  ?  Had 
**  they  no  opportunity,  not  even  when  they  made  them 
"tributaries;  and  were  Joshua,  Samuel  and  David,  bucIi 
**  strangers  to  the  Law?"  Vide  also  Grotius  de  Jure  Belli 
et  Pacis,  Lib.  L  cap.  ii.  sect,  ii.  and  Lib.  IIL  cap.  xiii. 
sect  iy. 
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But  their  apostacy  and  idolatry  was  not,  0$ 
some  affect  to  consider  it,  a  *niere  error 
of  judgment^  wliich  called  rather  for  iostruc-  ; 
tion  to  enlighten^  than  punishment  to  correct 
it:    Noj   it  was  connected  with  tvery  vic€ 
that  can  degrade  hitman  nature  and  pollute 
society;  the  crimes  which  it  produced   are 
briefly  but  forcibly  pointed  i)tit  to  th^  abhbr^ 
rence  of  the  Jews  by  their  divine  Lawgiver,- 
as    plain    and    notorious   facts,     f  *Mnquire 
**not  thou  after  the  gods  of  these  nations^ 
"saying,  how  did  these  nations  serve  their 
"gods?  Even  so  will  I  do  likewise.     Thou 
"  shalt  not  do  so  unto  the  Lord  thy  God  j 
"  for  every  abomination  to  the  Lord,  whieh 
"he   hateth,    have    they    done    unto   their 
"  gods,  for  even  their  sons  and  their  daugh-^ 
"  ters  have   they  burnt  in  the  fire  to  thdr 
"gods."    And  as  tlieir  idolatry  thus  led  them 
to  the  most  ferocious  and  unnatural  cruelty 

which 

♦  Thus  Bavle  represents  it ;  vide  Warburtem's  Bit ine  Le- 
gation, p.  159,  and  Tyndal  and  Bolingbroke  fiequetitly ;  ttttd 
the  intolerant  spirit  of  the  Jewish  religion  is  the  peirpetiial 
object  of  Voltaire's  declanriatory  and  virulent  abuse  j  at  the 
same  time,  with  his  usual  iuconsistency,  he  labours  a« 
vainly  to  prove  it  tolerated  idolatry.  VideJev^s  LettttraW^ 
him.  Vol.  I.  p.  2(i7,  compared  with  287. 

f  Deut.  xii. 
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which  could  outrage  humanity,  so  it  encou- 
raged and  sanctioned  the  basest  pollutions. 
The    Jewish    Legislator   enumerates   in    the 
black   catalogue,    the  crime  against  nature, 
bestiality,   incest,  adultery,  in  a  word,  every 
crime  of  thb  kind  which  can  disgrace  and 
degrade  human  nature ;  and  adds,  *  *^  Defile 
*^  not  yourselves  in  any  of  those  things,  for 
*'  in  aU  these  the  nations  are  dqfiled  which  I 
^*cast   out    before   you,    and    the    land   is 
*'  defiled ;  therefore  I  do  visit  the  iniquity 
*^  thereof  upon   it,    and  the  land  itself  vo- 
'^  miteth  out  her  inhabitants :  therefore  shall 
*'ye  keep  mine  ordinance,   that  ye  commit 
'^  not  any  of  those  abominable  customs  which 
*^  were  committed  befbre'you,  and  that  ye  de-r 
*^  file  not  yourselves  tiierein :  I  am  the  Lord 
*^  your  GoA.^^    The  means  by  which  the  Mi- 
dianitish  women,  at  the  instigation  of  a  wicked 
king  and  a  faise  prophet,  f  seduced  the  Jews 
first  to  indulge   in  impurity,   and  then    to 
apostatize  to  idolatry;  the  |  influence  of  his 

foreign 

*-Lev.  xviif. 

t  Vide  Numbers,  xxt.  compared  with  xxad.  particu- 
larly la. 
t  Vide  1  Kings,  11. 
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foreign  wives  on  Solomon,  and  of  *  Jezabd 
on  Abab,  afford  striking  proofs  of  the 
necessity  of  rooting  this  depraved  and  im- 
pious race,  from  the  land  in  which  the 
Jews  were  to  settle,  as  a  preparation  neces- 
sary  to  preserve  the  chosen  people  of  God 
from  the  contagion  of  their  crimes  and  their 
idolatry;  and  explain  the  necessity  of  the 
command  so  solemnly  proclaimed  by  the 
Jewish  Legislator,  so  fkv  as  it  respects  the 
Canaanites :  f  ^^  When  the  Lord  thy  God 
**  shall  deliver  these  nations  before  thee, 
*'  saith  the  Lord,  thou  shalt  smite  them  and 
'^utterly  destroy  them;  thou  shalt  make 
"  no  covenant  with  them,  nor  shew  mercy 
"  unto  them,  neither  shalt  thou  make  mar- 
"  riages  with  them,  for  they  will  turn  away 
**  thy  sons  from  following  me,  that  they  may 
"  serve  other  gods ;  so  will  the  anger  of 
"  the  Lord  be  kindled  against  thee,  and 
**  destroy  thee  suddenly." 

Siich  were  the  idolatry,  and  such  the 
crimes  of  the  Canaanites,  which  no  examples 
of  previous  judgments  had  been  able  to  cor- 
rect.    The   terror  of  the  deluge  had   been 

long 

^  1  Kings,  xvi.  31.  f  ^^^  ▼"• 
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long  forgotten:  the  destruction  of  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah,  in  the  very  midst  of  the 
land  of  Canaan,  had  been  disregarded :  the 
instruction  and  example  of  Abraham  an4 
the  patriarchs  had  produced  no  effect.  These 
crimes  and  apostacies  grew  with  their  growth, 
and  strengthened  with  their  strength,  till  at 
the  time  of  the  invasion  of  the  Jews,  *  **  their 
"  iniquities  were  full,''  and  their  obstinacy 
incorrigible.  In  vain  did  they  hear  of  the 
divine  terrors,  exhibited  in  the  plagues  of 
Egypt,  the  destruction  of  Pharaoh  and  his 
host  in  the  Red  Sea,  the  miraculous  passage 
over  Jordan,  and  the  overthrow  of  Jericho, 
A  single  nation,  (the  Gibeonites,.)  submitted 
to  renounce  idolatry,  and  cOurt  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Jews.  Far  from  feeUng  any  dis- 
position to  imitate  their  exan\ple,  this  sub- 
mission roused  the  rage,  and  accelerated  the 
confederacy,  of  the  remaining  Canaanites 
against  the  Jews :  f  '^  For  the  king  of  Jeru- 
*^  salem  sent  unto  all  the  surrounding  kings, 
"  saying,  come  up  unto  m^  and  help  me, 
"  that  we  may  smite  Gibeon,  for  it  hath 
VOL.  II.  E  <*  made 

*  Joshua^  X.  3. 

t  Compare  Genesis^  xr.  16»  with  Lev.  xviii.  Q.%. 
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'^made  peace   with  Joshua    and  with    the 
**  Children  of  Israel.'' 

The  idolatry,  the  depravity,  and  the  incor- 
rigibleness  of  the  nations  of  Canaan,  being 
such  as  we  have  now  seen,  can  we  make  it 
a  question,  whether  the  moral  Governor  of 
the  universe  acted  consistently  with  his 
justice  and  mercy,  in  exterminating  this 
people,  and  planting  in  their  stead  a  nation, 
in  which  the  worship  of  the  one  supreme 
God  and  the  principles  of  moral  virtue  were 
to  be  preserved,  and  from  whence  the  light 
of  true  religion,  and  the  mercies  of  the 
Christian  scheme,  were  in  due  time  to  be 
diffused  over  the  whole  civilized  world? 

If  the  Deist  objects  to  the  believer  in 
revelation,  because  be  conceives  it  incon- 
sistent with  the  divine  attributes,  that  such 
should  be  the  declared  scheme  and  manifest 
interposition  of  Providence  in  the  Scriptures; 
on  the  very  same  ground  may  the  Atheist 
object,  that  in  the  natural  course  of  things, 
which  the  Deist  contends  is  regulated  by 
the  secret  providence  of  God,  whole  nations  ■ 
are  frequently  cut  off,  and  succeeded  by 
those  who  have  destroyed  them ;  and  that  to 

suffer 
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suffer    i^ch    destruction    to  take    piace^    or 

allow  the  conqueror  to  reap  any  ddvaatage. 

from  it,  disproves  the  justice  and  mercy  ofc 

the  supposed  Ruler  of  the  uniyerfee;  or  rather; 

proves,  that  no  such  Ruler  exists^  but  tkat. 

blind  chance,  6r  mere  human  agency^  deters 

riiihes  the  fates  of  nations  and  the  course  of 

events.     Undoubtedly  the  Deist  will ;  truly 

itply,    that  tre    generally   perceive   iinpietyi 

ind  depravity  prepare  the  w^  for  the  de- 

sihicition  of  states;   and    that,    though    the 

conquerors  sometimes  appear  little  siiperiof 

in  religion  or  morals  to  the  coiiqnel*ed^  yet  in 

the  prbgress  of  time,   we  frequently  discern 

*  moral    good    arising    fiom    this    trouUied 

Scene;  and,    that  the  various  revoldtioiii  of 

nations  have  contributed  in  what  sieeibs;  to 

£  2  hd¥e 

*  My  readers  will  probably  be  as  ititich  gtati&ed  as  I 
hare  been>  at  seeing  the  principle  here  stated,  advanced  in 
the  most  attractive  form,  and  adorned  with  all  the  charms  of 
numbers,  by  the  late  Rev.  J.  D.  Carlyle,  in  his  beattifM 
poem  written  on  the  banks  of  the  Bosphorus ;  a  sceoe^  as.h^ 
observes,  celebrated  '*  for  transactions  which  embraces  the 
"  most  interesting  parts  of  human  history/^  and  from^wHfcli 
th6  author  satisfactorily  illnstrates  the  moral  deduet^oa  her« 
maintained  ;  teaching  men  to 

"  Hail  that  Power,  whose  gracious  will  * 

**  Wakes  the  tempest,  pours  the  flood ; 
*'  Taught  by  him,  each  germ  of  ill 
"  Blossoms  in  expansive  good/' 
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have  been  the  most  effectual  method  to 
advance  the  progress  of  civilization,  morality 
and  TcligioB,  an4  forward  the  gradual  im* 
fwovement  of  the  human  race:  while  any 
apparent  inequality,  or  severity  with  respect 
to  iiulividuals,  can  supply  no  shadow  of 
objection  to  the  justice  and  mercy  of  the 
Divinity,  if  we.  take  into  account,  that  all 
inequality  will  be  perfectly  rectified  in  a 
future  life,  for  which  the  present  is  only  a 
preparatory  scene  of  discipline  and  tri^l.^ 
Exactly  on  the  same  principles,  does  the 
advocate  for  revelation  answer  the  Deist, . 
who  objects  to  the  extermination  of  the 
Caoaanites,  and  the  seizure  of  their  countly 
by  the  Jews,  under  an  express  divine  com- 
mand: that  in  this  event,  divine  Providence 
acted  in  a  manner  strictly  analogous  to  the 
general  course  of  that  moral  government, 
constantly  exercised  in  the  world ;  with  this 
only  difference,  that  the  same  measures  of 
divine  administration,  which  in  other  cases ' 
are  carried  into  effect  by  the  secret  influence, 
and,  a3  it  were,  tacit  permission  of  the  su- 
preme moral  Governor,  were  here  executed 
by  his  avowed  interposition  and  immediate 

^authority.  ■ 
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authority.     If,  then^   the  gena:al  system,  of 
events  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  bdief  of 
a  superintending  Providence,  neither  is  this 
particular  fact     If  the  divine  Governor  con- 
stantly chastises   public  depravity  by  public 
punishment,    ami  when  nations  become   so 
impious    and    imjAoral,    that    their    further 
existence  is  subversive  of  human  virtue  and 
human  happiness,  destroys  them  by  the  hand 
of  some  other  nation,  which  is  better  adapted 
to    forward  and    assist    the    views    of   the 
Divinity  in  the  melioration  of  mankind,  it 
is  perfectly  credible  that  the  same  divine  Go- 
vernor  should  directly  assist  the  extermination 
of  the  most  signally  and  incorrigibly  impious 
and  depraved  nation,   that  perhaps  ever  ex- 
isted;   in   order  to    promote,    in    the   most 
decisive  manner,  the  purposes  of  the  divine 
oeconomy,    by  planting  in  their  country  a 
chosen  people,   evidently  protected  and  con- 
trouled  by  divine  Providence;  expressly  ap- 
pointed to  be  the  depositaries  and  preservers 
of  true    religion  and  moral  virtue,    and  by 
vhose    instrumentality    all    tlie    nations    of 
the    earth   have   been   blessed;    blessed    by 
the  establishment  of  the  Cliristi^n  scheme, 

.     which^ 
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\viiieh,  through  this  ohosea  nation,  was  com^ 
municated  to  mankind. 

It  i^  necessary  thus  to  take  into  eur  epnsi« 
deration  the  whole  purpose  and  progpess  of 
the  divine  ceoonomy,  whcin  we  would  ac- 
count fof  and  defend  the  particular  part  of 
it  we  are  now  considering,  (the  extermina-i- 
tion  elf  the  Canaaiiites,  and  the  seizure  of 
their  country  by  the  Jews;)  because  this  is 
undoubtedly  one  chief  r-eason  of  the  depar-r 
tiire  from  the  usual  tenor  of  the  divine 
government,  in  directly  assisting  and  autho- 
rising what,  in  other  cases,  it  only  silently 
permits  and  secretly  controuls.  The  nature  of 
the  Gospel  scheme  required,  and  its  unport-^^ 
anee  justified,  a  continued  and  avowed  inter- 
position of  divine  power,  to  prepare"  for  and 
introduce  it.  The  establishment  of  the 
Jewish  nation  in  this  country,  and  at  this 
period,  was  undouJbtedly  an  important  avd 
esijentsial  step  of  this  necessary  preparation; 
and  thence  it  was,  th^t  it  was  effected  by 
'  the  direct  assistance  and  express  command 
of  Grod,  This  is  not  taking  for  granted  the 
divine  original  of  the  Gospel,  in  order  to 
defend    Judaism ;    but    recfuiring    that    the 

whole 
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whole  scheme  of  revelation  shall  be  con- 
sidered together^r  and  not  in  separate  parts, 
and  each  part  cond^mn^d;  because  if  thus 
8epai:aMy  viiewed,  as  uncpnnected  >xfith  my 
preceding  dispensation)^^  and  unnecessary  to 
any  subsequent  good  effects,  it  would  be 
strange  and  unaccountable;  whereas,  it  is 
by  this  connection  explained  and  justified.  * 
But  this  command,  it  is  said,  confounds 
the  innocent  with  the  guilty !  *  "  What ! 
'^  command  to  leave  nothing  alive  that 
"  breatheth*  Destroy  all  the  smiling  infants, . 
"  aU  the  innocent  babes !"  No,  surely :  it  is . 
impossible  that  Qod  should  permit,  much, 
less  command,  the  innocent  thus  to  suffer. 
Let  us  weigh  tWs  objection  so  far  as  it,  relates 
to  the  sufferers:  (how  far  such  a  command 
can  be  justified  as  it  rjCgards  the  Jews,  we 
shall  consider  berCjafter^^^Now  that  God  may 
perntit  the  innoce^^t  thus  to  suffer,  is  cer^ 
tainly  credible,  b^cau^  he  constantly  does 
permit  it,  as  ,wdl  jn  the  regular  coui-se  <:^ 
human  affairs,  ^  in  the  progress  qf.ttyji^ 
signal  atMJ^  awful  judgments,  which  ;^.wg  dpf 
Hjot  hpsitjfct^  t^.asciijpie*  to  a -n^ore  newr^ei^ 
■ ''  -..  ,  . )  ^  •  .  >    >  :^ ,'  v^  'r-sad^ 

-  ^  ^  This  is  the  language  of  Paine. 
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,  and  direct  interference  of  divine  Providence* 

Guilty  parents  frequently  entail  diseases  and 

poverty  on  their  infant  children:   the  felon 

and  the  murderer,  who  forfeit  their  lives  to 

public  justice,    sometimes  leave  their  infant 

progeny  exposed  to  the  severest  sufferings; 

and,  to  take  a  more  extensive  view,  when 

the  famine  and  the  pestilence,   those  dreadful 

ministers  of  the  divine  chastisement,  desolate 

a  guilty  land,    do    they  sj)are    the    smiling 

infant  and    the  innocent  Babe?    When  the 

deluge,  the  conflagration  or  the  earthquake, 

reduce  to  ruins  some  flourishing  city,  do  not 

infancy    and    innocence    sink    equally    with 

guilt  and  age  into  the  common  grave?     Can 

this  be  considered  as  an  hnputation  on  divine 

justice  and  mercy,  except  we  forget  that  this 

premature,  and,  to  our  view,  deplorable  fate, 

is    really    nothing    more   than   a    transitory 

shock,   which    attend^    the   escape  of  those 

innocent  ones    into    another  and    a    better 

world,   where  all  tears  shall  be  wiped  from 

their  eyes,  an^  they  shall  repose  for  ever  in 

the  bosom  of  theit  Father  and  their  (jrod? 

In  a  word,  admit  a  future  life,  and  all  such 

difficulties  vanish  at  once:  deny  it,  and  the 

entire 


Digitized  by 


Google 


oBJECirioNS.  57 

entire  scheme,  not  only  of  revcktion,  but  of 
nature  itself,  is  an  inexplicable  enigma. 
Assuredly  then,  as  to  the  sufferings  of  those 
innocents,  whom  we  may  suppose  to  have 
perished  at  the  destruction  of  the  Canaanites, 
we  may  admit  them  credible,  because  they 
are  analogous  to  the  whole  course  of  nature 
and  the  tenor  of  Providence;  and  we  may 
rest  assured,  the  same  divine  Power,  which 
commanded  their  infliction,  has  abundantly 
repaid  them  by  an  eternal  recompence.  They 
form  therefore  no  impeachment  on  the  justice 
or  mercy  of  God. 

Thus  we  have  considered  how  far  this  part 
of  the  divine  oeconomy  can  be  vindiclited, 
as  it  regards  the  Canaanites  themselves; 
and  I  trust  it  has  appeared,  that  the  idolatry, 
pollutions  and  cruelty,  of  these  ijations  were 
so  abominable,  and  at  the  same  time  so 
incorrigible,  as  to  justify  the  ;noral  Governor 
of  the  universe  in  inflicting  on  them  the 
most  signal  and  severe  punishments,  even  to 
extermination,  without  ^iibrding  any  longer 
period  of  trial,  or  any  immediate  offer  of 
pardon  and  mercy :  though  there  is  a  strong 
probability,  that  previous,  tty-this  infliction  oF 

final 
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final  veqgeaiM^  an  opportunity  was  g^vea 
them  of  acc^tic^  the  peac^i  offered  by  the 
I«raditds^  on  condition  of  renouncivg.  ido«« 
latry,  ajid  yielding  their  country  to  tfe^ 
chosen  people  of  God^.  to  whom  the  Go- 
vernor of  the  world  had  assigned  this  pro- 
mised land,  by  a  grant  as  clear^  as  the  divine 
authority,  from  which  it  proceeded,  was 
supreme:  a  grant  confirmed  by  the  most 
signal  miracles^  which  were  certainly  known 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Canaan,  who  were  thus 
ioDewarned  of  the  divina  authority  on  which 
their  submission  was  required,  and  the  punish- 
ment which  would  await  their  resistance. 

Tha^t  this  national  punishment,  provoked 
by  national  guilt,  should  involve  innocent 
individuals,  even  smiling  babes  and  infant 
children,  is  perfectly  analogous  to  the  general 
course  of  Providence^  and  forms  no  objection 
to  the  justice  or  mercy  of  that  God,  who 
will  assuredly  take  care  to  rectify  all  in^ 
equality  of  this  life,  at  that  final  manifesta- 
tion of  his  majesty,  when  he  shall  take  to 
himself  all  power  and  reign,  by  rendering  tq 
pvery  one  according  to^  their  work$, 
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SECT.  II. 

Jtisnoi  incrpdible  thaf  Gfd  should  have  chosen  to  exlermmatfi 
the  Canaanites  1q  the  swor4  pf  the  Jews,  rather  than  by 
any  otha*  tneans,  and  that  he  sh^ld  have  conmanded  the 
Jews  to  if^ct  sueh  extennination. 
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LECT.  I^ 

SECT.  II. 

DEUtEliONOMY,  vu. «. 

"  When  the  Lord  thy  God  shall  delirer  them  before  thee, 
<^thoa  shalt  smite  them  and  utterly  destroy  thtm,  for 
f*  they  will  turn  away  thy  son  from  following  me,  that 
**  they  may  serve  other  gods :  so  will  the  anger  of  th^ 

.  ''  Lord  be  kindled  agauist  yonj  and  destroy  thee  sud- 
^'denly.'' 

1  NOW  proceed  tQ  discuss  that  which,  I  am 
well  aware,  is  the  most  plausible  part  of  the 
objection  to  this  part  of  the  Jewish  scheme. 
It  will  still  be  maintamed,  that  though  the 
expulsion,  or  even  the  destruction  of  the 
Canaanites  may  have  been  merited  and  neces- 
sary, yet  it  is  incredible  God  should  com* 
mand  their  extirpation  by  the  sword  of  the 
Jews;  for  this  would  be  to  sanction  plunder 
and  ferociousness,  national  violence  ^d  per- 
sonal cruelty,  by  a  divine  authority.  But  is 
it  not  evident,  the  advancers  of  this  objection 

forget, 
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forget,  that  a  clear  divine  interposition, 
plainly  requiring  a  particular  ict  of  obedience 
to  an  immediate  divine  command,  so  ma- 
terially affects  the  prrittciple  on  which  that 
action  is  performed,  the  motives  from  which 
it  proceeds,  and  the  effects  il  produces  on  the 
minds  of  those  who  arc  thus  employed  by 
the  Divinity,  *  that  it  may  altogether  change 

the 

*  This  is  eaptedseA  yvkk  M»  visual  s^cute^ess  and  oiosi^ness 
(tf  feaacobiiif  hf  Bi^iofr  Batler  in  bis  Aaaldgy^  PbH  il. 
di.  ill.  on  tte  endibUity  that  a  7ts>eIaHm  $hmtld  afpemrUahk 
tc^obfemia^^  dift^  cl*«vly  cslarbHsiuiig  this  general  fco&diisMn, 
by  proving,  p.  250  and  25 1,  "We  are  incompetent jtjd^  eren 
*'  of  the  constitution  of  nature,  which  is  very  different  from 
"  f^at  before  expeiienee  would  hav^  been  9xp0Cte<},  anid 
".  such  as  men  fai^cy  there  are  great  objections  against, 
"which  renders  it  beforehand  highly  cVMibl6,  ihatt  the';^ 
"  may  find  the  fctcial^ddispeiistttioii  U&owise  (if  they  lodge 
''of  it  as  the  J  do  of  the  constitution  of  nature)  very  di& 
"  ferent  from  expectations  formed  beforehand,  and  liable 
"  in  appearance  to  great-  ob}^etiol»:  and  thu^y  a»  we  UstU 
''Hifeo  iafinite  Mties  and  mistakes,  ^whenever  we  pretenc^ 
"otherwise than  from  experience  and  analogy,  to  judge  of 
"the  constitution  and  course  of  nature,  ii  ii  ^videntl5r 
"  supposeable  beforehand,  that  we  should  fall  ipfo  ad  great» 
"  in  pretending  to  judge  in  like  manner  concerning  revela- 
"  tion;  nor  is  there  any  more  ground  to  expect,  that  th^ 
"  latter  should  appear  to  tsS  dear  from  objectien8>  thletivthat 
"  the  former  should.''  After  illustrating  this  principle  by  a 
variety  of  instances  most  striking  and  conclusive,  he  ap- 
plies it  to  that  part  of  the  revealed  sdieme  now  beA>fd  ub^ 
p.  266 ;  ^'  And  now  what  \s  the  just  consequence  from  all  these 

"  things? 
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the  moral  character  of  the  action  itself.     A 
distinction  similar  to  this,  is  admitted   uni- 
formly 

*'  things  ?  Not  that  reason  is  no  judge  of  what  is  offered 
"  to  us,  as  being  of  divine  revelation ;  for  this  would  be  to 
"  infer,  that  we  are  unable  to  judge  of  any  thing,  because 
''  we  are  unable  to  judge  of  all  things.  Reason  can,  and 
'*  it  ought  to  judge,  not  only  of  the  meaning,  but  also  of 
"  the  morality  and  the  evidence  of  revelation.  First,  it  is 
*'  the  province  to  judge  of  the  morality  of  the  Scriptures,- 
*'  i.  e.  "not  whether  it  contains  things  different  from  what  we 
"  should  have  expected  from  a  wise,  just  and  good  Being ; 
"  for  objections  of  this  kind  have  been  now  obviated  :  but 
"  whether  it  contains  ilimgs  plainly  contradictory  to  wisdom, 
"justice  or  goodness,  to  what  th6  light  of  nature  teaches 
'*  us  of  God ;  and  I  know  nothing  of  this  sort  objected 
*'  against  Scripture,  excepting  such  objections  as  are  formed 
"  upoa  suppositions,  which  would  equally  conclude  that  the 
"  constitution  qf  nature  is  contradictory  to  wisdom,  justice 
**  or  goodness,  which  most  certainly  it  is  not.  Indeed 
*'  there  are  some  particular  precepts  of  Scripture,  given  to 
"  particular  persons,  requiring  actions,  which  would  be 
« inumoral  and  vicious,  were  it  not  for  such  precepts  j  but  it 
"  is  easy  to  see,  that  ^U  these  are  of  such  a  kind,  as  that  the 
'*  precept  changes  the  whole  nature  both  of  the^caSe  and  of  the 
**  action,  and  both  constitutes  and  shews  that  not  to  be  un« 
"  jisa:^  or  immoral,  which,  prior  to  the  precept,  must  have 
"  appeared  and  really  have  been  so  j  which  may  well  be, 
*'  since  none  of  these  precepts  are  coatrary  to  immutable 
"  morality.  If  it  were  conunanded  to  cultivate  the  principles 
**  and  actfrwn  the  spirit  qf  treachery,  ingi^atitude  or  cruelty,  the 
"  command  would  aot  alter  the  nature  of  the  case  or  of  the 
"  action,  in  any  of  these  instances.  But  it  is  quite  other- 
*'  wise  in  precepts,  which  require  only  the  doing  of  a  single 
"  action  j  for  instance,  taking  away  the  life  or  property  of 
"  any :  for  men  have  no  right  to  either  life  or  property,  but 

"  what 
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formly  in    common  life.     If   an  individual, 
hurried  on  hy  ferocious  resentment,  and  un- 
sanctioned 

"  what  arises  solely  from  the  grant  of  God  2  when  this  grant 
**  is  revoked,  they  cease  to  have  any  right  at  all  in  cither ; 
"  and  when  this  revocation  is  made  known,  as  surely  it  is 
"  possible  it  may  be^  it  must  cease  to  be  unjust^  to  deprive 
'<  them  of  either ;  and  though  a  course  of  external  acts, 
**  which  without  command  would  be  immoral,  must  make 
''  an  immoral  habit,  yet  a  few  detached  conmiands  have  no 
•'  such  natural  tendency. . 

'*  I  thought  proper  to  say  thus  much  of  the  few  Scripture 
''  precepts,  which  require,  not  vicious  actions,  but  actions 
"  which  would  have  been  vicious  had  it  not  been  for  such  ^ 
**  precepts ;  because  they  are  sometimes  weakly  urged  as 
''  immoral,  and  great  weight  is  laid  upon  objections  drawn 
*'  from  them.  But  to  me  there  seems  no  difficulty  at  all  in 
«*  these  precepts,  but  what  arises  from  their  being  offences, 
''-te.  from  their  being  liable  to  be  perverted  (as  indeed 
'*  they  are)  by  wicked  and  designing  men,  to  serve  the 
"  most  horrid  purposes,  and  perhaps  to  mislead  the  weak 
*'  and  enthusiastic ;  and  objections  from  this  head  aie  not 
"  objections  against  Revelation>  but  against  the  whole  no- 
*/  tion  of  religion  as  a  trial,  and  against  the  general  consti- 
"  tution  of  nature."  On  this  subject  of  a  state  of  trial,  vide 
Butler,  Part  I.  ch.  iv,  and  v. 

Equally  ipaportant  is  the  observation  of  the  celebrated 
Cumberland,  on  this  subject,  in  the  twenty-fourth  sectfoa 
of  the  Prolegomena  to  his  profound  and  comprehensive 
work  on  the  Law  of  Nature,  p.  29  and  30 ;  in  which,  after 
having  previously  reduced  'all  the  precepts  of  that  Law  to 
one  general  principle,  even  the  "steady  pursuit  of  the 
"  common  good  of  the  whole  system  of  rational  beings,  as 
**  far  as  it  is  in  our  power,''  he  observes  amqng  the  various 
advantages  arising  from  thi&  simpUfication^  that  it  enables 

u& 
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sanctioned  by  public  authority,  avenges  the 

wrong  he  has  sustained,  by  inflicting  death 

F  upon 

us  to  deduce  that  subordination  amongst  the  various  parti- 
cular laws  of  nature^  according  to  which,  that  of  prior 
obligation  frequently  limits  the  application  of  an  inferior 
precept;  he  proceeds,  "  Ex  hoc  ordine  inter  leges  naturse, 
''quo  speciales  omnes  generali  subofdinantur,  et  illarum 
"  posteriores  prioribus,  commodissime  ostendi  posae  yidetur, 
*'  de  illarum  nuUd  unquam  a  Deo  dispensatum  esse ;  sed  in 
"  iiscasibus,  in  quibus  posterioris  obligatiotolUyideatur,  ma- 
"  teriam  ita  mutari  ut  priori  tantum  legi  observands  locus 
**  sit     Sic  patet  non  dispensari  de  lege  dominiorum  divi- 
*'  sionem  stabiliente,  et  alieni  invasionem  prohibente ;  si 
''  Deus  licitum  faciat  Israelitis,  Cananaeorum  in  ipsum  de- 
**  linquentium  terram  invadere.     Quippe  eadem  ilia  lex  de- 
"  cernit,  necesse  esse  ad  bonum  tommune,  ut  Deo  imprimis 
*'  tribuatur  dominium  illud  eminens  in  omnes  et  omnia, 
^*  cujus  vi  ipse,  quoties  ad  summum  finem  conducere  videbi- 
''  tur,  auferre  potest  dominium  cujusvis  creaturse  in  suani 
*'  vitam  ac  bona,  et  illud  in  alteram  transferre  per  idonea 
**  voluntatis  suae  signa:  quod  in  casu  proposito  fjactum  Suisse. 
"  legimus ;  unde  Israelitse  sua  sib*  vendicabant,  non  aliena 
"  invadendi  potestatem  accipiebant.   Pariter  etiam  non  dis-* 
"  pensatur  de  lege  quae  propter  bonum  commune  vetat  inno- 
*'  centibus  nocere,  si  quandojubeatur  innocens,  (cum  adhunc 
''  finem  necessarium  est)  periculum  noxae,  ipsamve  mor- 
"  tern  subire ;  Deo  praEisertim  voluntatem  suam  hac  in  re 
**  satis  apeite  indicante.     Hinc  enim  et  Deo  omnium  regi . 
''  suus  defertur  honos,  et  aptissime  (quia  secundum  ipsiu^ 
"judicium)  summo  nni  consulitur."    Vide  also  Grotiusde. 
Jure  Belli  et  Pacis,  as  quoted  in  the  last  note.    But  Gro- 
tius,  Cumberland  and  Butler,  appear  shallow  reasoners  to 
such  writers  as  Messrs.  Tyndall  and  Morgan,  Chubb  and 
Bolingbroke,  Voltaire  and  Paine,  and  narrow-minded  bi- 
gots to  the  liberal  Dr.  Geddes,  who  to  the  assertion  that  God  ♦ 

could 
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upon  his  enemy,  we  stigmatise  him  as  a  mur- 
derer;   but    if  a  criminal   is    convicted    of 
atrocious   guilt,    condemned   by  the  solemn 
decision  of  the  Law,  and  the  execution  of  the 
sentence  committed  to  the  minister  of  public 
justice,  the  infliction  of  death  in  this  case  is 
a  duty,  not  a  crime.     Now  what  we  contend 
for  is,  that  with,  regard  to  the  Canaanites, 
the  Jews  stood   exactly  in  the   relation  of 
ministers    of  justice,     plainly    commanded, 
nay   irresistibly  impelled,    by    the    Supreme. 
Ruler  of  the  world,   to  execute  upon  that 
nation  his    solemn  sentence  of  confiscation 
and  death.     They  obeyed  this  command  of 
necessity,    driven    by    the    terror   of   imme- 
diate and  severe  punislunent  from   God,   if 
in  the  smallest  item  they  relaxed  the  rigour 
of  the   sentence.      On   their  first  approach 

to 

could  dispense  with  any  moral  law,  by  giving  authority  ia 
a  special  instance,  to  take  away  the  life  or  property  of  any 
liumant5eing,  declares,  "  I  might  obstinately  deny  thisa^ser- 
^'  tion,  arid  maintain  that  he  could  not  without  being  unjust ; 
"  nor  do  I  see  what  solid  argument  could  be  adduced  to  prove 
'*  the  contrary/*  Vide  Critical  Remarks,  p.  423.  It  is  to  be 
hoped,  few  will  be  found  to  imitate  this  obstinacy  of  the 
Doctor's:  to  affirm  that  God  cannot  without  injustice  autho* 
rize  the  infliction  of  punishment  on  guilt,  is  a  discovery  in 
natural  religion  so  novel,  it  ought  to  be  maintained  with 
diffidence,  not  obstinuci/,  '  See  more  on  the  Doctor^*  opinions 
in  the  Appendix  to  this  Volum«, 
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to  the  land  of  Canaan,  their  ims^pir^  Law- 
giver had  commanded  them  immediately  to 
attack  it:  but  the  people  dii^trusting  the 
divine  power,  proposed  to'  send  i^i^  to 
view  the  land ;  *  who  reported  that  the 
people  *'  were  great  and  tatt,  and,  the  cities 
^-  walled  up  to  heaven.''  This  compleatiy 
tjerrifed  the  umvar|ike  Jews :  they  were 
seized  with  the  most  immanly,  and,  in  their 
attuatbn,  impious  panic,  f  At  this  moment 
of  mad  rebeflion  from  infidelity  ^ad  cow- 
a^itee  combined,  die  gloiy  of  the  Lord 
appeared.  "  As  I  live,  saith  the  Lord,  all 
*^  this  evil  congregation,  that  zxq  gathered 
"  tc^ether  against  me,  in  this  wilderness, 
'^  they  shall  be  consumed,  and  there  they 
*^  shall  die."  And  to  c-onfirm  this  menace, 
the  ten  spies,  wha  had  brought  this  en\ 
report  upon  the  land,  died  instantly  by  a 
plague  before  the  Lord;  but  Joshua  and 
Caleb  lived  still.  Astonished  at  the  appear- 
ance of  the  divine  glory,  appalled  by  the 
instant  punishment  of  the  i^ies  who  had 
misled  tliem,  shocked  at  thi^  idea  of  wan- 
dering forty  years  ^  in  the  wilderness,  and 
•  f2  there 

*  Compare  Number^  xiii.  and  xiv»  with  Deut.  i.  frwn  19. 
t  yi4i^  supra.  Part  I.  Lect.  v.  Vol.  I.  p..  185. 
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there:  ^rishing,^  they  mourned  greatly  and 
said:    '^  We  have  sinned  against  the  Lord; 
"  we  will  go  up  atod  fight  as  the  Loi-d  com- 
*^  manded  us.     But  the  Lord  would  not  be 
^* entreated;  Moses  said,  go  not  up,  for  the 
**  Lord  is  not  among  you,  and  ye  shall  fall 
"  by  the  sword/'    Again  obstinate   and  re- 
bellious, they  went  up  presumptuously;  but 
Moses  and   the   Ark  of  God   departed   not 
out  of  the  camp;'  and  the  Canaanites  smote 
them  and  discomfited  them.     Convinced  by- 
such     decided    experience,     of    their   total 
dependence    on   the    God    of   Hosts,    they 
submitted    to  his  power:    forty  years   they 
continued  to  wander  in  the  wilderness,  with- 
out making  another  effort,  either  to  return 
into  Egypt  or    to    invade    Canaan,      And 
now,    when    of   all    that,  generation    who 
had     distrusted     the     divine     power,     not 
one   survived,    save    the  pious  and  intrepid 
Xdshua  and  Caleb,    *'  For  the  hand  of  the 
*'  Lord     was     against     them    to     consume 
'^  them,"   the  host,  of  Israel  is  again  com- 
manded to   go   up   and   take  possession  of 
the  promised  land,    under  the  express  con- 
dition   of  their    consuming   all    the    people 
wWclv  the    Lord  their  God   should   deliver 
"        '  .  '  them . 
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them,  *  "  The  Lord  thy  God,^  says  th<? 
Lawgiver,  *^  shall  deliver  them  unto  thee, 
^^  and  shall  destroy  them  with  a  mighty 
**  destruction,  until  they  be  destroyed;  and 
*^  he  shall  deliver  their  kings  into  thine  hand,^ 
<*^and  thou  shalt  destroy  their  name  from 
**  under  heaven,;  there  shall  no  man  be  able 
*^  to  stand  before  thee,  until  thou  have 
"  destroyed  them.  The  graven  images  of 
^*  their  gods  shall  ye  bum  with  fire;  thou 
*'  shalt  not  desire  the  silver  nor  the  gold 
^*  ^at  is  on  them,  nor  take  it  unto  thee^ 
^*  for  it  is  an  abomination  to  the  Lord  thy 
^*  God/'  On  these  conditions,  and  under 
thi*  command,  they  approach  the  river  Jor- 
dan; it  is  miraculously  divided  to  make 
way  before  them;  they  encamp  before  Je- 
richo, f  which  is  pronounced*  accursed,  ox. 
rather  d€vote4  to  the  Lord :  **  Even  it  and 
^^  all  that  are  therein.  And  keep  ye,'*  says, 
'their  inspired  Judge,  *►*  from  the  accursed 
**  thing,  least  ye  make  yourselves  a  curse 
**  when  ye  take  of  the  accursed  thing,  and 
**  make  the  camp  of  the  Lord  a  curse  and 
"  trouble  it;  only  the  silver  and  gold,  and 
*  >  vessels  of  brass  and  irpn,  are  consecrated 

''  unto 
*  Deut.  vii.  t  Josbua,  vi. 
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"  nntp  the  Lord;  they  shall  come  intc^  tlie 
**  treasury  of  the  Lard.'*  Thus  was  Jericho 
placed, uod^  a  iM>lemn  anathema:  its  Yf^Sifff 
otherwise  iropregnafele,  are  miraculowfy  and 
in  a  iDonieBt  levelled  to  the  ground,  $o  that 
the  people  •*  went  up  mta  the  city»  every  roaii 
"  straight  l>efoi;e  hina^  a^  they  took  the  city.'' 
Now  I  a$k,  are  we  to  consider  their 
conduct  in  such  circutnsta»ces,  as  the  re^ 
suU  of  tl^eiir  own,  nati^ral  unbiassed  choice; 
or  as  the  qonduct  of  men  feding  them- 
sdves  und^r  the  direct  controul  of  Onxnipo*- 
tence  ?  Ai-e  we  to  impute  it  to  a  spirit,  of 
crudty,  tfeat  in  this  instance  they  ntterly 
destroyed  all  that  was  in  the  city^  with 
the  edgq  of  the  sword^  accwding  to  the 
diviniB  copimand?  Or  wa^  it  a  spirit  of 
plunder  that  instigated  them  to  destroy  not 
only  the  inhabitants,  but  the  spoil,  tiie  jsheep 
and  oxen;  in  a  word,  to  burn  the  city  and 
all  that  was  thei^ein  ?  Only  the  Jalvcr  and 
gold,  2^nd  vei^elS'  of  bfasa  and  iron^  they 
brought  into  the  house  of  the  Lord.  As- 
suredly they  were  impeUed.  niwtberi  fey  era* 
elty  nor  by  avarice;  they  acted  nat  from 
the  common  feelings  or- in-the  usual  man* 

ner 
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net  of  human  conquerors;  they  felt  them- 
selves bound  to  obey  the  Lor4  God  of 
Hosts,  whose  sentence  they  executed,  and 
by  whose  power  they  conquered. 

I^t  us  now  niark  the  sequel.  A  single 
individual  *  transgressed  the  divine  c;omiY^ai>dy 
by  obedience  to  which  only  they  cptjld 
hope  for  success.  The  divine  support  was 
therefore  withdrawn;  and  though  the  next 
enemies  whom  they  encountered,  were  ap-» 
parently  so  inconsiderable,  thfit  they  despi^d 
them,  yet  *^  They  fled  before  the  men  o£ 
"  Ai,  apd  the  hfsarte  of  all  the  people  m^t> 
**  ed  like  water.  Even  Joshua  was  heart- 
V  struck  with  terror,  and  rent  hjis  cloatlis 
*^  and  fell  upon  his  face  before  the  Lord, 
*Mae  and  all  the  elders  of  Isr^l,  and  put 
**  dust  upon  their  heads;  and  Joshua  said, 
*'Alas!  O  Lord  God,  wherefore  bast  thou 
*'*  brought  this  people  at  all  over  Jordan, 
"  to  deliver  us  into  the  hands  of  the  Amo- 
"  rites  to  destroy  us;  for  the  Canaanites 
**and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  shall 
"  hear  of  us,  and  shall  environ  us  round*, 
*'  and  cut  off  our  name  from  the.  e^th." 
*/.And  the  Lord  said,  get  thee  up;  where* 
,        .  .    ;  *'fore 

*  Joshua^  vii. 
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**  fore  Hest   thou  thui^  upon  thy  face  ?     Is- 
"  rael  hath    sinned,    and   hath    transgressed 
^*  my  covenant  which  I  commanded  them; 
*'  they   have   even    taken    of   the   accursed 
^*  things  and  hq.ve  also  stolen  and  have  put 
"it  amongst  their  own  stuff;   therefore  the 
^*  Childten  of  Israel  could  not  stand  before 
"  their  enemies,   because  they  were  accurs- 
"  edl-    Neither  will  I  be  with  you  any  more^ 
"  except  ye  destroy  the  accursed  thing  from 
^^  among  you.  Up,  sanctify  the  people,  and 
"^  oil' the  morrdw  the  Lord  will  by  lot,  take 
*^  first  the  tribe,  next  the  family,  and  lastly, 
**  the   man,    who   hath  taken   the  accursed 
**  thing;  and  he  shall  be  burnt  with  fire,  and 
"  all  that  he  hath,  because  he  h2lth  taken 
"  the  accursed   thing."     The  solemn  inqui- 
sition is  made ;  the  lot  is  cast ;    the  crimi- 
nal   is    found ;    he    confesses    that   he   had 
taken  part  of  the  spoil  of  Jericho,  even  gold 
and  silver  and  raiment,  and  that  they  were 
hid  in  his  tent:   they  are  found;    the  con- 
gregation stone  the  criminal,  and  burn  hinv 
with    fire.      Now   the  Lord    is    reconciled; 
victory  again  crowns  the  host  of  Jehovah, 
the  elements  of  heaven  war  for  Israel ;   and 
in  a  great   battle,   more  of  their  opponents 
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fiill  by  hailstones  of  supernatuml  magnitude 
than  by   the  sword. 

After  all  these  proofs  of  a  divine  inter- 
fcreilc^,  could  the  Jews  avoid  being  flilly 
convinced,  that  their  God,  the  omnipresent 
and  all-powerfiil  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth, 
had  commanded  the  exterminatioii  of  th? 
Canaanites;  or  could  they  venture  to  dis- 
pute the  command?  Let  us  then  reflect  on 
the  feelings  which  must  have  influenced 
them  while  actipig  under  this  command^  the 
natural  dFects  it  ^may  have  producexl  on 
their  moral  character  and  conduct,  and  the 
probable  reasons,  why  such  a  mode  of  ex-^ 
ecutiijg  tlv5  divine  judgments  formed  a  part 
of  the  Jewish  dispensation^ 

In  the  first  place,  is  it  not  evident  tliat 
the  Jews,  considering  themselves  as  nothing 
more  than  instrundents  in  the  hands  of  Je- 
hovah, tQ  e^s^ecute  his  sentence  on  the  con-? 
demned  nations  of  Canaan,  were  not  actu* 
ated  by  any  pf  those  depraved  motives,  which 
almost  universally  attend  the  pjosecution  of 
war?  The  whole  series  of  events  which 
occurred,  whil^  th^y  were  thus  obeying  the 
plain   mandate,    or  rather    yielding  ^o   the 

/      resistless^ 
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resistless  impulse  of  Omnlpbteiice,  was  a 
continued  trial  of  t^eir  bumble  reliamre  on 
tlie  divine  protection,  their  confidence  in 
the  divine  promises,  aiul  their  submissioa 
to  the  divine  will;  to  which  they  were  to 
sacrifice  every  personal  indulgence,  and  sub- 
jugate every  passion  of  their  sojiL  The 
thirst  of  plunder,  and  the  indulgence  of 
licentious  desiites,  are  too  frequently  the 
most  powerful  stinrnlus  to  war  and  con.* 
quest,  with  tbe  bulk  of  every  jsoUlicry :  bu* 
with  the  Jews,  these  motives  were  on  this^ 
occasion  wholly  set  aside.  The  entire  spoil 
however  rich,  the.  captives  however  nume- 
iou»  (n  desirable,  were  wholly  devoted  to 
the  Lord,  condemned  to  destruction,  with 
the  city  or  people  to  whom  they  belonged. 
Avarice  and  licentiousness  therefore,  were 
checked  not  cherished  by  this  system  in 
the  Jewish  people :  they  acted  not  from 
their  own  choice,  they  indulged  not  their 
own  desires,  they  merely  obeyed  the  imme- 
diate direction  of  Almighty  Power,  not  dar- 
ing either  to  destroy  or  to  shew  mercy, 
to  consume  or  to  spare,  any  tiling  animate 

or 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OBJECTION*.  73 

or  inanimate,   but   according   to   t^  strict 
letter  of  the  divine   instructions. 

Further,  as  all  avaricious  and  licentious  pro- 
pensities were  upon  this   occateion  checked 
and   disappointed;   so  it  is   scarcely*  to  be 
conceived  that^    eircunastanced  as  the  Jews 
wer€,  sangiunary  passions  could  find  access 
to  their    minds,.  Of    be   cherisl^ed  and   ,^n- 
couraged,  from  tlie  part  they  were  compelled 
to  act    The  greatest  care  was  taken  to  mark 
Oii*t  the  iitim^  of  idolatry  in  general,  not  the 
peculiar   individuate  with    whom  they  were 
tlien  at  war,   as  tbp   oi^ect  of  abhorrence 
llv^ry  thin^  ccmnected  with  such  fake  wcir- 
ship,   anin^^^  aad   inanimate,    was  stigma^ 
tized  as  an  abomination  to  the  Lord : .  the 
image,  the  altar,   the  grove  around  it,  the 
siliv(3r>  the. gold,,  th^  bousea  M^iich  were  the 
pjoperty  of  idolaters,  as  well  ^  the  idola- 
ters tliemselve%  were  to  be  utterly  dertroj^ed* 
And   in   ordqr   that   the  f^htigs  of  detes- 
tation and  al^orrence  mi^t  be  inseparably 
associated    with  the  crime  of  idolatry,   not 
with    the   persons    of  th^  .Canaanites;    in 
order  to  prove  to  the  Jews  that  they  were 
commanded  to  exterminate  the  seven  nations, 

not- 
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not  from  any  principle  of  personal  rescirt-^ 
ment  or  national  hostflity,  but  merely  as  cri- 
minals condemned  by  God;  they  were  so- 
lemnly bound,  to  exercise  exactly  the  same 
severity  towards  *aBy  of  their  own  nation, 
who   should    apostatize    to    idolatry.      The 

IDOLATROUS  HEBREW  CJITY  Or  HEBREW 
TRIBE  WA*  TO  BE  TOTALTY  EXTERMINATED^. 
A&  WELL  AS  THE  NATIONS  OF  CANAAN.      If 

the  most  beloved  brother,  or  the  chosen 
friend  of  the  Jew,  the  wife  of  his  bosom,  or 
the  child  of  his  hopes^  should  worship  lake 
godsy  it  was  eomman<led  that  he  should  pur- 
sue this  dearest  object  of  his  affection  .even 
unto  death;  **  His  eye  was  not  to  spare,  nei-r 
"  ther  was  he  to  shew  pity  unto  him/' 

Acting  under  such  a  system,  it  seems 
probable  that  ferocious  passion,  personat 
resentment,  and  even  national  hostility,  couki 
not  prevail  in  the  Jewish  host,  with  the 
same  force  as  in  any  other  conquering 
army ;  and  if  there  is  in  human  nature  any 
tendency  to  pity  the  suf&rings  of  criminals^ 
whe^e  the  crime  hurts  not  ourselves,  it  was 
probably  felt  on  this  occasion  by  the  J^ws* 

Indeed 
♦  Vide  Deut.  xii.  and  supra.  Vol.  I.  p.  330. 
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Indeed  we  have  decisive  proof,  that  it  was 
with  rehictance,  and  almost  by  compulsion, 
that  the  Jews  executed  the  sentence  of  di- 
vine justice  on  the  condemned  nations; 
because  it  is  certain,  that  as  soon  as  the 
terror  of  immediate  punishment  on  them- 
selves wafi  in  any  degree  withdrawn,  they 
neglected  to  execute  the  divine  command, 
they  ^spared  the  remaining  Canaanites,  they 
indulged  their  own  indolence  by  reposing 
in  peaoe,  or  their  pride  and  avarice,  by  re- 
ducing their  enemies  to  slaves  or  tributa- 
ries; and  in  process  of  time  began  "to  re- 
gard them  with  affection,  to  court  thdr 
alliance,  to  imitate  their  manners^  and  finally, 
participate  in  their  idolatry  and  their  licen- 
tiousness. 

If  then  the  severities  which  at  first  they 
were  compelled  to  exercise  against  these 
idolaters,  bad  a  tendency  to  excite  in  the 
minds  of  both  parties,  sentiments  of  aliena-, 
tion  and  hostility  towards  each  other;  let 
it  be  remembered,  that  this  tendency  was 
useful  and  necessary,  and  that  these  seve- 
rities, far  from  being  continued  longer,  or. 
iiarxied  further,   tlian  was  essentially  requi^ 
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site  for  the  purposes  of  the  divmc*  ceco-. 
notny,  would  at  first  seem  not  to  have 
been  carried  far  enough*  If  the  Jews  could 
not  be  entirely  prevented  from  mixing  with 
the  Canaanites^  even  by  the  mutual  hosti- 
lity which  such  measures,  as  they  were 
commanded  and  compelled  to  employ,  ap- 
pear calculated  to  produce;  hoi«r  instant^ 
and  tojbal,  and  inseparable,  would  have  been 
tiic  union  of  those  nations,  had  any  milder 
measures  been  employed ;.  and  how  entirely 
would  the  scheme  of  setting  apart  a  cho^ 
sen  and  peculiar  people,  to  preserve  the 
worship  and  tJie  oracles  of  God,  have  been 
defeated.  How  impiacticabte  would  it  have: 
been  to  mark  out  one  peculiar  nation^  tribe 
or  family,  from  whom  the  Messiah  inig^t 
be  proved  to  xlescend^  by  whom  the  word 
of  prophecy  might  be  preserved,  and  its^ 
accomplishment  attested.  In  d  woitl,  sup- 
pose tiiis  part  of  the  Jewish  dispensation 
dxanged,  and  it  appears  probable,  as  far  a* 
human  ^sagacity  caii  determine,  that  the^ 
whole  scheme  must  have  been  abandoned, 
or  eflEectsed  by^  means  to  us  inconceivable. 
Wlien^  thertfore,   we  asik;  why  the  swords 
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rf  the  Jews  was  employed  for  the  punkh- 
tatnt  of  the  condemned  nations  of  Canaan, 
rather  than  any  other  means?  We  answer, 
that  no  otiier  mode  of  punishment  could 
have  so  eflfectualiy  guarded  the  Jews  from 
being  seduced  hy  the  allurements  of  idolatry^ 
aad  involved  in  all  the  guilt  aiid  pro&na- 
tion,  all  the  multiplied  cruelties  and  impurities, 
which  idolatry  necessarily  introduced*  The 
degree  of  alienation  and  hostility  thus  excited 
in  both  parties,  accomplished  this  puipose 
of^  the  divine  administration  as '  far  as  was 
indispensably  necessary,  with  less  extensive 
infliction  of  miraculous  punishment  th^  any 
other  conceivable  mode.  All  the  na^ons  of 
Canaan  migiit  have  been  swept  oiF  by  a 
pestilence,  and  the  Jews  placed,  without  re- 
sistance, in  the  possession  of  dieir  territory; 
but  even  with  this  most  extensive  destruc- 
tion of  the  condemned  nations,  would  the 
Jews  have  been  equally  guarded  against 
tlie  contagion  of  idolatry,  from  every  sur- 
rounding state?  Would  they  liave  been  fil- 
led with  the  same  terror  of  impiety,  super- 
stitious cruelty  and  licentiousness,  as  when 
they  themselves*  were  compelled  to   becoiiic 
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executioners  of  divine  vengeance  for  these 
crimes?  Assuredly  not.  With  the  strong 
tendency  to  imitate  the  manners  and  adopt 
the  corruptions  of  idolatry,  which  the  Jews 
afterwards  displayed,  it  seems  probable  that, 
if  this  scheme  had  not  been  adopted,  to 
alienate  them  as  strongly  as  possible  from 
its  votaries^  nothing  could  haye  prevented 
their  immediate  and  total  apostacy,  but  mi- 
raculously rendering  the  surrounding  world 
a  wildeniesa,  pr  restraining  the  Jewish  na- 
tion^ by  some  uninterrupted  and  supernatu- 
ral force,  from  all  commerce  with  every 
other  people* 

Thus  wild,  unnatural  and  impracticable,  are 
the  expedients  which  seem  necesssuy  to  be 
substituted,  when  we  suppose  any  departure 
from  what  has  been  the  real  process  of  the, 
divme  dispensations.  Is  it  not  then  irrational 
and  unjust,  to  accuse  this  part  of  the  divine 
oeconomy  as  too  severe,  when  it  is  certain 
it  was  barely  severe  enough  to  effect  the 
preservation  of  the  word  and  worship  of 
the  one  true  God,  in  a  single  nation?  Is 
it  not  unjust  to  charge  it  with  a  tendency 
to  deprave  tlie  morals  of  the  Jews,   when 

It 
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,it  ieems    to  have  been*  die   only:  efieofuid 
melthod  df  iasptring  thent  xrith  a  (tete&latipti 
of  all    die   fottiest  a*imei^  to  liie.  s^ujc^io^ 
of  which  they'  were '  most !  exposed^'  mi4  wth 
pressing  a  fearful  appmfaetmom  of  ihe^puni^ 
meht  which  must  attetyl  theiri  p«rpetratif>u^ 
But  the  punishtnisnt  of  t}i6<Canaau[iites  j>y  t^ 
sword  of  the  Jews^  rather  thaa  by  any  other 
mode,  seems  to  haAne  promote^  t^  <^^^  of 
the  divine  oeconomy,  not  only  by  reudcrii^ 
it  more  prtictieable  to  keq)  the  qhcwn  people 
a  separate  i^ce,  alienaced  from  the  spcieiy^ 
and  guarded  against  the  sedi|ictiojp3  of  Jdplar  . 
ters;   but   by  PftEPARiNo  tble  way,    for 

ir^RMINATlKO  THE  HIRACU4'0US  INTER- 
POSITION UNDER  WHICH  IT  HAD  fiE£N 
NECESSARY    TO     DISCIPLINE     THE    JeWISH 

NATION^  leaving  at  the  same  time  such  deep 
and.  awfi^l  impresBJons  on  their  ^lind^  .as 
oug^t  to  preserve  Uiem  permanently  obedient 
to  the  divine  Law. 

The  great  support  of  idol  worship,  wa^ 
the  fixed  opinion,    that   the  idols  of  each 
nation  were  its  faithful  guardian  gods,  secu-^ 
ring  its  temporal  prosperity,  and  above  all,    - 
its  success  in  war ;  combating  on  tlie  side  of 

VOL.  II..  G  theb 
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ilMk  v^rtoxikB,  with  an:  effect  {iropprtioned  to 
tbi$  power  of  tfaeis  slippoaed  divimCy,  ai4 
«Mlib6slmig  the  value  of  their  t>rottctioii  Vy 
Itei  gffettMss^of  the  victories  they  aCdiievod. 
Tttk'  Mrdflg  priBGiple  of  idoUttous  ^ductioiii 
ii«^lig  cduld  M  ^kctiislly  counteract^  al 
ffie  itbutidant  ifejipcriiAerttal  proof  which  the 
J^ws  received,  that  the  one  oUlt  tRUE  Gox>^ 
J^titaVAH,  thetf  guardian God^  andimmediatQ 
wvereign  Lord,  was  iti  thi^,  ^'  itt  every  otbet 
res{)ect,  det^idedly  su^rior  to  dlt  tl^  Qentite 
iddi^  confedel^ted  together;  atid^  that  as  hft 
had  promised  to  be  ^' an  en^rtiy  to  their 
*'  fehemics,  arid  an  adversary  to  iheir  adver* 
^*  a(arieS,"  so  h6  Was  able  effeetdalfy  to  fiiMH 
his  proriiise  of*  "  sending  his  ftAr  before  thtttt^ 
**  and  destroying  all  the  pfeOpl6  to  Avhom  they 
**  should  come,  and  making  fiill  their  etteifti6s 
•*  turn  theit  backi^  \into  them  r''  attd  £ts  thdr 
corifrdcnce  in  the  divine  protectibti  was  thwi 
established,  by  their  being  made  the  instru* 
merits  of  exterminating  the  Canaariites,  riiore 
than  it  could  have  beeri  by  any  othei'  possibl* 
mode  of  effecting  their  settlement  ill  the 
promised  land ;  so  by  the  very  same  dispen- 
sation was  i  salutary  terror  impressed  upott 

them, 

*  Exod.  xxiii.  27. 
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ttem,  prepamig  them  for  being  jpfoverned 
without  any  furtiher  ccmtiiuied  ttiinu^ulooB 
intecpMition.  Thdr  Ood  had  denounced 
againfit  them,  that  if  they  forsook  his  wor- 
idiip  and  viohtted  hU  Law^  he  would  cause 
Aettt  to  be  *  "  Smitten  before  their  enemks; 
^*  that  dicf  should  go  out  one  way  a^iiivt 
'^  them  and  flee,  seven  ways  before  them^ 
^*  and  that  they  shouid  be  removed  itito  ati 
"  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth/'  They  now 
eiesidy  perceived  the  full  power  (Of  <3od  to 
execute  this  dread  ikmunciatioii  (  they  mm; 
Jhlt  ptacticaUy  and  decinvely  ike  pewer  of 
j£HOVAH,  to  make  man  the  instrument  of 
punishing  idolatry,  k&we^er  preoiomty  an- 
billing  J  or  apparently  umble,  to  indict  this 
punishment:  they  wem  now  ex|>eriment^y 
ccmvinced,  diat  no  military  superiority  of 
multitude  or  discipline^  could  protect  them 
from  the  sword  of  their  enemies,  or  preserve 
their  nalipn  from  totad  destruction)  if  they 
forsook  the  covenant  of  tlieir  God.  Hence, 
after  thdr  settlement  in  the  kud  of  C^uaaan^ 
the  terror  which  the  hostility  of  the  sur* 
rounding  nations  inspired,  was  fitted  to  be>- 
cotne  the  principal  check  to  i-estrain  them 
G  2  from 

*  Deut.  xxviiii  25. 
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from  idplatry ;  they  were  prepared  to  rccogr 
liise  in  their  defeats  the  effect  of  divine  dis*- 
pleasure,  and  the  arm  of  man  was  filtod.to 
become,  die  instrument  of  that  punishmcmt 
which  their  God  might  determine  to  inflict. 
Thus  the  scheme  of  discipline  and  correctbi^ 
which  divine  wisdom  judged  it  necessary  to 
exercise  over  his  chosen  people,  was  con- 
ducted by  a  system  which  was  easily  con- 
nected with  the  common  course  of  evetats?, 
and ' assimilated  to,  and  blended  with, the 
general)  and^  as  it  were,  natural  progress  of 
the  providential  adnliniB^tration  pf  humaa 
affairs,  ,    . 

In  this  view,  the  pttnishmient.of  die  Or 
naanites  by  the  sword  of.  the  Jevys,  rather 
than  by  any  other  means,  stems  k  necessary 
part  bf  the  divine  oeconomy;  and  tlie  evfent 
proves,  that  the  rigour  and^  extent  of  that 
punishment  were  not  greater  than  the  objects 
of  that  oeconomy  indispensably  required ;  for 
if  the  dreadful  example  thus  exhibited  in  all  its 
terrors  to  the  Jews,  and  imprinted,  one  would 
suppose,  indelibly  on  their  hearts,  was  yet 
insufficient  to  prevent  them  from  yielding 
firequently    to    the    seductions    of   idolatry; 

what 


Digitized 


j  by  Google 


OBJECTIONS.  8^. 

what  mu^t  Jiave  been  the  result,  Tiad  no 
i^ch  severity  of  discipline  Been  employed? 
4t^s$uredly  thp  exclusive  worship  of  Jehovah 
could  not  have  been  preserved  beyond  a 
siii^le  geiieratig^/  or  re&torcd  by  a  less  signal 
or  prolonged  display  of  miracles,  than  that 
wbiqh  r  .>vas  first  employed  to  establish  it 
Now.  dtber  the  , total  abolition  of  true  reli- 
ppm  or  its  repeated  re&toratioaa,  by  such 
repeated  and  contimied  interruption^  of  the 
course  of  nature,  and  the  regular  tenor  of 
the  providential  government  of  man,  seem 
utterly  inconsistent  with  the  purposes  of  the 
divine  dispensations. 

The    TREATMEXT    OF    THE      AllALEKITES  - 

has  also  been  considered  as  a  great  diffi- 
culty: much  of  \yh^t  has  bteen  said  as  to 
the  tr^atment>  of  the  Cana^nites  applies  to 
it;  but  jt  has  its  pfirticular  circumstances, 
which  it  becomes  necessaiy  briefly  to  consider. 
.  The  first  notice  of  the  Am»lekites  is  in 
Exodus,  *  where  it  is  said,  "  Then  came 
^' Amalek  a^nd  fought  with  Israel  in  Re- 
V-pljidiin.*'  Their  miraculous  defeat  is  there 
recorded,  an4  the  monument  which  Moses 

set 
*  Exod.  xvii.^from  8  to  the  end. 
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set  Hp  to  preserve  the  memor^r  of  it,  and 
the  order  of  God  concerning  it.  *^  A«rf 
*^  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  write  this  for 
*^  a  memorial  in  a  book,  and  rehearse  it  in 
*'  the  ears  of  Joshua  j  for  I  will  utterly  put 
*^out  the  remembrance  of  Amakk  ffom 
founder  heavwi.  And  Moses  built  an  altay 
**  and  called  the  name  of  it  Jehovah 
!^NiaMi  *  for  he  said,  because  the  Lowl 
*^  hath  sworn,  that  the  Lord  will  have  waf 
^'with  AtR&tek  from  generatimi  to  genera? 
tion."  But  in  the  reeapitulation  f  of  thi^ 
history,  Moses  mentions  the  particulars, 
\fhich  prove  this  to  have  been  an  hostility 
on*  the  part  of  the  Amalekites  totally  un^ 
provoked,  and  attended  with  very  aggravate 
ii^g  circumstances,  *^  Remember,^  says  he, 
**  what  4^^^  <*wi  unto  thee  by  the 
^*  way,    when    ye  were   come  forth  out  of 

Egypt; 

*  "  Tlie  Lord  my  banner;^  the  next  verse  paght,  as 
8p8ps  to  meu  to  be  translialbed,  'f  For  be  said,  becan|«e  Abe 
**  hand  of  the  Lord  shall  be  fpr  ever  upon  the  banners  of 
\*  war  against  Amalek.^'  This  translation  is  justified,  by 
changing  d3,  **  a  throne/'  into  0^  'f  a  banner:^'  tie  ^ra- 
tion was  proposed  by  Hou\>igant,  and  seeni3  pn^&rable  tp 
any  other.  Those  readings  proposed  by  Le  Clerc  in  locum, 
and  by  Shuckford,  Vol.  III.  p.  31,  seem,  though  in^^nious, 
not  so  natural.    Vidn  Oodd'^  90t^  ^  ^  passage. 

t  DeuUxxv.  17. 
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**  Egypt ;  hpw  he  ^mt  ^  lii«e  hyr.iW^^Wi 
**mid  sjifiote  the  Wndflwi^t  erf  the^  ^viWr^H 
'^  fliot  were  feebk  behiiad  theft  iyi>fln.4Jbou 
**wa8t  feih*  ^  w^^iy,  asd/.^Ei  jFeABfte 
^^  NOT  Gop;  thei'efoi^  it  ^hiUl  I*,  ,wh^i^  the 
'^  Lord  thy  Go4  hfttlj  giv^jth^e-i^t  ftoi» 
**  all  thtee  qnewi^  TQiwd  ^hout,  i^  tie;Hip4 
f^  which  the  Ix)rd  thy  G^  glve^ftir^ll^  fpff 
^^w^7inh«rit^Qefcoppp«es^J$,  t)Mit.4hf«:sMJ 
V  bjot.wt  tfee  v^mrniiftmo^  of  ^Aip^l^  from 

.  H^e: th@]i|..  the  cUiriil^;  qt§wiaB4  to  i^*- 

tonjoladJ^  Aid$tl^i^  a  i^tipn^  14  gridumded, 

first,  o»  their;  wiHi*ietiteniFtedi^  tfee  ciwwft 

people.ftf  <?^d. .  Theytha4'di*pteJ^e4m  thw 

Rttft^k  .^B   then?,    ?^  ppirit;  of  unpr^wfeed^ 

^xmi,  trwcbewwi*  jEfflt^  invfitef*^  Ji9S^^ 

Jt  wfl^  uiipiiovoke^,,ii#f%Bsp  x}mp  m»f^ 

m  reason   tQ  ^Vm^y  th»»^   th/?  J^w/^  Jpi%^ 

the  remotest   initfEfttion   of   either    iiatjiJUfi^^ 

their  perw»s  or  seveipg  m^  rtieir  teititoajy? 

wJwh  do^3  »ot  ^pear  to  hftve  formed  f  ^ny 

part 

*  In  Samool  xr.  2,  il  is  ^^  ban?  he  Itid  v^uS^  higa 
''in  th«  way/'  .  ;r 

t  Vld«  Patrick  do  Exod.  wrii.  #<  miBe^.  loiw.n^pf. 
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part  of  thit  land,  of  which  the:  Jetvp'ivcrd 
commanded^  by  God  to  take  possession: 
Accordingly  we  never  find  the  Amalelut^s 
mentioned  among  the  lAtiom,  who  were  to 
be  expelled  from  the  promised  land.  It 
was -a  cruel,  treacherous  and  inveterate  hos-^ 
tility,  because*  they  kttacked  the  Jewish  host, 
k^-  appears,  by  stiFpri$e,  'so  as  to  cut  off 
the  bindtnbst,  who  wcr§  feeble,  and  weaiy 
ahd' feint:  and  surely  an  enftny  actihgr.Jrt 
suc^fc  a  manner  as  this,  might  at  that  time 
have  been  regarded  aa  an^  inveterate  and 
malignant  f^e,  whose  d^fetrofctfon  ml^t  bl; 
tonsidei-ed  as^  almost  necessary  to  the  safety 
of  those  whom  they  attacked.  But  this  wa? 
not  the  chifef  cause*  of  the  doom  dtoounc^ 
against  them ;  it  was  not  so  nmch  the  cruelty 
of  their  conduct,  as  the  impiety  of  their  motive^ 
which  drew  down  upon  them  the  divine 
vengeance:^  -•  they  feared  not  gob.'' 
Xhe  Amatekites^^could  not  but*  have  known 
thfe  signs  and  wonders,   by  which  Jehovah 

had 

•consider  UieseAmalekke*  as  the  descendants  of  Esau,  who 
would  therefore,  but  for  their  own  misconduct,  have  en- 
joyed the  same  exemption  from  all  attempts  of  the  Jews  on 

•their  tevritoryiffas  the  children  of  Bdom.\  Vide  Beat.  ii.  i. 
BhI  tins  teems  uncertain. 
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had  riescued  his. chosen  people  from  Egyp* 
tkn  slavery,  and  declared  himsdf  openly 
their  guardian  God.  They  must  particul£^'ly 
have  knoWn  the  recent  destruction  of  the 
Egyptian  host  in  the  Red  Sea;  But  the 
Amalckites,  nofcwithstandmg  all  this,  **  feiared 
*^not  the  God  of  the  Jews:"  they  set  them- 
selves voluntarily  and  audaciously  in  direct 
defiance  of  the  power  of  Jehovah,  and  this 
at  a  period  ,wh©a  this  kind  of  opposition 
was  peculiarly  repugnant  to  the  purposes  of 
the  divine 'dispensations ;  for  we  are  in- 
formed,: that  *  *VGod  led  not  his  people 
^^  through  die  way  of  the  land  of  the  Phi- 
^  K^tines,  although  that  was  near ;  for  God 
^'^aid,  least  peradventupe  the  people  repent 
J'  when  th^  sec  war,  and  retairn  to  Egypt" 
Under  these  circumstanbes,  the  unprovoked, 
inveterate  and  presimiptuous  attack  of  tine 
Amalekites,  must  have  been  consideied  both 
by  thifm  and  the  Jews,  ^s  a  direct  insult 
to  the. majesty  of  Jehovah,  in  his  characr 
ter  of  peculiar  guardian  and  immediate  Lord 
of  this  cliosen  {^ople.  It  was  not  consist 
tent  with  ^the  purposes  of  the  divine  (eco- 
nomy, 
f  Etod.  xyM.  17. 
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n^ndfiyf  to  vmdk^ate  die  honour  of  Jehovah 
^y  Apy  general  punishment  of  the.Amale- 
li;itai  at  that  time:  their  attack  was  repels 
le4^  bttt  not  retaliated,  nor  was  their  terri-» 
tofy  iiiK^adedv  This  contemptuous  defiaiK^^ 
uf  Uie  ppwer  and  majesty  of  God  wmild, 
tfaerelbre,  have  appeared  to  escape  with  im- 
fmaiyj  if  i^o  furtl^r  notice  had  been  taken 
ef  it;  a  cii'cuaiatance  which  might  have 
degiraded  the  Deity  in  the  estimation  of 
Ihe  Jews^  who  judged  of  his  powef,  ^  all 
etiaer  nations  then  judged  of  their  guardian 
goda^  by  his  vigour  and  promptifaide  in  de-r 
£mdiiig  his  people  and  punishing  their  ene- 
mies. This  seems  to  be  a  reason  why  Grod 
jpadged  it  necessary  to  anno^iiice  tq  the 
Jew^^  that  though  he  would  not  at  present 
pfunish  the  insult  of  the  Amalekite%  he  yet 
woaki  not  suffer  it  to  pass  ^naliy  unpunishf 
ed;  hit  tliat  he  would  authorize  and  tmi^ 
ploy  than  to  inflict,  at  a  remote  period, 
the  punishment  it  merited;  tht^  impress-^ 
fog  the  Jews  themselves  with  the  salutary 
Gonvictioo,  that  where  the  majesty  of  Je« 
bovah  was  insulted,  *  present  delay  qf  punish- 
ment 
♦  Vide  BuUer's  Aaadogy,  Parti,  ch.  ii.  p.  56. 
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ment  qffhrded  no  presumption  of  fiml  im- 
punity. 

In  addition  to  this  I  would  remark,  that 
this  sentence  was  a  prophecy  as  well  as  a 
command,  repeated  afterwards  by  Balaam,  ♦ 
^nd  in  which  the  Jews  were  made  the  in- 
struments of  executing  the    will    of  their 
God,   and  supplied  with  a  striking  proof  of 
the  divine  foreknowledge  of  their  legislator, 
which  being  recalled  to  their  remembrance 
400  years  after,  when  Saul  was  commands 
cd   to  carry   this    sentence   into  execution, 
tended  to  impress  upon  them  a  salutary  awe 
for  the  authority,  and  an,  humble  obedience 
to  the  precepts  of  the  Mosaic  Law;  a  les* 
son  peculiarly  necessary  at  the  beginning  of 
the  regal  government^  which  the  peo{$fe  had 
called  for,  from  a  certain  degree  of  impa- 
tience under  that  theocracy,  which  God  by 
Moses  had  established.     "  Wlien,"  says  Sa- 
muel, f  '*  ye  saw  that  Nahath,  the  king  of 
**  the  children  of  Ammon,  came  against  you, 
**  ye  said  unto  me.   Nay,   but  a  king  shall 
^*  reign  over  us,  when  the  Lord  your  God 
*'was  your  king.      Now  therefore,   behold 

"  the 
f  Nuiobers,  Z3df«  90«  f  I  Skmueh  xii.  12. 
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'^  the,  king  whwi  ye  have  chosen,  >nd  whom 
**  ye  have  desired ;    and    behold,    the  Lord 
**  h>th  set  a  king  f>\l5r.  ypu;  if  ye  will  fear 
"  (be  LiQrdi  ;apf|    servf.  hini,   and   obey   his 
^  yoK:e^,:TaiMj  flot.  ,rdtM^  ;3^aia&t    the    couir 
y  trf%adnv(vk%  of  t\ke  Xoyd,   theaa  shall .  both 
**ye,  Snd  .j|lso  iht  kiflg-  that  leigneth  ^ver 
^^  yiHi,   coi^tiiUie  fplH>^ing  the    Lord    youi 
"  GocK    ;Bat  if  ye  will  i]^<>t  olj^y  the  voice 
*^of  the   JLojd,  but  rebel  against  the  com- 
*^Jnandment  ^f .  the    I.ord,    then^  shall'  the 
^r  haifWl  of  the  i.ord  ]ie  against  you,  as  it,  was 
'^  againsjb  youv  fathers,."    M  the  great  crite-  , 
rioiiof  this<ibedience,  Samuel  enjoins  on  Saul 
the  execution  of  this  command  against  the 
Amalekites.   They  liad  joined  with  his  nume^ 
rous  and  inveterate  enemiesi,   to  destroy  him 
m  the  infancy  of  his  reign ;  but  the  dh'ine 
aid  had  given  •  him  a  victory  over  the  Philis- 
tines, and  enabled  him  .tp  extricate  himself 
from  his  enemies  on  every  side:  and  now 
Samuel    reminds    Jlim,    *  ^'  That    God    liad 
*^  auoijated  him  king  over  Israel,"  and  in- 
Ibitas  him,  that  he  in  consequence  required 
|im>.  tp  execute 'his  judgments  on  Amalekj 

'  :  .    '  '".-  «  1  Sam.  XV.  1,  5dc* 
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aad  .that  the  Jews  might  feel  they  wer6 
acting  merely  erecmtioners.oftlLe  dMnc  s^d^ 
tenccy  and  that  the  vvar  was  i  not  undertaken 
or  to  be  carried  on  fr6ni  the  common  motives 
of  conquest,  they  were  forbidden  to  make 
any  prisoners,  jOr  take  any  spoils . .  Saui;  vip*^ 
lated.this  part  of  the  command,  having:  thfe 
king  of  the  Amalekites,  and.  perJcntttin^  > 't^e 
people  to  take  of  the  spoil,  Mnder,  the  pr^ 
tence  of  offering  it  to  G^d ;  but  Stojjel 
exposes  the  shallow;  pi'elejit^  ;fQr'  bfe  ,  saidy 
*  ".  Hath;  the  Lord  as  great  ^  d^eli^i^t  in 
"  bwnt  ofiferings  and  sjiccifices,  a«  Jn  bbeyipg 
f^'the  voioe  of  tlie  Lord?  BehoAd  to.  ()b6y;  is 
"  better  than  s^crificf,  and  .to  hesarfeep  tl^ti 
*^  the  fat  of  r^ms;  for  rebellion  i^  ^  tlie.sin 
"of  witchcraft,  and  stubbormie^  is  as  ini* 
^'quity  and  idolatry.  Because  thou  hast  re- 
Ejected  the  word  of  the  Lord,  he  hath  ajso 
"  rejected  thee  from  being  king."  Tims  tlie 
original  sentence  against  the  Amalekites,  and 
still  more  its  final  execution,  appear^  to  have 
tended  to  impress  powerfully  upon  ike  Jews, 
the  necessity  of  obedience  to  the  will,  and 
aye  ,for  the  m^esty  of  Jehovah;,  and  may 

xtherefore 
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therefore  have    formed  a  necesiiuy  Imk  in 
the  great  seiies  of  the  dWmc  dtspenflatt(m$. 

This  is  tl»  light  m  which  this  traoafto 
ticm  strikes  me*  *  Otlier  writers  haw  ob- 
served, and  certainly  with  truth,  that  the 
apparent  severi^  of  this  sentence  is  j^at^ 
diininii^d,  whmi  we  consider  that  the  Anm^ 
lekites  continwd  to  manifest  the  most  hostile 
dispoi&tion  to  the  Hebrew  nation,  hj  attacks 
jng  them  whenever  they  had  an  opportunity, 
and  joining  their  enemies  upon  all  occasions 
to  cypress  and  enskve  them,  f  "They 
'^joined  the  Canaanites  and  destroyed  many 
"of  the  people  upon  their  first  attempt  to 
**  tmtet  into  Canaan  •  they,  J  with  the  Moa- 
^*  bites,  went  and  smote  Istael,  dispossessed 
"  them  of  the  city  of  Rilm-trees,  €md 
^^  helped  to  reduce  them  to  an  eighteen 
"  years  servitude :  they  also  joined  with  the 
**  Midianites  to  cq)press  them,   and  utterly 

"  imjpoverished 

*  Vide  Patrick  on  Exod.  xvii.  8,  and  Deul.  xxv.  17; 
aka  Fbli  Synopsis  and  Dodd ;  tide  also  Maimohides  Mtir6^ 
NeY0chim>  Pars  HI,  cap.  xli.  p,  466 ;  Leland's  Answer  to 
Tindal,  Vol.  II.  p.  36;  Chandler's  Life  of  David,  Vol.  I. 
Book  I.  ch.  ir.;  and  Lenctinres  on  the  Old  Testament,  )by 
Samuel  Pai^ker,  sect.  vii.  p.  122. 

f  Numbers,  xi\r.  45.  J  Judges,  iii.  13  and  14-. 
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^fimpavcttislied  the  Jews  bj  their  tmpioes 
^  Bhd  phmdetil^  *  deHmying  tii6  incireafte  of 
^  tite  eirth^  and  Itoviiig  no  tostena^de  for 
^^floto  cnr  betet;  knd  afterwards  in  eath^  ^ 
^^junctioil  with  the  Midiatiitish  MtSiy]  alv> 
"^tttlik^  thtrmi&beittte;  Under  Saul's  rei^n, 
^  they:  cdK^tinued  tfa«ir  tavages  anc(  violemle; 
"  tod  Wheft  h&  had  repulded  thgm,  h«  pfo- 
^'e^eded,  in  tbrtip^iice  with  the  diyhui 
^«  ienteAcfe,  uftWly  to  eMfli^itfe  thtt^.'^  Thui$ 
ft»om  the  ^rst  iUp  td  th*  iMt^  they  ftppeaf 
to  have  pursued  the  chosen  people  of  QoA 
wrtii  a^  de*p  and  uttwearted  tnallgfiity,  <^ri- 
g!ha%  UhproVok«d^  ^d  Hevef  to  be  satisfied, 
so  that,  humanly  speafcilig,  tb*y  drcVv  their 
6%ti  fate  upon  tliemeelvte*,  Thiir  oottduct 
Being  fotetold,  ttnd  th^it  final  puimislwient 
being  authorised  by  God,  tkn  scarcely  be 
niatter  of  surpHs*,  when  v^t  a^nsUlet  tht 
pecUliaf  rt5latiOA  iti*  M^idh  Jehovah^  stood  to 
the  Jft\r^,  as  their  tutelary  God,  and  even 
their  natural  Soveteigh:  atid  Dh  Chandler 
well  remarks  doncdmitig  this  order  of  God, 
'*If  he  foresaw  that  the  safety  of  hjs  people 
"  materially  depended  upfln  it,  the  order  was 

**  wisely 
'  *  Judges^  vL  3. 
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•*  wisely  and  justly  given;  and  if  they  Twere 
"  ripe  for  that  vengeance,  witk  whicj^^  they 
"  had  been  threatened  above  four  faundied 
"years  before,  and  which  had  been  so  long" 
**  mercifully    delayed    by    the    patience  .  of 
'*  Almighty  God,  I  priesume  it  was  no  inji|s<^ 
"  tice  in  him,  who  bc»t  knowa  the.  proper 
"  seasons  of  his  own  conduct,  and  is  the 
"  best  judge  of  the  means  and  instruments 
"  to  execute  his  own  purposes,   to  put  the 
**  sword  of  justice    into  Saul's  hand,    aAd 
*^  command  him  to  cut  off  those  whom  he 
"thought  fit  to  make  examples  of,  for  the 
"numerous  vices,  oppressions  and  cruelties 
"  of  which   he   knew    them   to    be  guilty^ 
"  Samuel    terms    them,    those  sinners    the 
•*  Amalekites„  to  denote,   that  even  at  that 
"time,    they  were  a  very  wicked    people;^ 
"  that    they  themselves    were  ripe  for   the 
"judgments   of    the  Ahnighty,    and    that 
"  they  were   punished   for  their   own  sins, 
"  though  mention  is  made  of  die  evil  con- 
"  duct  of  their  ancestors ;  and  it  had  been 
"long    predicted   that   Amalek    should    bo 
'/  destroyed/'  # 

The 
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Tlie  observations  here  adduced,  with  regard 
to  the  treatment  both  of  the  Canaanites  and 
Amalekites,  may,  it  is  hoped,  diminish  some- 
what that  appearance  of  contrariety  to  the  be- 
nignity of  the  divine  attributes^  which  at  first 
sight  they  bear ;  and  tend  to  develope  the  con- 
nection of  these  transactions  with  the  entire 
scheme  of  that  dispensation,  of  which  they  form 
a  part.  But  the  true  refutation  of  the  objec- 
tion derived  from  these  events,  is  undoubtedly 
founded  on  that  principle  stated  in  p.  62, 
and  defended  by  Butler  and  Cumberland  in 
the  annexed  note.  Even  the  absolute  domi- 
nion of  the  supreme  God  over  the  lives  and 
properties  of  all  human  beings,  and  his 
power  to  transfer  that  dominion  to  whom- 
soever his  infinite  wisdom  shall  judge  meet> 
by  a  clear  promulgation  of  his  sovereign  will; 
rendering  actions  performed  in  obedience  to 
that  will,  not  only  innocent,  but  instances 
of  obedience  and  piety;  which,  without 
such  an  authority,  must  have  originated 
from  unjustifiable  motives,  and  therefore 
have  been  deservedly  condemned  as  criminal. 
To  expect  that  the  supreme  Governor  of 
the  world  should,  in  every  instance,  disclose 

^yoL.  II.  tt  to 
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to  beings  such  as  we  are,  not  only  that  a  par- 
ticular mode  of  conduct  is  certainly  com-e 
manded,  but  also  all  the  reasons  why  it  is 
commanded,  is  surely  most  irrational  and 
presumptuous;  though,  wherever  he  has 
thought  fit  to  communicate  the  reasons  of 
his  dispensations,  we  are  bound  to  trace 
them  with  caution,  to  contemplate  them? 
with  humility,  and  to  acquiesce  in  them 
with  gmtitude. 

It  is  further  objected,  that  the  destruction 
of  the  Canaariites  by  the  sword  of  the  Jews, 
would  afford  precedent  for  continued  perse- 
cution and  butchery,  under  the  pretext  of 
religious  zeal ;  and  encourage  the  Jews  to 
invade,  pillage,  and  exterminate  all  their 
weaker  neighbours,  under  the  pretence  of 
supporting  the  dignity,  and  extending  the 
worship  of  Jehovah.  In  answer  to  this,  let 
it  be  remembered,  that  the  same  divine 
authority  which  granted  the  chosen  nation 
the  land  of  Canaan,  fixed  limits  to  their 
conquest,  positively  restrained  them,  as  well 
during  their  approach  to  the  promised  land, 
as  after  their  settlement  in  it,  from  attack- 
ing the  neighbouring  nations.     The  circura-^ 

stance 
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stance  of  the  inhabitants  being  idolaters, 
did  not  jusrify  them  in  invading  any  country; 
Ihey  were  allowed  only  to  take  possession  of 
such  territories  as  Jehovah  expressly  assigned 
to  them.  Thus,  in  their  march  towards  the 
promised  land,  they  were  strictly  commanded, 
to  take  good  heed  to  themselves  with  respect 
to  the  children  of  Esau :  '^  Meddle  not 
'^  witii  them,**  saith  the  Loid,  **  for  I  will 
^  not  give  ypu  of  their  land,  no,  not  so 
•*  much  as  a  foot  breadth ;  because  I  have 
*^  given  Mount  Seir  unto  Esau  for  a  posses- 
•^sion,"*  With  equal  strictness  were  they 
prohibited  from  dispossessing  the  children 
of  Moab  and  the  children  of  Ammon ;  yet 
these  thrice  nations  were  involved  in  gross 
idolatry.  Indeed  the  whole  constitution  of 
^Ime  Jews,  religious  and  political,  -was  admi- 
rably calculated  to  check  all  spirit  of  inva- 
sion and  conquest,  though  it  prepared  them 
effectually  for  self-defence.  The  whole  nation 
was  so  busied  in  agriculture,  as  to  have 
neitSier  time  nor  inclination  for  war;  prohi- 
bited from  multiplying  horses,  and  obliged 
to  assemble  three  times  a  year  at  the  place 
•    »  Hfi  which 

*  D«ut.  it.  5  and  19. 
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which  the  L6rd  should  choose^  distant  con- 
quests and  tedious  wars  were  utterly  im- 
possible: so  that  there  was  no  danger  the 
Jews  should  conceive  they  had  the  smallest 
right .  to  inflict  on  other  nations  punish- 
ments for  idolatry,  similar  to  those  which 
they  were  made  the  instruments  of  inflicting 
on  the  Canaanites;  and  the  entire  tenor  of 
their  history  proves  that  such  an  idea  never 
entered  their  thoughts.  This  objection  there- 
fore is  refuted  by  the  direct  letter  of  the 
Mosaic  Law,  and  the  whole  history  of  the 
Jewish  dispensation. 

^  Still  it  may  be  suspected,  that  to  employ 
the  chosen  people  of  God,  to.  be  the  instru- 
ments of  divine  vengeance  on  a  whole  na- 
tion, however  atrocious  their  guilty  had  a 
tendency  to  train  the  people  thus  employed 
to  deeds  of  blood,  to  harden  their  hearts, 
and  deprave  their  character.  It  may  be 
admitti^,  this  objection  would  have  con- 
siderable weight,  if  no  care  had  been  taken 
to  guard  against  this  effect:  but  nothing  U 
more  conspicuous  than  the  wise  and  effectual 
precautions  of  the  Jewish  Lawgiver  for  thit 
purpose ;  *  it  has  been  shewn,  that  the  tenor 

of 
*  Vide  supra^  from  p.  73  to  76. 
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of  the  command  given  to  punish  the  Ca- 
naanites^'  taught  the  Jews  to  regard  with 
abhorrence,  not  so  much  the  persons  of 
idolaters,  as  the  crime  of  idolatiy;  while 
every  thing  connected  with  such  false  wor^ 
ship,  animate  and  inanimate  alike,  was  de- 
voted to  destruction,  Jt  h^  been  shewn, 
that  the  thirst  of  plunder,  and  the  indul^ 
gence  of  liceptious  desires,  were  completely 
checked  and  defeated  in  the  Jewish  soldiery, 
by  the  very  conditions  on  which  alone  they 
were  enabled  to  subdue  the  condemned , 
nations;  and  that  the  feelings  of  national 
hostility,  and  personal  animosity,  were  con- 
trouled  and  mitig^t^d,  by  solen[inly  enjoining 
the  exercise  of  as  great  severity  in  punishing 
idolatry  among  Jews  theipselves^  as,  tjliey 
were  compelled  to  exercise  against  the  con- 
demned nations  of  Canaan ;  and  it  is  evident 
from  the  event,  that  it  wa3  with  ^^luctance, 
and  only  by  compulsion,  they  exercised  these 
severities,  because,  as  soon  as  the  impulse  of 
divilie  controul  was  withdrawn,  they  ceased 
.to  exercise  any  such  severity;  and,  on  the 
^  contrary,  treated  with  culpable  lenity,  and 
regarded  with  a  dangerous  complacency,  the 

remnanj:S; 
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remnants  of  the^e  impious  nations,  whose 
total  extermination  they  had  been  warned 
was  necessary  to  guard  against  the  contagion 
of  their  vices  and  idolatries.  It  has  also 
*  appeared,  from  an  examinatioiv  into  tte 
established  principles  and  direct  precepts 
of  the  Jewish  Law,  that  it  was  calculated 
to  inspire  a  spirit  of  universal,  and  active 
benevolence,  even  to  enemies,  as  far  as  the 
peculiar  situation  of  the  chosen  people  would 
allow;  and  that  it  tended  to  soften  and  huma- 
nize the  soul,  by  cherishing  sentiments  of  i^m- 
pathy  and  tenderness,  even  to  the  brute  creation. 
The  flaws  of  war  of  the  Jews  towards 
all  nations,   (the   Canaanites  and  Amalekitcs 

excepted,) 

*  Vide  supra,  p.  17,  and  from  p.  23  to  30;  also  Vol*  I. 
p.  300,  310,  356. 

t  Concerning  these  laws  of  war,  consult  Josephus's 
Antiq.  Book  IV.  sect.  xlii.  and  contra  Apion,  Book  11. 
.  sect.  XXX. ;  in  concurrence  with  the  most  respectable 
rabbis^  and  the  general  tradition  of  the  JeVs,  he  interprets 
Deut.  XX.  13,  only  toimp^y  a  permission  not  a  command, 
"  Thou  mayest  kill  (not  ihou  shalt  kill)  the  males,  that  is, 
**  the  adult  males;"  or  as  Josephus  interprets  it,  'V Those 
"  who  had  borne  arms  against  them,"  which  at  that  time 
inclu'led  all  the  adult  males  t  compare  2  Kings,  <ri.  22, 
which,  however  interpreted,  shews  an  instance  of  mercy  to 
prisoners  by  express  divine  authority.  Selden  de  Jure 
Gentium  apud  Hebraeos,  Lib.  VI.  cap.  xvi.  Vol.  I.  p.  C73, 
'  quotes  vatious  authorities  to  shew  the  Jews  were  authorised 
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excepted,)  were,  for  that  period  of  the  wx)rld, 
peculiarly  humane.  No  enemy  was  to  be 
attacked,  till  peace  had  been  offered:  on 
conquest,  only  the  males  who  had  borne 
arms,  were  permitted  to  be  put  to  death, 
and  even  of  these  they  might  make  pri- 
soners: women  and  children  were  protected: 
female  captives  were  guarded  from  abuse,  and 
treated  with  tenderness  and  respect :  all  unne- 
cessary waste  and  havock  were  strictly  forbid- 
den. Strangers  and  slaves  were  objects  of  pecu- 
liar, attention  in  the  Mosaic  X-aw,  and  their  in- 
.terests  and  rights  guarded  with  the  most 
tender  humanity,  *  "  Thou  shalt  not  oppress 
^*  a  stranger,  says  the  Law ;  for  ye  know 
<'  the  heart  of  a  stranger,  seeing  ye  were 
^*  strangers  in  the  land  of  Egypt  Ye  shall 
^^  not  afflict  any  widow  or  fatherless  child ; 
^*  if  thoi^  afflict  them  in  any  wise,  and  they 

^*  ay 

to  spare  all  prisoners  who  would  be^me  proselytos,  (even 
of  the  seven  nations^  as  there  would  then  be  no  danger  of 
learning  abominations  from  them ;  Deut.  xx.  1 8 :  and  he  proves 
k  was  an  ancient  edition  antiong  the  Jews,  that  in  besieg- 
ing a  city,  an  interval  was  to  be  left  to  give  the  besieged  an 
opportunity  of  escaping.  For  the  treatment  of  female  cap- 
tives, consult  Philo  de  Charitete,  p.  547 ;  and  on  the  "Laws 
of  War,  vide  Jews  Lptters'to  Voltaire,  Vol.  II.  Letter  III. 
and  Leland's  Answer  to  Morgan^  ^h.  iy. 
*  Exod.  xxiii.  9. 
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**  cry  at  all  unto  me,  saith  the  Lord,  I 
**  will  surely  hear  their  cry,  and  my  wrath 
"shall  wax  hot,  and  I  will  smite  you  witk 
"  the  sword,  and  your  wives  shall  be  widows, 
**  and  your  children  fatherless.  If  thou  meet 
*'  thine  enemy's  ox  or  his  ass  going  astray, 
"  thou  shalt  surely  bring  it  back  to  him 
"  again :  if  thou  see  the  ass  of  him  that 
"  hateth  thee,  lying  under  the  burthen,  and 
"  wouldest  forbear  to  help  him,  thou  shalt 
"surely  help  with  him."  Thus  also  the 
most  sacred  ordinances  of  religion,  were 
stated  to  have  a  reference  to  the  comforts 
of  the  poor,  and  the  ease  even  of  inferior 
animals.  When  the  land  was  to  rest  each 
Sabbatic  year,  the  Lawgiver  assigns  as  a 
reason,  *  "  Ye  shall  let  it  rest,  that  the  poor 
**  of  thy  people  may  eat ;  and  what  they 
"  leave,  the  beasts  of  the  field  shall  eat." 
Thus  also  as  to  the  Sabbath  day:  "Six 
"  days  thou  shalt  do  thy  work,  and  on  the 
"seventh  day  thou  shalt  rest,  that  thine  ox 
"  and  thine  ass  ipay  rest,  and  the  son  of 
"thy  handmaid;  and  the  stranger  may  be 
"  refreshed,  f  Thou  shalt  not  muzzle  the  ox 
"  that  treadcth  out  the  com.     :{;  If  a  bird's 

"  nest 
-  ♦  Esod.  xxiii.  1.1.    f  De\it.  xxy.  4.      J  Dcut.  xxii.  0. 
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**nest  chance  to  be  before  thee,  and  the 
"  dam  sitting  upon  her  young,  thou  shalt 
**  not  take^  the  dam  with  the  young ;  thou 
"  shalt  in  any  wise  let  the  dam  go,  that  it 
*^may  be  well  with  thee,  and  that  thou 
"mayest  prolong  thy  days/'  These  were 
precepts  inculcating  humanity  (o  the  most 
helpless  of  inferior  animals,  with  an  anxiety 
and  solemnity  unparalleled,  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  say,  in  any  code  of  laws  ancient  or 
modern.  And  $hall  we,  notwithstanding  all 
this,  stigmatise  the  Jewish  system  as  san- 
guinary and  cruel ;  because  under  an  express 
divine  command,  and  for  the  important  pur- 
poses of  (establishing,  in  one  chosen  people, 
the  worship  of  the  true  God,  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  pure  morality,  and,  above  all,  for 
the  purpose  of  preparing  for  the  Gospel 
scheme,  it  commanded  the  extermination  of 
one  impious,  polluted  and  cruel  nation;  thus 
inculcating  the  horror  of  idolatiy  on  the 
Jews,  who  were  to  be  treated  with  similar 
severity  for  similar  crimes ;  thus  also  proving 
the  superiority  of  Jehovah  over  the  idols  of 
Canaan,  and  the  terrors  of  the  divine  wrath 
against  the  vices  pursued  with  such  signal 

vengeance, 
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vengeance,  m  the  only  way  at  once  intel-. 
ligible  and  impressive,   amidst  a  people  dull 
and  worldly  minded,  seldom  extending  their 
views  beyond  temporal  rewards  and  punish^ 
inents,  and  who  by  these  means  only,  could 
Jbe  disciphned  and  controuled,    so  as  after- 
wards to  be  governed  in  a  mode  coincident 
with  the  general  course  of^divine  administra- 
tion?   Surely  to  neglect  the  various  circumr 
stances   which    thus    explain    and   vindicate 
the  severity  exercised  against  the  Canaanites 
by  the  divine  command,  and  or\  account  of 
these  reject  the  whole  scheme  of  revelation, 
would  be  a  degree  of  incredulity  and  pre-, 
sumption,   equally  irrational    and  irreligious. 
Far  be  this  from  us  my  brethren :  be  it  ours 
to  weigh   the    disj>ensations   of    Providence 
with    more  humility,    and  derive,    froiji    the 
severity,  as  well  as  the  mercy  of  the  divine 
administration,    new   motives  to  persevering 
watchfulness  and  holy  obedience. 
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hfection  against  the  reality  qf  the  Mosaic  miracles,  derip^ 
ed  from  the  frequent  idolatries  of  the  Jews,  invalid--^ 
These  idolatries  did  not  prope  auny  doubt  qf  the  divine 
original  qf  the  Mosaic  Laio — First  species  qf  idolatry  by 
forbidden  symbols,  Sfc»' — Wlience  so  frequent — Implied  ac- 
knowledgfnent  qfJehoiaalhr-Second  species  of  idolatrous  wor- 
ship in  forbidden  places,  and  with  idolatrous  rites,  implied 
the  satne — Third  specie^,  worship  qf  idols  with  Jehovah-^ 
Wftence — Fourth,  worship  qf  idols  without  God — Yet  not 
an  absolute  denial  qf  God,  or  rejection  qf  his  worship — 
jDtfeats  and  apostacies  of  the  Jews  confirm  the  certainty 
qf  a  divine  interposition,  rather  than  weaken  it — ObjeC" 
tion  against  the  divine  mcanon^y,  from  the  temptations 
they  were  exposed  to,  unreasonable — Residence  qf  Jewst 
in  Egypt  considered — And  the  temptations  from  the  sur- 
rounding Canaamtes — Degree  and  duration  qf  the  divinti 
interposition  suited  to  ti^  analogy  qf  nature-^Mr,  Gib^ 
bon  accuses  the  Jews  falsely  qf  being  indifferent  spectt^ot^ 
qf  the  most  afnazing  miracles* 
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JOSHUA,  xxir.  3L 

f  And  Israel  served  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  Joshua,  and  all 
•*  the  days  of  the  elders  that  overlived  Joshua,  and  which 
**  had  known  all  the  works  of  the  Lord,  that  he  had  don« 
«  fbrlsraeU'* 

JlT  has  ifrequently  been  asserted  by  infidels^ 
that  the  repeated  relapses  of  the  Jews  into 
idolatry,  at  various  periods  of  their  history, 
render  the  reality  of  the  Mosaic  miracles 
suspicious.  For,  as  these  writers  conceive, 
it  is  not  credible,  that  the  witnesses  of  such 
stupendous  miracles,  or  their  immediate  pos- 
terity, could  have  •  so  soon  forgotten  the 
divine  power  thus  plainly  manifested,  or 
apostatized  from  a  religion  thus  awfully  en- 
forced. But  these  reasoners  entirely  mistake 
the  nature  of  this  apostacy,  and  forget  the 
character  of  the  people  among  whom,  and 
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the  period  when  it  took  place.  *  These  re- 
lapses into  idolatry  never  implied  a  rejection 
of  Jehovah  as  their  God,  or  of  the  Mosaic 
Law  as  if  they  doubted  of  its  truth.  Tlic 
Jewish  idolatry  consisted,  first,  in  worship- 
ping the  true  God  by  images  and  symbols; 
such  were  the  golden  calf  of  Aaron,  those 
afterwards  set  up  by  Jeroboam  in  Israel, 
the  ephod  of  Gideon,  and  the  ephdd,  the 
teraphim  and  the  images  of  Micah.  But 
in  every  one  of  those  instance.^  far  from 
rejecting  Jehovah  as  their  God,  the  images, 
symbols  and  rites  employed,  were  designed 
to  honour  him,  by  imitating  the  inanner  in 
which  the  most  distinguished  nations  the 
Jews  were  acquainted  with,  worshipped  their 
supreme  divinities;  or  they  were  assimilated 
to  the  Mosaic  institutions,  as  far  as  tlie 
peculiar  views  of  their  authors  would  admit. 
Thus  the  golden  calf  which  the  people  com- 
pelled Aaron  to  fiarm,  was  probably  an  imi- 
tation of  the  Egyptian  representative  of  Osi- 
ris, but  certainly  intended  aa  a  representa^ 
tive  of  that   Jehovah,  who  had  brought  fl 

the 

*  Vide  Warburton'«  QiTii»  Lt^ilm,  Botk  V»  mot,  Vu 
T.  vi.  197  to  201. 
t  £xod.  xxxii.  5^ 
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the  Jews  out  of  Egypt;   as  on  forming  it^ 
Aaron  proclaimed  a  feast  to  be  held  to  Je- 
hovah.    The  golden  calves,    set  yp  by  the 
first  king  of  the  ten  tribes,  were  also  probably 
imitations  of   the  Jlgyptian  symbols,    with 
which  Jeroboam  must  have  been  familiarized 
during  his  residence  *  in  Egypt,  for  the  five 
last  years  of  Solomon's  reign;  but  certainly 
intended    to    represent  the   same  God  who 
was    worshipped    at    Jerusalem,    who    had 
brought  Israel  out  of  Egypt,  and  in  imita- 
tion of  the   Mosaic   institutions ;    the  king 
ordaining  a.  feast  like  unto  the  "  feast   (of 
"  tabernacles)    that    is    in  Judah."    And  of 
Micah    we    are    told,    that   the    silver    of 
which  the  images  were  made,  f  "  had  been 
"wholly  dedicated  to  Jehovah,   to  make  a 
*^  graven  image  and  a  molten  image."  And 
when  he    had   found  a  Levite  to   officiate 
as  his  priest,  he  is  represented  as  declaring, 
*'  Now  know  I  that  the  Lord  will  do  me 
"  good,    seeing   I    have  a    Levite    for    my 
*'  priest."    So  obstinate  was  the  attachment 
of  the  Jews  to  idolatrous  symbols,   and  so 
dull  their  sense  of  the  necessity  of  worship- 
ping their    God  in   that  manner  which   he 

himself 
*   1  Kings^  xi  40.  f  Judges,  xvii.  3  and  13. 
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himself  required.  .  A  principal  cause  of  this 
inattention  to  the  divine  prohibitions  seems 
to  have  been,  that  the  Law  was  not  read, 
as  it  regularly  shduW  have  been,  to  the  peo- 
ple; and  when  the  Shechintah,  or  visibl6 
splendor  of*  the  divirie  glory,  had  ceased '  to 
appear  in  the  tabernacle,  and  the  unsettled 
state  of  society,  and  frequent  Wars  under 
tlie  Judges,  ^nd  the  permanent  hostility  be- 
tween the  kingdoms  of  Judah  arid  Israel, 
rendered  it  difficult  or  inconvenient  to  meet 
at  that  place  which  the  Lord  had  chosen, 
each  tribe  or  fatnily  adopted  the  idea  of 
making  a  sanctuary  in  their  own  city  or 
their  own  house,  and  setting  up  there  some 
symbol  of  the  Divine  Presence  imitated  from 
their  neighbours,  as  a  substitute  for  the 
Shechinah,  and  some  rites  of  worship  in 
imitation  of  the  worship  at  the  tabernacle. 
But  this  no  more  implies  a  rejection  of  the 
Mosaic  Law,  than  the  idolatry  of  Roman 
Catholics  implies  a  rejection  of  the  GospeL 
The  next  species  of  idolatry  was  wor- 
shipping the  true  God  in  forbidden  places, 
on  high  hills  and  under  groves;  which  it 
is  yet   certain   did    not  proceed  from   any 

doubt 
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doubt  of  the  exiiStence  or  divinity  of  the 
true  Jchovahj  but  from  the  same  proneiiess 
to  admire  and  imitate  the  superstitions  of  the 
neighbouring  nations,  which  we  noticed  in 
the  former  case.  Many  of  these  supersti- 
tious observances;  we  find,  prevailed  during 
the  reigns  of  Asa  and  Jehosaphat,  who  yet 
utterly .  prohibited  and  strictly  punished  all 
direct  *  idolatry;  but  could  not  overcome 
the  rooted  attachment  of  the  people  to 
these  favourite  places  of  worship:  '^  The 
^^  high  places  were  not  taken  away^  for  tlie 
"  people  offered  and  burnt  incense  yet  in 
"the  high  places/'  And  in  another  passage 
we  find  this  remarkable  and  decisive  testi- 
mony on  this  subject:  **  Nevertheless  the 
"  people  did  sacrifice  still  upon  the  high 
*'  places,  yet  unto  the  Lord  their  God 
''  only," 

A  similar  observation  may  be  made  on  the 
observance  of  idolatrous  rites,  which,  instead 
of  implying  a  rejection  of  the  Mosaic  ritual, 
were,  however  strangely  and  criminally,  yet 
iK)t  unfrequently,   combined  with  it.     Thus 

VOL.  II.  I  we 

*   1  Kings,  XV.  14,  andxxii.  43,   2  Chron.  xxxiii.  17. 
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we  *  are  told,  fourscore  men  having  their 
'*  beards  shaven  and.  their  cloaths  rent,  and 
"  having  cut  themselves,"  (contrary  to  the 
express  direction  of  the  Law,  yet)  "  pro* 
''  ceeding  with  offerings  and  incense  in  their 
"hands,  to  bring  them  to  the  house  of  the 
"  Lord."  Thus  Isaiah  f  complains,  "  I  will 
*^  recompence  into  their  bosom  your  iniqui- 
"  ties,  and  the  iniquities  of  your  fathers  to- 
"  gether,  saith  the  Lord,  which  have  burnt 
**  incense  upon  the  mountains,  and  blas- 
"phemed  me  upon  the  hills." 

Another  and  more  criminal  species  of 
idolatry  was  ;};  joining  the  worship  of  God 
and  idols  together;  a  practice  which  the 
principle    borrowed    from   the   heathens,    of 

an 

*  Corppare  Deut.  xiv.  I,  and  Lev.  xix.  27  and  28,  with 
Jeremiah,  xli.  5^ 

f  Isaiah,  Ixv.  7. 

}  Vide,  on  this  subject,  Warburton's  Divine  Legation, 
B.  ILSect.  vi.  and  B.  V.  Sect.ii.  Vol.  IV.  p.  2 12,  and  Law's 
Theory  of  Religion,  p.  85.  Vide  also  Mede's  Apostacy  of 
the  latter  Times,  Part  L  ch.  ii.  Vol.  IL  of  his  works,  p.  772, 
and  ch.  ix.  p.  795.  Thus  iEneas,  on  his  landing  in  Italy, 
JEneid,  Lib.  VIL  155. 

"  Geniumque  loci  primamque  Deorum 

"  Tellurem  nymphasque  et  adhuc  ignota  precatur  flumina. 
Vide  also  Macrobii  Saturnalia,  Lib.  III.  cap.  ix.  de  Evocan- 
dis  Diis  tutelaribus. 
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an  intercommunity  of  gods,  sanctioned,  and 
the  apparent  policy  of  conciliating  the  guar- 
dian gods  of  Canaan  encouraged ;  but  which 
still  prc^rved  the  acknowledgment  and 
worship  of  Jehovah. 

"  In  these  principles  of  intercommu- 
'*  nity,"  says  Warburton,  "  they  saw  the 
**  whole  race  of  mankind  agree;  and  from 
'^  the  practice  of  them  in  the  worship  of 
^^  tutelar  deities,  they  thought  they  saw  a 
'^  world  of  good  ready  to  arise.  But  not 
"only  the  hope  of  good,  but  the  fear  of 
"  evil,  drew  them  still  more  strongly  into 
"  this  road  of  folly.  Their  Egyptian  edu- 
**  cation  had  early  impressed  that  bugbear 
*^  notion  of  a  set  of  local  deities,  who  ex- 
"  pected  their  dues  of  all,  who  came  to  in- 
"  habit  the  country  which  they  had  ho«- 
"  noured  with  their  protection,  and  severely 
**  resented  the  neglect  of  payment  in  all 
"  new  comers.  This  will  easily  account  for 
"  the  frequent  defections  of  the  Israelites, 
"  in  the  divided  service  of  the  gods  of 
"  Canaan." 

The    last    and    most    flagrant    species   of. 
idolatry    was    the  worship   of  idols  without 
I  2  God : 
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God:  yet  even  here  they  did  not  so  much 
reject  the  true  God,  as  conceive  that  in- 
termediate and  subordinate  deities  were  those 
only  with  whom  they  had  immediate  con- 
cern, and  from  whose  hand  they  must  ex- 
pect all  temporal  blessings.  ^  In  truth,  the 
temptations  to  some  or  all  those  kinds  of 
idolatry  were  so  powerful,  from  errors  in 
opinion  wide  spread,  and  sanctioned  by  the 
Egyptians,  the  wisest,  and  the  Canaanites, 
the  most  warlike  people  in  the  world,  and 
strengthened  by  the  habitual  attachment  of 
the  Jews  to  the  idols,  the  symbols  and  the 
rights  of  Egypt,  as  well  as  the  sensual  al- 
lurements of  idolatrous  worship,  and  the 
overpowering  terrors  of  idolatrous  supersti- 
tions; that  we  have  reason  to  wonder  that 
the  Jews,  dull,  sensual  and  stubborn  as 
they  were,  could,  by  any  system  of  disci- 
pline, be  efl^sctually  corrected  and  ultimately 
reformed,  so  as  at  length  to  forsake  ido- 
latry, as  after  the  Babylonish  captivity  they 
certainly  did;  rather  than  just  cause  to 
suspect  no  such  system  of  divine  superiri- 
tendance  and  controul  was  really  exercised, 
because  they  frequently  relapsed  into  it. 

In 
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^  In  reality,  the  defects,  and  even  the  apos- 
tacies  of  the  Jews,  magnify  the  divine  power 
and  wisdom,  which  by  such  apparently  in- 
adequate instruments  effected  the  gracious 
purpose,  of  preserving  in  the  world  the 
principles  of  true  religion  and  sound  mora- 
lity, when  all  the  philosophic  and  celebrated 
nations  of  the  earth  sunk  every  day  deeper  in 
idolatry  and  corruption  of  manners.  Had 
a  nation  as  celebrated  for  mystery  and  wis- 
dom as  the  Egyptians,  for  literature  and 
genius  as  the  Greeks,  for  policy  and  sue? 
cess  as  the  Romans,  been  made  the  chan- 
nel of  conveying  to  us  the  revelations  of 
God,  it  would  have  been  difl^cult  to  per- 
suade the  sceptic  that  the  scheme  h^d  not 
originated  in  the  wisdom  and  policy  of  the 
first  rulers  of  the  state;  and  been  acquiesced 
in,  from  the  admiration  with  which  the 
enlightened  part  of  the  people  regarded  the 
system  and  its  authors,  and  the  credulity 
with  which  the  multitude  received  a  scheme 
flattering  their  national  vanity,  and  adapt- 
ed to  their  intellectual  character  and  taste. 
But  amongst  the  Jews,  particularly  under 
their  judges, .  the  Mosaic  Law  received  no 

support 


Digitized  by 


Google 


118  REVIEW    Of 

support  from  any  permanent  authority,  or  the 
influence  of  any  set  of  men  pogsessing  a 
decided  mental  superiority,  while  it  was  evi- 
dently  contraiy  to  the  sensual  appetites  and 
idolatrous  propensities  of  the  great  bulk  of 
the  nation. 

But  the  most  remarkable  circumstance  in 
the  various  Jewish  apostacies  seems  to  be 
this,  that  it  was  only  in  their  prosperity  the 
Mosaic  Law  was  neglected  and  violated;  in 
adversity,  when  reflection  was  awakened, 
and  seriousness  restored,  they  always  cried  to 
their  God,  as  the  only  sure  source  of  deliver- 
ance, 4nd  as  uniformly  received  the  deliver- 
ance they  sought.  Surely  this  can  be  ac- 
counted for,  only  on  tlie  supposition,  that 
the  Mosaic  Law  was  really  dictated  by  a 
divine  authority,  and  continually  supported 
by  a  divine  interposition. 

It  may  however  be  asked,  why  did  God 
expose  the  Jewish  people  to  such  multi- 
plied temptations  to  forsake  his  Law  ?  Why 
suffer  them  to  contuiue  in  Egypt,  until  they 
contracted  so  strong  an  attachment  to 
Egyptian  manners,  s3mibols  and  idolatries? 
Why  afterwards^  permit  *o-  many  i^diriants 
.     •  of 
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of  the  idolatrous  and  deprlaved  Canaanites 
to  remain  in  the  midst  of  them  ?  And  why 
leave  them  at  any  time  without  a  regular 
supreme  judge,  evidently  invested  with  such 
plain  divine  g,uthority,  as  would  retain  them 
in  constant  obedience?  To  all  this  it  may 
be  answered,  that  if  we  could  give  no  solu- 
tion to  those  queries,  it  would  not  affect 
the  direct  proofs,  that  the  Jewish  scheme 
was  really  a  divine  dispensation,  and  that 
so  long  a$  these  proofs  remain  unconfuted, 
it  is  more  presumptuous  than  \vise,  to  insist 
upon  knowing  why  God  did  not  act  .diffe- 
rently from  what  he  has  done.  But  though 
this  would  be  a  rational  and  adequate  answer 
to  objections  of  such  a  nature,  yet  in  the  in- 
stances alluded  to,  it  has  pleased  divine  Pro- 
vidence to  allow  us  some  insight  into  the 
direct  reasons  of  its  dispensations,  which  we 
inay,  without  presumption,  endeavour  to  de- 
velope,  in  order,  to  the  best  of  our  power, 
to  vindicate  the  wdys  of  God  to  man, 
•  To  the  query,  why  did  God  suffer  his 
chosen  people  to  continue  in  Egypt  until 
they  contracted  so  strong  a  relish  for  Egyp* 
tian  manners  and  Egyptian  idolatries.^  it  may 

be 
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be  answered,  that  wheu  God  determined  to 
preserve  in  one  nation  the  principles  of  true 
religion  and  moral  duty,  in  opposition  tq 
the  universal  idolatry  and  corruption  of 
mankind,  the  mode  of  effecting  this  put: 
pose,  most  analogous  to  thp  regular  course 
of  nature,  was,  by  selecting  a  particular  in: 
dividual  of  distinguished  piety  dnd  virtue, 
raising  from  him  a  family,  and  from  that 
family  a  nation,  which,  by  the  regular  trans- 
mission of  parental  instruction,  should  be 
trained  up  in  the  principles  of  their  first 
ancestor;  and  being  protected  and  discip- 
lined by  the  peculiar  care  of  Providence, 
should  remain  the  depositary  ^d  example 
of  true  religion,  until  the  fulness  of  time, 
when  divine  wisdom  perceived  this  sacred' 
treasure  might  be  opened  to  niankind  in 
genera),  with  advantage  and  effect.  But  as^ 
all  God's  dispensations  are  in  a  inoral  ^ay, 
and  adapted  to  the  nature  of  rational  s^gents, 
all  these  methods  of  instruction  and  discip- 
Jine  would  be  so  conducted,  as  to  leave 
human  actions  in  their  former  state  of  free- 
dom. Hence  this  chosen  family  and  people 
must  be  subject,  like  all  others,  to  the  in- 
'  fluence 
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^uence  of  example,  and  the  trials  which  the 
i|tate  of  mankind  in  that  age  would  natui^lly 
induce.  In  their  progressive  increase  from 
a  family  to  a  nation,  they  must,  xpherevtr 
they  were  placed,  in  a  world  tfniversally 
ufolatrous  and  depraved,  have  been  exposed 
to  the  contagion  of  irreligion  and  vice:  the 
objection  that  they  had  been  so  exposed, 
would  therefore  have  been  equally  plausible 
and  equally  false,  yary  their  situatiqn  as  you 
pleai^e ;  except  indeed  these  objectors  to  re- 
vealed religion,  because  founded  in  a  miracu- 
lous interposition,  conceive  this  chosen  family 
should  have  been  miraculously  placed  in  soU- 
tjide,  and  secluded  from  all  commerce  with 
the  rest  of  mankind,  till,  by  a  perpetual 
exertion'  of  miraculous  instruction,  miracu- 
lous civilization,  and  miraculous  support, 
which  such  a  solitude  would  have  required, 
they  had  multiplied  to  a  nation,  and  thence 
were  miraculously  produced,  to  astonish  an(i 
reform  the  world,  notwithstanding  their  total 
ignorance  of  the  character  of  those  whom 
they  were  designed  to  instruct,  and  their  entire 
unacquaintedness  with,   and  consequent  un- 

fitn^s 
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fitness  to  resist  those  temptations  to  which 
they  must  be  exposed.     Such  are  the  wild . 
ideas,  on    which   superficial    thinkers  object 
to  the  divine  oeconomy. 

But  why,  it  is  asked,  was  Egypt  chosen 
as  their  residence,  the  parent  of  idolatry 
and  superstition?  To  this  it  may  be  an- 
swered, that  there  was  no  spot  in  the  civi- 
lized world  where  so  many  causes  concur- 
red, to  prevent  the  Israelites  from  imbib- 
ing deeply  and  permanently  the  contagion 
of  idolatry,  or  from  being  seduced  by  the 
depjraved  examples  around  them,  as  in  Egypt. 
At  their  very  first  introduction  into  the 
country,  they  were  as  shepherds  peculiarly 
mean  and  contemptible,  or,  as  the  sacred 
text  expresses  it,  *  "  an  abomination  to  the 
''Egyptians:"  and  so  strong  was  this  aver- 
sion, '^  tliat  the  Egyptians  might  not  eat 
''  bijcad  with  the  Hebrews,  for  that  is  an 
*^  abomination  t6  the  Egyptians."  Their 
religion  wats  not  less  an  object  of  aversion 
than  their  ^profession,  for  they  used  in  sa- 
crifice t  to  God  the   same   animals  which 

the 

*  Genesis,  xlvi.  34*,  and  Ixiii.  32. 
-  t  Exod.  viii.  26.    That  the  idolatrous  wprshjp  of  diffe- 
rent 
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the  Egyptians  worshipped,  and  thus  **  sacri* 
*'  ficed  the  abomination   of  the  Egyptians.'* 

Add 

rent  animals  amongst  the  Egyptians  was  the  source  of  mu- 
tual aversion^  sometimes  even  stimulating  them  to  mutual 
war,  we  have  the  testimony  of  Plutarch,  de  Iside  et  Osiride, 
and  of  Juvenal,  Sat.  xv.  line  33. 

Summus  utrinque 

Inde  furor  vulgo,  quod  numina  vicinorum 
Odit  uterque  locus ,  cum  solos  credat  habendos. 
Esse  deos  quos  ipse  colit,  &c. 
And  Tacitus,  noticing  the  opposition  between  the  cus- 
toms of  the  Jews  and  the  ^Egyptians,  remarks,  ''  Caeso 
"  arietevelut  in  cohtumeliam  Hammonis,  bos  quoque  immo- 
**  latur  quern  ^gyptii  Apim  colunt."  Herodotus,  Euterpe, 
cap.  Ixiv.  p.  107;  108,  notices  this  diversity  of  animal  wor- 
ship, and  the  aversion  of  some  Egyptians  to  the  persons  em- 
jiloyed  to  attend  certain  animals;  and  it  is  possible,  from 
this  diversity  of  sentiment,  that  Pharaoh  might  have  flocks 
and  herds,  and  might  at  the  same  time  wish  to  employ  per- 
sons different  from  the  native  Egyptians,  in  the  care  of 
them.  Yet  the  testimony  of  Diodoms  Siculus  seems  to 
shew,  that  of  the  native  Egyptians  one  class  were  shep- 
herds. Vide  Diodorus,  Lib.  I.  sect  ii.  In  truth,  such  was  ' 
the  variety  of  opinions  and  customs  amongst  the  different 
inhabitantsof  Eg3rpt  at  different  times,  it  is  not  wonderful 
much  obscurity  and  difference  of  opinion  should  be  found  to 
exist  in  different  writers  concerning  it,  which  the  brevity  of 
the  Mosaic  history  does  nq*  dispel.  But  surely  this  supplies 
not  the  smallest  presumption  against  the  truth  of  the  sacred 
ttarrative.  Vide  Poli  Synopsis,  Le  Clerc  and  Patrick  on 
Genes,  xliii.  32,  and  xlvi.  34,  and  Exodus,  viii;  26.;  who 
have  collected  the  various  opinions  on  this  subject.  Mr. 
Bryant,  in  his  Observations  on  the  ancient  History  of 
Egypt,  has  a  di^inct  dissertation  on  the  skepfierds  of  Egypt 
end  the  land  of  Goshen,  p;  1 40;  and,  from  a  minute  exami- 
nation 
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Add  to  this,    that    they    were   placed  in  a 
distinct  province,  v/hcte  ttey  were  preserved 

a  separate 

nation  of  ancient  history,  particalarly  of  Manetho  and  Jose- 
phus,  seems  to  account  much  more  satisfactorily  than  any 
preceding  writer,  for  ^e  circumstances  mentioned  in  th^ 
sacred  history.  I  will  conclude  this  note  by  citing  one 
passage  from  him,  which  contains  his  ghief  conclusions  on 
this  subject,  Aft^F  citing,  Exod.  ?iii.  20,  he  qbs^rves, 
«*  The  abomination  of  thp  Egyptians  was  a  sacr^cc  of 
"  blood;  which  offering  was  so  oiFensiv^  io  thp  ^igyptians^ 
"  th^t  the  Israelites  could  not  venture  on  it.  The  offerings 
"  of  the  Egyptians  consisted  iq  the  fruits -of  the  earth:  on 
''  the  other  hand,  the  stieph^rd^s  increase  w^  from  the  fold 
*'  only,  and  his  of]|erings  were  the  firstlings  of  his  flock. 
"  This  made  the  Egyptians  dislike  shepherds,  not  their  oc- 
"  cupation,  than  which  nothing  was  piore  innocent  or  nc- 
•*  cessary.  Besides,  they  had  flocks  of  their  own,  and  con- 
*'  sequently  people  to  tend  them.  But  they  disliked  fomgn 
"-  shepherds,  on  account  of  their  different  rites  and  customs; 
"  which  hatred  ipust  have  arisen  from  an  intimate  int^r- 
"  course,  for  we  do  not  abominate  what  we  are  little  acquaint- 
"  ed  with.  We  may  dislike  at  a  distance,  and  disapprove; 
*^  but  this  was  a  total  abhorrence,  it  wsls  a  geperal  and  na- 
*'  tional  disgust,  to  promote  which,  many  things  must  have 
"  concurred.  In  the  first  place,  the  Egyptians  were  a  fas^ 
"  tidious  people  from  the  beginning,  and  held  every  nation 
*'  b,ut  their  own  in  low  esteem.  The  Egyptians  (says  Hero- 
"dotus)  call  all  men  barbarians,  who  do  not  spe^ak  the 
"  same  language  with  themselves.  This  contempt  was  car- 
'*  ried  into  disgust,  by  the  contrariety  in  their  religious 
"  customs;  and  this  still  lieightened  and  embittered  by  the 
"  tyranny  of  the  pastor  kings,  and  the  cr^el  usage  that  the 
**  Egyptians  experienced  from  them ;  particularly  when 
"  they  broke  down  the  shrines  of  their  gods,  and  over* 
**  turned    their    altars.     Henc^    arose   that   fix^   \^^^ 

"we 
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a  separate  body;  and  what  is  most  iin- 
portant  of  all,  that  for  a  long  series  of 
years,  towards  the  conclusion  of  their  stay, 
the  Egyptians  oppressed  them  with  the 
most  cruel  slavery;  *  "  for  they  made  their 
"lives  bitter  with  hard  bondage,  in  mortar 
*'  and  in  brick,  and  in  all  manner  of  ser- 
"  vice  in  the  field  ;'*  and  finally  attempted 
totally  to  destroy  the  nation,  by  ordering 
all  their  male  children  to  be  put  to  death. 
Surely  all  this  naturally  tended  to  inspire 
the  Jews  with  aversion  to  the  manners,  the 
idolatry,  and  the  vices  of  their  oppressors, 
and  lead  them  to  accept  with  joy  the  pro- 
mised settlement  in  the  land  of  Canaan, 
combined  with  submission  to  that  system 
of  religion  and  government  which  God 
meant  to  establish.  If  they  still  retained 
some  veneration  for  Egyptian  manners  and 
idolatry,    because    they    were    the    manners 

and 

*'  we  have  been  speaking  of,  which  was  prior  to  the  coming 
«  of  the  Israelites;  for  «*  every  shephetd  #as  tin  abomina- 
«*  tion  to  the  Egyptians,"  before  they  knew  Joseph.  Th« 
"  reigns  therefore  of  the  Cusean  kings  were  antecedent  like- 
"  wise."  On  these  pastor  kings,  vide  Bryant,  p,  143,  &c. 
On  the  situation  and  'feitDity  of  the  land  of  Goshen, 
vide  ibid.  p.  154,  et  seq. 
*  Exod.  i.  14,  16. 
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and  the  idolatry  of  a  great  and  celebrated 
nation,  the  mode  in  which  God  delivered 
them  from  this  land  of  bondage  was  cal* 
culated  to  counteract  this  effect;  for  they 
beheld  Jehovah  with  a  mighty  hand  inflict- 
ing the  severest  plagues  on  Pharaoh  and 
all  his  people;  making  the  elements,  and  the 
creatures  which  they  worshipped,*  the  instru- 
ments 

*  Vide,  on  this  subject,  Hutchinson's  Essay  towai^s  a 
Natural  History  of  the  Bible,  or  Bryant's  learned  and  in- 
genious treatise  on  the  Plagues  of  Egypt.  I  consider  the 
coincidence  between  these  works  as  a  strongs  confirmation 
of  the  truth  of  the  arguments  they  adduce,  for  I  am  fully 
persuaded,  Mr.  Bryant  did  not  know  any  such  observations 
iiad  been  made  by  Hutchinson.  Vide  his  preface.  Idola- 
ters, says  Hutchinson,  ascribed  all  power  to  the  machine 
of  the  heavens,  in  the  condition  of  fire,  light  and  air :  hence, 
at  the  establishment  of  the  Mosaic  oeconomy,  Grod  appeared 
to  Moses  in  the  bush  in  the  form  of  fire,  &c. ;  hence  the 
multiplied  miracles  in  Egypt  shewed  the  superiority  of 
Jehovah  over  all  the  gods  of  the  Egyptians,  in  their  pre- 
tended attributes  and  power:  thus  the  river  turned  into 
blood,  though  embl^maitically  sacred;  the  wind  brought 
locusts  to  destroy  the  votaries  of  the  wind ;  the  air  rendered 
pestilential ;  the  dust  of  the  earth  noxious ;  the  wind  made 
the  waters  of  the  Red  Sea  stand  on  an  heap ;  the  plague  of 
darkness  shewed  the  absolute  power  of  God  over  the  air; 
the  murrain  was  on  beasts,  who  were  the  representatives  of 
the  Egyptian^gods,  thus  destroyed  through  the  instrumenta- 
lity of  that  air,  which  vras  itself  considered  as  divine; 
thus  the  firgt-born  had,  in  many  cases,  as  Hutchinson  thinks, 
been  sacrifioed  to  the  false  gods,  and  were  npw  in  punish- 
ment 
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mcnt*  of  their  chastisement,  and  involving 
the  animals,  whom  they  adored  as  gods,  in 
one  common  punishment  with  their  deluded 
votaries:  *  '^  Executing  judgment,'*  (as  the 
sacred  historian  dedares)  ^*  upon  the  gods 
*'  of  Egypt"  Thus  chastising  superstition 
in  the  very  country  that  was  its  source, 
and  magnifying  the  majesty  of  God,  on 
the  most  conspicuous  stage  then  in  the 
world,  in  the  country  the  most  famed  for 
arts  and  learning,  and  most  frequented  by 
men  of  genius  and  curiosity. 

It  is  further  admitted,  that  the  system  of 
the  Jewish  ritual,  in  various   respects,   was 

calculated 

ment  destroyed  by  Jehovah.  Vide  Hutchinson,  Vol.  I. 
p.  126,  and  sequel. 

Mr.  Bryant,  without  adopting  the  particular  system  of 
Hutchinson,  or  even  (I  am  persuaded)  knowing  that  he 
had  thus  supported  it,  was  led  on  by  his  own  reflections  and 
researches  to  form  the  same  opinion,  and  has  established  it, 
as  it  appears  to  me,  irrefutably,  by  a  variety  of  facts  and 
illustrations ;  proving  his  principle,  by  shewing  its  appli- 
cation to  every  one  of  the  plagues  inflicted  on  the  Egyp- 
tians :  for  instance,  in  the  circumstance  recorded,  that  the 
*'  fish  in  the  river  died,"  see  his  proofs  of  the  idolatrous  ve- 
neration in  which  the  fish  of  the  Nile  were  held,  p.  27  to 
35  ;  and  on  the  plague  of  flies,  which  he  also  proves  were 
objects  of  worship,  from  p.  65  to  84.  But  for  full  convic- 
tion, I  refer  my  reader  to  the  work  itself. 

*  Exod,  xii.  12.      •  ' 
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calculated  to  proscribe  and  counteract  *  the 
idolatries  and  superstitions  of  Egypt;  That 
all  tbese  judgments  and'  all  these  precau* 
tions  did  not  produce^  upon  the  dull  and 
camal^minded  Jews,  such  decisive  effects, 
as  to  root  out  all  propensity  to  imitate  or 
adopt  the  superstitions  of  Egypt,  which 
.they  had  seen  admired  and  practised  by 
this  the  most  celebrated  nation  in  the  world, 
is  not  wonderful.  But  surely  no  human 
wisdom  can  presume  to  assert,  that '  any 
other  scheme  of  settlement  or  discipline  could 
have  been  better  calculated  to  prevent  amongst 
the  Jews,  thfc  growtn  of  idolatry  and  its 
attendant  crimes. 

The  defeat  of  the  warlike  Canaanites,  who 
were  f  "  great  and  tall,  and  their  cities  walled 
"  up  to  heaven,"  by  the  unwarlike  Jews, 
and  this  by  means  proving  a  supernatural 
interference,  had  a  similar  tendency  to  es- 
tablish the  superiority^  of  Jehovah  over  all 

the 

*  Some  instances  i>f  this  are  adduced  in  Vol.  I.  p.  330, 
in  the  Note.  Consult  also  Witsii  Egyptiaca,  Lib.  III.  cap. 
xiv.  from  sect.  iv.  to  x. ;  Lowman  on  the  Hebrew  Ritual^ 
Part  I.  ch.  ii.  and  iii.  and  Part  II.  ch.  v. ;  and  Grotius  on 
Exod.  XX.  and  Lev.  xviii.;  but  especially  Maimonides 
More  Nevochim^  Pars  III.  cap.  zlvi*  to  xlix. 

f  Dcut.  ii.  28. 
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the  cddbcated  idojb  of  Cimaan:  nor  can 
we  coQoeiye  :any  jaaode  of  Providence  better 
calculated  to  preserve,  among  ^  chosen 
people,  tlie  <)di>$ervanee  of  the  divine  iasti«» 
tutioms. 

As  to  the  trials  the  Jews  were  exposed 
to,  from  the  example  of  the  ncighJbourii^ 
countries,  aiid  paittic^arly  from  the  corrup- 
tions of  liie  Canaanites,  many  of  whom 
they  ^permitted  to  remain  axnongst  them^ 
it  lis  evident,  that  wherever  ^bey  were  set^ 
tied,  in  an  iddlatarous  world,  they  would 
have  ibeen  exposed  to  i»milar  ^danger,  from 
the  depraved  examples  of  the  surrounding 
nations;  ibut  it  seems  impossible  to  conceive 
any  system  more  wisely  calculated  to  cbed^ 
such  iconta^on,  than  that  which  was  adopted 
in  the  settlement  of  the  Jews  in  the  pro- ti 
mised  land.  They  were  previously  disci- 
plined forty  years,  until  the  genemtion,  who 
had  from  their  birth  been  infected  by  tte 
contagion  of  Egyptian  idolatry,  and  de- 
based by  the  degradation  of  Egyptian  sla- 
very, had  completely  perished,  and  made 
way  for  a  mpre  pure,  free-bom  and  nobk- 
minded  race,   who  might  be  trained  under 

VOL.  J  I.  K  th^ 
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the  immediate  miraculous  controul  of  God, 
in  the  wilderness,  to  submit  implicitly  to 
the  divine  direction,  and  aspire  after  the 
divine  favour.  They  were  defeated  by  the 
Canaanites,  when  they  attacked  them  with- 
out divine  permission;  to  make  them  feel 
experimentally,  that  they  must  ascribe  all 
their  future  success  against  them,  to  the 
protection  of  Jehovah.  The  conquest  of 
the  promised  land  was  effected  by  the  mi- 
raculous assistance  of  God,  who  declared, 
that  the  Canaanites  were  to  be  exterminated 
in  consequence  of  their  idolatries  and  crimes, 
and  commanded  the  Israelites  to  execute 
the  divine  sentence.  They  were  punished 
by  certain  defeat  when  they  violated,  and 
crowned  with  certain  victory  when  they 
obeyed,  this  direction  of  their  God;  until 
their  settlement  in  the  promised  land  was 
so  far  completed,  that  the  few  remaining 
Canaanites  were  totally  in  their  power,  and 
all  necessity  for  supernatural  assistance  to 
their  aims,  in  the  execution  of  the  divine 
command,  had  plainly  ceased. 

Thus  far  Providence  had,  as  it  were,  com^ 
pdled  them   to  proceed;    still  however  ob- 
serving 
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serving  in  this,  as  in  eveiy  other  supema* 
tural  dispensation^  a  due  analogy  to  the 
regular  course  of  nature,  and  tlic  moral 
agency  of  man.  *  "  The  Lord  thy  God 
(says  their  leg;islator)  "  will  put  out  these 
^'nations  before  thee  by  little  and  little; 
"thou  mayest  not  consume  them  at  once, 
'  *'  least  the  beasts  of  the  field  increase  before 
**  thee ;  but  the  Lord  thy  Ood  shall  deli- 
"  ver  them  unto  thee,  and  destroy  them 
*^  with  a  mighty  destruction,  until  they  be 
**  destroyed.''  And  in  another  place  we 
perceive  an  effect  of  leaving  some  remnants 
of  the  Canaanites,  perfectly  analogous  to 
the  course  of  nature,  aj^igned  as  a  reason 
why  God  permitted  it.  |  *^  That  the  ge- 
*^  nerat;ions  of  the  Children  of  Israel  might 
"  know  to  teach  them  war,  as  many  a^ 
**  had  not  known  all  the  wars  of  Canaan.** 
Thus  the  Canaanites  were  expelled  as 
rapidly  as  the  nature  of  things  could  ad- 
mit The  Jews  were  strictly  :commanded 
to  compleat  their  expulsion,  fully  empower- 
ed to  do  so,  and  warned  of  the  guilt  of 
neglecting  it;  the  temptation  it  would  ex- 
pose them  to,  and  the  certain  pumshnient 
K  2  .thfrt 

*   D^ut.  vii.  22.  t  Judges*  »i«  ^• 
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that  would    await   their    trans^saK>ii :  but 

they  disobeyed  the  divine  command.     *  **  It 

"  came  to  ipasa,  when  Israel  was  strong,  that 

^*  thiey  j>ut   tlip  Canaanites  to  tribtite>  tmd 

"  did  not  utterly  drive  them  ouf    Or,  as 

their  historian  Josephus  f  more  iully  explains 

it,  ^*  Contentmg  thentselves  with  the  tribrftes 

*^  which  were  paid  them,  they  grew  eflfemi^- 

"nate,    as   to   fighting    any   more    agaitist 

"their  enemies;   but  ^applied  themselves  to 

"  the    cultivation    of    their    lands,    which, 

"  producing  them  great  aplenty  and  riches, 

"they    n^lected    the     regufeir    disposition 

/*  of  their  settl^nent,   and   indulged   them- 

"  selves  in    luxuries    and    pfcasures."    And 

now    the   Lord  sent  an    angel  urito  thein, 

who  remincted  them  of  the  divine  command : 

J   ^I  said,  ye   shall  make  no  league  with 

"the   inhabitants    of  this    land;    ye    shall 

"  throw   down  their   altars :   ^but   ye    have 

^  not  ob^ed    iDy    voice.      Why    have    ye 

"  done  -this  ?    Wherefore  I  also  said,   I  will 

"n^  drive,  them  out  from  before  you,  but 

"  they 

*  Jitdgos,  r.  26.    ViSbd  ttie-entire  second  and  third  chap* 
Mrs  of  Judges. 

f  Vide  Josefthus'j  Antiquitie«,  Book  V.  sect.  rii. 
)  Judges^  ii.  1. 
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^'^  they  shall  be  as^  thorns  in  your  sMes, 
**  and  their  gods  shaB  b^  a  snare  unto  you:^ 
or,  as  it  is  more  fully  expressed  in  another 
passage,  *  where  the  sacred  historian  relates, 
that  "  On  account  of  their  evil  ways,  the 
"anger  of  the  Lord  ^vas  hot  against  Israel; 
"  antf  he  said,  because  this  people  hath  trans- 
**  gressed  n)y  covenant,  which  I  command- 
*^  ed  their  fathers,  and  have  not  hearkened 
**  unto  my  voice,  I  also  will  not  henceforth 
"  drive  out  from  before  them,  of  the  nations 
•*  which  Joshua  left  when  he  died;  that 
**  through  them  I  may  prove  Israel,  whe- 
**  ther  they  will  keep  the  way  of  tbe  Lord, 
^*  to  walk  therein  as  their  fathers  did,  keep 
"  it  or  not.  TTierefore  the  Lord  left  those 
•*  nations,  without  driving  them  out  hastily, 
•*  neither  delivered  .  he  them  into  the  hands 
"of  Joshua." 

Tims  God  continued  his  miraculous  agency 
only  so  long  as  was  indispensably  necessary, 
to  introduce  and  settle  the  Jewish  nation 
in  the  land  of  their  inheritance,  and  esta- 
blish this  dispensation,  so  as  to  answer  the 
purposes  of  the  divine  deconoray.     After  this, 

he 

*  Judges,  i.  20. 
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he  gradually   withdrew  his  supernatural  as- 
sistance; he  left  the  nation,  collectively  and 
individually,  to  act  according  to  their  own 
choice,  not  unnaturally  and  violently  coun- 
teracting their  moral  character,  and  destroying 
their  free  agency.      The  people,  at  the  re- 
buke of  the  Lord,  mentioned  above,  "4ifted 
*'  up  their  voices  and  wept,  and  they  sacri* 
''  ficed  there  unto  the  Lord."     "  But,"  says 
Josephus,    **  though  they  were  in  heaviness 
**  at  these  admonitions  from  God,  they  were 
"still  very  unwilling  to  go  to  war.**     Yet 
though  thus  left    to   themselves,  the  effect 
of  the  wonders  they  had  already  seen,  and 
the  discipline  they  had  been  trained  under, 
produced  on  that  generation  a  decisive  and 
permanent  effect ;    "For  the  people  served 
"  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  Joshua,  and  all 
"  the  days  of  the  elders  that  outlived  Joshua, 
"  who  had  seen  all  the  great  works  of  the 
"  Lord  that  he  did  for  Israel" 

Indeed  we  cannot  desire  a  stronger  proof 
of  the  zeal  of  the  whole  nation  for  the 
observance  of  the  divine  Law,  than  the 
transaction  between  the  two  tribes  and  a 
half  who  were  settled  beyond  Jordan,   and 
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tlie  remaining  tribes;  on  the  termination  of 
the  general  war  against  the  Canaahites,  and 
the  dismissal  of  the  several  tribes  to  their 
respective  inheritance.  *  Here  we  see  the 
two  tribes  and  a  half  building  an  altar  at 
the  passage  of  Jordan,  a  pattern  (or  after 
the  pattern)  of  the  altar  of  the  I^-ord. 
The  remaining  congregation,  alarmed  at  the 
idea  of  this  being  a  rebellion  against  God, 
who  had  commanded  tliat  there  should  be 
only  one  altar  for  all  his  people,  prepared 
to  punish  it  by  instant  war,  but  first  send- 
ambassadors  to  expostulate:  ^^  Thus  saith 
"  the  whole  congregation  of  the  Lord ;  what 
**  trespass  is  this  that  ye  have  committed 
*'  against  the  God  of  Israel,  to  turn  away 
'^  this  day  from  following  the  JLord,  in  that 
*'ye  have  builded  you  an  altar,  that  ye 
^^  might  rebel  this  day  against  the  Lord  ?  Is 
**  the  iniquity  of  Baal  Peor  too  little  for  us, 
**from  which  we  are  not  cleansed  until  this 
**  day,  although  there  was  a  plague  in  the 
**  congregation  of  the  Lord  ?  And  it  will 
^^  be,  seeing  that  ye  rebel  against  the  Lord, 
**  that  to-morrow  he  will  be  wroth  with  all 
<*  the  congregation  of  Israel*'    And  the  two 

''  tribes 
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tribes   and  a  half  answered:    "  The   Loid 
*'Go4   of  godi,    the   Lord    God  of  god* 
**  knowetl^  And  Israd  he  shall  know,  if  it 
^*  be    in    rebellion,    or    if  in    transgneBsion 
"against  the  Lord,   save  us  not   this  daj, 
"  that  we  have  built,  us  an  altar;   but  that 
^*it  may  be  a  witness  between  us  and  ymi, 
"  and    our    generations    after    us,    that   we 
"  might  do  the  service  of  the  Lord  befbrc 
*^*  him,  that  your  children  may  not  say  to 
"our   childten,    ye    have   no    part    in   the 
"  Lord.      God  forbid  that  we  should  rebel 
"  against  the  Lord,  and  turn  this  day  from 
"  following  the  Lord,  to  build  an  altar  for 
^*  burnt  offerings,  or  for  meat  offerings,  or 
"  for  sacrifices,  besides  the  altar  of  the  Lord 
"  our  God,  before  his  tabernacle."    So  deep 
•was    the   impression    which    the   judgments 
of  God  had  made  on  the  whole  nation,  so 
watchful   their    anxiety    to   fulfil  the   Law, 
and  avoid  the  wrath  of  Jehovah,  at  once 
their  Sovereign  and  their  God ;   and  so  grbss 
is  the  misrepresentation  of  Mr.  Gibbon^  *  when  ^ 
he  asserts,  that  "  the  cotemporaries  of  Moses 
**and  Joshua   beheld    with  indifference  the 
"  most  amazing  miracles*''    The  very  reverse 
of  this  assertion  is  evidently  the  truth. 
*  Vol.  L  ch.  XT.  p.  457. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PART  III. 
LECTURE  II. 

SECT.  II. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PART  IIL 
LECTURE  II. 

SECT.  IL 

The  conduct  qf  the  Jews,  subsequent  to  the  death  <tf  Joshtta, 
t*  not  inconsistent  with  the  divine  original  qfthe  Mosaic 
Law — Situation  c^  the  Jews  under  their  judges,  adapted  to 
the  purposes  qf  the  divine  (economy — Expediency  (([placing 
than  in  this  situation — Severity  c^  the  punishment  inflicted  by 
Proiffldencefor  their  offences,  no  valid  objection — Establish* 
ment  qfthe  kingly  government  a  confirmation  qf  the  authen^ 
ticity  qfthe  Pentatew:h-^Whf  desired  by  the  people — WT^ 
permitted  by  God — Theocracy  preserved  under  the  kings--' 
Illustrates  the  nature  of  the  divine  controul  over  the  Jew9 
— And  qfthe  Jewish  character-^Both  shew  the  credibility 
qfthe  Jewish  idolatries,  notwithstc^ding  the  divine  original 
qf  the  Mosaic  haw — SepanUion  (>f  the  ten  tribes  OH  ajDpa- 
rent  objection — Its  origin— Idolatry  qf  SoloftHm-^I^ference 
from  it  as  to  the  idolatries  qfthe  Jews-^Separatian  qfthe 
two  kingdoms  why  expedient-^r^How  effected — Its  natur($l 
tendency — Abused  by  Jerobooin — Etfen  his  conduct  an^krwut 
the  divine  original  qf  the  Mosaic  haw — Schism  he  in- 
troduces amsistent  with  that  belief — Ctave  occasion  to  ma- 
nifest the  divine  Providence,  in  the  history  of  the  ten 
tribes — Effects  cf  this  separation  on  the  two  tribes — /», 
stanced  in  the  history  of  Abijahr^i^Of  Rehoboam — QfAsd-^' 
qf  Hezekiah — General  reflection  on  the  providential  go* 
vemment  qf  the  Jews — On  the  caution  to  be  exercised  in 
estimating  the  characters  described  in  the  Old  Testament 
— And  the  effects  of  the  Jewish  schcn^^ 
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AN  the  ^rmer  section  we  noticed  the  strong 
impression  which  the  divine  interposition  had 
made  on  those  who  were  witnesses  of  them; 
insomuch,  ^*  That  the  people  served  the  Lord 
**  all  the  days  of  Joshua,  and  of  the  Elders 
*^  who  outlived  Joshua,  who  had  seen  the 
"  great  works  of  the  Lord."  That  this  im- 
pression however  should  not  be  permanent 
enough,  to  preserve  the  Jews  from  corrupt- 
ing their  religion  and  their  morals,  by  imi- 
tating the  idolatries  and  vices  of  the  Ca- 
naanites  their  neighbours,  will  not  seem 
wonderful,    if   we   consider    tha-t   the  Jews 

'  were, 
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were,  at  this  period,  mere  children  in  moral 
and   religious  conduct,   as   is    most   evident 
from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  Sqripturq.  nar- 
rative.    They  were   ver^  inattentive  to   the 
history   of  past   transactions;  so  that  many 
of  the  very  next  generation,   after  Joshua, 
'*  knew  not,"  that  is,   they  considered  not, 
and  therefore  acted  as  if  they  had  not  known 
.  the  wonders  which   God   had   wrought  for 
w  Israel.     The  temptations  to  intermarry  with 
ttheir   neighbours,    and  adopt  their  manners 
and    worship,    were    too    powerful  for  their 
unsteady  and   carnal  minds:   the  beauty  of 
the  women  of  Canaan ;  the  pomp  and  gaiety 
of    their    festivals;    the    voluptuousness    of 
their   impure  rites;    the  hope  of  gratifying 
their  curiosity  for   piying  into  futurity,   by 
idolatrous  divinations ;  the  overpowering  fears 
impressed  on  their  souls  by  idolatrous  super- 
,  stition ;  their  anxiety  to  conciliate  the  favour 
of  those  divinities,  who  were  represented  to 
them,  as  the  peculiar  guardian  gods  6'f  the 
country  which  they  were  newly  settled  in; 
these  and  other  similar  motives,  adapted,   if 
I  may  so  speak,   to  childish  understandings, 
childish    feelings,     and     childish     appetites, 

demanded 
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demanded  an  immediate  and  strict  discip- 
Kne,  to  counteract  their  inflaence,  and  pre- 
serve, amidst  this  backsliding  and  unstable 
people,  the  main  principles  of  religion  and 
morality,  notwithstanding  their  continual 
propensity  to  corrupt  the  purity  of  both; 
and  we  evidently  perceive?,  that  the  system 
of  divine  government  exercised  over  the 
Jews  under  their  judges,  was  exactly  adapted 
to  their  situation  and  their  mord  character; 
for  the  sacred  history  relates,  that  the-Childpen 
of  */'  Israel  dwelt  amongst  the  Canaanites, 
"  and  took  th^ir  daughters  to  be  thdr  wives, 
"  and  gave  the'u:  daughters  to  their  sons, 
^*  and  served  their  gods,  and  did  evil  in  the 
"  sight  of  the  Lord ;  and  the  anger  of  "die 
"  Lord  was  kindled  against  them,  and  he 
^'  soU  tliem  into  the  h^nds  ^of  their  ene- 
"  mies,  as  the  Lord  had  said,  and  as  he 
"had  sworn  unto  them,  and  they  were 
"greatly  distise^sed :  and  when  they  cried 
"  unto  the  Lord,  he  raised  up  judges ;  and 
"then  the  Lord  was  with  the  judge,  and 
"  delivered  them  out  of  the  hands  of  their 
"enemies  all  the  days  of  the  judge:   and 


*  Joshua,  ili.  6, 
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•'  it   came   to    pass,   when    the  judge    was 
*' dead,    that   they   returned    and    corrupted 
**  themselves    more  than   their  fathers,    and 
"  ceased    not    from   their    own   doings  and 
^*  from  their  stubborn  way."    Tliat  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Israelites  required  this  occa- 
^sional    interposition   of  God,   in    appointing 
the  supreme  magistrate,  appears,  as  well  from 
the  tenor  of  the  sacred  history,  as  the  tes- 
timony of  josephus,*  who  remarks,   *\Tliat 
"  as   they  got  large   tributes  from   the  Ca- 
**  naanites,  and   were  indisposed   for  taking 
*'  pains   by  their  luxury,  they  suffered  their 
"  aristocracy   to  be  corrupted  also ;  and  did' 
"  not  ordain   themselves  a  senate,  nor  any 
"other  such  magistrates  as   their  laws  had 
"  forpierly  required."     Here  then  eitlner  the* 
Divinity    must   have  incessantly  interposed; 
never  suffering  a  moment   to  pass,    without 
placing  at  the  head  of  the  Jews  a  vicegerent, 
supported  by  all   the  terrors  of   the  divine' 
power,   to.  restrain  them  forcibly  from  yield-' 
ing  to  their  idolatrous  and   vicious  propen-* 
sities,  thus  counteracting  their  whole  moral 
character;   a  mode  of  procedure  altogether 

unexampled 

♦  Josephus^  Antiq.  Book  V.  sect.  vii. 
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unexampled  in  God's  government;  and  indeed 
it  sliould  seem  inconsistent  with  the  Veiy 
idea  of  a  moral  governor,  or  he  must  alto- 
gether have  abandoned  them  to  the  influence 
of  those  propensities,  which  would  have 
speedily  plunged  them  irretrievably  in  ido- 
ktry  and  vice  with  the  rest  of  the  world, 
and  defeated  the  entire  purpose  of  the 
divine  oeconomy;  or  lastly,  he  must  have 
taken  that  course-  which  the  sacred  history 
declares  he  did,  appointing  occasionally  vice- 
gerents, as'  ckcamstances  called  for  their 
interposition  f  and  supporting  the  authority 
of  his.  Law,  by  thus  visibly  controuling,  and 
proportioning  the  national  prosperity  and 
adversity  to  the  degree  of  obedience  which 
the  people  voluntarily  yielded  to  his  Law; 
and  habituating  them  to  look  up  immediately 
to  his  protection,  without  interposing  any 
permanent  human  authority,  on  which  they 
might  be  too  apt  exclusively  to  depend,  and 
thus  forget  their  God. 

Such  was^  the  system  of  divine  adminis- 
tration over  the  Jews  under  their  judges. 
Thus  the  chosen  people,  who  were,  as  it 
fihould  seem,    (Hke  all  the  nations  of  that 
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period^)  tnere  children  in  rd)gi6a  zmi  :tn0«* 
rality,  were  treated  ras  chiWreaa,  kept  in 
a  state  of  tutelage,  under  the  constant ' 
guardianship  and  <>ccasional  correction  of 
their  heavenly  Fa:ther;  taught  to  feel  exr 
perimcntaHy  their  total  dependence  upon 
^  his  protection ;  taught  to  feel  that  none  of 
their  ohiefe  .or  elders  possessed  power  .or 
wisdom  to  govern,  and  defend  them,  ext^t 
as  they  weirc  raised  to  the  supceme. authority^ 
and  maintained   in  it  by  Grod  himself,    . 

That  tliis  system  was  as.  telifctual  ipr;secm^ 
ring  the  tibedience  of  the  » t^etROi/itOfji^hc 
divine  Law,  as  from  their  situation  .ind» 
character  we  oould  reasonably  expect,  may^ 
appear,    wh^n  we  recollect,    thabof  *ifbuE. 

hundred. 

*  It  is  ndt  easy  to  be  accurate  in  the  statement  of  these 
p^Hjods  of  prosperity  and  good  conduct,  or  adycrs^^  and 
punishment ;  because  that  sometimes  paj^i  of  the  Children 
of  Israel  transgressed  the  divine  Law,  arid  were  punished 
distinct  fi^m  the  rssi.  Thus  it  is  recorded,  Jrudge$',  x.  8, 
"  That  the  Lord  delivered  Israel  into  the  hands  of  the 
*'  children  of  Ammon,  and  they  oppressed  them  eighteen 
**  years,  all  the  Children  of  Israel 'which  were  on  the  other 
«'  nde  Jordan,  in  the  land  of  the  Amorites."  Son^thing 
similar  to  this  appears  to  have  been  tlie  case  in  the  deliver- 
ance wrought  by  Shamgar,  Judges,  iv.  31;  and  even  the 
nervitttde  t«  Jrf>io»  king^f  Canaan,  Jwlges^  iv.  5>  does  nc* 

appear 
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hundred  and  fifty  years  which  elapsed  from 

the  settlement  of  the  Israelites  in  Canaan  by 

VOL.  II.  L  Joshua, 

appear  to  have  been  universal,  though  itis  said  he  mightily 
oppressed  the  Children  of  Israel  5  for  it  is  said,  "  Deborah 
"judged  Israel  at  that  time/'  But  the  following  periods 
appear  to  have  been  clearly  periods  of  tranquillity,  during 
which  tlje  Israelites  lived  under  their  own  law.  -  * 

From  the  time  when  Joshua  took  the  whole  land,  and 
the  land  rested  from  war,  Joshua,  xii.  23,  about  1445  years    ^ 
before  Christ,  to  the  time  when  God  delivered  them  into  tti6 
hands  of  the  king  of  Mesopotamia,  about  the  year  A.  C. 

1410.  ...  ...  35  yeai^s. 

Judges,  iii.  1 1 — the  land  had  peace  under  Othniel  40  ditto. 

iii.  31 — under  Ehud  and  his  successors       80  ditto. 

V.  31 — under  Deborah  and  Barak  and 

their  successors 

-^ viii.  28 — under  Gideon 

X.  2 — under  Tola     

X.  3 — under  Jair       

— ^ xii.  7 — under  Jephthah 

■     '        xii.  8 — under  Ibzan  ... 


-  xii.  11.  under  Eton   ... 
•  xii.  14 — ^under  Abdon 


Under  Samuel  at  least 


Total, 


40  ditto.. 

40  ditto. 

23  ditto. 

22  ditto. 

7  ditto. 

7  ditto. 

16  ditto. 

-     8  ditto. 

25  ditto. 

337 

Without  taking  into  the  amount  the  forty  years  during 
which  Eli  had  judged  Israel,  I  Sam.  iv.  18,  during  which 
the  worship  of  the  true  G6d,  and  the  observance  of  the  Lav^ 
had  been  in  a  great  measure  preserved,  though  not  perfectly; 
this  would  make  the  period  during  which  the  Law  of 
Moses  was  the  regular  established  religion  of  Israel,  377 
years  out  of  the  450  under  the  judges ;  and  it  must  be 
KecoUected,  that  it  was  always  the  religion  of  probably  a 
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Joshua,  to  the  ficst  election  of  a  king  in 
the  person  of  Saul,  when  taken  together, 
distinct  from  the  intervals  of  occasional 
relapses  into  idolatry,  above  three  hundred 
and  fifty  seem  to  have  passed  under  the  go- 
vernment of  the  various  judges,  whom  God 
raised  up  at  different  periods,  to  recal  his 
people  from  their  errors,  and  retain  them  in 
the  observance  of  his  Law ;  and  that  during^ 
the  lives  of  each  of  these  judges,  there  was 
no  material  apostacy  from  the  national  reli- 
gion, and  no  material  interruption  of  the 
public  tranquillity  and  prosperity  by  these 
punishments,  which  always  attended  such 
apostacy.  It  is  peculiarly  necessary  to  notice 
this  circumstance,  because,  by  a  superficial 
reader  of  the  sacred  history,  the  whole  period 
under  the   judges    m^y   be  easily  mistaken 

as 

great  multitude  of  the  people,  though  the  public  idolatry 
of  others  brought  down  the  judgments  of  God :  and  above 
all,  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  those  idolaters  did  not  re- 
nounce the  worship  of  JehoVah,  but  only  added  to  it  the 
worship  of  idols.  They  corrupted,  but  never  entirely  for- 
sook, their  national  religion  ;  and  such  corruption  never  im- 
plied any  doubt  of  its  divine  a^iginal,  or  any  positive  dis- 
belief of  the  Mosaic  miracles.  If,  with  Usher  in  his  Chro- 
nology, and  others,  we  suppose  the  periods  of  tranquillity 
above,  to  have  been  only  p^rf/a/,  we  must  also  admit  thts 
idolatries  through  the  entifr  period  of  the  Judges  to  hare 
been  also  partial^  and  the  argument  will  be  unafS  '^^ed. 
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as  one  uninterri^ted  series  of  idolatries  aiwJ 
crimes;  from  his  not  observing,  that  the 
lapses  which  incurred  punishment,  and  the 
di\dne  deliverances  which  attended  repont- 
anee,  are  related  so  fully  and  distinctly,  ag 
to  occupy  almost  the  entire  narrative;  while 
very  long  periods,  when  under  the  govern* 
ment  of  their  judges,  the  ''  people  followed 
"God,  and  the  land  enjoyed  peace,''  aris 
pajssed  over  in  a  single  verse,  as  productive 
of  no  occurrence  which  required  a  particular 
detail 

The  situation  of  the  Jewish  nation,  du- 
ring the  government  of  its  judges,  seems 
calculated  to  promote  the  efficacy  of  that 
system  of  discipline  under  which  it  w^^ 
placed,  by  the  very  circumstance  which  at 
flr^t  view  appears  most  repugnant  to  it,  tl>e 
want  of  a  close  union  and  common  interest  be* 
tween  the  different  tribes.  If,  on  the  due  side,. 
this  prevented  them  from  regularly  uniting 
under  ^  common  leader,  except  when  such 
a  one  was  pointed  out,  by  some  clear  ma- 
nifestation of  the  divine  will  in  his  apppint- 
nient,  and  divine  aid  in  his  support ;  and  thus 
left  them,  both  as  tribes  and  individuals,  to 
J.  2  do 
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do  what  was  *  ^^  right  in  their  own  tyts^ 
without  any  immediate  visible  and  regular 
controul ;  this  very  circumstance,  on  the 
other  hand,  enabled  the  Deity  to  exhibit 
more  conspicuously  the  operation  of  that 
particular  Providence,  wh;ch  he  had  declared 
should  distribute  temporal  prosperity  and 
calamity,  according  to  the  degree  of  obe- 
dience or  disobedience  to  the  Mosaic  Law, 
which  not  only  the  peoj^e  collectively,  but 
each  distinct  tribe  and  family,  should  ma- 
nifest; and  thus  gradually  imprint  more 
deeply  on  the  w^hole  nation,  the  necessity  of 
obedience  to  the  divine  w:ili,  by  examples 
within  their  immediate  observance,  and  the 
full  force  of  which  they  could  distinctly 
comprehend.  Now  the  exercise  of  such  a 
particular  Providence  over  a  numerous  and" 
widely  extended  nation,  where  one  supreme 
government  from  the  very  fii-st,  had  uni- 
formly controuled  the  entire,  and* rendered 
each  tribe  and  family  less  obviously  the' 
masters  of  their  own  conduct,  must  have 
been  more  gradual  and  extended  in  its  opera- 
tion, and  less  |)laiiily  discriminative  and  • 
observable,  tlian  in  the  situation  of  the  Jews 

under 

*  Judges^  xviu  6. 
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under  their  judges.  This  circumstance?, 
though  not  noticed  (as  far  as  I  can  recollect) 
by  writers  on  this  subject,  appears  to  nie  to 
have  been  the  most  decided  effect,  and  there- 
fore to  supply  the  most  satisfactory  explana- 
tion of  this  part  of  the  divine  ccconqmy: 
and  be  it  observed,  that  this  mode  of  exhi- 
biting the  particular  providence  of  God  in 
the  distribution  of  temporal  blessings,  was 
the  more  necessary,  as  the  Jewish  people 
was  the  only  one  which  acknowledged  the 
authority  of  Jehovah,  or  expected  any  such 
administration  of  Providence,  All  the  sur- 
rounding nations  looked  up  to  their  own 
idol^  as  their  guardian  gods;  and  the  general 
superiority  of  Jehovah  over  these,  had  been 
sufficiently  displayed,  in  the  circumstances 
attending  the  deliverance  of  the  Jews  from 
Egypt,  and  their  settlement  in  Canaan;  but 
it  was  still  requisite  that  it  should  be  proved, 
that  merely  belonging  to  the  chosen  people, 
and  acknowledging  the  general  authprity  of 
Jehovah,  would  be  insufficient  to  secure  his 
proteption,  except  to  this  was  added,  an 
humble  and  vigilant  obedience  Xo  that  Law 
which  God  had  promulgated,  and  by  the 
observance  of  which  alone,  the  purposei^  of 
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the    (iivinft  Economy  could    be   C6!mpietdy 
folfiUed. 

That  this  plan  was  pursued  under  the 
judges,  in  distributing  prosperity  or  cala- 
mity to  the  different  tribes,  according  to  their 
good  or  in  conduct,  we  have  many  instances. 
Thus  wfe  are  told,  that  *  Judah  and  Simeon 
went  to  attack  and  dispossess  the  Canaanites 
who  were  remaining  in  the  territory  allotted 
for  their  inheritance;  and  that  the  Lord 
was  with  them,  and  gave  their  arms  success 
as  far  as  they  continued  their  confidence  in 
the  divine  aid.  A  similar  observation  is  made 
with  regard  to  the  trilje  of  f  Joi«^eph ;  while 
[fflve  other  tribes  are  enumerated,  who,  in- 
dulging their  own  indolence,  or  destitute  of 
sufficient  faith  in  the  divine  aid,  would  not 
drive  out  the  Canaanites,  but  were  satisfied 
with  making  them  tributaries;  and  the  sub- 
sequent history  sliews  this  was  the  cause 
of  the  severest  calamities  to  these  tribes: 
these  nations  soon  became  §  "  thorns  in  their 
**  sides,"  the  instruments  of  the  divine  chas- 
tisement, 

*  Judges,  i.  ttineteea  first  versus. 
f  Judges,  i.  22. 

j  Judges,  i.  21,  27,  29,  30,  33. 
'  5  judges,  ii.  3. 
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tiscment,   merited  by  this  disobedience,  and 
the  subsequent  idolatries    to  which    it  led. 
The  histofy  of  the  manner,  *  "  in  which 
"  God  rendered  the  wickedness  of  Abimelech, 
**  which  he  did  unto  his  father,  in  slaying 
**  his  seventy  brethren,   and  all  the  evil  of 
**  the    men    of   Shechem,    did    God    render 
"  upon  their  heads,    and  upon   them  came 
^'  the  curse  of  Jothan>,  the  son  of  Jerubbaa^" 
supplies  another  striking  instance  of  the  ad- 
ministration   of  Providence   here  supposed. 
These  and  various  other  facts  supply  additional 
instances  of  the  same  administration  of  Pro- 
vidence;  the    apparent  severity  in  some  of 
these  instances,  either  arose  from  the  opera- 
tion of  human  passions  in   the  agents  em- 
ployed or  permitted  to  execute   these  judg- 
ments, without  being  miraculously  controuled 
in  their  conduct;  or  if  directly  commanded, 
we  may  be  well  assured,    was  indispensably 
necessary  to  effect  the  purposes  of  the  divine 
oeconomy,  when  even  that  degree  of  severity 
was  not  sufficient  entirely  to  prevent  subse- 
quent  offences.      Indeed    the    objection    so 
frequently,  but  so  causelessly  advanced,  that 

the 

♦  Judges,  the  entire  ninth  chapter,  particularly  55  and  57. 
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the  supposed  divine  government  over  the 
Jews,  was  not  as  completely  efFectuaJ,  $ii 
might  naturally  be  expected,  shews  the  divine 
interference  was  confined  to  cases  of  unques- 
tioned necessity,  and  interrupted  as  little  as 
possible  the  operation  of  the  laws  of  nature,  and 
the  regular  course  of  moral  discipline,  under 
which  mankind  is  placed.  We  are  entirely 
*  incompetent  judges  a  priori  of  the  degree 
of  interference  which  ought  to  liave  taken 
place  under  such  a  particular  providence  as 
God  exercised  over  the  Jews,  as  well  as  of 
the  effects  which  ought  to  have  been  pro- 
duced by  it.  The  existence  of  such  a  system 
is  proved  by  undeniable  facts,,  and  its  effects 
have  evidently  been  highly  important,  and  this 
should  satisfy  our  doubts,  and  excite  our  gra- 
titude. To  insist  on  more  extensive  discove- 
ries of  the  reasons  and  process  of  the  diving 
government,  is  equally  irrational  and  pre- 
sumptuous. 

As  the  object  of  these  Lectures  does  not 
require,  and  their  limits  will  not  allow,  a 
minute  enquiry  into  the  whole  series  of  the 

Jewish 

•  Vide  Butler's  Analogy,  Part  IIL  ch.  iii,  particularly 
p.  260. 
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Jewish  history,  apd  the  discussion  of  every 
difficulty  or  objection  which  may  appear  to 
arise  from  it;  I  shall  proceed  to  point  out 
such  hading  circumstances  in  the  progress 
of  this  dispensation,  as  may  illustrate  its 
general  tendency,  to  prevent  the  existence, 
or  check  the  spread,  of  those  idolatries  and 
apostacies,  which  form  the  subject  of  our 
present  discussion. 

The  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  REGAL  FORM 

OF  GOVERNMENT  IN  JUD^A,  fonns  a  distin- 
guished asra  in  the  history  of  the  chosen  peo- 
ple. It  has  been  already  remarked,  that  this 
change  had  been  *  provided  for  in  the  di- 
vihe  oeconomy,  having  been  foretold  in  the 
prophetic  declaration  of  Moses,  delivered  to 
the  assembled  nation  shortly  before  his 
death,  in  such  a  manner  as  supplies  a  strik- 
ing proof  of  the  authenticity  of  the  Penta- 
teuch. It  was  not,  however,  established, 
until  above  400  years  had  elapsed,  and  theu 
with  circumstances  deserving  accurate  atten- 
tion, as  they  appear  to  illustrate  strongly 
the  character  of  the  Jewish  people;  as  well 
as    the  kind   of   discipline,    and  degree   of 

controul, 

•Deut.xv.i.from  U,  compared  wiith  1  Sam.  viii  x  and 
Xii.    Vide  also  jupra,  VoL  I.  from  p.  32  to  37  *       ' 
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cbntroul,  which  the  divine  wisdom  thought 
fit  to  exercise  over  this  chosen  race. 

It  is  related,  that  the  elders  of  Israel 
came  unto  Samuel,  and  said  unto  him :  *  "  Be- 
"  hold,  thou  art  old,  and  thy  sons  walk 
"  not  in  thy  ways ;  now  make  us  a  king 
"  to  judge  us  like  all  the  nations* "•  This 
inconvenience,  arising  from  the  misconduct 
of  the  sons  of  Samuel,  was  so  plainly  tern* 
porary  and  easily  removable,  that  it  could 
have  been  but  a  mere  pretence.  The  real 
motive  undoubtedly  was,  that  they  should 
be  governed  *^  like  all  the  other  nations  f 
a  motive  originating  in  their  not  sufficiently 
attending  to  the  divine  interpositions  of  the 
judges,  but  )nielding  to  their  ardent  and  cul- 
pable fondness  for  the  manners  and  customs 
of  the  surrounding  idolatrous  states:  a  fondness 
they  were  restrained  from  indulging,  by  the 
controul  of  that  theocracy  established  by  the 
Mosaic  Law;  a  controul  which  they  in  all  pro- 
bability secretly  hoped,  would  be  less  strict,  if 
they  changed  the  form  of  their  civil  government 
This  criminal  disposition   God  exposes  and 

reprobates. 

*  1  Sam.  yiii.  5. 
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K^totes.  *  *^  Tliey  have  not,''  says  he  t0 
the  Prophet,  *'  rejected  thee ;  but  tbey  hare 
^^  reacted  me;  tliat  I  should  not  reign  over 
**theM,  accordmg  to  all  the  works  which 
**  they  have  4one,  since  Ae  day  that  I 
^  brought  them  up  out  of  Egypt  unto  tlib 
"day;  wherewith  they  have  forsaken  me 
^^  and  served  other  Gods,  so  do  they  also 
"  unto  thec*^'  Yet  the  Divinity  would  not 
exercise  such  a  resktiess  controul,  as  to- 
tally to  disregard  the  choice  oif  his  people, 
and  chain  dbwn  their  free  will:  this  would 
have  been  inconsistent  with  his  character  as 
a  moral  governor.  He  indeed  commands 
the  Prophet  solemnly  to  protest  unto  them, 
declaring  unto  them  his  condemnation  of 
their  criminal  desires,  and  warning  them  of  tha 
various  f  inconveniencies  which  should  attend 
tlie  kingly  government.  Yet  on  their  persist- 
ing in  their  demand,  :[:  "  for  the  people  refused 
"  to  obey  the  voice  of  Samuel :  and  they  said, 
**  nay,  but  we  will  have  a  king  over  us,  that 
"  we  also  may  be  like  all  the  otlier  nations, 
*^  and  that  our  king  may  judge  ns,  and  go 
''  out  before  us,  and  %ht  our  battles."    The 

Propliet, 
*  \  Sam.  viih  7.    t  lb.  viii  JO,  to  tte  cud.    }  lb.  viii*  19. 
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Prophet  is  commanded  "  to  hearketi  to  their 
**  voice  and  set  a  king  over  them.'"  But 
the  mode  in  which  ^is  is  done  is  pecu- 
liarly remarkable;  the  people  ret^  such  re- 
verence for  their  God,  and  such  confidence 
in  their  Prophet,  tKat  they  do  not  attempt 
to  elect  a  king  themselves,  but  wait  for  the 
divine  appointment  In  this  appointment^ 
care  is  taken  *  to  preserve  in  its  full  force 
that  theocracy  originally  established  over  the 
Jews.  A  king  is  elected  •  by  the  express 
declaration  of  the  divine  oracle ;  raised  from 
an  obscure  family,  f  so  that  he  himself,  as 
well  as  the  entire  nation,  should  know  and 
feel  that  he  derived  his  authority  solely 
ftom  that  appointment.  J  The  rules  and 
forms  of  the  regal  government  are  prescribed 
by  the  Prophet,  which  proves  that  the  exe- 
cutive power  alone  was  confided  to  this  vice- 
gerent of  Jehovah,  who  still  reserved  to 
himself  all  legislative  authority.     Nor  is  the 

solemn 

'  •  *  Vide  Warburton's  DiTinc  Legation,  Book  V.  sect  ni.; 
ii^Jk>«  in  oppositiod^  to  LeClerc  and  othejr&>  has  (as. appears 
to  me)  clearly  establighed,  that  the  the<v:racy  was  continued 
under  the  kings,  and  even  to  the  appearance  of  our  Saviour. 
Vol.  IV.  p.  225. 

t  1  Sam.  ix.  21.  %  Dbid.  x.  25. 
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solemn  inauguration  of  the  new  monarch 
completed,  until?  God  by  a  mifacle  had 
convinced  the  people  of  his  displeasure  at 
the  criminal  motives  in  which  their  demand 
of  a  king  had  originated;  and  thus  filled 
them  with  terror,  humbled  them  to  repen- 
tance, and  led  them  to  confess  their  crime, 
and  implore  pardon  and  a  continuance  of 
the  divine  protection,  *  *^  Now  therefore 
"  stand  and  see,"  says  the  Prophet,  **  this 
**  great  thing  which  the  Lord  will  do  be- 
"fore  your  eyes.  Is  it  iiot  wheat  harvest 
*^  to-day  ?  1  will  call  upon  the  Lord,  and 
**  he  shall  send  thunder  and  rain;  that  ye 
**  may  perceive  and  see  that  your  wicked- 
"ness  is  great,  which  ye  have  done  in  the 
"  sight  of  the  Lord,  in  asking  you  a  king. 
'^  So  Samuel  called  unto  the  Lord,  and  the 
**  Lord  sent  thunder  and  rain  that  day,  and 
^*  all  tiie  people  greatly  feared  the  Lord  and 
"  Samuel.  And  all  the  people  said  unto  Sa* 
"  muel,  pray  for  thy  servants  unto  the 
"  Lord  thy  God,  that  we  die  not;  for  we 
"have  added  unto  all  our  sins  this  evil,  to 
"ask   us  a  kiiig.     And    Samuel  said  untO' 

# 

*  1  Sam.  xii.  16. 
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"the   people,  fear   not;  ye   have   doae  ill 
•*  this  wickedness,   yet  tur%  not  a^e  from 
"following  the  Lord;  but  serve  the  liprd 
"  with   all  your  hearts,    and    turn   ye    not 
"ajaide;    for  then  should  ye  go  after  vaiji 
"things,  which  cannot  profit,  for   they  are 
"  vain.     For  the  Lord  will  not  forsake  his 
"  people,   for  his  great  name's  sake,    for   it 
"hath  pleaded  the  Lord  to  make  you  his 
"people.     Moreover  as  for  me,  God  forbid 
"that  I  should   sin  against   the   Ijoxd,   in 
**  ceasing  to  pray  for  you :  but  I  will  teach 
"  you  the  good  and  the  right  way.     Only 
"  fear  the  Lord,    and   serve  him   in   truth, 
"with  all    your  heart,    for   consider    how 
"great  things  he   hath  done  for  you;  but 
"if  ye  shall  still  do  wickedly,  ye 'shall  be 
"  consumed,  IxDth  ye  and  your  king."^ 

How  clearly  does  this  transaction,  in  all 
its  circumstances,  illustrate  the  nature  of 
that  government  which  God  exercised  over 
his  chosen  people,  and  prove  how  admira-- 
Wy  it  was  adapted  to  their  situation  and 
character !  It  exhibits,  not  the  overwhelming 
violence  of  resbtless  power,  but  the  steady 
yet  mild  controul  of  parental  authority,  cor- 
recting 
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recting  the  transgressions  of  this  wayward 
race  with  a  necessary  strictness,  and  en- 
forcing their  submission  with  immoveable 
firmness;  yet  attentive  to  their  feelings,  in- 
dulgent even  to  their  weaknesses,  ever  ready 
to  hear  their  supplications,  and  accept  their 
penitence;  and  incessantly  directing  every 
circumstance,  so  as  most  effectually  to  pro- 
vide for  their  improvement  and  their  hap- 
piness. While  in  the  people  we  perceive  a 
puerile  turn  of  mind,  easily  caught  by  out- 
ward shew,  and  breaking  *  forth  into  tu- 
multuous applause,  at  beholding  the  stature 
and  beauty  of  their  new  sovereign;  anxious 
to  imitate  their  neighbours  in  the  splendor 
of  a  court,  and  placing  their  dependence 
more  on  the  warlike  character  of  their  leader, 
than  the  experienced  protection  of  their 
God;  yet  rather  weak  and  inconstant  in 
their  moral  and  religious  character,  than 
obstinately  impious  and  depraved:  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  things,  inattentive  to  the 
guardian  hand  of  Providence,  but  never  ques- 
tioning the  divine  original  of  their  religion 
and    government,    or    deliberately    rejecting 

the 
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the  authority  of  their  heavenly  King.  On 
the  contrary,  when  their  reflection  is  moused, 
and  their  seriousness  awakened,  by  a  sen- 
sible *  proof  of  the  divine  displeasure,  they, 
as  it  should  seem,  humbly  confess  and  deeply 
lament  their  transgressions ;  acknowledge 
gratefully  the  past  mercies  of  their  God, 
deprecate  his  wrath  with  heartfelt  terror, 
and  engage  for  their  own  future  obedience, 
with  evident  sincerity.  Such  appears  the 
real  character  of  the  Jewish  people;  such 
the  nature  of  that  discipline,  and  the  degree 
of  that  controul,  which  the  wisdom  of  God 
exercised  over  them,  as  sufficient  for  secur- 
ing the  great  objects  of  the  divine  dispen- 
sations* 

Now  it  seems  undeniable,  that  the  various 
idolatries  and  transgressions  of  the  Jews, 
not  only  naturally  resulted  from  this  their 
national  character;  but  that  they  are  per- 
fectly consistent  with  the  reality  of  such  a 
divine  government,  and  therefore  In  no  de- 
gree diminish  the  credibility  of  those  mira- 
cles, by  which  the  existence  of  that  go- 
vernment is  attested;   or  the  divine  original 

of 
*  1  Sam.  xi.  15,withxiu  4  and  19. 
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of   that  Law,    which    was  by  its  authority 
promulgated  and  Upheld. 

It  has   lieen    already   reitiai^ied,   that  the 
authenticity  of  the  Pentateuch,  and,  by  con- 
seqilence,  the  certainty  of  the  Mosaic  mira- 
cles, and'  the  divine  original  of  the  Mosaic 
Law,  derives  considerable  evidence  fVohi  the' 
late  introduction  of  the  regal  form   of  gd- 
vcrmtifent    in   Jiid«a.      In    truth,    had    this' 
been  established  by  their  legislator  froni  the 
first,' it  would  havfe  been  difficult  to  remove 
the   suspicion,    that   temporal    motives   and' 
political  arts  might  have  contributed  to  give 
a^  fictitious   divine   authority    to  a  code  of^ 
Laws,    which   an  able    legislator   had    con- 
trived, and  a  setics  of  powerful  kitigs  had 
maintained,  as  the  support  of  the  regal  govem- 
inent;  Y^iile  in  th6  present  case  all  such  sus- 
picion is  precluded,  as  the  Law  must  have 
been    universally  recognized,   before  the  es- 
tablishment of  that  regal  authority;  which, 
though  it  in  a  certain  degree  provides  for, 
it  yet  disapproveis  of  and  restrains.      It  was' 
not,    therefore,    unpjvDductrve   of    advantage 
to  the  permanent  interests  of  Teligion,  that 

VOL.  II.  M  this 

♦  Supra,  Vol.  L  p.  31  to  ^7. 
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this  great  change  was  delayed  by  Prov^ 
dence^  until  the  Mosaic  Law  had  subsisted 
long  enough  to  prove,  that  its  first  establish- 
ment had  not  originated  in  any  human 
policy,  and  that  its  subsequent  support  wasr 
independent  of  any  human  power:  and  it 
has,  I  trust,  appeared,  that  every  circum- 
stance attending  this  transaction,  is  not  only 
consistent  with  the  original  establishment  of 
the  Jewish  scheme  by  divine  power,  but 
confirms  the  continued  interposition  of  Pro- 
vidence,  in  its  superintendance  and  support 

The  next  leading  event  of  the  Jewish  his- 
tory, M^hich,  in  this  view  of  our  subject,  it  is 
necessary  to  consider,  is  the  *  separation  of 
THE  TEN  TRIBES  froHi  the  housc  of  David, 
and  their  establishment  in  a  separate  kingdom 
by  Jeroboam;  an  event  which,  at  first  view, 
may  appear  to  indicate  a  total  contempt  of 
the  Mosaic  Law,  since  it  was  attended  with 
a  deplorable  schism,  and  idolatrous  corrup- 
tion in  the  Jewish  church;  a  corruption 
which,  as  it  was  supported  by  woildly  policy  . 
in  the  monarchs,  and  by  the  propensity  to 
self  indulgence  and  idolatry  in  the  mass  of 

the 

^  Vidci  1  Kin^^f  xi.  xii.  and  xiii«;  and  2  Chron.  x.  xL 
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the  t)eopie,  was  untiappily  permanent;  for  ^ 
every  king  of  Israel,  however  praise- worthy 
in  other  respects,  •*  adhered  to  the  sin  of 
"Jeroboam,  who  made  Israel  to  sin,^'  A 
close  attention  to  the  circumstances  and 
effects  of  this  event,  will  howfever  shew^ 
that  it  is  perfectly  consistent  with  the  reality 
of  that  divine  superintendance,  which  di- 
rected the  Jewish  dispensation. 

The  *  origin  of  this  separation  is  declared 
to  have  been  a  diving  judgment  on  the 
house  of  David,  in  consequence  of  the 
idolatrous  worship  introduced  Ijy  the  foreign 
wives  of  Solomon,  and  criminally  permitted 
or  partaken  of  l^  that  prince*  We  are, 
however,  completely  certain,  that  Solomon 
long  worshipped  the  true  God,  revered  the 
Law  of  Moses  as  divine,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  clear  and  impressive  teachers  of  reli- 
gious truth  and  moral  duty,  that  ever 
enlightened  mankind :  yet  in  the  decline 
of  life  and  of  reason,  excessive  sensualit}^, 
inflamed  by  the  long  enjoyment  of  royal 
power,  and  uninterrupted  prosperity,  lulled 
to  sleep  the  vigilance  of  his  piety,  and  be* 
M  2  trayed 

«  Vide  1  Kings.  xL 
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trn^pd  him  inta  guilt  Says  thc^  sacred  his- 
torian^ *  "  He,  loved,  many  strange  women,  of 
"  the,  natigiQS,  conqerning-  which  the  I>?rd^ 
"  s?Lid  unto  t^ie  Children  of  Israel,  ye  shall 
"  not  gq  in  luitcf,  them  neither  shall,  they 
"  come  i?i  unto  you,  for  surely  tljey  w;iU 
"  tu^n  away  your  heart  after  their  gpdsr 
"but  Spl^pon  clave  unto  these  in  love  j.  and 
"it  came  to  pass,  that  when  Solonpn  was 
"old,  fi!i^  wives  turned  away  hi$:  hear*  after 
"other  gods."  It  is  a  n^ela^icholy,  but 
certain  trutfo,  such  is  the^  weakness  and 
corruption  of  human  nature,  thiit  this  narra- 
tive i&.  perfectly  natnrat  and  credible;  and 
surely,  th^  crimes  and  idolatries  of  the  Jewish 
n^ti<?n  in. general, ..were  npt  more  incredijble 
or  unn^tviraj,  on  the  supposition  of  their 
generaj  sincere  acknowledgpxent  of  the  divine 
origin  of  theii:  Law,  than  the  similar,  mis- 
conduct of  this  enlightened  and  favoured 
monarch.  Certainly  no  instance  can  shew 
more  cl^arly^  the  general  futility  of  this 
objection.)  But  let  us  pursue  the  history, 
Had-  thi>  ofl^i^C:  remained  unpunished,  so 
eontagi^us  an  example  would  probably  have 

infected 

*  1  Kings^  xi.  thirteen  Qrsl^Terses. 
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infected  the  "whole  mass  of  the  ^people,  which 
would  thus  have  irretrievably  sunk  into  ido- 
latry and  vice:  and  docs  it  not  a'^pear  pro- 
bable, that  so  long  ,  as  the  rtihole  natiHn 
Continued  united  under  one  sovereigh^  this 
danger  might  frequently  recur?  Does  lidt 
therefore  this  division  of  the  people,  und^r 
two  monarchs,  appear,  even  to  bur  short- 
sighted views,  not  only  a  juit  piinishrtieitt 
for  the  crimes  "^of  Solomon,  but  the  most 
probable  method  of  preventing  that  ^tniversal 
apostacy,  from  similar  misconduct  in  firture, 
which  might  have  entirely  defeated  the 
•design  of  the  Jewish  dispensation?  And 
the  more  accurately  we  consider  the  cir- 
cumstances and  effects  of  this  revolution,  the 
more  clearly  shall  we  perceive,  that  the  pre- 
vention of  such  a  total  apOstacy,  was  tlie 
chief  cause  why  it  was  permitted,  nay,  even 
forwarded,  by  a  divine  interference. 

When  the  prophet  *Ahijah  was  commiii- 
siolied  to  announce  to  Jeroboam,  his  selec- 
tion by  God  as  sovereign  of  the  ten  tribes, 
he  declares  in  the  clearest  term^,  that  this 
was  designed  as  a  punishment  for  tiie  idola^ 

tries 

*  1  Kings,  XI.  $S, 
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tries  of  Solomon;  that  it  was  intended  to 
reserve  one,  tribe  for  the  house  of  David,  in 
reward  of  his  unshaken  adherence  to  the 
worship  of  his  God;  and,  that  a  similar 
adher<pnce  on  the  part  of  Jeroboam,  was 
tlie  coi^ditipn  on  which  his  kingdom  should 
be  s^curpd  to  him,  '!f hus,  in  its  first  origin, 
this  revolution  was  a  providential  dispen- 
sation; but  yet  it  was  not  brought  about 
by  any  resistless  oper^tio^.of  divine  power;; 
human  passions  and  human  agency  were,  in 
appearance,  itsi  only  effective  cause.  The 
*  imprudent  and  tyrannic  answer .  of  Jl^^" 
;boam  tq  the  demands  of  the  Jewish  people, 
for  a  redressi  pf  grievances,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  his  reign,  >vas  ite  immediate  occa- 
sion; but  when  the.  king  of  judah  made 
preparations  to  reduce  the.  revolted  tribes, 
,ihe  Divinity  interposed  to  prevent  the  mise- 
ries of  civU  war,  in  opposition  to  a  measure 
originating  in  his  decree,   and   commanded 

by  his  prophet:  t  *'  T^  ^^^^  ^^^  go  ^P  ^^T 
*'  fight  gainst  your  brethren,  for  this  thing 
*^  is  from  me/' 

Thus 

*  a  Kings,  xii.  first  fifteen  verses,     f  I  KiDgs>  xii.  2^ 
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Thus    every  circumstance,   attending   this 
revolution,  had  a  most  direct  and  powerful 
tendency  to  excite  in  both  these  kings,  and 
their  subjects,    a  spirit   of  piom  emulation 
in  their  obedience  to  the  divine  Law:  but 
the  impious  policy  of  Jeroboam,   who,   for* 
getting  the  divine  promise,   looked  only  to 
worldly  means  for  securing  his  power,  *  afraid  ' 
l^ast  his  subjects,  if  they  attended  the  temple 
worship  at  Jerusalem,  where   the  house   of 
David  reigned,  should  be  tempted  to  submit 
again    to    their   ancient   sovereigns,    set   up 
idolatrous   symbols  of  the  divine   presence^ 
in  two  places  of  his   own   dominions,   and 
ordained  priests,  who  were  not  of  the  tribe 
of  Levi,   and  celebrated   religious   festivals^ 
to  counteract  the  attraction  of  the  feasts  at 
the  temple.     This  conduct,  however,  though 
it  proves  a  most  criminal  inattention  to  the 
injunctions  of  the  Mosaic  Law,  yet  it  im* 
plies   no    deliberate    disbelief   of  its  divine 
original,    or    rejection  of   its    authority,    in 
either  the  monarch  or  the  people :   on  the 
contrary,   the    conduct    of   Jeroboam   bears 
(as  has  been  f  already  iioticed)  the  strongest 

attestation 

*  1  Kings^  xii.  from  25  to  the  end. 
>  Supra^  Vol.  J.  from  p.  20  to  23, 
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attestation  to  the  uiiiver^^l  natoriety  and 
established  authority  of  that  Law.  Apprehen- 
sive as  he  was,  least  the  p^^ery^uc^  of  ^ts 
ritual  should  alienate  his  subjects,  and  icn- 
dange;r  his  crown,  he  yet  attempts  j^t  to 
dispute  its  authority,  or  dis.cr^it  its  rites; 
he  me;rejy- introduces  an  innovation  as  to 
the  ^i^ce  where  these  rites  were  toobsery^ed, 
and  the  persons  by  whom  they  were  to  be 
performed:  he  endeavour^  to  captivate  a 
people  addicted  to  idolatrous  emblems.  Iff 
introducing  the  same  symbols  of  the  divine 
presence,  .whiph  the  Jews  had  compelled 
Aaron  to  set  up,  and  which  he  him^lf  h^ti 
been  familiarized  to  in  Egypl: :  he  yet 
declares  them  the  symbols  of  that  Divinity, 
who  had  delivered  the  nation  from  Egypt, 
and  thus  recognises  the  r^eality  of  that  divine 
interposition  on-  which  the  Mosaic  La^f 
was  founded.  **  Behold,"  says  he,  **  thy  gods, 
*'  oh  Israel,  which  brought  thee  up  out  of 
^^  the  land  of  Egypt;"  and  still  more,  he 
appoints  a  feast  similar  to  the  feast  of 
tabernacles  at  Jerusalem,  winch  solenjnly 
recognised  the  abode  of  the  Jews  in  the 
wilderness,  and  all  the  miracles  which  at- 
tended it. 

Suph 
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Such    was    the    nature    and    extent    of 
that  schism    and   corruption,    introduced  by 
Jeiol^bam,    dictated    by    the  poUcy   of  the 
4aaonaTch,    and    adapted    to    the    idolatrous 
propensities  of  his  subjects,    but  not  at  all 
indicating  any  disbelief  of  the  Mosaic  his- 
tory,   or  the  divine  original  of  the  Mosaic 
Law;   on  the  contrary,   evidently  admitting 
both*      fiijit    this,    it   will   be    »aid,    was    a 
strange    inconsistency;    true,    but  yet  it  is 
an  inconsistency  by  jio  means  incredible  or 
unnatural.    The  history, of  Christianity,  con- 
firmed by  our  own  experielice,    may  teach 
us,    that''  a  departure,  from    the    pure  sim- 
jdicity  of  a  religion^    derived  from   an  ac* 
knowledged  revelation,    may  be  introduced 
by  policy,  T'ecommended  by  idolatrous  cor* 
ruptions,^to  an  unreflecting  multitude,  and 
subsist  for  ages;   while,  at  the  same  time, 
nothing  is  farther  from   the  ideas   of  that 
multitude,    than  any   disbelief  or   rejection 
of  the  original  revelation  itself. 

Nor  ought  it  to   be    forgotten,  that  this 
schism,  and  idolatry  of  the  ten  tribes,  gave 
occasion    for    the    most   signal    di^lays   of 
divine  power,    and  the  most  emphatic  de- 
nunciations 
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nunciations    and    manifestations    of    divine 
justice,   in  the  correction   and    government 
of  this  perverse  race,  and  their  guilty  mo- 
narchs ;  the  miraculous  reproof  and  punish*- 
ment  of  *  Jeroboam  himself;   the  death  of 
his  t favourite  son;  the  utter  destruction  of 
the    three    royal  houses   of  :|;  Jeroboam,   of 
§  Baasha,    and  of  ||  Ahab ;  all    foretold   by 
the  prophets,  afforded  awful  examples  of  the 
divine  vengeance.     There  ako  were  exhibited 
the  miracles    of  f  Ely  ah  and  EU^haj   and 
iionpernipg  the  liings  and  people  of  the  ten 
tribes,   were  .pronounqed  som^  of  the  most 
distinguished  prophecies  pf  ^  Amos,    Hosea, 
^d  Isaiah ;  and  finally,  after  a  series  of  in-r 
structions    and    chjistisem^nts,    which   illus-? 
trated  the  spirit  of  the  divine   Law,  nlani-^ 
fested  the  perpetual  controul  of  divine  Pro-r 
yidence,   and   verified  all  the   denunciationa 

of 

*  Vide  1  Kings,  xiii. 
t  Ibid,  xiv, 

X  Compare  1  Krngs,  xiv.  tO,  with  xr.  29^. 
§  1  Kings,  xvi,  11. 

II  1  Kings,  xxi.  from  20  to  22;  and  2  Kings,  ix.  and  x. 
^  Vide  1  Kings,  from  xvii.  to  the  end  of  the  book ;  and) 
2  Kings,  seven  first  chapters,  and  ch.  xiii. 

*  Vide  Isaiah,  i.  viii.  and  ix.  18;  xvii.  and  xxviii.;  Hosea, 
passim,  particularly  viii.  ix.  x.  and  xiii.  15,  to  the  end. 
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of  their  inspired  Lawgiver;  but  which, 
though  doubtless  operative  on  many  indivi^ 
duals,  could  not  reform  cither  the  3overeigna 
or  tjje  great  mass  of  the  people.  God  excr 
quted  judgment  on  this  deluded  and  cor* 
rupted  race,  *  '*  For  he  removed  Israel  out 
"  of  his  sight,  as  he  had  said  by  all  his  ser^ 
**  vapts,  the  prophets ;  so  was  Ismel  carried 
*'  away  out  of  their  own  land  to  Assyria ; 
*'  there  was  none  left  but  the  tiibe  of  Judah 
"only." 

If,  from  the  effects  of  this  revolution  ou 
the  ten  tiihes,  we  direct  our  reflections  to 
its  corresponding  (ff^ct^  on  the  remaining 
twOy  we  shall,  I  think,  perceive,  that  it 
was  the  most  powerful  means  oi  preserving 
in  thorny  whatever  degree  of .  attention  to 
the  divine  Law  subsisted  amongst  them ; 
and  preventing  that  universal  idolatry  and 
corruption  in  the  entire  Jewish  nation,  which 
would,  to  all  appearance,  have  defeated  the 
great  purposes  of  the  divine  oeconomy.  Thi» 
event  rendered  it  the  obvious  political  in- 
terest of  the  kin^s  of  Judah,  to  adhere 
with    strictness    to    the    Mosaic    Law,    and 

promote 
*  Vide  2  Kings,  xvii.  particularly  ficoi^lS  ^o  23. 
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promote  its  observance  amdhgst  their  sub- 
jects, to  the  utmost  of  then-  power.  Thus 
to  act,  became  the  boasted  distinction  of 
these  kings,  and  the  popular  topic  by  which 
they  maintained  their  superiority  over  the 
kings  of  Israel.  Thus,  when  Abijah,  the 
grandson  of  Solomon,  was  preparing  to 
engage  with  Jeroboam,  the  first  monarch 
of  the  ten  tribes,  this  is  the  topic  he  selects 
to  rouse  the  ardour  of  his  own  soldiers,  and 
depress  his  adversary,  whom  he  reproaches, 
not  only  with  his  revolt,  but  his  idolatry 
and  impiety,  in  casting  out  the  priests  of 
the  Lord,  the  sons  of  Aaron,  and  with 
setting  up  the  golden  calves,  which  Jero- 
boam made  for  gods.  *  *^  But  as  for  us, 
^*  says  he,  the  Lord  is  our  God,  and  we 
*^  have  not  forsaken  him;  and  the  priests, 
'^  wliich  minister  unto  the  Lord,  ar?  the 
*^  sons^  of  Aaron,  and  the  Levites  wait  upon 
**  their  business,  for  we  keep  the  charge  of 
"the  Lord  our  God;  but  ye  have  forsaken 
"  him,  and  behold  God  himself  is  with  us 
*'  for  our  captain,  and  his  priests  with 
**  sounding  trumpets  to  cry  alarm  against 
"  '  "  you. 

*  2  Chronicles,  xiii.  from  4  to  the  end. 
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'*you.     Oh!-  house  of  ferael,  fight  ye  not 
"  against  the  Lord,  the  God  of  your  fatheias, 
**  for   ye    shall    not    prosper."      The    event 
justified  the.  pious  confidence  of  the  young 
monarch,  notwithstanding   tlie   superior  ge- 
neralship of  Jeroboam,   who  had  placed  an 
an^bush  behind  Judah ;  and  notwithsta^nding 
the  troops  of  Israel  were  800,000,   tho^e  of; 
J*udah    but  400,000;    (the  entire    force    of 
both  nations  being  brought  forward  on  thi* 
occajsion,    which  rendered,   this    providential 
dispensation     more    decisive.)      Yet    when 
Judah  looked  back,   behold   the  battle. was 
before  and  behind,  and  they  cried  unto  the 
Lord.    And   *' it  came    to    pa^s,   that  God 
"  smote    Jeroboam    and    all    Israel    before 
"  Abijah  and  Judah ;  and  there  fell  of  Israel, 
"400,000  cho3en  men:    thus  the  Children 
"of  Judah   prevailed,    because    they  relied 
**  on  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers.**    This 
awful   instance  of  divine    vengeance    mu$t 
have  operated  as  a  powerful  encouragement 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Judah,  to  persevere  in 
^     the  pure  worship  of  thei  true  God,,  and   to 
the  reflecting  part  of  IsraeJ  to  reform. 

In 
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In  trutli,  this  national  separation  formetl, 
almost  from  the  moment  it  began,  a  broad 
line  of  distinction    between  those  who  suf* 
fei-ed  themselves,    from   idolatrous  propensi- 
ties or   worldly  views,   to  be  seduced  from 
tlie  observance  of  the  divine  Law,  and  those 
determined  conscientiously  to  adhere  to  it. 
At   its  very  contmeniement,    not   only  tlic 
Levites,  *  "  whom  Jeroboam  cast  out  of  the 
"  priests  office,  left  their  suburbs  and  their 
"  possessions,  and  came  to  Judah  and  Je- 
"  rusalem,    but    after  them   out   of  all   the 
*'  tribes  of  Israel,    such  as  set  their  hearts 
"  to  seek  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  came  to 
*'  Jerusalem    to  sacrifice   to  the   Lord  God 
**  of  their  fathers;  so  they  strengthened  the 
^^  kingdom  of  Judah,  and  made  Rehoboam, 
*^  the  son  ^of  Solomon,   strong."    It  is  true, 
this  strict  observance    of   the    divine    Law 
was  not  permanent  even  in  Judah.      lleho* 
boara,  corrupted  by  prosperity,  fell  into  the 
same   crimes    as  his    father   Solomon;    but 
when  chastised  by  the  invasion  of  the  king 
of  Egypt,  and  roused  to  reflection,   by  the 
warning  of  a  prophet,  f  **  The  princes  and 

"  the 

*  2  Clironicles,  xi.  from  13  to  17. 
f  2  Chixwiiclcs,  xii.  5,  6,  7, 
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"  the  king  humbled  themselves,  and  they 
"said  the  Lord  was  righteous-/'  on  their 
repentance,  they  were  preserved  from  ruin- 
The  son  and  successor  of  Rehoboam  gained 
the  decisive  victory  above  related,  over  the 
revolted  and  idolatrous  tribes;  an  event 
which  appears  to  have  made  the  deepest  im- 
pression on  tlie  people  of  Judah ;  for  imme- 
diately after,  his  son  *  Asa,  succeeding  to 
that  throne,  displayed  the  most  pious  zeal 
in  the  service  of  Jehovah,  removing  his 
mother  from  being  queen,  because  she  had 
made  an  idol  in  a  grove,  and  entering  into 
a  solemn  covenant  with  his  whole  assembled 
nation,  *  "  To  seek  the  Lord  God  of  Israel, 
"  with  all  their  heart,  and  with  all  their 
"  soul;  and  that  whosoever  would  not  do 
'^  so,  should  be  put  to  death :  and  all  Judah 
**  rejoiced  at  the  oath,  for  they  had  sworn 
"  with  all  their  heart,  and  sought  him  with 
"  their  whole  desire,  and  he  was  found  of 
"  them,  and  the  Lord  gave  them  rest  found 
"  about :  and  not  only  had  all  Judah  and 
"  Benjamin    joined    in    the    covenant,    but 

"  • "  the 

*  2  Chronicles,  xiv.  xv.  and  xvi. 

f  2  Chronicles,  xv.  particularly  9  to  15. 
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"  the  strangers  with  thetti  out  of  Ephraim, 
**  and  Manasseh  and  Simeon ;  for  they  fell' 
"  to  him  out  of  Israel-  in  abundance,   whea^ 
*[  they  saw  that  the  Lord  his  God  was  widi 
''  him."      ' 

Another  instance,  where  the  piety  of  Jud.ah ' 
was  exerted  to  recal  the  Israelites  to  their 
duty,  occurred  in  the  reign  of  *  Hezckiah, 
which  has  been  already  noticed:  but  as  it 
is  not  my  intention  to  dp  more,  than  give 
a  general  view  of  the  providential  govem<- 
ment  over  the  Jewish  nation;  in  order  to 
effect  the  purposes  of  the  Mosaic  oeconomy^ 
it  is  sufficient  here  to  recollect  what  has 
before  beeil  noticed ;  how  strongl5^  the  re- 
cognition of  the  Mosaic  Law,  in  these  divided 
kingdoms,  establishes  its  authenticity ;  and 
to  reitiark,  that  from  the  solemn  covenant 
with  God,  fonned  by  Asa,  the  majority  of 
the  kings  of  Judah  were  pious  and  exem- 
plary, particularly  so  long  as  they  avoided 
any  close  connection  with  the  monarchs  of 
Israel.  The  f  affinity  formed  by  Jehosaphat 
with  the  depraved  family  of  Ahab,  appearing 

to 

♦  2  Chrofticlesj,  xxx.  to  5.     Vide  ako  gupra^  Vol.  I.  p.  25 
to  29.  .  * 

t  2  Chronicles,  xvili.  1,  .^nij  xk\,  ^. 
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to  be  the  first  occasion  after  this  event  of 
introducing  idolatry  and  vice  into  the  royal 
house  of  Judah. 

In  process  of  time,  these  corruptions 
extended;  and  notwithstanding  the  various 
chastisements  by  which  they  were  checked, 

required  at  length  the  severe  discipline  of 
seventy  years  captivity  in  Babylon,  com- 
pletely to  subdue  the  idolatrous  pippensitieii 
of  the  Jews,  and  convince  them  of  *the 
guilt  and  danger  of  associating  any  othe^ 
god  with  the  supreme  majesty  of  Jehovah; 
to  whom  ever  since  that  period,  they  have 
paid  exclusive  adoration ;  and  notwith- 
standing a  series  of  unexampled  calamities 
and  trials,  observed  the  Mosaic  Law,  as  of 
unquestioned  authority  and  divine  original 

Another  opportunity  will  occur,  fdr  tracing 
out  the  various  steps  by  which  divine  Pro- 
vidence under  this  and  every  other'  part  of 
the  Jewish  dispensation,  advanced  the  in- 
terests of  true  religion,  and  prepared  the 
way  for  the  Gospel  of  Christ:  enough  I 
trust;  has  now  been  said,  to  shew  that  the 
idolatrks   and   transgressions  of  the  Jewish 

vojL.  lu  IT       V  natian. 
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nation,  far  from  proving  that  their  reHgion 
and  government  were  not  of  divine  original, 
or  conducted  hy  any  Providential  controul, 
evince  the  contrary:  and  evidently  appeal* 
to  have  proceeded  from  causes  perfectly 
consistent  with  the  divine  promulgation  of 
the  Mosaic  Law,  and  whose  influence  must 
have  produced  a  total  and  irremediable  apos- 
tacy  from  true  religion,  in  the  whole  Jewish 
race^  if  it  had  not  ieen  perpetually  coun- 
teracted by  that  Providence,  which,  without 
violating  the  analogy  of  nature,  or  infring- 
ing on  the  freedom  and  moral  accountable- 
bleness  of  man,  yet  directs  the  whole  series 
of  events,  so  as  to  accomplish  it;^  own  all- 
gracious  purposes,  out  of  evil  bringing 
forth  good:  and  perpetually  advancing  the 
cause  of  truth  and   righteousness. 

I  shall  conclude  this  Lecture,  with  some  ob- 
servations  suggested  by  the  subjects  we  have 
been  now  discussing.  Let  me  then  warn 
my  readers  against  adopting  a  preconcep- 
tion, very  injurious  to  the  cause  of  religion 
with  unthinking  minds,  even  that  all  the 
.individuals  whom  God  made  use  of  as  in- 
•imments  for  the  deliverance  of  his  people, 

are 
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are  brought  forward  to  our  notice  in  Scripr- 
lure,  as  worthy  of  divine  fevour^  and  fit 
models  for  our  imitation  in  the  isntire  tenor 
of  their  lives.  They  generally  indeed  pos- 
sessed the  important  and  praise  worthy 
qualities  of  zeal  and  intrepidity  in  defence  of 
their  national  religion  and  constitution,  and 
Were  active  and  effective  instruments  in  resto- 
ring the  worship  of  Jehovah ;  and  thus  in  the 
main,  forwarding  the  interests  of  virtue  and 
religion.  Hence,  God  frequently  assisted 
their  efforts  with  miraculous  aid,  or  is  said 
to  have  raised  them  up,  *  or  been  with 
N  9  them 

*  Most  of  the  difficulties  and  objections  which  appear  to 
Hiscredit  the  divine  original  of  the:  Jewish  revelation^  ar«l 
derived  from  the  misconduct  of  the  nation  in  genferal,  or 
from  th^  errors  and  crimes  of  some  distinguished  indivi- 
duals, who  w^re  employed  as  instruments  to  forward  the 
progress  of  the  ditririe  oecdnbmj.  In  addition  to  such  cir- 
tumstances  as  have  been  advanced  in  this  aiid  the  prece^r 
ing  Lectures,  to  obviate  siich  difficulties  and  objections,  the 
following  femarks  may  perhaps  riot  be  useless. 

It  is  said  to  ht  utterly  incredible,  ihat  persons  raised  up, 
aided,  inspired,  directed  or  assistfed  by  God,  should  have 
been  guilty  of  such  crimas  as  David ;  such  idolatries  as 
Solomon ;  sUch  weaknesses  as  Samson ;  such  apostacieis  and 
Cruelties  Us  the  J^ws.  To  this  it  may  be  answered,  that  it 
is  perfectly  credible  they  should  be  raised  up  fot  particular 
purposes;  jtided  in  effecting  a  particular  object;  inspired 
Irilh  a*  certain  degree  of  knowledge;  assnted  at  particular 
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them  as  judges  or  kings  of  Israel;  but  we  must 
by  no  means  conceive,  that  this  implies  that 

the 

periods,   and  in   a  special  manner;  and  yet,  that  beyond 
this,   their   natural  character,  their   external  temptations* 
their  acquired  habits,  may  have  produced  «dl  the  irregu- 
larities and  crimes  which  gave  so  much  offence.     To  ask 
whyXjod  did  not  prevent  this?   is  to  ask,  why  he  did  not 
exercise  a  gixdter  degree  of  supernatural  controi^l,  than  th^ 
peculiar  purposes  of  Providence  required  ?     A  question  as 
absurd  as  it  is  presumptuous.     On  this  subject,  I  transcribe 
the  observations  of  Butler,  Analogy,  p.  260,  which  appear 
to  me  decisive.     Having  illustrated  by  a  variety  of  exam-> 
pies,  that  the  system  of  nature,  is  liable  to  objections,  "  a 
''pn^V'^n^ogous  to  those  advanced  against  the  scheme  of 
revelation ;  and  that  as  the  former  are  admitted  to  be  inconr 
elusive  objections  to  natural  religion,  the  latter  are  equally 
so  with  regard  to  revelation.     He  proceeds,  '*  By  applying 
"  these  general  pbservations  to  aV  particular  objection,  it 
«  will  be  more  distinctly  seen,  how  they  are  applicable  to 
*«  others  of  a  like  kind  ;  and  indeed  to  all  objections  against 
"  Christianity,  as  distinguished  from  objections  against  its 
*'  evidence.     It  appears  from  Scripture,  that  as  it  was  not 
"  unusual  in  the  apostolic  age,  for  persons  upon  their  con- 
''  version  to  Christianity,  to  be  endued  with  miraculous 
•*  gifts,  so  some  of  th^se  persons  exercised  these  gifts  in  a 
**  strangely  irregular  and'  disorderly  manner,  and  this  is 
**  made  an  objection  against  their  being  really  miraculous : 
*•  now  the  foregoing  observations,  quite  remove  this  objec- 
"  tion,  how  considerable  soever  it  may  appear  at  first  sight ; 
«  for  consider  a  person  endued  with  any  of  these,  gifts,  for 
«<  instance  that  of  tongues,  it  is  to  be  supposed  that  h« 
"  had  the  same  power  over  this  miraculous  gift,  as  he  would 
*'  have  had  over  it,  had  it  been  the  effect  of  habit,  of  study 
"  ^d  use,  as  it .  ordinarily  is,  or  the  same  powej:  over  it,  as 
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the    divine    approbation   attended  all   their 
conduct.      The    excesses   of    Samps(>n,    the 

rash 

*'  he  had  over  any  other  natural  endowment ;  conaeqiiehtly, 
"  he  would  use  it  in  the  same  manner  he  did  any  other, 
•*  cither  regularly  and  upon  proper  occasions  only,  or  irre- 
"  gularly,  and  improper  ones,  accoi-ding  to  his  sense  of 
"  decency,  and  his  character  >)f  prudence.    Where  then  is 
**  the  objection  ?     Why  if  this  miraculous  power  was  in- 
"  deed  given  to  the  world,  to  propagate  Christianity,  and 
*'  attest  .the  truth,  we  might  it  seems  have  expected,  that 
"  other  sort  of  persons'  should  have  been  chosen  to  be  in- 
"  vested  with  it ;  or  that  these  should  at  the  same  thne,  have 
"  been  endued  with  prudence,  or  that  they  should  have  bee^i 
"  continuaHy  Restrained  and  directed  in  the  exercise  of  it; 
**i.  e.  that  God  should  have  miraculously  interposed  if  at 
"  all  in  a  different  manner  or  higher  degree.     But  from  the 
*'  observations  made  above,  it  is  undeniably  evident,  that 
"  me  are  not  judges  in  what  degrees  and  manners  it  were  to 
"  have  been  expected  he  should  miiraCulously  interpose, 
'♦upon  supposition  of  bis  doing  it  in  some  degree  and 
•*  manner ;  nor  in  the  natural  course  of  Providence,  are 
"  superior  gifts  of  memory,  eloquence,  knowledge  and  other 
"talents  of  great  influence,  conferred  only  on  persons  of 
"  prudence  and  diecency,  or  such  as  are  disposed  to  make 
'*  the  properest  use  of  them ;  nor  is  the  instruction  and  ad- 
"  monition  naturally  afforded  us  in  the  conduct  of  life, 
«*  particularly  in   our   education,  commonly   given    in  a 
*'  manner  the  most  suited  to  recommend  it,  but  often  with 
*'  circumstances  apt  to  prejudice  us  against  such  instruc- 
« tion," 

Such  are  the  observations  of  Butler,  and  they  seem  to 
fchew  most  clearly,  the  unreasonableness  of  disbelieving 
the  reality  of  the  divine  interpositions  in  the  Jewish  scheme, 
meritly  from  the  crimes  and  idolatries  of  the  nation  at  large, 

or 
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rash  vow  of  Jeptbah,  the  ephod  of  Gideon, 
which  proved  a  snare  unto  him  and  all  his 

house, 

or  of  the  niost  remarkable  persons  employed  in  those  inter- 
positions. God  raised  up  various  judges,  and  kings  and 
prophets  to  deliver,  to  instruct,  and  to  govern  his  people  ; 
and  he  gave  them  such  aids  of  valour,  prudence,  know- 
ledge, and  such  a  degree  of  success,  as  were  sufficient  for 
the  purposes  they  were  necessarily  to  answer ;  but  he  did 
not  n^ake  them>  or  the  nation  at  large,  infallible  or  impeccc^ 
hie:  the  judges  often  fell  into  errors  and  crimes;  Samson 
abused  his  supernatural  strength ;  David's  piety  and  yirtue 
was  overpowered  by  crimii^l  desire,  acquiring  an  undue 
ascendancy;  Solomon,  notwithstanding  his  extraordinary 
wisdom,  was  corrupted  by  sensuality,  and  fell  into  idolatry; 
and  thus  of  the  rest.  Bnt  does  this  rainier  it  incredible^ 
that  they  were  at  all  employed  by  God  tOr  effect  b^  pur- 
poses, or  on  particular  occasions  assisted  with  extraordinary 
aid  }  Assuredly  not.  This  would  be  to  affifrm  that  God 
could  not  interpose  at  all  in  human  aifairs,  without  inter- 
posing to  such  a  degree,  a®  would  totally  subvert  the  laws 
of  man'.s  moral  nature,  and  the  principles  of  his  own  moral 
government,  by  forcibly  controuUng  human  agency,  ^nd 
subverting  all  fiee  will.  The  unreasonableness  of  suppos- 
iing  or  expecting  that  the  Deity  should  interpose  to  such  a 
degree  as  this,  is  strongly  and  beautifully  illustrated  by 
arphbishop  l^ing,  in  his  celebrated  treatise  on  the  Origia 
of  Evi\;  and  his  observations  are  applied  to  the  subject 
before  us,  by  his  learned  and  ingenious  annotator,  bishop 
X^aw.  I  sjiall  insert  a  sl>ort  extract  from  each ;  vide  King's 
Origin  of  iSvif,  translated  by  Law,  ch.  v.  sect.  v.  Sub* 
sect  IIL  p.  35^.  "  Such  an  interruption  as  this,  (viz.  God'a 
"restraining  all  exercises  of  free  will,  when  they  tend  ta 
^'  vice  and  absurdity,  vide  the  two  preceding  paragraphs,  . 
^*  particularly  p»  3$ft)  WQuld,  iiot  only  do  yiolence  to 
'  '     •      '  ^      **  nature. 
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house,   involving  them   in  the  guilt  of  ido- 
latry ;   the   excessive    indulgence   of   Eli   to 

his 

^  nature^  but  quite  invert  the  method  of  treating  free 
**  agents;  this  method  is,  to  hinder  or  excite  elections  by 
'*  rewards  or  punishments,  to  divert  them  from  unreason- 
*'  able  or  absurd  things,  and  draw  them  to  better  by  the 
^  persuasion  of  reason ;  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  the 
'*  nature  of  the  thing  will  permit  an  election  to  be  deter? 
"  mined  by  impulse,  Or  as  it  were  by  immediate  contact, 
''  for  it  seems  equally  absurd  to  attempt  a  change  of  elec- 
^  tion  by  any  other  means  than  those  above  mentioned,  as 
**  to  desire  to  stop  the  motion  of  matter  by  intreaty  or  ofFer- 
**  ing  rewards ;  may  we  nob  with  the  same  reason,  expect 
*'  that  matter  should  be  moved  by  rewards  and  punish- 
"  ments,  j^s  the  will  influenced  by  physical  impulse,  as  they 
'*  call  it;  for  it  is  by  these  means  they  would  have  God  to 
'*  stop  or  alter  the  choice?  So  preposterous  an  interposal 
*'  would  confound  every  thing,  and  leave  nothing  certain 
*'  in  nature.  How  fatal  such  an  experiment  would  be,  and 
**  how  it  would  affect  the  minds  of  the  observers,  or  what 
^suspicions  concerning  God  and  their  own  security,  it 
'*  might  suggest  to  the  whole  system  of  thinking  beings^ 
"  God  only  knows.  We  see  that  human  laws  cannot  bedis- 
♦'  pensed  with,  without  very  many  inconv^sniencies,  which 
'*  yet,  as  they  are  made  upon  an  imperfect  foresight,  and  can 
'*  provide  for  few  causes,  seem  naturally  to  require  some 
<*  interposition :  how  much  greater  evils  may  we  appre- 
"  hend,  from  a  dispensation  with  the  divine,  the  natural 
'*  laws,  on  the  observance  of  which  the  good  of  the  whole 
*'  depends.  This  seems  to  be  the  reason  why  God  makes 
**  use  of  so  much  labour  and  pains,  so  great  an  apparatus 
f*  of  means,  so  many  precepts,  persuasions,  and  even 
f  entreaties  for  the  amendment  of  mankind,  which  never- 
f*  theless  he  could  effect  in  a  moment,  if  he  were  pleased 


Digitized  by 


Google 


184  BE  VIEW   OF 

hi9  profligate  sons,    the    maniier    in  which 
the    sons  of  Samuel  himself,    abused    their 

pious 

"  to  apply  force ;  and,  he  would  nndoubtedly  do  it,  if  he 
•'  had  not  foreseten  more  inconTeniencies  from  a  change  in 
"  the  order  of  nature,  and  violence  done  to  elections/'  On 
the  preceding  paragraph  his  annotator  Tery  truly  remarks> 
**  The  hisfovy  of  the  Jewish  ywtion  afibrds  good  instances  of 
"  this :  what  an  apparatus  of  outward  means  was  continually 
"  made  use  of,  in  the  government  of  that  stiff^necked  people! 
"  What  frequent murmurings,  rebellions  and  apostacies  were 
**  permitted  and  then  punished  !  What  numerous  miracles, 
**  both  of  the  remunerative  and  vindictive  kind,  were  ap- 
*'  plied,  in  order  to  bring  them  to  some  tolerable  sense  of 
*'  their  dependence  on  God^  and  suitable  practice  of  the 
«*  duties  resulting  froril  it*  All  which  would  have  been  un- 
"  necessary  at  least,  if  one  miracle  exerted  on  their  minds 
^ could  have  done  the  business.  If  their  understandings 
"  could  as  well  have  been  illuminated,  and  their  wills  re- 
'^  formed  at  once ;  and  if  their  practice  produced  by  this 
"means,  and  as  it  were,  extorted  from  them,  would  have 
«*  been  equally  agreeable  to  the  Deity.  And  in  this,  as 
"  well  as  many  other  respects,  they  seem  to  have  been 
'*  types  and  representatives  of  all  mankind/* 

Archbishop  King's  idea  of  the  nature  of  God's  moral  go- 
vernment in  Subsect  V.  of  the  same  chapter,  seems  to  me  so 
just,  and  to  cast  so  much  light  on  many  facts  and  arguments 
considered  in  this  work,  I  cannot  forbear  transcribing  it. 
**  As  it  would  be  prejudicial  to  man,  to  all  nature,,  for  God 
"  to  hinder  bad  elections  by  his  absolute  power;  so  nothing 
"  can  be  conceived  so  disagreeable  to  himself.  We  have 
('  said  that  God  njade  the  world,  in  mder  to  have  something 
**  whereon  to  exerise  his  attributes  externally.  But  since 
"  he  has  several  attributes,  he  cannot  exercise  them  uU  in 
**^  evc^y  ihzng  alike  ;  his  yower,  therefore,  exerts  itself  chiefly 
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pious  parent's  authority,  the  crimes  even  of 
David  and  Solomon,  all  these  facts  sup- 
ply abundant  proofs,  that  as  in  the  people, 

so 

"  in  one  thing,  his  wisdom  and  goodness  in  another.  He 
"  exercised  his  power  in  creating  the  world  and  putting  it 
"  into  motion;  his  goodness  and  wisdom  in  the  order  and 
"  agreement  of  things;  but  the  Divine  Wisdom  seems  to 
"  have  set  apart  the  government  of  free  agents,  as  its  pecu- 
**  liar  province ;  herein  it  fully  exercises  itself,  and  acts  up 
'« to  its  infinity  :  for  if  it  were  finite,  it  would  not  be  equal 
"  to  so  great  a  task.  It  does  not  seem  a  very  extraordinary 
"  thing,  for  God  to  be  able  to  govern  and  absolutely  direct 
"  such  beings  as  are  merely  passive,  and  deprived  of  all 
"  motion  of  their  own,  whereby  they  might  make  resistance ; 
**  for  those  things  obey  easily  which  do  not  move  but  when 
"  they  are  moved,  neither  is  there  need  of  infinite  wisdom 
^'  to  govern  them;  for  infinite  power  with  a  moderate  use 
"  of  wisdom,  would  have  been  sufficient.  That  there  might 
'"  be  a  subject,  therefore,  whereon  the  infinite  wisdom  of 
"  God  should  display  itself,  he  created  free  agents ;  which 
*'  being  as  it  were  put  out  of  his  power  and  left  to 
"  themselves,  might  act  in  a  manner  independent  of  his  will. 
•*  It  is  evident  to  any  person,  how  much  more  difficult  it  is^' 
'*  and  how  much  greater  exercise  of  wisdom  it  requires,  tp, 
*'  direct  a  multitude  of  these  to  a  certain  end,  and  make 
**  them  conspire  to  the  common  good;  than  to  order  brute 
"  beasts,  and  such  as  have  no  power  of  themselves,  in  what 
"  manner  you  please.  To  them  that  consider  the  vast  mul- 
**  titude  of  free  agents,  which  is  almost  infinite,  and  their 
"  independence,  (since  every  one  is,  at  least  in  many  case^/ 
"  absolute  master  of  his  own  actions,  and  is  permitted  by 
*'  God  to  act  according  to  that  liberty,)  God  seems  to  have 
"  given  a  specimen  of  the  extent  of  his  wisdom,  which  k 
"  able  thus  certainly  and  effectually  to  bring  to  the  endpro- 
*'  posed,  so  many  fi*ee  spirits,^  so  many  agents  that  were  in  a 
''  manner  set  at  liberty  from  his  dominion^  and  committed 
•  "  every 
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so   in    the    chiefs,   there  was  a  mixture  of 
weakness    and   unsteadiness;   an  immaturity 

of 

"  every  one  to  his  own  government.  Here  is  the  proper 
"  place  for  wisdom^  wherein  setting  aside  and  in  a  manner 
'*  suspending  the  exercise  of  his  power,  he  attains  his  ends 
**  by  prudence  only,  by  mere  dexterity  of  acting;  and 
"  brings  it  to  pass,  that  so  many  jarring  wills,  depending  on 
''  themselves  alone,  and  no  more  inclined  to  either  side  by 
•*  the  divine  Power,  than  if  there  were  no  such  tiling;  shall 
*'  yet  conspire  together  to  promote  the  good  of  the  universe.*' 
Colliher^s  opinion,  as  quoted  by  Law,  shall  close  tliis  already 
too  long  note,  for  which  the  importance  of  the  subject  will, 
it  is  hoped,  apologize.  "  It  was  highly  suitable,"  (says  this 
judicious  writer) "  to  the  divine  wisdom,  in  the  government 
f^  of  the  world,  both  to  preordain  some  of  the  principal 
"  events,  with  relation  to  the  entire  human  community,  or 
"  to  the  more  considerable  parts  of  it,  and  to  reserve  to  him- 
"  self  a  right  of  interposing,  and  influencing  particular  agents, 
"  as  in  other  cases,  so  more  especially  in  order  to  the  ac- 
*'  comrplishment  of  these  events.  That  he  has  actually  done 
«  so,  is  abundantly  evident  from  Scripture  prophecies  and 
**  histories;  and  that  in  so  doing  he  has  acted  in  a  manner 
«'  most  worthy  his  wisdom,  is  no  less  manifest.  For  hereby 
"  it  appears,  that  the  divine  government  is  equally  opposed 
**  to  chance  and  destiny.  Had  the  Deity  taken  no  care  of 
'J  futurity,  but  left  every  man  to  the  conduct  of  his  own 
^'  inclination^  and  natural  effects  in  general  to  the  influence 
"  of  their  causes,  without  ever  intei^osing  to  direct  them  to 
^  the  attainment  of  his  great  design,  this  would  have  been 
*'  almost  in  effect  to  divest  himself  of  the  government  of  ra- 
"  tional  agents,  and  to  subject  their  affairs  to  chance,  and  to*^ 
**  the  hazard  of  the  utmost  disorder  and  confiision ;  or  had 
"  he,  on  the  contrary,  absolutely  or  fatally  determined  evejy 
"  event,  though  this  would  have  been  far  enough  from  di- 
«*  vesting  himself  of  the  government  of  the  world,  yet  it 

"  would 
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of  intellect,  and  dullness  of  sentiment  as  to 
morality  and  religion,  which  though  con- 
trouled  and  over-ruled  by  Providence,  so  as 
to  prevent  them  from  defeating  the  great 
objects  of  the  divine  dispensations,  which 
these  individuals  were  otherwise  qualified  to 
promote,  yet  should  always  prevent  us 
frorn  considering  them  as  held  forth  by 
Scripture,  as  in  every  instance  of  their  con- 
duct  favoured  of  God,  and  to  be  imitated 

by 

"  would  have  been  a  government  unworthy  of  the  Deity ; 
**  a  government  entirely  exclusive  of  all  proper  sin  and 
- "  punishment,  virtue  and  reward ;  wherein  he  himself 
•*  would  have  been  in  effect  the  onlj/  Qgent,  and  all  the  crea-- 
"  tures  stupid  and  passive;  whereas,  by  preordaining  the 
"  more  material  evejits,  and  suffering  the  creatures  freely 
"  to  exert  their  faculties,  in  all  convenient  cases,  he  appears 
**  most  wisely  to  have  chosen  the  middle  way,  and  thereby 
*f  to  have  equally  avoided  the  mischiefs  of  both  extremes.** 

For  rt^ore  on  this  difficult  subject,  I  refer  to  King's 
work  at  large,  to  which,  as  far  as  appears  to  me,  no  adequate 
answer  has  been  given.  I  would  also  intreat  the  epquiring 
reader  to  consider  what  has  been  advanced  by  Butler  in  his 
**  Analogy,  Part  I.  ch.  iii.  on  the  moral  govermnent  of  God; 
ch.  vi.  on  the  opinion  qf  necessity  as  influencing  practice;  and 
ch.  vii.  on  x]\e  gooeiifiinent  qf  God  as  being  imperfectly  com^- 
frehended;  as  well  as  ch.  v.  on  a  state  of  moral  discipline. 
He  would  soon  be  convinced,  how  idly  ignorant  and  super- 
ficial sceptics  object  to  what  God  has  done ;  from  their  wild 
theories  as  to  what^  in  their  opinions^  he  might,  should  or 
^ould  have  done. 
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by  man.  In  general  indeed  this  *  is  expressly 
noted  in  the  Scripture  itself,  and  an  imnie- 
diate  punishment  declared  to  be  inflicted 
for  their  offences ;  where  it  is  not,  we  are 
undoubtedly  called  on  to  compare  their  con- 
duct with  the  PERFECT  model  of  our  lord 
AND  saviour  JESUS  CHRIST,  and  b)'  this 
comparison  judge,  how  far  they  are  worthy  of 
our  imitation;  adopting  the  sentiment  of 
the  Apostle,  who  declared,  f  For  such  an 
'*  High  Priest  became  us,  who  is  holy,  harm- 
"iess,  uridefiled,  separate  from  sinners,  and 
^*  made  higher  than  the  heavens;  who  needeth 
^^  not  daily,  as  those  High  Priests,  to  offer 
'^  up  sacrifice,  first  for  his  own  sins,  and 
**  then  for  the  people.  For  this  he  did 
^^  once  when  he  offered  up  himself  For 
'^  tlie  Law  maketh  men  High  Priests,  which 
**  have  infirmity;  but  the  word  of  the  oath, 
^*  which  was  since  the  Law,  maketh  the 
^'Son  who  is  consecrated  for  evermore/^ 

I  shall  here   close  these  remarks,   by  en- 
treating  my  younger  hearers,  that  in  con* 

sidering 

♦  This  is  remarkably  conspicuous  in  t\it  cases  of  Samp- 
son and  Eli,  David  and  Solomon. 
t  Heb.  vii.  ?6. 
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sidering  this  as  well  as  every  succeeding 
part  of  the  Jewish  dispensation,  they  may 
recollect,  that  the  eflFects  arising  from  it, 
were  at  no  one  period  §o  compleat  and  exr 
tensive,  as  to  justify  us  in  supposing,  the 
state  of  things  at  that  period,  was  that  on 
which  Providence  rested,  as  "  perfect  and 
final.  No,  it  was  still  a  system  iq  progress: 
to  this  hour  the  Jewish  scheme  is  yet  in 
progress :  important  as  are  the  effects  it 
has  already  produced ;  the  singular  situation 
of  this  people  at  this  moment,  outcasts  a$ 
they  appear  to  be  from  -  the  kingdom  of 
Christ,  when  compared  with  the  prophetic 
declaration  of  their  future  conversion,  after 
the  *  **  fullness  of  the  Gentiles  3haU  have 
**  come  in,*"  must  convince  us  we  cannot 
yet  fathom  the  counsels  of  God,  in  the 
entire  series  of  the  divine  oeconomy.  Yet 
we  perceive  its  perpetual  tendency  some- 
times to  produce,  in  the  whole  mass  of  the 
Jewish  nation,  an  increasing  sense  of  virtue 
and  religion,  by  counteracting  their  preju* 
dices  and  errors,  and  punishing  their  crimes 
and  apostacies :  sometimes  leading  a  cho- 
sen  few  within  the   bosom   of  this  nation, 

to 

♦  Rjom.  xi.  25. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


190  fttViEw  of 

to  far  higher  attaiments  in  piety,  and  inalc* 
ing  them  the  instruments  of  impressing  re- 
ligious instruction,  and  religious  sentiments, 
not  so  much  on  their  immediate  countrymen^ 
as  on  remote  nations  in  remote  Jigesj  thus 
at  a  great  distance  preparing  the.  way  for 
the   Christian  scheme* 

Finally  let  it  be  recollected,  that  the  de- 
sign of  the  Jewish  oeconomy  Was  not  solely 
or  chiefly  to  preserve  the  Jews  themselves 
in  perfect  separation  from  the  surrounding 
nations,  and  in  perfect  obedience  to  the 
divitie  Law;  so  that  where  this  effect  was 
not  fully  produced,  it  should  be  suppos-* 
ed  to  have  failed  iii  accomplishing  its 
purpose.  No,  the  great  objec*  of  this 
dispensation   was,    to  preserve  in  the  world 

a  STANDING  M0NUM:£NT  AiTD  A  STAND-». 
ING  PROOF  OF  THE  UNITY,  THE  SI/PRE- 
MACY      AND       THE      PROVIDENCE      OF      JE-* 

HO VAu :  and  this  effect  was  perpetually  and 
uniformly  produced,  in  all  the  periods  and 
l^  all  the  events  of  the  Jewish  history. 
Whether  the  Jews  were  obedient  and  pros^ 
perousF/or  idolatrous  and  depressed,  in  their 

apostacies 
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apostacies  and  captivities,  as  well  as  their 
repentance  and  restorations,  the  power  and 
providence  of  Jehovah  were  equally  conspi- 
cuous; and,  so  far  as  concerned  the  great 
bulk  of  mankind,  the  interests  of  religion 
equally  promoted  and  secured,  and  that  pro- 
vidential dispensation  successfully  conducted, 
which  was  necessary  to  prepare  for,  and 
introduce  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 
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LECTURE  IIL 

SECT.  L 

Ohjectiom  against^ /he  Mosaic  Law,  frwn  its  employing  tem- 
poral sanctions — And  visiting  the  iniquities  qf  the  fathers 
on  the  children — Warwirton'!?  opinion  on  this  subject — 
His  work  incomplete — His  reasoning  not  perfectly  canclu* 
sive — How  far  I  agfiee  with^and  how' fur  I  differ  frotn  hi$ 
opinion — Two  conclusions  scan  tine:  first,  that  Mose$ 
employed  temporal  sanctions  in  his  Lqw:  second,  the 
history  cf  the  Old  Testament  shews  he  believed  a  future 
state,  and  comains  a  gradual  jdevelopement  qf  it — Moses 
Anplqys  temporal  sanctions,  both  nationally  and  indivi- 
dually— This  accoutred  for — Fron^  the  nature  qf  the  Jewish 
theocracy — Reality  qf  the  extraordinary  providence  exer- 
cised over  the  Jews  proved  in  this  work,  without  resorting 
to  Warburton's  Medium — Tentporal  sanctions  sufficient — 
Necessary  to  corfute  idolatry — Adapted  to  the  intellectual 
and  moral  character  qf  the  Jews — Best  mode  qf  intro^ 
ducing  the  doctrine  of  a  future  state  with  effect — A  neces* 
sdry  part  qf  the  theocracy — Exemplified  to  man  the  piitt* 
ciples  qf  God^s  moral  governnibit^ 
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LECT.  ilL 

SECT*  I. 

DEUTERONOMY,  xxx.  15,  16. 

*f  See,  I  have  let  before  thee  this  day  life  and  good,  and 
"  death  and  evil ;  in  that  I  command  thee  this  day  tP 
^'  love  the  Lord  thy  God,  to  walk  in  his  ways  and  to  keep 
**  his  commandments,  and  his  statutes,  and  his  judgments^ 
''  that  thou  mayest  live  and  multiply;  and  the  Lord  thy 
"  God  shall  bless  thee  in  the  land  whither  thou  goest  to 
'*  possess  it." 

In  reviewing  the  system  of  religion  and 
policy  established  by  the  Jewish  Lawgiver, 
two  circumstances  claim  particular  attention: 
onCy  that  the  rewards  and  punishments  of 
a  future  life  were  not  inculcated  by  Moses 
as  sanctions  of  his  LaM's;  and  the  other,  that 
he  has  employed  as  a  sanction^  the  decla- 
ration, that  ♦  **  Gpd  would  visit  the  iniquity 
o  2^  ''  of 

*  £xod.  XX.  5  and  6.     These  objections  hate  been 
bfOHght  forward  by  a  aumbor  of  infidel  writers.    Vide  their 

argunictnis 
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"of  the  fathers  upon  the  children,  to  flie 
'*  third  and  fourth  genera4:iou  of  them  that 
*'  hate  him,  and  shew  mercy  unto  the  thou- 
^'  sandth  generation  of  them  who  should 
*^  love  him  and  keep  his  commandments.'' 
Both  these  circumstances  have  been  the 
subject  of  long  and  warm  discussion.  The 
former  has  been  objected  to  as  an  omissioa 
of  necessary  truth,  which  no  genuine  reve- 
lation could  overlook;  whrle  the  latter  has 
been  represented  as  a  violation  of  natural 
justice,  which  God  cannot  be  supposed  to  - 
perpetrate  or  authorfee.  While^  on  the  other 
side,  the  defenders  of  Revelation  contend^ 
that  both  these  circumstances  naturally  arijse 
from  the  peculiar  character  and  views  of 
the  Jewish  Law,  and  are  closely  connected 
with  the  reality  of  that  extraordinary  Pro- 
vidence by  which  the  Jewish  scheme  was 
introduced  and  supported ;  and  therefore,  far 
from  being  inconsistent  with  the  divine  ori- 
ginal 

arguments  conecteJ  and"  answered  by  Warburton,  Div.  Leg. 
YoL  IV.  in  the  Appendix  to  his  Fifth  Book,  he  refutes  those 
of  Bolingbroke.  Vide  also  Leiand's  View  of  the  Deis- 
tical  Writers,  Vol.  II.  Letters  xxv.  xxvii.  xxx.  and  xxxiii. 
Vide  atso  Leland^s  Answer  to  Morgan>  ch.  xi.  Vide  alsa 
Cal"iet's  Dissertation  sur  la  Nature  de  TAme.  Tom.  xxvi. 
p.  196. 
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ginal   0f  that   system;    they,    cm   the  con- 
trary, illustrate  and  confirm  it. 

On  this  subject  the  celebrated  Warburton 
has  peculiarly  distinguished  himself:  to  do 
him  justice,  I  sliall  state  his  argument  in 
his  own  words.  *  "  In  reading  the  Law  and 
**  History  of  the  Jews,  with  all  the  atten- 
^'  tion  I  could  give  tbetn,  amongst  the 
"  many  circumstances  peculiar  to  that  amaz- 
^*  ing  dispensation,  from  several  of  which, 
"**  as  I  conceive,  the  divinity  of  its  original 
^'may  be  feirly  proved,  these  two  particu- 
''^  lars  most  forcibly  struck  my  observation ; 
■**  the  omission  of  the  doctrine  of  a  future 
"  state^  and  the  admitustration  of  an  extra* 
^^  ordinary  Providence.  As  unaccountable 
"  as  the  first  circumstance  appeareicl,  when 
^^  considered  separately  and  alone,  yet  when 
**  set  against  the  other,  and  their  mtttual 
^*  relations  examined  and  compared,  the 
*^  omission  was  not  only  well  explained,  but 
^*  was  found  to  be  an  invincible  medium 
•**  for  the  proof,  of  the  divine  legation  of 
"Moses;  which,  as  unbelievers  had  been 
*^  long  accustomied  to  decry  from  this  very 

"  cir(:umstance, 

*  Warburton's  Divine  JiCgation,    B.  VI.  sect  vi.  the 
.Jlacapitulation,  p.  362. 
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**  oircums^ce^  I  choo^  it  pr^fably  ta  ntij 
**  other:  the  argupi^»t  appes^^Dg  to  m^  in 
'^a  sfiprem^  d^gr^  st^-ong  wad  simple,  and 
^^not  needing  many  words  to  wforce  it, 
^*  or,  wlien  enforced,  to  ;nake  it  well  ua- 
^-  derstood. 

*^  Religion  ^atli  always  been  hel4  necea- 
^^sary  to  the  support  of  civil  society,  be- 
*•*  cause  human  Laws  alone  are  ineflfeetual 
"  to  restrain  men  from  evil,  with  a  ^rce 
^^  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  affairs  of  pubr 
"  lie  regimen  J  and  under  ^e  common  disr 
*'  pensation  of  Providence,  a  ftiture  state  of 
^-  rewards  and  punishments  is  confessed  to 
•*  be  necessary  to  the  support  of  religionj 
**  because  nothing  else  can  remove  the  ob-r 
Ejections  to  God's  naoral  government,  u»r 
'*  der  a  Providence  so  a|^rently  unequal, 
**  whose  phenomena  are  apt  to  disturb  the 
"  serious  professors  of  religion,  with  doubts 
*'  and  suspicions  concerning  it ;  ^  it  is  of 
^Vthe  essence  of  religious  profession  to  ber 
"  lie\T,  **  that  God  is  a  rezvqrder  of  them 
M  who  diligently  seek  him.'' 

*^  Moses,    who   instituted  a  religion  and 
!*iepublic;i  and   incorporated  them  into  one 

/*  another. 
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^'another,  stands  singk  amjongst  ancient' 
^*  and  modern  Lawgivers,  in  teaching  a  re- 
*'  ligion  without  the  sanction,  or  so  much 
'*as  the  mention,  of  a  future  state  of  re- 
"  wards  and  punishments.  The  same  Moses, 
**  with  a  singularity  as  great,  by  uniting 
^*  the  religion  and  civil  community  of  the 
^*  Jews  into  one  incorporated  body,  made  Gob 
**  by  natural  consequence,  their  supreme  civil 
^Magistrate;  whereby  the  form  of  govern-^ 
*'ment,  arising  from  thence,  became  truly 
'^and  essentially  a  theockacy.  But  as 
**  the  administration  of  government  neces- 
'•sarily  follows  its  Jorm,  that  before  us 
"  could  be  no  other  than  an  extraordinary* 
*'  or  equal  Providence;  and  such  indeed  not 
*^only  the  Jewish  Lawgiver  himself,  biit 
*'  all  the  Succeeding  rulers  and  prophets  of 
*'this  republic,  have  invariably  represented 
**  it  to  be.  In  the  mean  time,  no  Lawgiver, 
**  or  founder  of  religion  amongst  any  other 
**  people,  ever  promised  so  singular  a  dis- 
"  tinction,  no  historian  ever  dared  to  re* 
"  cord  so  remarkable  a  prerogative.  This 
"  being  the  true  and  acknowledged  state 
^  of  the  case,  whenever  tlie  unbeliever  at- 

'*  tempts 
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^*  tempts  to  disprove,  and  the  advocate  of 
"  religion  to .  support,  the  divinity  of  the 
.*'  Mosaic  dispensation  the  obvious  question, 
^^  (if  each  be  willing  to  bring  it  to  a  speedy 
"  decision)  will  be,  whether  the  extraordi- 
"  naiy  Providence  thus  prophetically  pro- 
*^  mised,  and  afterwards  historically  recorded 
"to  be  performed,  was  real  or  only  pre- 
"  tended.  We  believers  hold  that  it  was 
"  real,  and  I,  as  an  advocate  for  Revela- 
"  tion,  undertake  to  prove  it  was  so;  em- 
'^  ploying  for  this  purpose  as  my  medium^ 
*^  tlie  omismn  of  a  future  state  of  rewards 
*'^and  puniahments.  The  argument  stands 
''thus; 

*'  If  religion  be  necessary  to  civil  govem- 
''  ment,  and  if  religion  G?mnot  subsist  under 
''  the  common  dispensation  of  Providence, 
"  without  a  future  state  of  rewards  and 
"  punishments,  so  consummate  a  lawgiver 
"  would  never  have  neglected  to  inculcate 
"  the  belief  of  such  a  state,  had  he  not 
'*  been  -  well  assured,  that  an  extraordinary 
"  Providence  was  indeed  to  be  administered 
''  over  his  people.  Or  were  it  possible  he 
"  had  been  so  infatuated,   the  impot^ncy  of 

''  a  religion 
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''^a  religion  wanting  a  future  state,  must 
**  very  soon  have  concluded  in  the  de- 
""struction  of  his  republic;  yet  neverlhe- 
**  less  it  flourished,  and  continued  sove- 
**  reign  for  many  ages, 

*'  These  two  proofs  of  the  proposition, 
*^  that  an  extraordinary  Providence  was 
**  really  administered,  drawn  from  the  thing 
^*  omitted,  and  the  person  omitting,  may 
^*  be  reduced  to  the  following  syllogism: 

^^  First;  whatever  religion  and  society  have 
*^  no  future  state  for  their  support,  must  be 
**  supported  by  an  extraordinary  Providence, 
**  The  Jewish  religion  and  sodety  had  no 
*^  future  state  for  their  support,  therefore 
^*  the  Jewish  religion  and  society  were  sup- 
^*  ported  by  an  extraordinary  Providence. 

'^  And  again,  secondly ;  the  ancient  Law- 
'^  givers  universally  believed,  that  a  rdigion 
*'  without  a  future  state,  could n  be  support- 
^'  ed  only  by  aft^^xtraordinary  Providence, 
^*  Moses,  an  ancient  Lawgiver,  learned  in 
^*  all  the  wisdom  of  the  Egyptians,  (the 
^*  principal  branch  of  which  wisdom  was 
^*  inculcating  the  doctrine  of  a  future  state,)' 
**  ^istjituted  such  a  religion :  therefore^ioses 

"  believed 
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'*  believed  that  his   religion  was  su|>po'rted 

."  by  an  extraordinary  Providence. 

.  *^  This,"  (says  the  learned  writer)  "  is  the 

."  argument   of  the  Divine  Legation,    plain, 

"  simple  and  convincing,  in  the  opinion  of 

*/its  author;   a   paradox  in  the  representa- 

:^  tion  of  his  adversaries." 

-    Thi*  argument  he  afterwards  sums  up  in 

the  following  words :    *   "  The  doctrine  of 

**  a  future  state   is  necessary  to    the  iveW- 

-'*  being  of  civil  society,  under  the  ordinary 

/^government    of  Providence:   all  mankind 

-^  have    ever   so   conceived    of  the    mattef. 

,"  The  Mosaic  institution  was  without  thk 

/^  Support,  and  yet  it  did  not  want  it.  What 

*' folio wsy  but  that  the  Jewish  affairs  were 

''administered    by  an    extraordinary  Provi- 

/'  dence^    distributing    reward    and  punish-- 

**  ment  with  an  equal  hand,  and  consequentw 

•*  ly  that  the  mission  of  Moses  was  divine^ 

The  learned  writer  in  another  passage  f  eX^ 

plains,  why  he  judged  it  necessary  to  pro^ 

secute  his  argument,    in    the   very  crtended 

manner  in  which  he  l>as  pursued  it;  **  in*- 

"  eluding 

*  Warburton,  B.  VI.  sect.  vi.  p.  404.  .    ' 

f  Warburton,  B.  VI.  sect.  vi.  the  Recap italation,  v.  5« 
particularly  3()t). 
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^^  eluding  a  severe  sesudi  into  the  religioiv 

**  the  politics  axid  the  philosOpliy  of  aiM^ieat 

^^  times;  as  well  as  a  miaute  examinaticm  intp 

**  the  nature   and    genius    of   the   tiebrew 

**  constitution/'    It  19  indeed  to  be  hmented 

that   be   was   induced   to    take   so  wide  a 

range^    as^  in  his   researches  *  into    heathea 

antiquity; 

*  I  believe  few  imfHurtial  reasoners  will  l»e  fbu*d  ta 
admit  the  full  truth  of  this  learned  writer's  opioions,  as  to 
the  origin  and  use  of  the  Pagan  mysteries^  in  Book  It. 
sect  iv.  Compare  Lelaad  on  the  Advantage  of  B«vela« 
tion^  Vol.  L  Pait  h  ch*  viii.  and  ix.  and  Vol.  II.  Part 
^EII. ;  the  entire  of  which  appears  to  prove,  that  much  of 
the  second  Book  of  WarbUFtob  is  over-stated.'  In  trutft^ 
the  supposition  that  "  none  of  the  ancient  philosophei^ 
beli<eved  a  future  state,  '*  nay,  that  they  held  such  priii- 
cipJes  that  they  could  hot  possibly  believe  it,  though  they 
\'  universally  taught  it,"  appears  as  ill-founded  as  it  i%  pt^ 
radoxical.  The  views  of  these  anciei>t  sages  oq  this  subject 
were  indeed  obscure,  and  their  arguments  neither  clear 
not  certain;  their  opinions  therefore  were  unsteady  and 
fluctuating.  But  that  they  ali  steadily  agreed  in  firmly 
disbelieving,  and  yet  hypocritically  affirming,  the  doctrine 
of  a  future  state,  ncbody,  I  think,  can  believe,  who  will 
read  ^th  anf  unprejudiced  mind,  ftaio*s  Phadon,  or  thife 
Jlrst  book  <if  Cicero^s  Tusculan  ^uttstions,  I  have  alwayd 
been  hnpressed  with  the  fullest  conviction  of  the  sincerity 
of  these  writers ;  while  1  could  not  but  pity  and  lament 
the  darkness  and  uncertainty  whrch  concealed  from  these 
great  himinaries  of  the  heathen  world  this  most  important 
truth.  Consult,  on  this  subject,  Leland's  Advantage  of 
Revelation,  Vol.  II.  part  iii.  Warl)urton's  opinion  as  to 
the  recent  date  of  the  book  of  Job,  is,  I  believe^  very  gene- 

rall|^ 
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antiquity,  and  sometimes  in  his  theological 
criticisms,  he  has  been  led  into  discussions 
altogether  unnecessary  for  the  defence  of 
revelation;  and  in  some  of  which,  it  can 
scarcely  be  denied,  that  his  proofs  are  defi- 
cient, and  his  conclusions  precipitate :  and 
this  is  still  more  to  be  lamented,  as  the 
bulk  into  which  these  discussions  swelled, 
and  the  controversies  arising  from  them, 
occupied  his  attention  so  long,  that  they 
appear  to  have  made  him  finally  weary  of 
liis  subject,  and  prevented  him  from  giving 
that  minute  attention  to  the  nature  and 
genius  of  the  Hebrew  constitution,  which 
he  originally  designed,  as  he  never  com- 
pleted the  last  volume  of  his  work,  in- 
tended to  support  what  had  been  already 
proved   *  *'  in  a  seventh    book,   which   was 

**  intended 

rally  questioned  by  the  best  critics ;  vide  Peters  on  Job, 
aajl  Dr.  Magee's  Dissertation  on  that  subject^  in  his  work 
on  Atonement  and  Sacrifice,  frora  p.  321  to  34-7.  And  surely 
intich  of  what  Warburton  has  advanced  on,  the  sixth  book 
of  the  -^Eneid,  the  Rise  of  the  Art  of  Medicine,  the  Inter- 
pretation  of  Dreams,  &c.  however  ingenious  and  enters 
taining,  can  scarcely  be  considered  as  necessarily  con- 
nected with  the  defence  of  revelation.  Vide  Warburton, 
Book  I.  sect.  iv. ;  Book  I.  sect.  i.  iir.  and  iv. ;  and  Book  IV. 
»ect  iii.  and  iv. 

*  Vide  Warburton,  ibid,  the  two  last  pages  of  the  pivinc 
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"intended  to  contain  a  continued  history 
"  of  the  rehgious  opinions  of  the  Jews,  from 
"  the  time  of  the  earlier  prophets  to  the 
**  time  of  the  Maccabees ;  an  eighth  book, 
"  which  was  destined^  to  consider  the  per- 
"  sonal  character  of  Moses,  and  the  genius 
*'  of  his  Law,  as  far  as  it  concerns  or  ha$ 
".  a  relation  to  tlie  character  of  the  Law- 
"  giver,  and  to  supply  a  full  and  satisfactory 
"  answer  to  those  who  may  object,  that  a 
**  revealed  religion,  without  a  future  state  of 
"  rewards  and  punishments,  is  unworthy 
"  the  divine  Author  to  whom  it  is  ascribed." 
And  we  have  still  further  to  lament,  that 
only  a  fragment  exists  of  the  ninth  bopkj 
"  intended  to  explain  at  large  the  nature 
"  and  genius  of  the  Christian  dispensation, 
*^  and  to  assign  the  great  and  principal 
"  reason  of  the  omission  of  future  rewai'ds 
**  and  punishments  in  the  sanctions  of  the 
"  Jewish  Law."    . 

This  able  writer  has  thus  left  us  to  de- 
plore the-  want  of  his  learning  and  sagacity, 
in  the  illustration  of  those  topics,  which 
it  is  necessary  here  to  discuss :  it  becomes 
therefore    the    mote    incumbent"  on   us    to 

consider 
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ceimd^r  diis  important  subject  with  tli^ 
most  patient  attention,  md  conduct  our 
rrafioniiigs  concerning  it  with  the  naost 
cautious  sobriety* 

Tfcat  there  is  a  dose  connection  between 
the  extraordinaiy  Providence  by  which  thp 
Jewish  Law  waw  supported,  and  the  omission 
of  future  rewards  and  ^tnishments  in  the 
s^lictions  by  which  the  inspired  Lawgiver 
enforced  its  observance,  was  I  believe  first 
perceived  by  this  able  writer*  though  when 
stated  it  appears  not  only  ^undeniable,  but 
obvious.  It  does  not  however  appear  to  me, 
that  the  reasoning  of  this  celebrated  prelate 
estal^ishes  his  conclusion  as  certainly  and 
clearly  as  he  himself  supposes,  or  that  the 
oafiksion  of  a  future  state  of  retribution  in  the 
sanction  of  the  Mosaic  Law,  will  singly 
and^  independently  prove,  that  an  immediate 
aftd  extraordinary  sanction  must  have  sub- 
sisted. It  aj)pears  to  me,  a  concurrence  of 
circumstances  may  be  conceived,  where  such 
a  conclusion  would  not  follow,  from  tlic 
omission  of  future  sanctions ;  because  the 
g^od  effects  generally  resulting  in  the  present 
life  from    virtue,    particularly  from   the  ob- 

servance 
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s^iVance  ^f  our  social  duties,  and  the  coiv[ 
r^i^ndiog  pernicious  consequences  of  vic€^ 
may  form  a  certain  degree  of  present  sanc- 
tion to  the  moral  precepts  of  religion,  cvea 
\yithout  any  certainty  of  an  immediate  cx- 
tfiaordinary  Providence;  and  that  the  punish- 
i^euts  of  civil  law,  and  the  protection  of  the 
civil  magistrate,    may  supply   an  additional 
present  sanction  to  the  practical  part  of  reli- 
gjon,  and  give  some  authority  to  its  positive 
institutions.     True  it  is,  both  these  sanctions 
must  necessarily  be  very  inadequate,  and  the 
system  of  religion  founded  on  them  must  be 
very  imperfect;  yet  a  state  may  be  supposed  to 
commence,   and   to   continue  at  least  for  4 
considerable   length  of  time,   even   with   a 
system   of  religion    thus    imperfect,    and    a 
degree  of  sanction  tiius  inadequate;  and  if 
we    suppose  a  Legislator    to  find  a   nation 
indisposed   to  receive  the  belief  of  a  future^ 
state,    while  he  feels    that    he  has  no  pre- 
tensions   to    the    aid    of   an    extraordinary 
Providence,    it    is    not    incredible,    tlmt   he' 
may  endeavour  to  make  the  best  he  can  of 
so  disadvantageous  a  situation,   and  prOmuI-» 
gate  a  syrtem   of   religion   a^d    policy,   re-J 
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lying  only  on  abstract  reason  to  prove  the 
existence  of  some  superior  Power,  who 
prefers  virtue  to  vice,  and  sanctioning  his 
Laws  only  by  civil  penalties.  Conceiving 
tliis  combination  of  circumstances  possible^' 
I  do  not  concur  with  the  learned  Warburton, 
when  he  maintains,  that  the  omission  of  a 
future  state  in  the  religious  system  of  a  Le- 
gislator, is  singly  and  directly  sufficient  to 
pro^e  that  system  supported  by  an  extra- 
ordinary Providence;  but  I  do  most  fully 
coincide  with  him  in  thinking,  that  the 
particular  circumstances  of  the  Jewish  Le- 
gislator, and  the  particular  nature  of  the 
system  he  established,  are  such,  that  no 
such  hypothesis  can  be  at  all  applied  to 
account  for  the  omission  of  future  sanctions 
in  the  Mosaic  Law;  and  that  nothing  but 
the  reality  of  an  extraordinary  Providence, 
clearly  experienced  both  by  the  legislator 
and  the  people,  could  have  originally  esta- 
blished, and  afterwards  preserved  that  system, 
notwithstanding  the  omission  of  a  future 
sanction.  And  I  contend,  that  the  reality 
of  an  extraordindry  Providence  being  esta-- 
hluhed  by   unquestioned   testimony^    and    by. 

the 
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the  general  nature  of  the  Mosaic  code,  we 
can  thence  satisfactorily  account  for  the 
omission  of  a  future  sanctipn,  and  that  this 
is  the  only  way  in  which  it  can  be  accounted 
for;  so  that  such  omission^  far  from  b^ing* 
inconsistent  with  the  divine  original  of  the 
Jewish  dispensation,  results  from  the  ope- 
ration of  that  extraordinary  Providence, 
which  attends  such  divine  original  In  a 
word,  -Warburton  considers  tflie  omission 
of  a  future  ^sanction,  as  a  medium  from 
which,  independent  of  all  other  pr^ffs^  an 
extraordinary  Providence  may  be  proved 
to  have  attended  the  Jewish  dispensations; 
I  consider  ^it  only  as  a  fact^  for  which  an 
extraordinary  Providence^  (the  reality  of 
which  ought  to  be  proved  from  other 
sources,)  will  satisfactorily  account. 

I  have  thus  endeavoured  clearly  and. briefly 
to  explain,  how  far  I  dissent  from,  and 
how  fer  I  adopt  the  general  argumeat  of 
this  celebrated  prelate ;  and  I  am  the  more 
anxious  to  do  this,  because  I  do  not  re- 
collect, that  any  writer  on  •  this  subject, 
h^s  viewed  that  argument  with  aik  impartial 
and   unprejudiced    mind.    While    its  author 

VOL.  II.  p  lived, 
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lived,  his  splendid  talents  and  extensive 
learning,  raised  in  his  followers  and  defen- 
ders, such  enthusiastic  admiration,  they 
could  not  perceive,  or  at  least  would  not 
allow,  he  had  been  in  the  minutest  point 
erroneous;  while  the  keenness  of  his  con- 
troversical  asperity,  the  loftiness  -  of  his 
literary  pretensions,  and  the  paradoxical  form 
in  which  he  too  frequently  chose  to  cloath 
his  opinions,  roused  in  his  answerers  a  zeal 
of  opposition,  which  would  sometimes  yield 
him  no  credit  for  the  discovery  of  any 
truth.  Time,  should  now  enable  us  to  view 
him  in  his  true  light:  in  reasoning,  saga- 
cious yet  precipitate;  in  criticism,  mgenious, 
but  not  unprejudiced;  his  comprehensive 
view  sometimes  embraced  in  the  process 
of  his  inquiries,  too  wide  an  extent;  while 
his  quick  imagination,  sometimes  led  him  to 
combine  his  arguments  with  too  slight  a 
connection :  but  when  he  -directed  to  any 
one  grand  point  his  undivided  and  unpre- 
judiced attention,  he  frequently  diffused 
over  it  the  radiance  of  genius,  and  dis- 
covered the  recesses  of  truth.  Happy  had 
his  humiUty  been  equal  to  his  talents,  and 

had 
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}i^d  his  temper  been  as  calm  and  tolerant, 
As  hU  understanding  was  luminous  and 
penetrating:  his  researches  would  then  hav^ 
been  conducted  with  more  caution  and 
impartiality,  would  have  produced  more  un- 
exceptionable conclusions,  and  been  attended 
with  happier  success. 

But  to  return  to  the  immediate  object  of 
our  present  inquiry,  it  seems  to  me,  on  the 
fullest  examination  I  could  give  to  the 
sacred  records  of  the  Old  Testament,  *  first, 
that  Moses  did  not  sanction  his  Laws  by 
the  promise  of  future  rewards  and  punish- 
ments; and  secondly,  that  the  history  he  re- 
cords, shews  not  only  that  he  himself  be- 
lieved a  future  state  of  retribution,  (which 
Warburton  admits,)  but  contains  such  proofs 
of  it,  as  must  naturally  suggest  it  to  every 
serious  and  reflecting  mind,  though  with 
less  clearness  than  the  succeeding  works 
of  the  Old  Testament,  which  exhibit  this 
great  truth  with  a  perpetually  increasing 
lustre,  till  by  David,  Solomon,  and  the 
prophets,  it  was  so  authoritatively  revealed, 
p  2  as 

*  The  reader  will  easily  perceive,  that  the  first  of  these 
opinions  I  hold  in  common  with  Warborton ;  and  that  in 
the  second,  I  directly  oppose  him* 
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as  to  become  an  article  of  popular  belief, 
and  practical  influence  among  the  Jewbh 
people,  and  thus  prepare  the  way  for  tiie 
reception  of  the  Gospel  scheme. 

I  proceed  to  prove  these  facts,  and  endea- 
vour to  account  for  their  existence,  and 
point  out  their  connection  with  each  other, 
and  with  the  whole  scheme  of  the  Jewish 
revelation,  in  order  to  shew,  that  the  entire 
system  was  worthy  that  divine  original  to 
which  it  is  ascribed. 

*That  the  Jewish  Lawgiver  sup^rts  his 
Laws  by  the  declaration,  that  an  extraor- 
dinary Providence  w5uld  punish  their  vio- 
lation, and  reward  their  observance  in  the 
present  life,  \vithout  any  express  declara- 
tion of  a  further  sanction  in  a  future  state, 
seems  clear  and  undeniable  on  the  most  atten- 
tive consideration  of  the  Pentateuch.  Not 
only  is  the  whole  nation  menaced  with  tempo- 
ral punishments,  but  individuals  are  threatened 
and  encouraged  in  the  same  manner.  In 
the  twenty-seventh  chapter  of  Deuteronomy, 
w?  find  the  Legislator  directing  the  solemn 

denunciation 

♦  Vide,  for  a  foil  view  of  the  proofs  of  this  point.  War- 
burton's  Divine  Legation,  Book  V.  sect.  ir.  Vol.  IV.  286. 
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denunciation  of  the  curses  due  to  eveiy 
violator  of  the  Law,  to  be  proclaimed  in 
the  great  congregation  of  the  twelve  tribes, 
and  assented  to  by  all  the  people.  In  the 
twenty-reighth,  the  nature  of  the  curses  thus 
denounced,  and  of  the  opposite  blessings  is 
fully  and  emphatically  described,  when  we 
find  both  to  be  entirely  temporal,  though  in 
the  highest  degree  a\\rfiil  and  impressive. 
And  in  the  twenty-ninth,  we  are  distinctly 
told,  that  if  any  individual  transgressed,  he 
would  be  subject  to  the  same  curses :  *  ^^  Leasts 
"  says  the  Lawgiver,  there  should  be  among 
"you  man  or  woman,  or  family  or  tribe, 
"  whose  heart  turneth  away  this  day  from 
"  the  Lord  our  God,  to  go  and  serve  the 
"  gods  of  these  nations ;  least  there  be 
"  among  you  a  root  that  beareth  gall  and 
**  wormwood ;  and  it  come  to  pass,  that 
"  when  he  heareth  the  words  of  this  curse, 
"  that  he  bless  himself  in  his  neart,  saying, 
"  I  shall  have  peace,  though  I  walk  in  the 
"  imagination  of  mine  heart;  to  add  drun- 
*'  kenness  to  thirst :  the  Lord  >  will  not 
*^  spare   him,    but   then    the  anger  of  the 

"  Lord 
«  Dent,  xxtj^  Is. 
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*'  Lord  and  his  jealousy  shall  smoke  agamst 
"  that  man,  and  all  the  curses  that  are 
'*  written  in  this  book  shall  lie  upon  him,  • 
"  and  the  Lord  shall  blot  out  his  name  from 
"  under  heaven,  and  the  Lord  shall  separate 
'*  him  unto  evil  out  of  all  the  tribes  of 
"  Israel,  according  to  all  the  curses  of  the 
"covenant,  which  are  written  in  this  book 
**of  the  Law."  That  these  curses  were  of 
a  temporal  nature  is  undeniable ;  they  were 
with  regard  to  the  individual,  to  be  of  the 
same  kind,  as  those  which  were  to  be  in- 
flicted, on  the  nation,  which  are  immediately 
described  in  the  following  clear  and  energetic 
language  to  be  such.  *  "  That  the  generation 
"  to  come  of  your  children,  that  shall  rise 
"  up  after  you,  and  the  stranger  that  shall 
^'  come  from  a  far  land,  shall  say,  when  they 
"  see  the  plagues  of  that  land,  and  the 
•^  sicknesses  which  the  Lord  hath  laid  upon 
*'  it,  and  that  the  whole  land  thereof  is 
**  brimstone,  salt  and  burning;   f  that  it  is 

"not 

*  Deut.  xxix.  22. 

f  N«  B.  The  present  barrenness  of  the  land  of.  Judea  is 
objected  by  Voltaire  and  others  against,  the  truth  of  the 
sacred  history,  which  represents  it  as  flowing  with  milk  and 

honey. 
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*^not  sown  nor  beareth,  nor  any  grass 
"groweth  thereon,  like  the  overthrow  of 
"  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  Admah  and  Zeboini, 
*' which,  the  Lord,  overthrew  in  his  ^nger 
"  and  in  his  wrath ;  even  all  nations  shall 
''say,  wherefore  hath  the  Lord  done  this 
'*  unto  this  land,  what  meaneth  the  heat 
'*  of  this  great  anger  ?  Then  men  shall 
"say,  because  they  have  forsaken  the  co- 
"  venant  of  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers, 
"  which  he  made  with  them  when  he  brought 
"  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt" 

The  employment  of  temporal  sanctions 
with  regard  to  individuals,  is  indeed  abun- 
dantly proved,  by  the  punishments  de- 
nounced against  offences^  which  were  of 
such  a  nature,  that  they  might  easily  escape 
detection^  or  could  scarcely  admit  of  being 
proved  by  legal  evidence:  the  man  who 
compounded  an  *  oil  similar  to  that  appro- 
priated to  the  sacred  uses  of  the  tabernacle ; 
t  he  who   while  polluted  with  uncleanness, 

presumed 

honey,  the  glory  of  ^1  lands :  how  absurdly,  when 
this  very  barrenness  is  the  full  accowpHshment  of  this .  and. 
other  prophetic  denunciations  ?  Vide  the.  ass^on  and  its 
confutation  by  Warburton,  Book  V.  sect.  i.  vol.  iv.  p.  14i&. 

*  Exod.  XXX.  ZS. 

t  Le?it.  ?ii.  21  and  25. 
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presumed  to  partake  of  the  peace  offering 
of  the  Lord ;  *  h6  who  on  the  great  day  of 
atonement,  should  do  any  work,  or  should 
not  afflict  his  soul;  f  he  who  labouring  under 
no  uncleanness,.  should  neglect  to  celebrate 
the  Lord's  passover;  and  finally,  the  soul 
that  doth  J  ought  presumptuously;  to  each 
of  these  it  was  denounced,  "  That  soul 
*^  shall  be  cut  off  from  among  his  people:'' 
that  is,  shall  suffer  temporal  death.  The 
very  nature  of  some  of  these  offenceSy  as 
§  Warburton  has  observed,  proves  nothing 
beyond  temporal  death  could  be  the  penalty; 
and  we  must  understand  the  same  expres- 
sion in  the  same  sense,  in  the  last  instance, 
in  which  if  it  stood  singly,  some  doubt 
might  perhaps  be  entertained. 

Admitting  then  that  temporal  sanctions 
alone  were  annexed  to  the  Mosaic  Law, 
how  can  this  be  accounted  for?  I  answer, 
from  the  very  nature  of  that  theocracy^ 
which  God  established  as  the  form  of  the 
Jewish  government,   and  that  extraordinary 

providence 

-  *  Leviti.  xxiii.  29.       ' 
f  Nt^mbersj  ix.  13-  * 

J  Numbers,  xv.  30.  .  . 

§  Warburton,  Book  VI.  sect.  iii.  Sobs.  VL  v.  v*  p.  149. 
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providence  which  attended  it;  "This  ex- 
*'  traordinary  providence,"  says  Warburton, 
(very  truly)  *  "  is  represented  as  adminis- 
"  tered,  first,  over  the  state  in  general;  se- 
*'  condly,  over  privatp  men  in  particular, 
"  and  such  a  representation  we  should  expect 
"  to  find,  from  the  nature  of  the  republic; 
"  because  as  an  extraordinary  providence 
"  over  the  state,  necessarily  followed  God's 
"  being  their  tutelary  Deity,  so  an  extraor- 
"  dinary  providence  as  to  particulars,  follows  as 
"  necessarily  from  his  being  their  supreme 
"  magistrate.'- 

.  The  reality  of  this  extraordinary  provi- 
dence, it  has  been  the  object  of  the  pre- 
ceding Lecture  to  establish,  without  re- 
curring to  the  medium  of  proof  adopted 
by  Warburton:  it  has  at  least  been  at- 
tempted to  shew,  that  the  f  structure  of 
the  Mosaic  history,  confirms  in  the  strongest 
manner  the  reality  of  the  miracles  on  which 
the  certainty  of  that  extraordinary  provi- 
dence  was    founded.     The  :[;  connection  of 

the 

*  Warburton's  Divime  Legation,  Book  V.  sect.  if.  Sub- 
section II.  V.  iv.  p;  286. 

+  Vide,  Part  I,  lect.  iv.  Vol.  I.  p.  130. 
i  Part  I.  lect.  r.  Vol.  I.  p.  167. 
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the  common  events  of  the  Jewish  history, 
with  the  miraculous,  has  been  shewn  to  be 
so  close,    that  the  very  foundation  of  the 
acknowledged  history  of  this  singular  nation, 
would  be  overturned,  and  the  succession  of 
common    events    would    be   unnatural    and 
unaccountable,  ex;cept  the  miracles  on  which 
they  depend  are  admitted.     *  The  history  of 
the  miracles  themselves,  has  been  shewn  to 
possess   the   fout   decisive   marks  of  truth, 
which  prove  they  could  neither  have  been 
credited  by  the  generation  supposed  to  be 
cotemporary   with  them,  nor  at  any  subse- 
quent sera  introduced    into    the   system    of 
the  national  records,  and  the  national  reli- 
gion, if  they  had  not  been  real  and  divine. 
The  whole  scheme  of  the  Jewish  ritual,  and 
the   singular    constitution    of   the   tribe    of 
Levi,   was  shewn  to  be  commemorative  of 
these   miracles,  founded  on  their  certainty, 
and  designed  to  perpetuate  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  their  truth;  f and  still  further  in 
examining  into  the  political  constitution  and 

civil 

*  Vide,  Part  I.  lect.  vi.  Vol.  I.  p.  197. 
t  Vide,  Part  L  lect.  ?i.  Vol.  I.  p.  219;  aUo  Part  II. 
lect.  i.  Vol.  I.  p.  a$5. 
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civil  laws  of  the  nation,  we  have  perceived 
that  both  were  founded  on  the  acknowledged 
certainty  of  such  an  extraordinary  provi- 
dence, on  which  depended  the  limitation  of 
the  legislative  and  executive  authorities;  the 
original  distribution  and  subsequent  tenure 
of  property;  the  extraordinary  regulations 
of  the  Sabbatic  year,  and  the  year  of  jubilee; 
the  command  for  all  the  males  to  assemble 
at  the  capital  three  times  a  year;  and  a 
variety  of  regulg,tions  in  the  *  penal  laws 
of  the  state,  otherwise  unaccountable  and 
inadmissible;  in  a  word,  it  has  been  shewn, 
that  the  Jewish  polity  and  the  Jewish 
magistracy  were  merely  mediums,  employed 
by  the  Divinity,  to  facilitate  the  regular 
administration  of  the  extraordinary  provi- 
dence, by  which  the  Deity  determined  to 
govern  this  chosen  race,  with  the  f  solemn 
assurance,  that  wherever  that  established 
constitution  should  be  found  inadequate  for 
their  government,  either  as  to  the  whole 
state,  or  as  to  individuak,  the  Deity  himself 
would  interfere,   and  by  an  immediate  and 

extraordinary 

*  Supra,  Vol.  I.  p.  334  to  345. 

t  Vide,  Part  II.  lect.  iii.  Vol.  I.  p.  335. 
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extraordinary    distribution    of   rcward^^   and 
punishments,  exalt  viTtue  and  depress  vice* 

Such  was  the  scheme  of  thq  Je\vish  dis- 
pen^tioD.  Can  we  discover  why  such  a 
•system  was  adopted?  Undoubtedly,  no  mere 
human  sagacity,  can  penetrate  into  all  the  rea- 
sons of  the  divine  oeconomy ;  but  some  reasons 
most  important,  Providence  has  permitted 
to  appear. 

Such  a  scheme  was  abundantly  "^sufficient 
to  support  the  interests  of  religion  and  mo- 
rality, because  it  was  abundantly  sufficient 
to  convince  man,  f  **  That  God  iu,  and  that 
**  he  is  a  re  warder  of  those  who  diligently 
"seek  him."  Still  further,  it  seems  very 
evident,  this  system  was  the  onl'if  effisctual 
mode  of  supporting  true  religion  and  sound 
morality,  at  that  period  of  society ;  because 
it  was  the  only  one  which  affi3rded  a  fair 
opportunity  of  directly  observing,  and  expe- 
rimentally feeling  the  existence,  the  power, 
the  justice  and  the  providence  of  the  one 
great  Jehovah;  and  contrasting  them  with 
the  nullity  and  the  impotence  of  those  base 

idols^ 

*  Vide  War^urton,  Book  V.  sect.  ii.  Vol.  IV.  p.  15S, 
t  Heb.  xi.  6, 
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idois,  ^diich  had  usurped  his  place  in  the 
estimation  of  deluded  man:  and  thus  sub- 
verted the  barriers  of  virtue^  and  opened  wide 
the  flood-gates  of  vice. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  system  • 
of  idolatry  was  founded  on  the  belief  both 
of  present  and  future  rewards  and  punish- 
ments, as  dispensed  by  the  false  gods  which 
it  upheld:  all  the  surrounding  nations  attri- 
buted their  prosperity,  as  well  national,  as  I 
individual,  their  success  or  failure  in  war  and 
commerce;  nay,  the  blessings  of^nature,  the 
rains  of  heaven,  and  the  fertility  of  the  earthy 
to  the  influence  of  their  false  gods.  Now  the 
superiority  of  the  true  God,  could  never  be 
established  by  a  comparison  of  his  power  in  the 
distribution  of  future  and  *  invisible  reward 
and  punishments;  it  was  only  by  proving 
decisively,  that  he,  and.  he  alone,  was  the 
dispenser  of  every  blessing  and  every  cala- 
mity in  the  present  life,  and  that  he  dis- 
tributed   them    with   the  most  consummate 

justice, 

*  Vide  the  quotation  from  the  atheist  Vanini,  Warburton, 
V.  iv.  p«  317.  "  Bonarum  ac  malarum  actionum  repromis- 
"  siones  polliceatur  in  futura  tamen  vita,  ne  fraus  dttegi 
**  possit/'  •  " 
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justice,  yet  tempered  with  mercy;  that  he 
could  compleatly  expose,  and  for  ever  dis* 
credit  the  pretensions  of  idolatry.  This 
then  seems  one  chief  reason,  why  presint, 
not  future  sanctions  were  employed  in  the 
Jewish  dispensation;  thus  only  could  the 
cause  of  the  great  Jehovah  be  maintained, 
in  the  midst  of  an  idolatrous  world. 

Another  reason  appears  to  be  derived  from 
the  intellectual  and  moral  character  of  the 
Jewish  nation^  which  was  totally  incapable 
of  that  pure  and  rational  faith  in  the  sanc- 
tions of  a  future  state,  without  which  these 
sanctions  cannot  effectually  promote  the  in- 
terests of  piety  and  virtue.  Their  desires 
and  ideas  confined  to  the  eiyoyments  of 
the  present  world,  they  would  pay  little 
attention  to  the  promises  of  a  future  re- 
tribution, which  they  could  never  be  sure 
were  fulfilled^  nor  could  such  motives  be 
able  to  counteract  the  temptations  of  pre- 
sent pleasure  or  present  interest,  which  vice 
so  frequently  holds  out;  or  the  allurements 
of  voluptuous  festivity  and  impure  gratifi- 
cation, by  which  idolatry  attached  its  vo- 
taries.    In  truth,  the  history  of  the  Jewish 

nation. 
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nation,  while  under  the  immediate  guidance 
of  their  Lawgiver,  proves,  that  far  from 
being  familiarized  with  the  just  and  philo- 
sophic notion  of  the  Supreme  Divinity,  as 
possessed  of  power  unbounded  in  its  <^ra^ 
tion  and  extent,  they  were  inconceivably 
slow,  in  supposing  or  believing  that  he 
could  produce  any  effect  different  from  what 
they  had  already  seen  him  produce,  or  ex- 
ercise any  power  they  had  not  already  expe- 
riencied.  Thus  the  wonders  they  had  seen 
in  Egypt,  and  the  miraculous  passage  over 
the  Red  Sea,  did  not  at  all  banish  despon- 
dence, or  inspire  them  with  perfect  confidence 
in  divine  aid.  When  two  months  after,  they 
found  their  Jood  exhausted,  and  no  natural 
supply  at  hand,  immediately  they  exclaim, 
*  "  Ye  have  brought  us  forth  into  this  wil- 
"  derness,  to  kill  this  whole  assembly  with 
*^  hunger."  Although  that  terror  was  re- 
moved, by  a  regular  supply  of  food  from 
heaven,  yet  this  continued  miracle  did  not 
prevent  them  from  feeling  an  exactly  simi- 
lar terror,  when,  a  short  time  after,  they 
found  themselves  without  water   to    drink: 


Again 


*  Exdd,  XTi.  1  to  s. 
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Again  they  exclaim,  *  ^'  Wherefore  is  this, 
"  that  thOu  hast  brought  us  up  out  of 
**  Egypt,  to  kill  us,  and  our  children,  and 
**  our  cattle  with  thirst. **  And  afterwards, 
when  they  found  the  people  whom  Gfod 
commanded  them  to  invade,  were  f  great 
and  powerful,  and  their  cities  strongly  for- 
tified; their  past  experience  of  the  divine 
protection  did  not  yet  convince  them, 
that  God  was  able  in  this  new  difficulty  to 
secure  them  conquest  and  success.  On 
the  contrary,  they  were  filled  with  total 
despair,  and  determined  to  rebel  against 
their  Lawgiver  and  return  into  Egypt.  Now, 
with  such  a  people,  how  little  influence 
would  the  remote  and  invisiblCy  and  there- 
fore to  them  uncertain  or  incredible  sanc- 
tions of  a  future  state  possess,  how  little 
would  they  avail,  in  opposition  to  the  temp- 
tations of  vice  and  the  allurements  of  ido- 
latry? Indeed  the  only  mode  of  promul- 
gating that  important  doctrine  of  a  future 
retribution  with  effect,  seems  to  have  been 
that  which  the  Jewish  history  assures  us 
was   adopted;   even    preparing  tne  way  for 

it, 
♦  Exod.  xvii.  3.  f  Numbera^  xit. 
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i^  by  a  continued  system  of  extraordinary 
Providence,  fiiUy  proving  to  both  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  tl^at  the  Supreme  Jehovah  posses- 
sed the  will  and  the  power,  to  punish  vice 
and  reward  virtue  with  thje  strictest  justice. 
This  conviction  ojice  confirmed  by  long  ex- 
perience and  unquestionable  facts,  they  would 
be  prepared  to  believe^  that  the  same  immu- 
table Divinity  would  display  the  same  jus- 
tice  in  2l  Juture  state^  when  that  extraor- 
dinary providence  should  be  withdrawn, 
which  had  been  hitherto  employed,  as  bes.t 
suited  to  the  infancj'  of  mankind,  and  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  chosen  race. 
But  formally  to  annex  the  sanctions  of  a 
future  life  to  a  system  of  Laws,  which  de- 
clared that  it  was  to  be  supported  in  every 
part  by  an  extraordinary  Providence,  dis- 
tributing immediate  rewards  and  punish- 
ments, appears  not  only  unnecessary  but  in- 
consistent. It  would  have  seemed,  as  if 
the  Legislator  who  appealed  to  the  sanction 
of  an  extraordinary  Providence,  was  yet 
secretly  conscious^  that  his  pretended  expec- 
tations would  not  be  verified  by  fact;  and 
therefyre  craftily  provided  a  supplementary 
VOL.  ir.  Q  sanction, 
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io  compensate  for  this  defickncy, 
icing  future  rewards  and  punish- 
to  which,  no  human  being  could 
kly  discover^  whether  his  denunciation 
was  really  fulfilled  or  not 

Thus  the  nature  of,  the  Jewish  theocracy, 
and  the  character  of  the  Jewish  people, 
compared  with  the  purposes  that  theocracy 
was  intended  to  effect,  and  the  temptations 
against  which  that  people  was  to  be  guarded, 
Seem  sufficiently  to  account  for  the  sanc- 
tion of  an  immediate  and  extraordinary  Pro- 
vidence being  employed  to  support  the  Mo- 
saic Law,  rather  than  the  rewards  and  punish- 
ments of  a  future  state.  To  support  such 
a  theocracy  an  extraordinary  Providence 
was  indispensably  necessary :  the  Deity  would 
be  degraded,  if  supposed  to  command  as 
an  immediate  sovereign,  without  enforcing 
immediate  submission. 

Add  to  this,  that  all  national  obedience 
and  national  transgression  could,  as  such^ 
be  recompensed  only  by  national  prosperity 
or  national  punishment;  these  therefore  God 
their  Sovereign  undertook  to  dispense,  with 
exact  justice:  a  wonderful  and  awful  sanc- 
tion. 
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tion,    altogether    wanting   in    every    other 
state. 

Inferior    magistrates   were    empowered   to 
inflict  punishments  for  such  offences  against 
morals,  and  such  violation^  of  the  religious 
constitution,  as  they  could  take  cognizance 
of;   in  the  same    manner   as  similar  magis- 
trates in  other  states.      But  here  and  here 
only,     the    Supreme   Sovereign^    even    god 
himself,    undertook   to    supply   every  defect 
in  all    inferior    administrations,    and  reward 
every  man  according  to  his  works,   as   im- 
diately  and   conspicuously  as  any   civil  ma- 
gistrate could  possibly  do;  employing  there- 
fore for  this  purpose  immediate  and  temporal 
sanctions.     In  a  word,  in  this  polity,  offences 
against    the   state    and    against  individuals, 
were  also  offences  against  religion;  because 
the  entire  Jewish    Law    was  in  every   part 
equally  the    Law    of    God.      As,    therefore, 
offences  against  the  state,   and  against  indi- 
viduals,  in   this   as    in  every  other  commu- 
nity, must  be  restraiiv^d  by  immediate  punish- 
ments, not  merely  by  the  terrors  of  a  future 
state.     So,  in  order  to  preserve  consistency, 
and  prove  that  God  was  really  equally  the 
Q  2  author 
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»ithor  of  the  entire  system;  he  undertook 
to  support  every  part  alike,  by  an  exact 
distribution  of  temporal  sanctions.  The 
sanctions  of  a  future  life  were  therefore, 
in  such  a  system,^  not  only  unnecessary,  but 
were  foreign  from  its  design,  and  therefore 
omitted  by  its  inspired  author.  But  surely 
the  promulgation  of  a  system  of  Laws,  thus 
circumstanced,  could  not  originate  from  any 
source  but  a  divine  authority;  as  it  mani^ 
festly  could  not  be  maintained  for  dmt 
length  of  time,  by  any  but  a  divine  power, 
controuling,  when  necessary,  the  course  of  na- 
ture, and  the  conduct  of  man,  to  accomplish 
its  purposes  and  execute  its  will. 

The  confirmation  which  the  evidence  of 
Revelation  derives,  from  the  extraordinary 
Providence  exercised  over  the  Jews,  is  not 
the  only  good  effect  resulting  from  it.  In 
this  dispensation  mankind  are  enabled  to 
discern  the  principles  and  the  process  of  that 
moral  government,  which  God  exercises  over 
nations,  even  in  the  coyrse  of  his  ordinary 
providence;  which  undoubtedly  dispenses 
public  prosperity  and  public  calamity,  and 
regulates  the  rise  and  decay  of  empires,  on 

the 
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the  very  same  principles  which  are  so  strik- 
ingly displayed  in  the  history  of  the  cho- 
sen people.  The  divine  interposition  in  the 
general  government  of  the  world,  is  indeed 
conducted  by  the  regular  operation  of  se- 
condary causes,  and  therefore  more  silent 
and  unseen,  than  the  course  of  that  extra* 
ordinary  Providence  then  exhibited ;  but  it 
is  not  therefore  less  certain,  or  less  effec- 
tive. In  this  part  of  sacred  history,  the 
jttdgments  of  God  are  distinctly  and  so- 
lemnly exhibited  for  the  instruction  of  man. 
Here  we  are  convinced  by  experimental  and 
decisive  proofs,  that  *  "  the  Most  High 
"  ruleth  in  the  kingdom  of  men,  and  giv- 
"eth  it  to  whomsoever  he  will;"  f  "  that 
"wisdom  and  might  are  his;"  ^  "  that  the 
"race  is  not  to.  the  swift  nor  the  battle 
"  to  the  strong;"  §  "  for  it  is  the  Lord  of 
"  Hosts  who  governs  the  hearts  of  kings, 
"  and  subdueth  the  strength  of  the  mighty;" 
II  "he  hath  purposed  who  shalLdisannul  it? 
"  His  hand  is  stretched  outj  and  who  shall 
"  turn  it    back?  Who  hath  hardened  him- 

"  self 

*  Dan.  iv.  17.  f  Iibid  ii.  20. 

X  Eccles.  ix.  11.  §  Job  xii.  ft-om  16  to  21. 

Ij  Isaiah^  xir.  27. 
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/*  self  against  him  and  prospered?"  In  a 
word,  in  the  history  of  the  Jewish  state, 
this  great  truth  is  clearly  and  powerfully 
impressed,  *  "  That  as  righteousness  exalt- 
"  eth  a  nation,  so  sin  is  the  reproach  of 
**  any  people;"  a  lesson  which,  but  for  the 
immediate  and  extraordinary  Providence,  dis- 
played in  this  awful  dispensation,  could  never 
have  been  so  forcibly  inculcated,  or  so  clearly 
understood. 

*  Proverbs,  xiy.  34. 
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SECT.  II. 

Visiting  the  sins  qf  the  fathers  upon  the  children — In  what 
sense  to  he  imderstood^—Not  unjust — Necessary  in  a  theo- 
cracy, as  far  as  relates  to  temporal  and  national  pumsh" 
ments — Chiefly  denounced  against  idolatry — In  this  case  not 
only  just  hut  merciful — Hummn  tribunals  not  permitted  by 
the  Mosaic  Law,  to  act  upon  this principle-^Why — Ana- 
logous^ to  God's  general  providence — A  dispensation  qf 
mercy  rather  than  severity^-^Umiied  in  its  extent  and  Appli- 
cation. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PART  IIL 


LECT.  III. 


SECT.  II. 


EXODUS,  XX.  5,  6. 


*'  Visiting  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children,  to 
"  the  third  and  fourth  generation  of  them  that  hate  me, 
"  and  shewing  mercy  unto  thousands  of  them  that  love 
"  me,  and  keep  my  commandments.'' 

JL  HE  consistency  and  necessity  of  tempo- 
ral sanctions  in  the  Jewish  Law,  we  have 
endeavoured  to  establish,  in  the  last  section: 
if  with  success,  we  derive  from  this  a  clear 
and  easy  answer  to  the  objection  which  at 
first  appears  to  arise  from  the  denunciation, 
"  That  God  would  visit  the  sins  of  the 
^^ fathers  upon  the  children,  to  the  third 
"  and  fourth  generation  of  them  that  hate 
"  him ;  and  shew  mercy  unto  thousands  in 
"  them  who  should  love  him  and  keep  his  coni- 
"  mandments."    The  only  circumstance  that 

makes 
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Hiakes  this  denunciation  appear  secerc  or 
vnjusty  and  this  ppomise  tmreasonabtey  ia  the 
supposition,  that  the  sanctions  of  a  future 
state  are  understood;  which  it  would  cer- 
tainly be  repugnant  to  the  divine  justice  ta 
suppose^  should  be  distributed  according  to 
such  a  rule  as  thii&  Bat  this  objection  al- 
together vanishes,  the  moment  we  are  con- 
vinced, that  the  rewtird  and  punishmenfe 
here  meant,  relate  only  ta  outward  circum- 
stances of  prosperity  and  distress,  in  the 
present  life ;  because  if  such  a  sanction  was 
itecessary,  in  the  particular  system  of  Provi- 
dential administration,  by  which  God  thought 
fit  to  .  govern  the  Jewish  race,  it  is  evi- 
dent any  inequality  as  to  individuals,,  would 
fee  certainly  arul  easily  *  remedied  in  a  fu- 
ture 

^  We  cannot  but  beTieve  tbtis  to  be  tEe  case.  In  m3ny  in- 
stances of  dirine  j^odgment  recorded  in  the  sacred  history ; 
as  in  the  children  of  Achan  involved  in  the  punishment  of 
ki^  violatkm  of  the  divine  anathema^  (though  it  is  possible 
lliey  may  have  seen  his  conduct,  and  by  concealing  it^  been 
partakers  of  his  guilt) >  Joshua,  vii*  24;  and  in  the  punish- 
nenl  denounced  in  consequence  of  the  idolatries  of  Jero- 
boam, Baasha,  and  Ahab,  involving  their  entire  posterity.  At 
least  in  the  instance  of  Abijah>  the  soac^  Jeroboam,  this  re^ 
eompence  seems  to  be  more  than  obscurely  hinlect  at^  On 
his  falling  sick^  Jei*oboam'$  queen  disgnises  h^self.  ^  rie-» 
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ture  life;  so  tlmt  each  should  receive  his 
final  reward  exactly  according  to  his  true 
merit,  in  tne  sight  of  God,  and  "  thus  the 
/'Judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right' 

Now  it  seems  undeniable,  that  sicch  a 
sanction  was  a  necessary  part  of  the  Jewish 
polity,  so  far  as  this  required  a  providential 
distribution  of  national  rewards  and  punish- 
ments. These  affecting  the  great  mass  of 
the,  people,  and  extending  through  such 
portions  of  time,  as  were  necessary  to  give 
thern  th^ir  full  efficacy  in  forming  the  na- 
tional character,  could  not  be  confined  within 

the 

pairs  to  Abijah  the  prophet;  who,  though  blind  with  age, 
IS  enabled  by  God  immediately  to  discover  her,  and  to  an- 
nounce to  her,  that  God  would  destroy  the  whole  house  of 
Jeroboam ;  and  in  particular,  that  the  moment  she  enter^ 
into  the  city  to  her  own  door,  her  son  should  die ;  and  it  is 
added,  *  "  And  all  Israel  shall  mourn  for  him,  and  bury 
"  him;  for  he  only  of  Jeroboam  shall  come  to  the  grave^ 
(i.  e,  obtain  regular  burial).  **  Because  in  him  there  is  found 
''  some  good  thing  toward  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  in  the 
''  house  of  Jeroboam.**  On  this  fact  can  we  believe,  the  re- 
fleeting  Jews  even  then  understood,  that  the  only  recom- 
pence  to  this  child's  goodness  was  his  dying  of  a  disease  ra- 
ther than  by  the  sword,  and  being  regularly  buried  and 
mourned  for,  though  he  died  prematurely,  while  his  idola- 
trous father  was  permitted  to  reign  twenty-two  years.  I 
acknowledge  this  ^narrative  appears  to  me  to  supply  au 
intelligible  hint  of  a  future  state.  Vide  the  next  Lecture, 
t  1  Kings,  xiv.  13. 
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the  limits  of  a  singk  generation;  or  exclucfc 
from  their  operation  each  private  fitmily  in 
succession,  as  the  heads  of  that  family 
might  drop  oiF,  whose  conduct  bad  origi- 
iially  contributed  to  swell  the  mass  of  na- 
tional guilt,  or  contribute  to  the  progress 
of  national  improvement. 

Thus,  when  it  became  necessary  to  chas- 
tise the  Jewish   idolatry^    by   a  captivity  of 
such  a  length,  as  might  permanently  reform 
it^   which    was   the  result  of  the  captivity 
ifU  Babylon,  a  period  of  seventy  years  was 
found  scarcely  adequate  to  this  effect    Thus 
the  sins  of  the  parents  were  necessarily  visit- 
ed on  the  children  to  the  third  generation, 
so  far  as  related  to  national  suffering*  Yet 
surely  we   cannot    derive  any  impeachment 
against  divine  justice  or  mercy,  from  a  dis- 
pensation, which  placed  the  children  of  the 
guilty  in  a  situation  so  Javourable  for  their 
moral  and  religious  improvement,  by  checking 
the  crimes  of  their  parents ;  while  those  in- 
dividuals   who    though    exempt    from    the 
national  guilt,  might  yet  be  swept  away  in 
.the  overwhelming  torrent  of  national  cala- 
mity,   would   meet    abundant  compensation 

for 
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for  their  unmerited  sufferings,  by  the  favour 
of  their  God  in  another  and  a  better 
world. 

Considered,  therefore,  as  forming  part  of 
a  scheme  of  tiatwnal  reward  and  punish- 
ment, the  sanction  thus  promulgati^d  was 
equally  just  and  necessary ;  and  to  promui- 
g-ate  it  thus  clearly,  could  not  but  mate- 
rially contribute  to  clieck  the  inconsiderate- 
ness  of  transgression,  and  confinu  the  stea- 
diness of  virtue.  But  the  Mosaic  I^aw  cer- 
tainly employed  the  same  sanction,  to  in- 
fluence the  conduct  of  each  individual ;  nor 
is  this  objectionable,  if  that  sanction  was 
a  necessary  part  of  the  providential  system 
of  discipline  exercised  over  the  nation  at 
large.  Each  individual,  by  his  separate  trans- 
gression, contributed  to  the  accumulated 
weight  of  national  guilt;  and  it  was  just, 
that  each  should  be  taught  to  re^rd  the 
share  of  national  calamity,  which  he  and 
his  posterity  must  sustain,  as  a  personal 
chastisement  from  the  hand  of  God, 

Biit  the  operation  of  this  sanction  was 
not  confined  to  the  participation  of  national 
rewards  or  punishments,  it  certainly  affected 

individuals, , 
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individuals,  who  violated  the  commands  to 
which  it  was  annexed,  even  though  such 
violation  was  confined  to  themselves,  and 
could  not  therefore  draw  down  any  national 
chastisement ;  hut  let  it  be  recollected,  that  the 
great  crime,  the  temporal  punishment  of  which 
was  to  extend  to  the  third  and  fourth  gene- 
ration, was  idolatry;  ♦that  source  ofallpro- 
laneness    and    pollution,    which    under    the 

Jewish 

*  On  this  subject  Maimonides,  More  Nevochim,  Pars  I, 
cap.  Irv.  p.  90.  makes  the  following  bbservations  which 
seeip  just  and  important.     '^  As  to  that  character  of  God^ 
"  of  visiting  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon    the   chil- 
"dren,  know,  this  relates  only  to.  the  crime  of  idolatry; 
"  as  may  be  proved  from  the  Decalogue,  \Vhich  says,  on  the 
*'  third  and  fourth  generation  of  them  which  hate  me ;  for 
"  nobody  is  said  to  hate  God,  but  an  idolater :  as  the  Law 
"expresses,  (Peut.  xii.  31.)  "  Every  abomination  of  the 
"  Lord,  which  he  hateth,  have  they  done  unto  their  Gods  :" 
"  and  mention'  is  made  of  the  fourth  generation,  because  no 
**  man  can  hope  to  see  niore  of  his  progeny  than  four  gcne- 
*'  rations.     When,  therefore,  the  idolatei-s  of  any  city  are 
*'  to  be  put  to  death,  then  not  only  the  parent  idolater  shall 
**  be  destroyed,  but  his  son,  and  his  grandson,  and  his  great 
"  grandson  ;  as  if  it  said,  hy  this  denunciation  it  is  signified, 
"  that  the  seed  and  posterity  of  idolaters  were  to  be  cut  ofl^ 
*'  however  young,  on  account  oi  the  crimes  of  their  parents 
*'  and  ancestors.     And  this  precept  we  find  universally  ob- 
♦'  served  in  the  Law ;  whence  against  a  city  which  had 
"  apostatized  to  idolatry,  the  Law  commands  that  it  should  be 
«'  destroyM,  and  every  thing  therein ;  and  this  for  the  sake 
*'  of  guarding  against  and  preventing  that  pollution  and 
"  guilt,  whifh  might  otherwise  arise  from  it." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Jewish  polity,  was  not  only  a  violation  of 
tiiat  religious  duty,  for  which  the  Children 
of  Israel  were  set  apart  from  every  natioMi 
cinder  heaven,  but  was  -besides,  the  highest 
crime  against  the  statt^^  which  acknow- 
ledged Jehovah  as  supreme  sovereign,  the 
sole  object  of  civil  allegiance,  as  weH  as  of 
religious  worsWrp:  on  whose  Immediate  pro- 
tection the  whole  nation  depended;  from 
whom  was  derived  the  authority  'Of  every 
part  of  the  government,  the  tenure  of  all 
property,  and  the  enjoyment  of  eveiy  civil 
right  To  introduce  idolatry,  was  therefore., 
to  subvert  the  foundation  of  thfe  social  unioQ, 
to  violate  the  most  solemn  and  sacred  duties 
of  allegiance,  and  engage  in  tjhe  foulest 
treason,  and  the  most  audacious  rebellion. 
The  supreme  Sovereign,  therefore  denounced 
against  such  treason  and  such  rebellion,  not 
only  amdigm  punishmtnt  on  the  offender 
himself^  bat  tlie  extension  of  this  punishment 
to  his  family  and  immediate  descendants ;  a 
principle  recognised  fey  so  many  of  the  moi^t 
civilised  states,  in  which  the  crime  of  treason 
is    punished    not    only    by  death,    but    th^ 

.  confiscation 
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confiscation  of  property,  and  the  taint  of 
blood:  a  principle,  which  when  carried 
into  execution  by  a  human  tribunal,  may 
operate  in  particular  instances  with  iin- 
merited  or  excessive  severity,  but  which 
in  the  Jewish  state,  was  applied  in  every 
instance  by  unerring  justice.  '^  Fpr  the 
*^  Deity,  (as  *  Waiburton  well  observes,) 
'^though  he  allowed  capital  punishment 
**  to  be  inflicted  for  the  crime  of  lese  mq^estj/, 
*'  on  the  person  of  the  offender  by  the  de- 
"  legated  administration  of  the  Law ;  yet 
"  concerning  his  family  or  posterity,  he 
^'  reserved  the  inquisition  of  the  crime  to 
"  himself y  and  expressly '^oriarf  the  magi^- 
"  trate  to  meddle  with  it  in  the  commqn 
"  course  of  justice."    f  '^  The  fathers  shall 

not 

*  Divine  Legation,  Book  V.  sect.  v.  V.  iv.  p.  332. 

f  Deut.  xxiv.  16..  See  this  Law  acted  upon,  2  Kings, 
xiv.  6.;  where  we  are  told,  "  that  Amaziah,  king  af  Judah, 
"  asf  soon  as  the  kingdom  was  confirmed  in  his  hand,  ^lew 
"  his  servants,  which  had  slain  the  king  his  father.  But 
''the  children  of  the  murderers  he  slew  not;  according 
"  unto  that  which  is  written  in  the  book  of  the  Law  of 
"  Moses,  wherein  the  Lord  commanded  saying,  the  fathers 
^  shall  not  be  put  to  death  for  the  children,  nor  the  children 
".  be  pu^  to  death  for  the  fathers ;  but  every  man  shall  bfc 
"  put  to  death  for  his  own  sin." 
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**  not  be  put  to  death  for  the  children, 
*^  neither  shall  the  children  be  put  to  death 
"for  the  fathers;  every  man  shall  be  put 
^  "  to  death  for  his  own  sin."  "  Now  God's 
'*  appropriating  to  himself  the  execution  of 
"  this  Law,  would  abundantly  justify  the 
"  equity  of  it,  even  supposing  it  had  been 
*'  given  by  him  as  a  part  of  universal  reli- 
"  gion ;  for  why  was  the  magistrate  for- 
**  bidden  to  imitate  God's  method  of  punish- 
"  ing,  but  because  no  power  less  thaa  om- 
"  niscient,  could  -  in  all  cases  keep  clear  of 
**  injustice  in  such  an  inquisition?" 

Nor  was  this  sanction  chargeable  with 
cruelty y  more  truly  than  with  injustice;  it  is 
indeed  evident,  that  to  extend  the  temporal 
punishment  denounced  against  idolatry  hj 
the  Jewish  Law,  to  the  family  of  the  ido- 
later, might  be  the  tenderest  mercy ^  as  the 
most  probable  method  of  checking  the  con- 
tagion of  that  infectious  crime,  amongst  a 
people  who  were  habituated  to  consider 
temporal  punishment  .  as  the  sure  criterion 
of  divine  displeasure;  and  whom  its  inflic- 
tion was  therefore   the   only  effectual  mode 

vol..  II.  11  of 
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of  awakening  to  serious  reflection  and  hi^n* 
ble  penitence. 

Thus  the  principle  of  visiting  the  sins  of 
the  fathers  on  the  children,  unto  the  third 
and  fourth  generation,  by  extending  the 
temporal  judgments  denounced  against  the 
perpetration  of  idolatry,  to  the  immediate 
posterity  of  the  idolater,  is  perfectly  con* 
sistcnt  with  the  divine  justice;  because  it 
interferes  not  with  that  final  retribution,  at 
which  every  man  shall  be  rewarded  accord- 
ing to  hi3  works.  It  was,  in  truth,  a  dis- 
pensation of  mercy,  calculated  to  restrain 
the  crimes  of  the  parents,  by  one  of  the 
most  powerful  motives  which  can  influence 
the  human  heart,  the  terror  of  involving 
their  innocent  progeny  in  temporal  calamity 
and  ruin:  while  with  respect  to  the  chil- 
dren, it  tended  to  guard  them  against  the 
otherwise  almost  resistless  contagion  of  pa- 
rental example,  and  place  them  in  the  most 
advantageous  circumstances  for  recovering 
their  virtue  and  their  piety^  It  was  an  es- 
sential part  of  tjiat  system  of  extraordi- 
naiy  providential  government,  which  Jehovah 
judged    it   necessary    to   exercise    over    the 

Jewish 
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Jewish  nation;  since  national  riewards  and 
punishments  necessarily  extended  beyond  the 
limits  of  a  single  generation,  in  ord^r  to 
produce  any  permanent  and  general  eftect. 
And  finally^  it  was  strictly  analogous  to  the 
general  aystera  of  the  divine  govetniiient 
over  the  wholfe  human  rate ;  since^  in  what 
is  termed  the  common  course  of  events,  we 
perpetually  find  families  and  nations,  for  a 
long  series  of  years,  involved  in  the  mis- 
chiefs arising  from  their  parents'  follies  and 
crimes,  or  enjoying  the  blessings  derived 
from  their  wisdom,  virtue  and  fortitude. 
The  Jewish  scheme  proceeded  on  exactly 
the  same  principles,  witJi  this  only  difference, 
that  the  jsupreme  Jehovah^  the  immediate 
sovereign  as  well  as  the  tutelary  God  of 
the  Hebrew  nation,  undertook  to  dispense 
this,  as  well  as  every  other  species  of  re- 
ward and  punishment,  by  an  immediate 
and  *  extraordinary  Providence,  in  whicU^ 
a  S  justic^ 

*  Warburton's  obserTation  oh  this  subject.  Book  V.  sett. 
T.  V.  iv  p.  335,  deems  just  and  conclusive.*'  *'  God,"  sa}'.** 
he,  **  supported  the  Israelites  in  Judea,  by  an  extraordinary 
*•  administration  of  his  Providence  ;  the  consequences  ot 
**  which  vrere,  great  temporal  blessings,  to  which  they  had  no 
"  natural  claim,  given  them  on  account  of  obedience.     No- 

"  thiu^. 
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justice  should  be  tempered  with  abundant 
mercy^  confining  the  providential  and  tem- 
porary punishment  for  the  parents'  crimes, 
to  the  third  and  fourth  generation;  while 
it  encouraged  adherence  to  virtue  and  to 
God,  by  the  assurance  of  a  reward^  similar 
indeed  in  kind,  but  infinitely  superior  in 
degree,  and  Which  under  the  common  course 
of  events,  could  not  be  hoped  for;  promis- 
ing to  extend  the  blessings  obtained  by 
parental  obedience  and  piety,  even  to  the 
thousandth  generation  of  those  who  love  God, 
Thus  we  perceive,  how  perfectly  all  the 
parts  ^f  this  awful  and  wonderful  dis- 
pensation harmonized  together;  and  with 
what  strict  tmth  as  w^U  as  majestic  sub- 
limity, the  Hebrew  Lawgiver  describes  Je- 
hovah proclaiming  his  name:  *  "  The  Lord, 
'*  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious, 
"  long  sutFering    and  abundant  in  goodness 

"and 

*'  thing,  therefore,  could  be  more  equitable  than,  on  the 
"  violation  of  that  condition,  to  withdraw  those  extraordinary 
'*  blessings  from  the  children  of  a  father  thus  offending. 
"  How  then  can  the  Deist  charge  this  Law  with  injustice; 
"  since  a  posterity,  whien  innocent,  was  afflicted  only  in  their 
"  civil,  conditiomzl  rights,  and  when  deprived  of  those  which 
*'  were  natural  and  unconditional,  were  always  guilty," 
*  Exod.  Xx>civ.  0. 
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'*  and  truth,  keeping  mercy  for  thousands, 
"  forgiving  iniquity,  transgression  and  sin^ 
*'  and  that  will  by  no  means  clear  th« 
"  guilty  j"  (and  in  perfect  consistence  with 
these  attributes)  "  visiting  the  iniquity  of 
^'  the  fathers  upon  the  children,  and  the 
*  ^  children's   child ren. " 

That  this  sanction  of  the  Jewish  Law  was 
not  to  be  understood  as  a  general  principle  of 
the  divine  oeconomy,  under  everj^  form  of  civil 
society,  and  every  degree  of  religious  improve- 
ment; but  merely  as  a  necessary  part  of  that 
administration  of  an  extraordinary  Providence, 
by  which  the  Jewish  Law  was  sanctioned 
and  upheld,  has  been  proved  by  Warburton, 
from  a  circumstance  which  infidel  writers 
have  laid  much  stress  upon,  as  an  instance 
of  contradiction  between  different  parts  of 
Scripture;  when  in  truth  it  was  only  a  gra- 
dual change  in  the  divine  system,  wisely 
and  mercifully  adapted  to  the  gradual  im.-. 
provement  of  the  human  mind.  Towards  tJie 
conclusion  of  this  extraordinary  economy, 
(observes  Warburton)  when  God  by  the  latex 
propheta  reveals  his  purpose,  of  giving  them  a 
NEW. DISPENSATION,  in  which  a  future  state 

of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


246  REVIEW    OF 

of  rewards  and  punishmcHts  was  to  be  brought 
to  light;  (or  rather,  according  to  my  sys- 
tem, substituted  in  place  of  an  immediale 
extraordinary  Providence,  as  the  sanction 
of  religion) ;  it  is  then  declared  in  the  most 
express  manner,  that  he  will  abrogate  the 
Law  of  punishing  children  for  the  crimes 
of  their  parents.*  Jeremiah,  speaking  of  this 
new  dispensation,  **  In  those  days  they  shall 
^*  say  no  more,  the  fethers  have  eaten  a 
*'  sour  grape,  and  the  chlldrens*  teeth  are  set 
"on  edge;  but  every  one  shaH  die  for  his 
'*  own  iniquity,  every  man  that  eateth  the 
"  sour  grape,  his  teeth  shall  be  set  on  edge 
"  Behold,  the  days  coine,  saith  the  Lord,  " 
*'  that  I  will  make  a  new  covenant  with 
"  the  house  of  Israel,  and  vnth  the  house 
^'of.Judah;  not  according  to  the  covenant 
"  that  I  made  with  their  fathers,  in  the 
**  day  that  I  took  them  by  the  hand,  to 
"  bring  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt: 
"  which  my  covenant  they  brake,  although 
^I  was  an  husband  unto  them,  saith  the 
^  Lord.  But  this  shaft  be  the  covenant 
*^  that  I  will  make  with  the  house  of  Israel  in 

*'  those 

*  Jeremiah,  xxxi.  29;  compare  Ezckie),  the  entire  18th 
chapter. 
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"  those  dayi^ ;  1  will  put  my  Law  in  their 
^^  iihvatd  parts,  and  write  it  in  their  hearts, 
''  arid  will  be  their  God,  and  they  shall  be 
^'  my  people."  And  E^ekiel,  speaking  of  the 
^  same  times,  says,*  ^*  1  will  give  them  one 
"heart,  and  will  put  a  new  spirit  within 
*^you,  akc.  "  I  will  fake  the  stony  heart 
"  out  of  their  flesh,  and  Will  give  them  an 
"  heart  of  flesh,  that  they  may  walk  in 
^^my  statutes  and  keep  mine  ordinances; 
"  and  they  shall  be  my  people,  and  I  will 
"  be  their  God.  But  as  for  them  whose 
"  heart  walketh  after  the  heart  of  their 
"  detestable  things,  and  their  abominations, 
"  I  will  recompense  their  way  upon  their 
"  own  heads,   saith  the  Lord   God/' 

Thus  in  the  Jewish  system,  a  people  of 
gross  and  carnal  minds  and  short-sighted 
views,  slow  to  believe  any  thing  they  could 
liot  themselves  experience,  and  therefore 
almost  incapable  of  being  sufficiently  influ- 
eiaced  by  the  remote  prospect  of  a  future 
life,  and  the  pure  and  spiritual  blessedness 
of  a  celestial  existence,  were  wisely  and 
necessarily  placed  under  a  Law,  which  was 

supported 
*  Ezek.  xi.  19. 
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supported  by  a  visible  extraordinary  Provi- 
dence,   conferring    immediate    rewards   and 
punishments  on  the  person  of  the  offender;  or 
laying  hold  of  his  most  powerfiil  instincts,  by 
denouncing,  that  his  crimes  would  be  visited 
upon  his  children,  and  his  children's  children, 
to  the  third  and  fourth  generation :  a  proceed- 
ing which  made  a  necessary  part  of  that  na- 
tional discipline,  under  which  the  Jews  were 
placed,  and  which  was  free  from  all  shadow 
of  injustice;    because,    when    the    innocent 
were  afflicted  for  their  parents'  crimes,   (as 
Warburton    has    well    observed)    it  was   by 
the  deprivation  of  temporal  benefits,  in  their, 
nature   forfeitable.     Or  should   this   not   so 
clearly   appear,    yet   we  may  be  sure,   God 
who    reserved  to    himself  the  right   of  vi- 
siting the  sins  of  the  fathers  upon  the  chil- 
dren,   would    perfectly    rectify    any    appa- 
rent  inequality   in   the  course  of  his  provi- 
dential government  over  the  chosen  people, 
in  another  and  ■  a  better  world;    by  repay- 
ing the  innocent,  who  had  necessarily    suf- 
fered here,   with  an  eternal    and    abundant 
recompence. 
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PART  III. 
LECTURE  IV. 

SECT.  I. 

Doctrine  <if  a  future  stoic,  though  it  does  not  form  the  sanction 
^  the  Mosaic  Laiv,  is  yet  contdihect  in  the  writings  qf 
MaseS'-'Warbi&ton's  assertions  on  thissul^t  hasty  and  in- 
amststent  with  eadi  hthej^MM  lifiik  ihe  seventh  article  qf 
the  Church  qf  EngUmd^^Futwre  state  intimated  in  the  his^ 
tory  qfthe  Creation  and  thefsiU'^By  the  circumstances  at* 
tending  the  death  qfAbel — By  the  translation^  qf  Enoch — 
By  the  c&tnmand  to  Abraham  to  sacrifice  Isaac — Futttre 
state  must  have  been  known  to  the  Patriarchs,  cend  ir^uenced 
their  conduct-^Attested  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews — in- 
stanced  in  the  history  qf  Jacob — qf  Moses — ^  our  Lord's 
rtply  to  the  doubts  qfthe  Sadducees — The  declaration  qfBa^ 
laam^^Future  state  an  object  qf  popular  belief  among  the 
Jews^-^From  the  laws  relating  to  necromancers,  Sfc. 
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LEcr.  ly. 

SECT.  L 

HEBREWS,  xU.  13. 

«« Theie  all  died  ia  faith>  not  having  received  the  promises, 
'*  bat  having  geen  them  afor  off;  and  were  persuaded  o^ 
^  ^m,  and  emhraqed  |hera«  and  confessed  thsX  they  were 
**  stranger^  and  pilgri^ia  «|^  eaith.'' 

IN  a  former  Lecture,*  I  have  endeavoured 
to  establish  the  jfirst  position  I  had  laid 
down,  respecting  the  connexion  that  sub- 
sisted between  the  Mosaic  Law,  and  the 
belief  of  a  future  state  of  retribution;  even 
that  Moses  did  not  sanction  his  Laws  by 
the  promise  of  future  rewards  and  punish- 
ments; and  to  assign  such  reasons  for  thi^ 
part  of  the  divine  economy,  as  the  nature 
of  the  subject  suggested.  I  now  proceed  to 
discuss  the  second  conclusion,  which  an  at- 
tentive perusal  of  the  Old  Testament  appears 

to^ 
♦  Part  III.  Lect.  Ifl.  sect  i.  supra,  p.  212,  &c. 
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to  me  to  establish  on  this  subject;  even 
that  the  history  recorded  by  the  Jewish 
Lcmjgiver  shews^  that  he  himself  believed  a 
future  state  of  retribution  ;  and  that  it  con- 
tains  such  proofs  of  ity  as  tnust  naturally 
suggest  it  to  every  serious  and  reflecting 
mind^  though  with  less  clearness  than  the 
succeeding  scriptures  of  the  Old  Testament, 
which  exhibit  this  great  truth  with  a  per- 
petually encreasing  lustre,  until  by  the  Pro- 
phets it  was  so  authoritatively  revealed,  as 
to  become  an  article  of  popular  belief  and 
practical  influence,  amongst  the  Jewish  peo- 
ple; and  thus  prepare  the  way  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  GospeL 
This  position  is  abundantly  confirmed  by  the 
Apostle  to  the  Hebrews^  in  his  eleventh  chapter. 
It  appears,  however,  very  different  from  the 
opinion  of  the  celebrated  Warburton,  with 
whose  sentiments  on  the  former  part  of  this 
subject,  I  so  nearly  agreed.  The  subject 
of  his  fifth  book  *  is  to  prove,  that  the  doc- 
trine of  a  future  state  of  rewards  and  punish^ 
ments  is  not  to  be  found,  and  did  not 
make  part  of  the  Mosaic  dispensation.  One 
part  of  this  proposition,  that  a  future  re- 
tribution 

Vide  Book  V.  sect.  i.  V.  iv.  p.  1^3. 
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tribution  was  not  employed  as  a  sanction 
of  the  Mosaic  Law,  and  in  this  sensi^ 
made  no  part  of  the  Jewish  dispensation,  / 
admit,  and  have  endeavoured  to  account 
for,  in  agreement  with  the  principles  of 
this  celebrated  Prelate.  The  other  part,  that 
the  doctrine  of  a  future  state  is  not  to  be 
found  in  any  part  of  the  Mosaic  records, 
I  am  compelled  to  dissent  from.  This  opi- 
nion is,  however,  strongly  expressed  by  this 
learned  writer.  He  asserts,  *  "  7w  no  one 
''place  of  the  Mosaic  institutes,  is  there 
"  the  least  mention,  or  any  intelligible  hint 
"  of  the  rewards  and  punishments  of  ano- 
^'  ther  life:"  and  afterwards,,  f  ''  I  shall  shew 
"  fi:om  a  circumstance  the  clearest  and  most 
^*  incontestable,  that  the  Israelites,  from  the 
^^  time  of  Moses  to  the  time  of  their  cap- 
'[  tivity,  had  not  the  doctrine  of  a  future 
"state  of  rewards  and  punishments/'  This 
circurnstancey  if  really  existing,  would  cer- 
tainly be  decisive  to  establish  the  conclusion 
it  is  brought  to  support.  It  is  in  brief, 
that   throughout  the  entire  Old  Testament, 

various 

*  Warburton,  Divine  Legation^  B.  V.  sect.  v.  V.  iv.  p.  3i8. 
t  Ibid  p.  S**. 
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varamv  as  the  ftaored  writings  are,  in  their 
fuhjecty  style  and  compofeition^  and  viurious 
as  the  occasions  on  which  they  were  cam*- 
posed,  and  the  characters  of  thdr  authors; 
jret,  says  this  enrii^efit  writer,  *  "  in  none  of 
^*  these  different  circmnstailces  of  Kfe^  ht 
^'nctoe  of  these  various  casts  of  cotn<^ 
"position,  do  we  ever  find  them  suiting" 
"on  the  motives,  or  influenced  by  th^ 
"  prospect  of  future  rewards  and  punish* 
"  ments,  or  indeed  ei^esisng  the  least  hope 
"  or  fev,  ot  common  curiosity  concer^iing 
^^them;  but  every  thing  they  do  or  say 
"  rq>ects  the  prejBent  Itfe  only,  the  good 
"and  ill  of  which  are  tibs  sole  obftot^ 
"  of  til  their  pursuits  and  aversions/'  And 
again,  "  I  mfer  as  atmdst  all  this  va- 
"  riety  of  writing,  the  docteine  of  a  future 
"  state  never  once  i^pears  to  have  had  any 
^' share  in  this  peopfes  thoughts,  it  never 
"  did  indeed  make  any  part  of  their  relU 
^^  gioua  opimoM.^'  And  again,  t  "  Their 
'^subterfuge  is  quite  cut  off^  who  pretend, 

"that 

♦  Warburton,  V.  iv.  p.  344 

t  Warburton,  Book.  V.  sect,  v,  V.  if.  p.  %^^. 
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*'  that  M<xs^  did  wt  ind^  prppa^te.  the 
**  ^octriw.  of  a  fut^ir^  state  of  reward^  and 
'^  puj^|shipettti>  ia  writiog,  bjat.lih^fe  bender 
^Miyercd  it  to  traditi^n^  Poy.wc  se^  h? 
^*  was  so  far  from  teaqhuagt  it^  that,  hp 
'*  studjpusly  .  contriyed  to  keep  ,it  out  of 
'*3ight,  nay,  provided  for,  the  want  of  it; 
"  awl  that  tha  people  were  30  far  frpm 
'Vbeiug  i^u^eA  i^y  «V,  that  tht^  hai.not. 
"  e^m  the  i4eq.  of  if' 

The  authoi^ty  of  this  learned  vritej, would 
baye  raided  coiisidepaJtil^  dp)id?t?  im.mxnMndi 
but  that  bis  omn  sub^que^t  conq^mm 
on  the  very  same  points^  appear  so  difierent 
from  the  opinions  I  have  now  stated,  as 
either  entirely  to  overturn  them,  or  at  least 
limit  them  in  such  a  manner,  as  is  perfectly 
consistent  with  the  second  position  I  hwt 
laid  down.  For,  in  the  sixth  Book,  sect, 
v.,  he  thus  explains  his  opinion.  ♦  **  But 
*'  though  it  appears,  that  a  future  state  of 
"  rewards  and  punishments,  made  no  part 
**  of  the  Mosaic  dispensation ;  yet  the  Law 
**  had  certainly  a  spiritual,  meaning    to  be 

**  understood 

♦  Warburton,  Boak  vi.  sect.  v.  at,  the Jj^gmning^  V.  v., 
p.  194. 
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"  understood  when  the  Fullness  of  time  should 
**'  come;  and  hence  it  received  the  nature  and 
"  afforded  the  efiScacy  of  prophecy.  In  the 
"  interim,  the  mystery  of  the  Gospel,'*  (  in- 
cluding, by  this  learned  writer's  own  deji- 
nitiorty  the  doctrine  of  a  future  retribution) 
^^was  occasionally  revealed  by  God  to  his 
"  chosen  servants^  the  fathers  and  leaders 
**  of  the  Jewish  nation,  and  the  dawning  of 
"  it  was  gradually  opened  by  the  Prophets 
**  to  the  people;  all  which  is  exactly  agree- 
"  able  to  what  our  excellent  Church,  in  its 
"  seventh  article  of  religion,  teacheth  con- 
"  cerning  this  matter." 

ARTICLE   VII. 

TJie  Old  Testament  is  not  contrary  to  the 
NeWyfor  both  in  the  Old  and  New  Testa* 
menty  everlasting  life  is  offered  to  mankind 
by  Christy  who  is  the  only  mediator  between 
God  and  man.  Wherefore  they  are  not  to 
be  heardy  which  feigny  that  the  old  fathers 
did  look  only  for  transitory  promises. 

It  seems  difficult  to  reconcile  this  tenet 
of  the  Church  with  this  learned  writer's 
opinion^  "that  through- the  wA(?/e  Old  Tes- 

"  tament^ 
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^*  tamenti  we  never  find  any  of  the  authors 
**  of  the  various  compositions  it  contains, 
"  acting  on  the  motives  or  iiflueaced  ty 
^^  the  prospect  of  fukuite  i^wafdls  and  pu- 
*^  nishments.'' 

In  ttuth,  the  mischief  of  raslily  adopting 
a  system,  and  fbrdng*  Scripture  tb^  bend  tb 
that  system,  isf  niosft  conspicuous  m  this  ce- 
lebiated  >vtiWlr  ori  this  subject.  When  he 
first  states  the  idea,  and*  adopts  it  as  the 
basis- of  hi$  reasofiing,  he  advances  in  tlii€ 
tnb^  unquaKded  mannei-,  **.  that  thixHigli6ut 
^*  the  whole  Old'  'J'estament,  from  M&sts  fo 
*  ^^  the  Captivity,  the  Israelites  had  no4  tlie 
^^dHoctrin^  of  a  foture  i^ate  of  rewards'  and 
'^  p\inishments;  arid  that' so  mudi  as  an*  ?;2^ 
**  tettigible  hint  of  it  is  not  foiind  itt  the 
*•  Mosaic  La\(^"  In  the  passagfe  imm^iately 
before  us*  he  atdmitis,  *^  that  it  was  ocvasicyn^ 
"  atly  teoeaied  by  God  to  his'  choseA'  sfer- 
"  vaute,  the  fatheiis  and  leaders  of  the  Jfewijjft 
^''natiott;  and  that  it  was-  gradually'  opened 
^  by  the  Prophets  to  the  people/'  'MA  irt 
another  passage  he  limits  his  ass^rtrdh  '^its.^ 
♦  '^'Afeatiy  p^ltiton   isj   that  a  fiitiHCstfttd 

^t6*L.  II.  s  **  of 

*  Book  VI.  sect.  i.  V.  v.  p.  9. 
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**  of  rewards  and  putiishments  was  not  taught 
•*  in  *  the    Mosaic    dispensation;    all    texts 
**  brought   to  prove   the    knowledge  of  it, 
"  after  the  time  of  David^  are  as  imperti- 
**iient  as  the  rest;    (for  what  was  known 
"  from  his  time,  could  not  supply  the  want 
"  of  what  was  unknown  for  so  many  ages 
"  before:)    this  therefore  puts  all   the  pro- 
"  phetic  writings  out  of  the  question,"  The 
direct  opposition  between  the  assertion,  that 
it  was   unknown   until   the  Captivity  and 
yet  gradually  opened  by  the  Prophcits  ^t^r 
the  time  qf  David^  is  obviously  the  conse- 
quence  of  that  excessive  rapidity  of  i-ea** 
soning,  and  obstinate  adherence  to   a  pre* 
conceived  system,  which  are  too  plainly  dis- 
cemable  in  this  celebrated  writer.     But  the 
opinion  1  have   above  stated  will,   I   trust, 
be  found    to    combine    the   various    truths 
which    his    system    has  exhibited,   while  it 
avoids    the    inconsistencies   in    which  it  is 
ravolved.     I    shall    therefore   endeavour  to 
establish  it  by  direct  eyidencif,  somewhat  at 
large;  as  it  is  a  point  of  ccmsiderai^Ie  m- 
portance  ii)^  contemplating  the  progress  of 

V'  the 
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the    divine    economy,    and     the    connexion 
between  the  Jewish  and  the  Christian  schemes- 

In  the  Mosaic  account  of  the  creation, 
the  manner  in  wliich  the  formation  of  man 
is  recorded,  seems  important  in  the  view 
of  this  subject-  God  is  represented  as  en- 
tering on  this  part  of  bis  work  as  it  were 
with  pecuhar  dehberation  and  solemnity. 
*  "  And  God  said,  let  us  make  man  in  our 
*^  image  after  our  likeness ;  and  let  them 
''have  dominion  over  the  fish  of  tlie 
*'sea,  and  over  the  fowls  of  the  air, 
**  and  over  the  cattle,  and  over  all  the 
*'  earth,  and  over  every  creeping  thing  that 
**  creepeth  upon  the  earth.  So  God  created 
*'  man  in  his  own  image,  in  the  image  of 
*'  God  created  he  him,  male  and  female 
'*  created  he  them.''  The  account  is  after- 
wards resumed.  Of  man  alone,  amidst  all 
the  tribes  of  animated  nature,  is  it  said, 
f  *'  And  the  Lord  God  formed  man  of  the 
*'  dust  of  the  ground,  and  breathed  into 
"  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  lifej  and  man 
*'  became  a  living  soul.'* 

The    history    having   ^us    described   the 

formation  of  this  favoured  cxeature,  proceeds 

6  2  to 

*  Genesis,  i.  26.  f  Ibid.  ii.  7  to  17. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


£66  REVIEW    OF 

to  relate  the  manner  in  which  the  divine 
goodness  provided  for  his  accommodation 
and  support.  *  *'  And  the  Lord  God  plant- 
''  ed  a  garden  eastward  in  Eden,  and  there 
*Mie  put  the  man  whom  he  had  fonned; 
^'  and  out  of  the,  ground  made  the  Lord, 
''  God  to  grow  every  tree  that  is  pleasant 
*^to  the  sight  and  good  for  food;  the  tree 
'[  of  life  also  in  the  midst  of  the  garden, 
"  and  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and 
^*  evil.  And  the  Lord  God  took  the  man, 
*'  and  put  him  into  the  garden  of  Eden, 
*'  to  dress  it  and  to  keep  it."  **  And  the 
"  Lord  God  commahdecl  the  man,  saying, 
^'  of  e\Try  tree  of  the  garden  thou  may  est 
'^  freely  eat, /but  of  the  tree  of  the  know- 
''  ledge  of  good  and  evil,  thou  shalt  not 
'^  eat  of  it;  for  in  the  day  that  thou  eatest 
**  thereof  thou  shalt  surely  die." 

When,  after  the  fatal  transgression  of  thb 
easy  command,  God  pronounced  the  sen- 
a-nce  of  judgment  on  the  transgressors,  he 
declares  to  tlie  serpent,  f  "  Because  thou 
''  hast  done  this,  ibou  art  cursed  above  all 
**  cattle,  and  above  every  beast  of  the  fields 

upon 

*  Genesis,  ii.  15,  f  Ibid.  iii. 
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"upon  thy  belly  shalt  thou  go^  apd -dust 
"  ^^t  thou  e^t  4II  the  days  of  thy  life; 
^^  sm^  I  will  put  enmity  hetwieen  the^  aufi. 
"  the  wonwm,  ^d  between  thy  ^eed  and 
"  her  ^ed ;  it  shall  bruise  thy  heaji  and 
*'  thou  sb^lt  bruise  his  heel."  To  riian  he 
declare^,  ^*  Cursed  is  the  ground  for  thy 
"  sake,  in  sorrow  slialt  thpu  eat  of  it  ^U 
*^  tlie  days  of  thy  life ;  thprns  also  ajad 
"  thistle^  shall  it  bring  forth  to  the^,  and 
"  thou  shalt  eat  the  herb  of  the  field :  in 
"  the  sweat  of  thy  face  shalt  thou  eat  . 
"  bread,  tiU  thou  return  unto  the  ground,, 
"  for  out  of  it  wast  thou  taken;  fojc  dust 
^^  thou  art,  and  unto  dust  shalt  thou  re- 
"  turn."  ,  . 

But  notwithstanding  this  melancholy  doom, 
God  is  represented  as  s^till  prolonging  the 
existence  of  our  first  parents,,  providing 
&r  their  immediate  comfoit^  and  assuring 
them  of  a  numerous  posterity.  *'  Adam  cal- 
■ '  led  his  wife's  name  Eve,  because  she  was 
"the  mother  of  aJl  living:  unto  Adam  also 
"and  to  his  wife  did  the;  I^rd  God  make 
"  poats  of  skins,  and  clpathed  them."  Then 
follows  a  very  rieparkable  passage,  which  is 

peculiarly 
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peculiarly  worthy  of  attention,  on  this  sub- 
ject **  And  the  Lord  God  said,  behold, 
"  the  mjm  is  become  as  one  of  us,  to  kftow 
"good  and  evil  And  now,  lest  he  put 
"  forth  his  hand,  and  take  also  of  the  tree 
^*  of  life,  and  cat  and  live  for  ever;  there- 
"fbre  the  Lord  God  sent  him  forth  from 
"  the  garden  of  Eden,  to  till  the  ground 
**  from  whence  he  was  taken.  So  he  drove 
"  out  the  man,  and  he  placed  at  the  east 
"  of  the  garden  of  Eden,  cherubims  and 
"  a  flaming  sword  which  turned  e\'eiy  way, 
**  to  keep  the  way  of  the  tree  of  life." 

From  the  entire  of  this  account  it  seems 
clearly  dcducible,  that  man  by  his  original 
constitution  was  destined  for  immortalitj'. 
When  ,God  i?  said  to  have  created  man  after  his 
own  image,  surely  it  is  no  straming  of  this 
expression,  to  interpret  it  as  denoting  not 
only  reason  and  freedom  of  will,  moral  rec* 
titude,  and  the  power  of  dominion  over 
inferior  animals,  but  also  a  nature  capable  of 
and  designed  for  immortality;  without  which 
ail  the  preceding  endowments,  however  ex- 
alted and  splendid,  would  have  been  so  tran- 
sient and  ineffectual,  so  vainly  and  unwor- 
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thily  bestowed.  When  of  all  animated  be- 
ings, it  is  asserted  of  man  alone,  that  god 
breathed  into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  life,* 

and 

*  I  am  aware. that  the  words  which  are  translated  "  living 
"  soul,"  n»rT  »BD,  are  the  same  which  are  employed  in 
Gen.  i.  30.  to  denote  all  inferior  animals  in  which  "  is  life/' 
or  as  it  is  more  accurately  rendered  in  phfi  margii)  of  our 
bibles^  "  a  living  soul"  But  my  argume.ut  is,  that  man 
alone  beirtg  made  after  the  image  of  God,  man  ahne  being 
described,  as  having  received  from  God  intmediatefy  the 
breath  of  life ;  and  man  alone  being  represented  capable 
of  living  for  ever,  by  partaking  of  the  tree  of  life ;  the 
whole  tenor  of  the  history  marks  him  o^t  as  in  his  original 
nature  destined  for  immortality;  and  that  the  divine  pro- 
nlise  of  a  future  deliverer,  inspiring  a  strong  assurance  of 
mercy,  must  have  produced  an  bumble  but  confident  hope* 
in  every  pious^  reflecting  and  believing  mind,  of  being 
ultimately  restored  to  this  privilege  of  ijniiBort^lity.  This 
interpretation  of  the  Sacred  History  is  justified  by  the  most 
respectable  authorities  antient  and  modem.  The  Targum  of 
Onkelos,  though  it  retains  in  Gen.  i.  SO.  the  original  expres* 
sion,  common  to  men  and  inferior  anim^tls,  of  a  living  soul ; 
3'et,  in  Gen.  ii.  7.,  sulxititutes  the  eicpnession,  of  a  spirit 
enjoying  the  capacity  of  speech,'  h^^dd  TTH^,  and  the 
Arabic  version  renders  the  same  verse,  "  And  Adam 
"  was  made  a  rational  souK:'*  thus  shewing  Ijow  strongly 
Ihese  translators  felt  the  reasonableness  of  distinguishing 
the  principle  of  life  in  man  and  inferior  animals.  And  in 
this  distinctiop,  the  Targum  of  Jonathan  B.  Uziel  concurs 
with  the  Targum  of  Onkelos,  in  adopting  the  same  expres^ 
sion  in  Gen,  ii.  7.  Vide  Biblia  Polyglotta  Waltoni. 

"  It  is  not  to  be  doubted,^  (says  Pert-erius)  "  that  from  th  se 
*'  few  words,  in  wh?ch  Moses  has  related  the  creation  of  a 
"  rational  spirit,  it  may  be  proved  that  the  soul  i^  immortal ; 

"  vvhich 
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and  ibbat  man  tbecame^  living  soul;  Wjs 
cannot    m^ch    dbsent    from    those    conjr 

'<  wbich  Moses,  has  frequently  intimated  both  in  this  and  his 
other  books ;"  and  Rivettis  on  this  passage,  disputes  at  large 
on  the  immortality  of  the  soul.  S.  Method,  Conviv,  ftrg.p, 
75 J  jmsertSj  '^  It  is  false  doctrine,  that  the  itnmoi*tal  substance 
*'  of  the  mind,  which  god  himself  breathed  into  us,  was  ge- 
'*  nerated  along  with  the  mortal  and  frail  substance  of  the 
*'  body."  Cyrill  Alex,  de  Adprat.  Lib.  x.  Vol.1,  pi  356, 
and  Conopneni.  in  Joan,  Lib.  v.  p.  471,  resolves  the  immor- 
tatity  of  tlie  soul  "  into  the  virtue  and  support  of  the  dhrine 
"  breath  breathed  into  roan.'*  "  Man,''  says  llieodoret  and 
several  of  tlie  ancient  fathers,  must  be  certainly  admitted  to 
"  a  noble  share  of  divine  intelligence  and  ideas,  since  these 
**  were  a  privilege  breathed  into  him  by  bis  Maker  at  his 
'*  creation,  a  dignity  and  eminence  of  nature  superior' to 
'' that  of  all  other  animals." 

The  expression  of  the  image  of  god  also  plainly*  implies 
the  idea  of  the  souPs  immortality^  according  to  the  best  com- 
mentators. Abarbihel  explains  it  to  mean  "  an  approach 
"  to  the  divine  likeness  in  understanding,  freedom  of  choice^ 
'*  spirituality  and  immortality,*'  And  Tei^tullian  contra 
Marcion,  cap.  ix.  "  Habept  illas  ubique  Uneas  det,  qua  m- 
*'  mortalis  anima,  qua  libera,  et  sui  arbitrii,  qua  prescia  ple- 
"  nimqye,x]uarationalis,.capax  intellectus  et  scientiee."  Va- 
tahlus  and  Pxiulits  Fagius  make  this  image  to  consist  "  in 
"  immortality,  innocency,  holiness,  and  the  other  perfec- 
•'  tion?  of  the  soul,  as  well  as  in  man's  dominion  over  inferior 
"  animals.'*  The  Icarned^nd  judicious  Edwaids,  in  his  sur- 
vey of  the  various  Methods  of.  Religion,  Vol.  L  p.  13  and 
17,  observes,  "Besides  the  dominion.over  the  creatures,  and 
"  soipethipg  in  the  outward  mai\,  the  image  of  God  consists 
*•  chiefly  in  the  soul :  iirst,  as  this  part  of  us  is  qf  an  imma- 
"  terial  and  spiritual  nature,  and  such  is  God,  "  he  is  a 
"  spirit,**  John>  iv.  24.  Again,  the  soul  of  man  is  immortal, 
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meoHoLtoTSf  who  3C0»ceive  the  fereaft  of  life 
thus  immediately  derived  from  God,  pv- 
todk  of  die  immofftidity  of  iti  diving  -Author, 
wd  ihat  idxe  Jtivfcg  .^o^l  which  m^  thus 
acquiced,  deserved  ti[i^t  tiUe  mucji  snore  en[H« 
senliy  tiban  the  animating  principle  pf  any 
of  the  hmtc  creation,  mH  ^f  vhi^  arg  de- 
scribed as^  fiHVQcd  ivith  3ucli  different  viaw% 
and  sharing  bo  inferior  a  dogre^  of  their 
Creator's  £sivour.  And  fin^ly»  ^  |>rove 
clearly  that  man  \vb6  jorigijaaUy  iiitend^4  ^ 
immortality,  we  axe  tM  that  the  tr^  of 
fife  was  placed  in  the  midst  of  IJie  gardt^n; 
\vbose  efficacy  was  auoh,  that  if  main  wa^ 
permitted  to '  take  of  it,  he  woi*ld  Itm  for 
Qoer.  Cin  it  be  denied  that  these  ^a^ngetf 
siuggest  some  ifltelHgibTe^  hiiiit  of  iaiitiioptal 
life,  somt  idea  at  least  of  tlie  caf  fecity  of 

"^^M  therein  is  6od'^  iws^  ^an^  represea^tiop.  T;hi^  ia,- 
"  deed  follows  upon  the  forna^iBr  ^aljty  ;  it  bping  immaterial 
*'  and  incorporeal,  it  must  needs  be  in  its  own  nature  rnccir- 
'^roplibia;  hecein  liie  signa^iy.  irewinblc  *ke  J^eit}^  And 
'' .therefore  it  is  rjgbtly  asserl^d  by  St.  Au^stin,  that  bp- 
"  cause  of  the  immortality  if*  the  soul^  though  not  only  for 
<<^  that,  man  is'saM  to  be  made^fterOod^s  image.'''  ^ide 
s^so  fjayior'.s  rSche^ne^of  '^ripture  Dit iwty, ,  jrfi.  f .  ^bi^  tbroe 
last  paragraphs,  which  express  the  sanje  sentiments.  Vide 
also  Poli  Synopsit,  l*atrick  and  BiWiotheca  ©ibliqa  oa 
Qm^.  i.  26,  and  ii.  7. 
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the  human  scml  to  enjoy  an  eternal  escist^ 
ence. 

It   win   be   said,  all  this   relates  to  the 
state  of  man  before  his  fall^   but  that  by 
this  fatal  transgression,  the  hope  of  immor- 
tality was  totally  cut  off,  and  eternal  death 
the  melancholy  dvX>m  which   every  human 
being  must  look  to  b»  the  closer  of  his  ex- 
istence;    Now  to  me  the  sacred  narrative 
seems   to  imply   the  very  contrary  condu- 
sicni^  and  to  hold  out  to  penitent  man  the 
hope,  that  notwithstanding  his  privil^e  of 
enjoying  eternal   hfe  in  this  present  worlds 
wast  withdrawn;  he  yet  might  hope  for  the 
continuance  or  the  renewal  of  his  existence 
m  another  state.     It  may  be  remarked,  tlmt 
the    very   words   of  the   curse    denounced 
against  h|m  by  his  offended  God>-]n  which,  if 
any  where,  this  awful  doom  would  be  declared, 
seems  not  at  all  to  convey  it.     Man  had 
^en  described  originally  cpnsisting  of  two 
distmct  parts;    he  was  formed  of  the  dust 
of  the  earth,  ^'  and  God  breathed  into  his 
'^  nostrils  the  breath  of  life,   and  man  be- 
"  came  a  living  soul.**    Now  to  the  former 
part,   and   to    the  former   part  alone  does 

the 
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the  letter  of  the  curse  confine  itself*  **  In 
"  the  sweat  of  thy  face,**  says  the  divine 
Judge  to  fallen  Adam,  ^'  shak  thou  eat 
*^  bread,  till  thou  return  unto  tho  ground, 
**for  out  of  it  wast  thou  taken;  for  dust 
^'  thou  art,  and  unto  dust  shalt  thou  return.*" 
Here  the  dissolution  of  the  bodily  frame, 
and  its  return  to  its  original  dust,  is  the 
only  thing  menaced;  the  extinction  of 
that  breath  of  life  which  God  had  inspired, 
the  destruction  of  that  living  soul,  which 
man  had  been  described  as  possessing,  b 
not  so  much  as  hinted  at 

But  if  from  the  letter  we  direct  our  at- 
tention to  ^e  spirit  of  the  narrative,  this  con* 
elusion  seems  to  acquire  irresistable  strength. 
Jt  is  admitted,  that  in  the  very  condemna- 
tion of  deluded  man,  his  heavenly  Judge 
tempered  the  severity  of  justice  with  mercy, 
and  guarded  against  that  despair,  which 
would  have  extinguished  the  vital  principle  * 
of  virtue ;  by  giving  assurance  of  a  deli- 
verer to  spring  from  the  seed  of  the  wo- 
man, who  shoidd  bruise  the  head,  (that  is, 

subdue 

♦  Vide  Sherlock  on  the  Use  Md  lutent  of  Kophecy,  Dis. 
r^urse  III.  p.  60. 
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subdue  the  power  itnd  j^Bish  ithe  *w%^ 
mty)  Qf  the  aeffpent  who  h^d  ^d^H^wJ  thcpp. 
K  we  ^ik  thie  dime  ins,titM.t^on  *  of  fiiji/5 
c;ifioe,  at  tbi^  crisis,  which  is  wrdy  tb« 
inos^  ijation^l  interpretatic^n  of  the  n^rrdtive 
CQucieruing  the  be^te  daia  ^^j,? ^i^ly.^ftpr 
tfee  fell;  and  of  the  saqfifiqe^of  C^faii  aiid  AheJ; 
i|  will  foUow,  th*4;  the  wryfnp4e  m  whicj^ 
this  dehyer^Dce  i^uld  be  e£^ied^  w^  x^ 
ixUhtmctly  pointed  mt:  wen  th»t  Go4 
vrmid  accept  ihe  life  of  the  grfi^t  ScMarifiop, 
whipfa  the  sacf ifices  now  inatitut#d  prel^re^, 
as  a  substitute  for  ib^  hle^  fwl  ^^  atone- 
ment for  the  Sim  of  auan. 

But  whetber  Admi  w^  or  coujid  not  coa- 
ceire  the  particular  »iode  in  which  it  wa$  to 
be  effected,  he  certainly  cherished  a  $ur§  hope^ 
of  future  ddiverance.  Now  let  pie  ask, 
what  hope  could  h^  have  cherishe<J,  if  he 
omoeived  jof  death  as  the  final  extinction 
of  hifs  iieing?  If  i^tern^l  «t^nihil^tioin  was 
his  own  £ate,  whai;  consolation  could  he 
deiwe  from  &e  promiflf  flf  ^.  future  deli^ 

verer? 

♦  Vide  on  this  subject,  Taylor^s  Scheme  of  Scripture  Di- 
yjnity*  ,<;hap.  i^Vj  ^<1  Ij^-  Mage's  ^sccon^  Sernjon  on  Sa- 
crifice and  Atonement,  with  the  notes.  '^. 
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verer?   What  mixture  o^  hope  would  have 
remained,   to  sustain   the  energy  of  virtue, 
had  he  conceived  of  that  death,  which  in- 
evitably awaited  him   and  all  his   posterity, 
as  a  total  extinction  of  bein^?     I  contend, 
therefore,  that  the  very  history  of  the  crea- 
tion and   fall   of  man,    not  only  suggested 
the  idea,    and   gave   an  intelligible  hint  of 
a  future    state,    but  \vas   calculated  to    in- 
spire every  serious  and  pious  miml  with  an 
humble  but   assured  hope,    that   they   were 
in    the    hands  of  a  merciful  Judge,    who, 
though  he  thought  it  necessary  to  remove 
them  from  this  world,  by  a  corporeal  disso- 
lution,   would    yet   preserve  that  breath  of 
life,   that  living  soul  which  he  had  himself 
inspired,    and   which  had  been  formed  after 
the  im^ge    of  God,  from  total  annihilation 
and  eternal  death. 

Such  seems  to  have  been  the  conclusion 
naturally  suggested  by  the  history  of  the 
fall;  but  this  conclusion  must  have  derived 
great  additional  clearness  and  strength,  from 
the  circumstances  attending  the  very  first 
instance  of  death  inflicted  upon  man,  com- 
bined  Avith    the  knowledge    of   the  divine 
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attributes   which   revelation  and  experience 
had  supplied. 

They  saw,  when  •'  Cain  *  brought  of  the 
"  fruit  of  the  ground,  an  offering  to  the 
"  Lord,  and  Abel  he  also  brought  of  the 
"  firstlings  of  his  flock  and  of  the  fat  there- 
"  of:  and  the  Lord  had  respect  unto  Abel 
*'  and  his  offering,  but  unto  Cain  and  to 
"his  offering  lie  had  not  respect:  and 
**  Cain  was  very  wroth,  and  his  counte-* 
**  nance  fell'*  God  pointed  out  the  unrea^ 
sonableness  of  this  wrath.  "  For  the  Lord 
**  said  unto  Cain,  why  art  thou  wroth,  and 
"  why  is  thy  countenance  fallen  ?  If  thou 
"  doest  well,  shalt  thou  not  be  accepted? 
"  And  if  thou  doest  not  well,  sin  lieth  at 
"  the  door.**  But  no  admonition  could  cor» 
rect  the  moroseness  of  his  malignity,  **  for 
•*  it  came  to  pass  when  they  were  in  the 
"  field,  Cain  rose  up  against  Abel  hb  bro* 
"  ther,  and  slew  him*''  Immediately  divine 
justice  arraigns  the  murderer,  and  pronounces 
his  condemnation:  for  God  said,  "What 
"hast  thou  done?  The  voice  of  thy  bro- 
"  thefs    blood    crieth    unto    me   from    the 

ground, 
♦  G^netis,  iv. 
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*^  ground;  and  now  art  thou  cursed  from 
•*  the  earth,  which  hath  opened  her  mouth 
•*  to  receive  thy  brother's  blood  from  thy 
"hand.  When  thou  tilleM^  the  ground,  it 
"  shall  not  henceforth  yield  unto  thee  her 
'^  strength^  a  fugitive  and  a  vagabond  shalt 
"  thou  be  upon  the  earth." 

Yet  the  severity  of  the  divine  justice  was 
tempered  with  mercy:  when  the  wretched 
criminal  deprecates  the  infliction  of  his  punish- 
ment as  "  greater  than  he  could  bear,"  and 
distracted  by  the  horrors  of  conscience^ 
views  in  every  hmnan  being  an  avenger 
eager  to  retaliate  hi$  cruelty  on  himself; 
exclaiming,  **  it  sluiU  come  to  pass  that 
**  every  one  wljio  findeth  me  shall  slay  me." 
God  mercifblly  assured  him  his  life  should 
be  protected,  and  Sjets  a  mark  upon  him^ 
lest  any  finding  him  should  kiH  him.  He 
is  indeed  banished  from  the  sacred  jipot, 
where  the  immediate  presence  of  the  Lord 
displayed  its  glory;  but  yet  abundant  time 
is  afforded  him  for  repentance,  his  life  is 
protracted,  and  we  find  his  iamily  flourish* 
iikg  and  numerous.:  This  is  entirely  confor* 
mabte  to  our  ideas  of  the  divine  attributes. 

But 
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But  contemplate  the  fate  of  Abel,  and  let 
us  consider  what  would  hacvef  been  its  tt- 
feet  upon  the  mind  of  every  humati  being, 
if  fliey  conceived  death  was  total  antihila* 
tion.  He  perished  •In  consequence  of  his 
acting  in  a  manner  cottfbrrtiable  to  the 
will,  and  acceptable  in  the  sight  of  d'od. 
^By  faith,''  says  the  Apostle,*  ''  Abel  of- 
''^fered  unto  God  a  more  acteptabte  skcri- 
"  fice  than  Cain;  by  which  he  obtkiiied 
"  witness  that  he  was  rightebus,  G6d  testi- 
'^  fying  of  his  gifts,  and  by  it,  he  being' 
^'  dead,  yet  Speateth.''  ^hlatr  is  the  plain 
meaning  of  the  Apostle's  declaration?  This" 
assuredly^^  that  the  death  6f  Abel  speakefli 
the  immortality  of  the  soul,  ill  langUag^e  too 
plain  tp  be  misunderstood.  Nor  can  We 
conceive  that  the*  circiinistsanees  aittending 
tliis  first  inflictibh  6f^  dea^'  upon  man, 
could  liave  been  ordered  ^hy  Providence,  so 
as  to  tekify  more  jilainTy' tliis  great  truth 
of  a  '  future"  state  of  ■recompence,  had' 
this'  been'  the  sole  purpose  fbr^  ^\^hich  they  f 
were  designed?  To  conceive  thJit  a  just 
and   merciful  *G  6a    sliould  'bpehly    approve 

the 

•  *  Heb.  xi.  4. 
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the  sacrifice  of  Abel,  and  yet  permit  him,  iir 
•consequence  of  that  very   action,    to  suffer 
a  cruel  death,  *  which  put  a  final  period  to 
VOL.  II.  T  his 

*  Thi«  transaction  has  been  viewed  in  the  same  light  by 
some  very  respectable  commentators.  Paul  us  Pagius  ob- 
serves, "  His  blood  poured  forth,  witnesses  that  you  put 
*'  him  to  death.  Let  this  comfort  the  pious,  who  are  slain 
"  for  their  justice,  that  they  still  live  with  God,  and  are  his 
"  chief  care."  Vide  Poli  Synopsis.  Taylor,  p.  102, 
observes,  *'  The  Patriarchs  before  and  after  Job,  and  the 
"  Israelites  before  Christ,  had  a  notion  of  a  future  state.  By 
"  sacrifices  was  plainly  shewn,  that  a  way  was  open  to  the 
"  divine  favor  and  acceptance,  and  the  favor  of  God  im- 
'*  ports  happiness,  which  to  Abel  who  was,  for  that  very 
"  reason  because  he  was  accepted  of  God,  unjustly  slain, 
'*  could  be  only  in  ^  future  state;  Heb,  xi.  4.  and  dying oa 
*'  account  of  that  faith,  "  he  yet  speaketh"  an  invisible  fu- 
**  ture  state  of  reward.  The  translation  of  Enoch  and  Elijah 
**  in  two  distant  ages,  were  well  known  demonstrations  of  a 
"  future  state  of  reward  and  glory.  The  Jews  were  certainly 
"  acquainted  with  Ood,  and  angels,  and  heaven,  wher^ 
*' both  resided.  Gen.  xxii.  11.,  and  the  connexion  between 
•'this  world  and  heaven,  by  the  ministry  of  angels,  was 
"  clearly  represented  to  Jacob,  Gen.  xxviii.  12.;  they  must 
"  therefore  have  a  notion  of  another  and  a  better  world.*' 
Vide  Taylor's  Scheme,  ch.  xxiv.  p.  102. 

Jx  is  likewise  remarkable,  that  the  Pelagians  turned  the 
death  of  Abel  to  an  argument  that  there  was  no  evil  in 
death,  because  it  conveyed  him,  and  does  all  such,  to  a 
more  happy  and  glorious  state;  the  fallacy  of  which  St. 
Augustin  exposes,  by  distinguishing  between  the  act,  which 
was  that  of  murder  in  Cain,  and  the  consequence,  which 
was  martyrdom  in  Abel.  St.  Augustini  Opus  imperfect, 
contra  Julian,  Lib,  VI.  Tom.  x.  col.   1355,     Doddridge 

also  , 
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Tiis  existence;  while  his  murdexer,  whom 
the  s^ame  God  openly  condemned,  was  yet 
permitted  to  live.  All  this  is  so  monstrous, 
so  contradictory  to  the  divine  attribute^, 
as    to    prove    beyond    possibility    of  doubt, 

that 

also  interprets  the  words  '^  being  dead  yet  speaketh/'  as  re- 
ferring to  the  testimony  borne  as  it  were  to  a  future  state, 
by  his  story ,^  &c.  Vide  his  Family  Expositor  on  Hebrews^ 
xi.  4.     But  perhaps  the  most  decisive  testimony  is  that  of 
Philo^  who  in  his  tract  on  the  subject  of  the  evil  plotting 
against  the  good,  comments  on  the  death  of  Abel  at  large, 
and  amongst  other  things  observes,  "  Abel,  (paradoxical  as 
*'  it  may  appear)  though  cut  off  lives ;  he  is  cut  off  in 
**  the  judgment  of  the  unwise,  but  he  lives  in  God  a  life 
"  of  bliss,  and  this  the  divine  oracle  attests,  for  it  expressly 
"  declares,  he  cries  out  against  the  criminal  by  whom  he 
"  suffered :  but  if  he  no  longer  existed,  how  could  be  thus 
"  cry  out?     Thus  the  wise  man  who  appears  deprived  of 
'/  this  mortal  life,  lives  an  immortal  one ;  but  the  wicked 
''  man  living  in  guilt,  is  with  respect  to  that  blessed  life, 
"  dead,''  &c.  VidePhilonis  Opera,  p.  127,  Letter  c.  Vide  also 
my  learned  friend,"  the  Rev.  Peter  Roberts'  note  on  this  pas- 
sage, in  his  very  useful  Work  on  the  Harmony  of  the  Epis- 
tles, p.  505.  He  observes,  *'  that  the  words  of  God,  Gen.  iv. 
"  6  and  7,  probably  gave  rise  to  a  dispute  about  the  justi<;e 
"  of  God,  which  Abel's  insisting  on,  was  with  such  an  evil 
"  disposition  as  Cain's,  likely  to  provoke  the  fatal  reseht- 
'^  ment  that  followed.  In  this  opinion  the  Jewish  comments 
"  agree,  and  the  examples  of  a  faith  which  was  maintained 
"  to  death,  being  a  lesson  to  posterity,  it  is  no  hard  strain- 
"  ing  of  language  to  say,  that  Abel  preaches  or  speaks  still 
'•  to  us  of  the  purity  and  firmness  of  his  faith  in  a  future 
"  life;  because  as  to  this  life,  all  his  hopes  and  interest  va- 
*'  nished,  the  moment  i^  which  he  risqued  the  loss  gf  the 
"  present." 
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that  this  event  was  permitted  to  take  place, 
partly  in  order  to  shew  that  death  was  not  a 
final  extinction  of  being,  but  on  the  con- 
trary a  passage  from  this  world  to  another, 
where  th6  righteous  should  be  recompensed 
for  their  adherence  to  the  will  of  their 
heavenly  father  in  opposition  to  suffering 
and  death,  by  a  sure  and  eternal  reward. 

In  the  next  chapter  another  fact  is^  re- 
jcovdtdj  which  surely  conveys  an  intelligible 
hint  of  another  state  of  existence;  by  giv-^ 
ing  an  instance  of  one  mortal,  distinguish- 
ed for  piety,  being  translated  to  that  state* 
without  passing  through  death.  For  we 
are  told  of  Enoch,  f  "  that  he  walked 
^*  with  God^  and  he  was  not,  for  God  took 
T  2  .       ''  him." 

*  Thbs  is  the  clear  intepretation  established  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  Apostle.  By  others  the  original  has  been 
difierently  explained :  "  he  did  not  appear/'  or  "  was  not 
fonod/'  say  the  Samaritan  and  the  Septuagint  Versions. 
The  Syriac,  "  he  ceased  to  be:'*  the  Arabic,  "  he  died.'* 
The  Targum  of  Onkelos  indeed  asserts,  "  he  did  not  appear, 
and  God  did  not  cause  him  to  die :"  but  all  unite  in  declar- 
ing that  God  took  him;  and  the  direct  declaration  of  this 
will  establish  a  future  state  with  equal  clearness,  even  if  he 
passed  through  death.  This  fact  must  therefore  have  sug-^ 
ge^ted  an  intelligible  hint  qf  a  future  state  from  the  first,  how- 
ever interpreted.     Vide  Biblia  Polyglotta  Waltoni. 

f  Genesis,  v.  24. 
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'*  him.''  It  has  been  said,  *  that  this  fact 
is  related  \vith  a  studied  obscurity  and  bre- 
vity, as  if  to  conceal  the  idea  of  another 
life;  but  this  is  surely  an  unfounded  infe- 
rence. At  is  related  ift  exactly  the  same 
stile  *an<I  manner  as  every  other  fact,  in  this 
part  of  the  patriarchal  history;  and  it  is 
so  pkin^  that  the  only  possible  way  of  con- 
cealing or  obscuring  the  information  it  con- 
tains, would  be  entirely  to  suppress  the 
fact,  tnough  is  told  to  justify  the  obser- 
vation of  the  Apostle,  f  "  By  faith  Enoch 
**  was  translated  *  that  he  should  not  see 
^  death,  and  was  not  found,  because  God 
^*  had  translated  him ;  for  before  his  trans- 
''  lation  he  had  this  testimony,  that  he 
**  pleased  God."  And  the  inference  of  the 
author  of  Ecclesiasticus,  :};  **  Enoch  pleased 
'-  the  Lord  and  was  translated,  being  an 
*^  example  of  repentance  to  all  generations.** 
The  next  circumstance  I  shall  notice  in 
tlie  history  of  the  Patriarchs,  is  the  com- 
mand of  God  to  Abrahaiti  to  sacrifice  his 
sou  Isaac.     As    to  the   purport  and  jobject 

of 

*  Vide  Warburton,  Book  V.  sect.  v.  subs.  ii.  V.  4.  p.  322. 
••  Hebrew,  xi.  Jf.  J  Eccles.  xli?.  16. 
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of  this  commanc^  I  adopt  with  the  greatest 
pleasure  th^  opioiCH^t'  of  the  learned  Warbur* 
toHj*  who  with  equal  ingenttity  aiidr  trutii, 
(as  appears  to  me)  hds  proved,  that  when 
God  says  to  Abraham,  "  Take  now'  thy 
"  son,  thine  only  son  Isaac,"  &e. .  Tlie  com- 
,  "  mand  is  merely  an  information  by  actioji 
**  instead  of  words,  of  the  great  Orifice 
"of  Christ  for  the  redemption  of  mankind, 
"given  at  the  earnest  request  of  Abraliam, 
"  who  longed  impatiently  to  see  Christ's 
"  day ;  and  is  that  passage  of  sacred  his- 
"  tory  referred  to  by  our  Lord,  when  he 
"says  to  the  nnbdieving  Jews,  ."  Yourfa- 
"  ther  Abraham  rejoiced  to  see  my  day, 
"  and  be  saw  it  and  was  glad."  To  thist 
able  writer  I  refer,  for  the  proof  of  this 
being  the  true  explanation  of  this^  contest- 
ed passage;  and  I  catirely  agree  with  hhtl 
in  the  consequences .  he  deduces  from  it. 
t  "  Two  great  ends,"  says  he,  "  se.em  td 
"  be  gained  by  this  interpretation;  the  one 
"  to  free  the  command  from  .a  supposed 
"violation    of  natural    law,    the   other    to 

"  support 

*  Vide  Dirine  Leg.  Book  VI.  sect.  v. ;  the  very  satisfac- 
tory dissertation  on  the compnandto sacrifice  Isaac, 
t  IWd.  Book  VI.  sect.  v.  V.  5.  p.  223. 
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"  support  the  connexion  and  depcndancc 
'*  between  the  two  revelations;  for  this  in- 
^*  terpretation  makes  the  history  of  the  com- 
"  mand  a  direct  prophecy  of  Christ,  as  the 
"  redeemer  of  the  world/' 

I  have  introduced  this  part  of  the  sapred 
history,  for  the  purpose  of  quoting  another 
part  of  this  learned  writer's  reasoning  on 
this  passage,  which  appears  important  on 
the  present  subject.  "  Of  the  principal  rea- 
**  son  of  this  command,"  says*  he,  *  "  the 
"  word«  of  Jesus  are  a  convincing  proof, 
"  nay  I  might  go  further,  and  say,  this  is 
*^  not  the  only  place  where  the  true  reason 
"of  the  command  is  plainly  hinted  at  The 
"  author  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews, 
"  speaking  of  this  very  command,  says, 
**  By  faith  Abraham  when  he  was  tried^ 
'*  offered  up  Isaac,  accounting  that  God 
*fwas  able  to  raise  him  up  even  from  the 
"dead;  from  which  also  he  rccjeived  him 
"  in  a  figure,  en  hapaboah,  in  a  parable,  a 
"  mode  of  information  either  by  words  or 
"  actions,  which  consists  in  putting  one 
"  thing  for  another.     Now,  in  a  writer  who 

"  regarded 
*  WaVburton,  Div,  Leg.  V.  5.  p.  238. 
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*  regarded  this  commanded  action  as  a  re- 

*  presentative  infonnation  of  the  redemption 
^  of  mankind.  Nothing  could  be  more  fine 
^  or  easy  than  this  ex^p^-ession;    for  though 

*  Abraham  did  not  indeed  receive  Isaac 
'  restored  to  Hfe,  after  a  real  dissolution, 
'  yet  the  son  being  in  this  action  to  re- 
^  pi-esent  Chiist  suffering  death  for  the  sins 
^  of  die  world;  when  the  father  brought 
^  him  safe  .from  Mount  IMoriah,  after  three 

*  days,    during    which    the  son    was   in   a 

*  state  of  condemnation  to  death,  (the  fa- 
^  ther)  plainly  received  him,  under  the  cha- 
'  racter  of  Christ's  representative,  as  re- 
^  stored  from  the  de^d.  For  as  hi^  being 
'  brought  to  the  Mount,  there  bound  and 
^  laid  upon  the  altar,  figured  the  death  and 
'sufferings  of  Clu-ist;  so  his  being  taken 
'  from  thence  alive,  as  properly  figured  Christ's 

*  resurrection  from  tlie  dead.  With  the 
'  highest    propriety   therefore   and   elegance 

*  of  speech,  might  Abraham  be  said  to  re- 

*  ceive  Isaac  from  the  dead  in  a  parable 
'  or  representation." 

Adopting   this .  (as   appears   to    me)  just 
and  ingenious  explanation  of  this  piece  of 

sacred 
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sacred  history,  it  is  obvious,  and  indeed  is 
confessed  by  this  learned  wtiter,  tliat  the 
doctrine  of  a  resurrection  to  life,  even  of 
Christ's  resurrection,  must  have  been  known 
to  Abraham  and  Isaac,  as  well  as  to  their 
families.  Can  we  then  suppose  so  impor- 
tant a  truth  would  have  been  by  them  sup- 
pressed? No,  it  was  assuredly  communicat- 
ed from  them  to  the  succeeding  Patriarchs, 
and  formed  the  support  of  their  virtue  and* 
the  source  of  their  consolation,  through  all 
the  sorrows  and  sufferings  of  their  e;v^ent- 
ful  Kves.  True  it  is,  the  peculiar  purposes 
of  the  divine  economy  did  not  permit  the 
Jewish  Lawgiver  to  employ  it  as  the  sanc- 
tion of  his  Laws,  which  were  to  be  en- 
forced by  an  immediate  extraordinary  Pro- 
vidence, and  therefore  he  was  not  allowed 
to  promulgate  it  so  plainly,  as  to  make  it 
a  direct  article  of  the  popular  creed ;  but  it 
was^  intimated  with  sufficient  clearness  to 
be  discernible  to  minds  of  a  superior  class, 
capable  of  reflectidtil,  and  adapted  to 
rise  to  greater  heights  of  piety,  exhibit 
bright  examples  of  virtue,  and  prepare  the 
way  for  the  full  manifestation  of  the  coun- 
sels 
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aeb  and  the  mercies  of  God,  by  that  Jesus, 
the  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  whose  suf- 
ferings and  resurrection,  for  the  redemption 
and  justification  of  man,  the  remarkable 
transaction  we  have  been  now  considering, 
so  plainly  represented  and  prefigured^ 

But  to  establish  the  fact,  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  Patriarchs  was  influenced  by" 
the  prospect  of  a  future  Ufe,  I  should  choose 
to  rely  on  an  authority  superior  to  that  of 
any  article  of  mere  human  composition,  even 
the  authority  of  the  Apostle  to  the  Hebrews, 
who  has  distinctly  stated  and  clearly  illus- 
^ated  this  position.  *  '*  By  faith,"  says  he, 
*^  Abraham,  when  he  was  called  to  go  up 
**  into  a  place  which  he  should  after  re- 
^^ceive  for  an  inheritance,  obeyed,  and  be 
^*  went  out,  not  knowing  whither  he  went 
^^  By  faith  he  sojourned  in  the  land  of  pro- 
*' mise  as  in,  a  strange  country,  dwelling  in 
^*  tabernacles  \vith  Isaac  and  Jacob,  the 
**  heirs  with  him  of  the  same  promise;  for 
^*  he  lopked  for  a  city  which  hath  founda- 
**  tions,  whose  builder  and  maker  is  God." 
A^nd    again    speaking    of    the    Patriarchs, 


''  These 


*  Heb.  xi.  8. 
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"  These  all,  (says  the  Apostle)  died  in 
**  faith,  not  having  received  the  promises, 
**  but  having  seen  them  afar  off;  and  were 
*^ persuaded  of  them,  and  confessed  that- 
*'  they  were  strangers  and  pilgrims  upon 
"  earth.  For  they  that  say  such  things  de- 
"  clarc  plainly  that  they  seek  a  country; 
•*  and  tmly  if  tliey  hstd  been  mindful  of 
"  that  country  from  whence  they  came  out, 
i  **  they  might  Mve  had  opportunity  to  have 
"  returned ;  but  now  they  desire  a  better 
"  country,  that  is,  an  heavenly :  wherefore 
"  God  is  not  ashamed  to  be  called  *  their 
*'  God,  for  he  hath  prepared  for  them  a 
*'  city." 

In    this     passage    the    Apostle     plainly 
lefers   to    the    remarkable    declaration     of 

Jacob 

*  Oti  this  subject  Witsius,  in  his  CCcooomia  Foederam, 
Lib.  III.  cap.  ii.  Sect.  v.  p.  262.  observes,  "  When  God  de- 
"  clarps  himself  a  God  to  any,  it  includes  eternal  life ;  for 
''  :vvhea  Qod  from  his  free  grace  gives  himself  to  man,  he 
**  gives  him  every  thing,  for  in  himself  he  is  every  thing; 
*'  man  therefore  finds  in  him  a  shield  against  all  evil,  and 
''  an  exceeding  great  reward,"  (according  to  the  promise  td^ 
"  Abraham,  Gen.  xy.  1.) ;  and  what  more  can  he  desir§  to 
"  secure  full  and  perfect  happiness,  which  includes  eter^* 
"  nity  ?  Whence  the  Apostle  joins  these  two,  Hebrews,  xi. 
"  16.  'f  Now  God  is  not  ashamed  to  be  called  their  God^  for 
"  he  hath  prepared  for  them  a  city." 
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Jacob  to  Pharaoh,   when  that  monarch  en* 
quired  from  the  venerable  Patriarch,  *  *^  ho^ 
*^  old  art  thou?"  "  And  he  answered,  "  the 
**  d4ys  of  the  years   of  nly  pilgrimage  are 
"an    hundred   and   thirty  years;    few  and 
"evil  have  the    days  of  the  years  of  my 
"  life   been,    and  I    have    not    attained    to 
"  the   days   of  the  years  of  my  fathers,  in 
"  the  days  of  their  pilgrimage."     In  truth, 
had  there    been    no  state  of  existence  be- 
yond the  present  life,  this  Patriarch  would 
have  received  very  inadequate  proofs  of  that 
distinguished  favour,  with  the  hope  of  which 
Ood  encouraged   him,    when  in    the  vision 
at  Beersheba,  he   declared  himself  f  "  the 
"  God  of  his  father  Abraham  and  of  Isaac, 
"  and  that  he  would  give  the  land  where- 
"  on  he  lay,  to  him  and  to  his  seed;    and 
"  that  in   his   seed  all  tlie   families  of  the 
"  earth  should  be  blessed."     Nor  was  this 
all;     to   the    promise    of    this    public    dis-^ 
tinction  and  general  blessing  was  added  a 
promise  of  personal  favour  and  protection; 
*^  and  bfehold,    sa-ith   God,   I  am  with  thee 
^'and  will  keep  thee,  in  all  places  whither 

'f  thou 

t  pene$is>  xlvii.  9.  f  IWd.  xxviii.  li. 
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''  tiiou   goe&t^   and  will    brmg   tbee.   ugm. 
*^iato  this ^ land;  for  I  will  not  tea^e*  ttei^i 
"imtil  I    have    done  that    whitthrl    haxt 
*'spokai  to    thee  of."     This   protoiw  was 
certainly   fuUiUed    to    a   certaux  degree;  in 
tiie.  preservation  of  the  Patriarch   and   his 
femily,  during  his  cveiiitftl  history;  yet  the 
life  of   Jacob  was    undoubtedly  embitteiibd 
from  the  very  beginning  with  disappointment 
and    sorrow:  *  from    bis    twenty    years  of 
exile  and  laborious  servitude  under  Labon, 
the   terror    of  his  brother's  vengeance^  the 
violent  .  passions    and    great   misconduct  of 
his  children, .  the  premature  death  of  his  be- 
loved wife  Rachael,    the   early   loss    of  his 
favourite   child    Joseph,   which   so   afflicted 
him,  that  f  '*  he  refused   to  be  comforted, 
''  saying,  I  will   go   down  into   the    grave^ 
"  Unto    my    son,    mourning;"    the    anxiety 
which  the    apprehension    of   famine    most 
have  excit^,  and  his  stiU  greater  terror  at 
the  apprehended    loss:  of  Benjamin,   which 
wrung  ftom   hhn   .this    pathetic   complaint 
unto  his  remaining  sons;  |  ^^  Me  have  ye 

"  bereaves! 

♦  Vi4e  from  Genesis,  chap,  xxviii,  to  chap.  1. 
f  Ibid  x^vii.  35.  X  ^^^^'  xl"«  ^^«  and  s/^c^ 
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*  bereaved  of  my  children,  Joseph  is  nol^ 
**  and'  Simeon  is  not,  and  ye  will  take  Ben-* 
*' jamin  away;  ^11  these  tilings  are  against 
*'  me/'  And  when  Reuben  undertook  for 
his  security,  how  melancholy  the  perseve- 
rance of  his  refusal!  "  My  son  shall  not 
**  go  down  with  3?ou,  for  his  brother  is 
^^dead,  and  he  is  left  atone;  if  mischief 
^*  befid  him  by  tl^  way  in  which  ye  go, 
^*  then  shall  ye  bring  down  my  grey  hairs 
*•  with  sorrow  to  the  grave*''  And  when  at 
length  die  pressure  of  famine  compelled 
his  assent,  how  strongly  does  the  solemnity 
of  his  parting  benedictioai  bespeak  the  an- 
guish of  his  heart?  "  Take  your  |irotiier 
^-  and  arise,  go  again  unto  the  man,  and 
^  God  Almighty  give  you  mercy  before  the 
**  ipan,  that  he  may  send  away  your  other 
**  brother  and  Benjamin :  if  I  am  bereaved 
^  of  my  children  I  am  bereaved."  I  men- 
tion these  circumstances  to  shew  that  then 
as  well  as  now,   (until  God  *  undertook,  by 

an 

.  *  The  learned  Witsius  expresses  this  argument  in  the 
following  strong  ternos :  **  Extra  controversiam  est  Deutn 
'f,prsestantissiiauin.  aUquid^  et  in  quOj,  supra  cseteros  minus 
'*  Numinis  reverentes,  eximii  essent^  clari^simis  illis  Patri- 

*'  arch  is 
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an  immediate  and  extraordinaiy  prov!den<ie^ 
to  support  the   interests  of  virtue;)   human 
nature  required  the  prospect  of  another  life 
to   sustain  piety  and   obedience,  under  the 
trials  to  which  they  were  exposed;  and  this 
cncreases  the  probability  that  such  a  pros- 
pect was  afforded,    when  such   trials  were 
imposed  by  the  immediate  agency  of  God. 
The  life  of  the  Jewish  Lawgiver  affords 
a  remarkable  instance  in  confirmation  of  the 
tmth  of  this  position.     In  his  youth  grieved 
and  wearied  at  beholding  the  cruel  oppres- 
sion of  his  countrymen,  he  is  led  to  attempt 
their  deliverance,  and  sacrifice  for  this  pur- 
pose  all   prospects    of  regal   grandeur    and 
present  enjoyment     *  But  he  is  totally  and 
lamentably   disappointed;    rejected  and   de- 
spised   by  those  who  were  the   ol^cts  of 
his   generous   patriotism,    he   is    compelled, 
in   order   to   preserve    his   lift,    to  fly   into 
exile,  where  he  remains  for  forty  years ;  and 

then 

"  arcbis  promisisse,  quando  se  Deum  ipsorum  nuncupabat. 
'<  Nihil  autem  supra  cseteros  homines  eximium  adeo  in  hac 
"  terra  obtinuerunt,  quod  promissi  hujus  magnitudinem 
**  aequaret;  multi  improbi  in  terra  Canaan  alibique  vixc- 
"  runt,  restat  ergo  ut  altius  haec  spectarent,  et  ad  seternam 
«*  coelestemque  vitam  pertinerent.'^  ^ 

*  Vide  Exod..  li.  1 1,  and  seq. 
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then  at  the  age  of  *  fourscore  is  compelled 
to  quit  his  retirement,  place  himself  at  the 
head  of  his  nation,  expose  himself  to  the 
resentment  of  the  Egyptian  monarch;  and 
after  having  escaped  this,  is  constantly  har- 
rassed  with  the  murmurs,  the  terrors,  the 
idolatries,  the  rebellions  of  this  \vayward 
race :  even  his  own  brother  and  sister  join 
hi  opposing  his  authority.  This  scene  of 
severe  trial  lasts  for  forty  years,  in  a  dreary 
desert,  surrounded  by  a  discontented  mul- 
titude, and  at  the  end  of  this  long  period, 
lie  is  not  permitted  to  enjoy  the  gloiy  of 
conquering  the  promised  land,  or  witness- 
ing the  happiness  of  his  nations'  settlement 
there;  but  is  barely  allowed  to  see  a  dis- 
tant prospect  of  this  long  wished-for  rest- 
ing place,  and  then  hurried  away  by  the 
sudden  stroke  of  ^death.  Yet  this  is  the 
fate  of  a  man  of  exemplary  piety,  who 
though  sometimes  in  the  heaviness  of  his 
spirit,  he  is  driven  to  entreat  of  God,  f  "  If 
"  thou  deal  thus  with  me,  kill  me  I  pray 
"thee  out  of  hand,  if  I  have  found  favour 
Vin    thy   sight,    and    let    me    not   see    my 

**  wretchedness  ;^ 

*  Exod.  rii.  7.  f  Numbers,  xj.  15. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


«88  HEViEir  or 

"  wretchedness ;"  yet  still  preserves  to  God 
constant  resignation^  and  to  his  ungratcftfi 
countrymen  unabated  affection. 

Now  we  may   ask,  is  it   not   natural  to 
suppose  that  God,  who   employed  this  dis- 
tinguished  character,  as  the  chosen   instru- 
ment for  communicating  his   Law   to    the 
^hole  Jewish  nation,  should  have  sustained 
him  in  so  severe  a  trial,  by  the  clear  pros- 
pect of  a  future  recompence  ?   And   though 
the  peculiar  purposes  of  the  divine  economy 
would    not  permit  him  to  employ  a  future 
recompence   as    the  sanction   of   his   Laws, 
is  it  not  extremely  probable,  that  he  com- 
municated this  joyful  hope   to  those  select 
and    pious    men,    who   shared    his    burdens 
and    assisted    his  councils.     Or,  when  they 
compared   his    character  with    his  fate,  and 
observed  that  God  sustained  his  bodily  and 
mental  powers  with  supernatural  vigour,  to 
the  last  moment  of  his  life;  *  "  so  that  at 
*'  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  years, 
'*  immediately  before  his  death,  his  eye  was 
^*iiot  dim,   nor  his  natural  force  abated  ;"f 

whe^i 

*  Deut.  xiBciv.  7. 
f  On  this  subject  the  learned  and  judicious  Edwards 

makei 
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whe» .  tb^.  ofefi^CTT^d-  all  thi^*  could  they 
^fj^(m  tl^  on  a  fwide^^r  Imc)  existence  was 
d93e#  for  ever, .  9J)d  thf  'f9mmt  of  his  God 
wi):h4faHni?o  S^f^ly  ttois  jcbuii^  nevw  be.  the 
conclusion  of  any.pi$)jus^  ()r  jecflecting  mind, 
pow  m^ch^mor^  just: -ftpcj;*. rational  is  the 
rea«oui«g ,  of  the  4ip0^tlei  to  the  Hebrews, 
"on  this  subject,  even  if  wt  iwere.  to  pay  no 
regard  to  higf*insf>ir€Sct  authority!".  *  "  By 
"faith,"  says  he,  "/Mo3^3;  when  he  was 
'^come  to  years,  refused  tOr  be  callied  the 
"son  of  Pharaoh'^  daughter;  choosing  ra* 
"  ther  to  suiTer ;  affliction  with  the  people 
VOIi.  II.  u  "of 

m^Ve9  an  important  obseryattou.  Vol  I-  p.  168 i  he  is  em* 
ployed  in  proving,  "  that  the  benefit  of  the  legal  sacrifices 
"  expiated  the  oflfences  of  all  true  penitents,  though  they 
''  ivere  never  so  great ;  ^nd  he  confinns  it  thns :  "  Is  it 
"  not  acknowledged,  and  that  because  it  is  manifest  from 
"  several  instances,  that  the  crimes  of  persons  have  been 
'*  fcyrglven  and  pardon€d,.thoughf'they  themselves  ^re  not 
**.  exempted  from  the  penalty,  Moses'  death  was  the  re- 
"  compence  of  his  unbelief,  thongh  none  doubted  of  his  ex- 
«  plrraig  iti  the?  divine  favour.  *  David  was  punished  with 
"  the  death  pfJbis  child,  though  we  read  that  his  sin  tvaspar- 
*^  doned,  f.  JTosiah  was  justly  snatched  away  in  battle,  be- 
"  cause  b€  engaged  in  it  against  the  divine  will  and  com- 
"  jKtandf'but  yet  he  "died  m;peaci,*''u  e.m  the  faVour  of 
"  God,  and  was.  t|-anslated  to  the  place  of  everlasting  peace 
"  and  happiness/' 

♦  2  Simuel,  xii.  13  and  U-      . 

f  Compare  2  Chron.  xxxv.  22.  with  25,  and  Jer.  xxii.  10. 
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^*  of  God,  than  to  enjojr.the  pictures  of 
**  sin  for  a  season,  esteeming  the  reproach 
"  of  Christ  greater  riches  than  the  treasures 
"  in  Egypt  J  for  he  had  respect  unto  the 
"  recompense  of  the  reward.  By  faith  he 
"  forsook  Egypt)  not  fearing  the  wrath  of 
**  the  king,  for  he  endured  as  seeing  him 
*^  who  is  invisible. 

Finally,  if  on  considering  the  entire  his- 
tory of  the  Patriarchs,  and  comparing  the 
decided  declarations  of  the  divine  favour 
towards  them,  with  the  very  inadequate  ef- 
fects, of  that  favour  in  this  life,  the  cer- 
tainty of  a  future  recompence  was  iiot  a 
natural  as  well  as  a  just  conclusion,  obvious 
to  every  pious,  reflecting  and  unpreju4iced 
mind;  could  our  blessed  Lord,  when  he 
urged  this  conclusion  against  the  Saclducees, . 
have  charged  them  with  error,  because  tl>ey 
^**knewnot  the  Scriptures  nor  the  power  of 
"  God;"  that  is,  because  they  djd  not  con^ 
sider  the  Scripture  history  as  they  ought, 
or  argue  fairly  from  the  divine  a^ributes? 
In  answer  to  their  difficulty  against  the 
belief  of  a  resurrection,   deducible,  as  they 


coaceived^ 


*  Mail.  xzii.  29. 
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conceived,  fix)in  the  Mosaic  Law  rjsspecting 
marriage,  our  Saviour  replies,  *  *'  Do  ye  not 
"  therefore    err,    because  ye   know  not  the 
"  Scriptures  nor  the    power   of  God  ?    For 
^^  when  they  shall  rise  from  the  dead,  tiiey 
"  neither  marry  nor  are  given  in  marriage, 
**  but  are  as   the  angels    which  are  in  hea- 
^*  ven.     And  as  touching  the  dead  that  they 
^*  rise,    have  ye  not    read    in  the  book   of 
**  Moses,  how  in  the  bush  God  spake  unto 
"  him  saying,   I  am  the  God  of  Abraham, 
*'  and  the  God   of  Isaac,   and  the  God  of 
**  Jacob;  God   is  not  the  God  of  th^  dead 
**  bat  of  the  living,  ye  therefore  do  greatly 
"  err.**     This   is  not   the  language    of  one 
announcing  a  new  argument,  which  before 
his  applicifion  of  it,  had    been  utterly  un- 
discoverable  by  shutnan  sagacity;  but  rather 
of  one  drawing  an  .obvious  conclusion  from 
plain  facts,  which  nothing  but  wilful  blind- 
ness or  culpable  prejudice  had  prevented  from 
being  |)reviously  seen. 

I    therefore    contend    it  is   reasonable   to 
suppose,   that  minds  neitlier  inattentive  nor 
prejudiced,    but    on    the   contrary   candid,    ' 
pious  and  reflecting,  may  have  argaed  in  a 

u  "S  somewlxat 

*  Mark,  xii.  24. 
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somewhat   siiniUr   m^mn^r,    ^^IJd   frp^ip,    tli^ 

Scripture  history  of  the  PatriJirchs  cqpch^^ed 

the   divine   favour    to\yar(Js  th^m    w^s  '  x\o$, 

Qonfined    to    the^   present  lift;     thpu^h    na 

one,  before  our  blessed  t-ord,  hg.(J  ^stail]>U?^r 

ed  this  conclusion  witji  such  cle^r.  reaspp- 

ing  and  such  irresistable  forpe. 

We  may  further  observe,  th^t  tj^ugh  th^. 

Jewish  Lawgiver  did  nqt   directly  pro}n|Jil-. 

gate  the  doctrine  of  a  future  state,  as  the 

sanction  of  his  Laws;  yet  there  is^  J}0  r^^-r 

sop  why  he   should,  suppress:^  aqy   d^c^;^-? 

tion  of  that  doctriq?  made  by   Qth^:§^^  or 

why  w^  should  distort  any  e3^pres3ioa^,w]^Qh 

naturally   conveys   th^t   doctrine,  ^'hen .  r?-t 

corded  by  lapses,  as  uspd  by  pthipr?,   QXi,  a 

supposition    t^i9,t  it'  was    not    ii;^l|gn4pd   tp 

convey  it,    I   therefore  see   w  .r^^,^QJf^  tp, 

doubt,    that   thiEf  reni^rkfihle  expressjipn  ^s^ 

cribed   by  ^o^^s   tp   Bal^api,   ",  "  1^^^ /pf\§^ 

''  die  the   de^th  of  the   righfppus,  a,nd  ^.^ 

^' my  last  end  *  be  Hke.  his,"  really  ?new§^.. 

:    j^vlift 

*  Taylor  affinup^  andit seems  oii  good  grpun(Js,  th^  tij^j^ 
word  nnrr«  translated  "  Hst  end^'  inc^ans  strictly  ?tp  afl'er 
or  f\iture-  state^  not  only  here  but  in  mahy  other  ]|^aces  i 
cited  in  this  arg|miej>^;j  of  which  as  |{^qy  ^ijCAT  '*i  Y^  T^s 
lor's  Scheme  of  Ditinity,  ch.  xxi7.  p.  103. 
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what  it  obviously  imports,  a  wish  to  die 
the  death  of  the  righteous,  in  order  to 
enjoy  the  happiness  of  another  Hfe,  whicli 
the  righteous  only  can  share. 

Balaam  was  certainly  gifted  at  this  time 
with  a  portion  of  the  prophetic  spirit,  though 
he  abused  this  favour  of  his  God;  and  the 
interpretation  now  assigned,  is  surely  more 
natural  than  that  of  Warburton,  which  ex- 
plains these  words  as  *  "merely  expressing  his 
"wish,  may  I  die  in  a  mature  old  age, 
"  after  a  life  of  health,  of  peace,  with  all  my 
"  posterity  flourishing  about  me,  as  was  the 
"  lot  of  the  righteous  observers  of  the  Law :" 
an  interpretation  which  appears  most  forced 
and  unnatural. 

It  is  an  obvious  remark  connected  with 
tliis  subject,  that  the  clauses  of  the  Mosaic 
Ldw,  •  directed  against  those  who  had  fami- 
liar spirits,  and  against  wizzards  ;{;  and  necro- 
ihancers,  which  are  repeated  at  least  four  dif- 
ftrtni  times  in  the  Pentateuch,  and  also  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  superstitipn,  notwithstand- 
ing that  ill  these  prohibitions  Were  frequent- 

*  Warburton,  V.  5.  p.  143. 

t  Lev. xix.-31.xx.  6.  XX.  27.^   D«utxviii.  H. 
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ly  enforced  ^nth  the  greatest  rigour;  a  con- 
tinuance so  cleariy  instanced  by  the  his- 
tory of  Saul,  *  and  pctrticuTarly  by  his  own 
recourse  to  the  witch  of  Endor;  all  these 
circumstances  prove,  that  the  existence  of 
the  soul  m  a  separate  state  was  deeply 
fixed  in  the  popular  belief,  among  the  Jews, 
and  that  the  abuse  of  this  tenet  formed  a 
leading  feature  of  the  popular  superstition ; 
a  circumstance  the  learned  Prelate  so  fre- 
quently alluded  to,  appears  to  have  forgotten,* 
Avhen  he  asserted  in  such  an  unqualified 
manner,  **  that  the  Jews  under  the  Mossuc 
^'  taw^  never  expressed  the  least  hopes  or 
*'  fears  of  a  future  state,  or  so  much  as 
"  any  common  curiosity  concerning  it. 

*  Vide  1  Sam.  xx^iiL 

f  It  U  unnecessary  to  enter  Fnto  a  niinate  eompariisoD  of 
the  grounds  on  which  Warburton  maintains  his  assertion, 
and  those  on  which  I  oppose  it;  such  a, comparison  can  be- 
satisfactorily  made,  onlv  by  an  impartial  examination  of 
both  our  arguments.  I  wt)uW  here  merely  observe,  that  or 
the  circumstances  I  have  noticed  in  this  section,  some,  and 
those  not  the  least  important,  are  either  not  at  all,  or  yeiy 
slightly  adverted  to,  by  the  learned  Prelate,  where  he  pro- 
fesses to  consider  the  texts  adduced  by  hiis  adversaries.  For 
example,  in-the  cou^^ideration,  of  the  texts  from  Genesis,  &€• 
he  takes  no  notice  of  the  mention  made  of  the  tree  qflife,  of 
the  death  of  Abel,  or  the  history  of  Moses.  Vide  Warbur- 
ton, Book  VI.  sect,  ii,  iii,  and  iv. 

I  Vi«le  Warbuiton,  B<iok  VL  sect.  vi.  Y,  5,  395*. 
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PART  III. 
LECTURE  IV. 

SECT.  U. 

Doctrine  qf  a  future-Hate  whf  not  fHore  clearly  and  frequently 
inculcated  in  the  Pentateush^*^4)f  under  the  judges — Gra- 
dual  improvement  qf  the  Jews — Future  state  gradually  pro- 
mulgated suitahk/  0  this  imprtrff^ement^^By  David  in  JRf. 
xvi,  xvii,  xxxvi,  xlxix,  ciii,  cxr,  cxxxxix. — By  Sohfnon 
in  Proverbs, passim,  particularly  in  ch.  it,  t,  viii,  xiv,  xxiv^ 
Still  more  fully  in  Ecclesiastes^  of  which  work  this  doctrine 
is  the  basis — Particularly  in  ch.  u\,  viii,  xi.  and  at  the  coU'^ 
elusion  of  the  hook — How  further  impressed  on  the  Jews  by 
miraculous  fads — By  three  resurrections  from  the  dead — Bj/ 
the  translation  of  Elijah — This  doctrin^frequently  intimated 
and  gradually  taught  with  thegi^eatest  clearness  by  the  Pro^ 
phets — Isaiah — Jeremiah — Ezekiel — Hosea — Joel — Amos 
'^Nahum — And  above  all,  Daniel^^And  also  in  the  book 
of  Job, 
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DAIfflEL,  wi.  2. 

^'  Many:  of  Uj^m  tb%\  «)eep  injhf  diist  rf  ^he  earth  shah 
"  awake^  some  to  everlasting  life,  and  some  to  shame  and 
"  everlasting  contempt." 

X  HE  passages  wc  have  hitherto^  adduced, 
from  the  hfatory  rccofrrfed  by  the  Jewish  Laur-. 
giver,  and  which  shew  iteithe  hhaeetf  belltv-' 
ed  a  future  acate  <!)f  retribution,  aJid  con- 
tain such  proofs  of  it  as  Would  naturally 
impnsss,  that  bdkf  on  every  pioua  and  re- 
flecting mind ;  have,  been  chiefly  taken  from 
the  Book  of  Genesis.  In  the  remaining 
part  of  the  Pentateuch  we  are  not  to  won^ 
der,  that  the  rewards  and  punishments  of 
a  future  life  ire  mot  exf>re$sly  introduce. 
Xb^hat  been  shewn  that  God  exercised,  over 
tiae  Jew&  an   extraordinary  providence,  ^-re^ 

warding 
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two  huhdred  atid  fifty  years.     A  great  part  of 
tlii^  time  the  JexVS  were  po^veiful  ahd  wealthy; 
their  ttiiM^  Wferfi'  gradually  enlightened    by 
cottirtidtcd  and  iofitened   by  peace,  and -the 
convlctioti  oF   Jehovah^s   over-ruling  |)rbvi- 
deiice    gtadUally   established  by    a   still  ih- 
dreasing  length   bf  experience;   and  thus  a 
Ibundatron  laid  fef  a  more  firm  reliance  oh 
the  (titlnfe  ptbthis^S  respecting  a  future  life/ 
A^d  X^hile  the  temporal  discipline  and  for- 
tune   oif  thfe    Je\Vs   thus  prepared   the  way 
fbf  the    reception   of  religious  instructions ; 
we  obs6tve  that  Samuel  founded  the  schools 
of  the    JProphets,    where    numbers    of  the. 
Levitts,  and  prbbably  other  pious  Jews,  were* 
tr^ftied  from  their  youth  to  study  and  ex- 
pound the  V^brd    and  the  will   of  God,   to 
wafii    th6    people   against    idolatry    impiety 
and  vice,'  and  become  instruments  of  extend-  * 
lAg  the  Knowledge  of  the  Jewish  religion,  * 
and  the  worship  of  the  great  Jehovah ;   we 
now  petctfive  1*1  bvidence  raising  lip  for  them 
in^tructol^,  firiSt  in  the  persons  of  their  two 
most  dist?rigui^hed  kings,   David   and  Solo- 
mon,'thfe^  YormeV  as    a    prophet,    the*  fatter  ^ 
chiefly  as*  a  Indfal  sage*:  flieir  ^orks,  front 
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vexy  fofiP  pf  thei?  xropippsitwi??;  musj^  l)td[v#. 

f^fijlwprl^  qf  Qp4  frn  Imp  phoaen;  pfpptej 
and  adorning  the  sentii^i^nt^  Qf  igfety  wi^h: 

a^l  tjie  cba^i^*  <?f  pw^py  /a^d  wwifii  msst 
l^ye  l?ew   re»d   >j?Hh  aividiitj:  4»iij  rnnwir 

i^^xim^  of  the  royftl  Pfieacher,  the  pride  of 
hii  n^llio^  fer  wi^d^MB  pow^r,  and:  aa>#8^^ 
oMild  j^p^rc^ly  f^l  of  e?^citieg  ^ttenitiw  tcK 
relfgipHfr  trulij  $od  nwHiM  dWy.  _     . 

'^'W^  ^ter,  ^fe^ft  fe^Jd  3i.«eri€fi;  of  pto- 
plH^fib  .,4^fosr»ng  tke^  admomtiong  ^uod  pre- 
dictipiijS)  mih  th^'  m09t  intiiepid  rcsolutkm 
ai^rth^  B>pf»t;  av(/^  menaces,  to  thekin^; 
^9c}  this  a9s^»hkd;  multi}:udes.af:Juda^i0iid. 
Israel.     Wo   sj^Gl  9oi|ie  of  their  pi»dk*ifiii$^^: 

paifRyElt    puWfe   ©vented'  md  tbisre&m  tbfir 
r^9i54»g    pri)pbeoiea    moit.  ba^re   excited ; 
general  attention   and  an^m   eespeotftlkMl.  . 

l%,tT^ih  A^ei^'$s\»fi^^  59f  1  tjiij>  promts,  es- 
tafti^jedcifirsJivte  ^MSweJ;  S»«>pltediibfi  ag^o 
the,  f i>1|,  hig$ftr»lfe:8S  mSJU ! ftfc  the  rtligiwi^. 
,ir>t  instructoril 
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instructors  of  Judea;  and  the  most  distin- 
guished pfophets  were  so  deeply  engaged 
in  public  events,  that  their  lives  and  writ* 
ings  wfere  blended  with  every  thing  interest- 
ing  in  history,  and  preserved  as  parts  of 
the  national  records. 

The  important  doctrine  of  a  future  state 
of  retribution  was,  by  these  various  inspir- 
ed teachers,  gradually  developed  with  per- 
petually increasing  clearness  and  force,  as 
the  circumstances  of  the  Jewish  people  re- 
quired its ,  promulgation,  as  well  from  the 
extension  of  their  views,  by  the  improve- 
ment of  their  intellectual  character,  as  from 
the  gradual  cessation  of  that  extraordinary 
providential  superintendance,  which  became 
unnecessary  for.  the  support  of  religious  and 
moral  princii^,  in  proportion  as  the  people 
became  more  sensible  of  the  perpetual  pro- 
vidence and  moral  attributes  of  the  Divi- 
nity; and  therefore  nwre  capable  of  being 
duly  impressed  with  the  divine  promises  of 
a  future  retribution.  ' 

And  here  though  the  learpcd  Prelate  so 
ofte9^  alluded  to,  hurried  aWay,  it  shbuld 
seem, '  by  a  zeal  for  establishing  his  sys- 
tem 
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tcm  on  the  broadest  possible  basis,  seems 
originally  to  have  maintained,  that  no  ideas 
of  a  future  state  were  to  be  found  amongst 
the  Jews,  previous  to  the  Captivity:  yet  he 
afterwards  found  it  necessary  to  admit  they 
were  gradually  inculcated  by  the  *  Prophets 
subsequent  to  JDwoid.  But  assuredly  he  ought 
to  have  included  this  inspired  Psalmist  in 
the  number  of  those  who  promulgated  this 
great  truth,  not  indeed  with  the  same  clear- 
ness as  the  last  Prophets,  but  yet  sufficiently 
to  prove  his  own  firm  .belief  of  it,  and  to 
suggest  it  to  the  ponsideration  of  every  pious 
and  reflecting  mmd. 

In  the  sixteenth  psalm,  after  solemnly  at- 
testing his  warm  attachment  to  thcwpjous, 
that  f  **  his   delight   was  upon  the   saints 

that 

♦  Vide  Warburton,  V.  5.  p,  9,  and  the  first  section  of  this 
Lecture^  p.  253  and  254. 

f  in  this  passag  el  use  the  translation  of*  our  prayer  book ; 
it  seems  clearer  than  that  in  our  bible,  and  full  as  accurate. 
In  the  meaning  of  the  three  last  verses  all  the  interpretations 
agree^  except  that  the  Syriac  translates  the  last  clause,  *'  I 
"  shall  be  satisfied  with  the  pleasures  of  victory  at  thy  right 
*  hand,**  Vide  Biblia  Waltoni.  Yet  even  this  does  not  exi 
elude  the  idea  of  eternity ;  "^  rrxj  seternitatem  significat,  sic 
"idivit^m  ^uasi  victoriam  temporis,^'  4says  Rivetu$,  and  adds^ 
*'  I^omen  hie  inadverbii  naturam  tmnsit;  est  hoc  adjunctum 
'•  perpetuum  beatitudinis,  quae  alio^ui  Jbe^titudo  non  esset, 
'*  si  peipetna  n^n  foret.*'    Vide  Poli  Synopsin, 
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"  that  were  upon  the  earth,  anrf  upon  sttclir 
"  as  excel  m  vhtue;"  he  declares  hte  J^rm 
confidence  in  the  mercy  and'  protection*  of 
his  <Jod,  and  his  fuft  assurance  of  a  ftrture 
state.  ^'  I  have  ^t  God  al\i^ys  before  me; 
**far.he^is  on  my  right  hand;  therefore  1 
^  shaH '  not '  fall ;  wherefore  my  hearts  was 
^^lad  ami*  my  glory  rejoiced,  my  flesJi  alsfo 
**  shaft  rest  in  hope,  for  why,  thou  shalt 
"not  leave  my  soul  in  hell,  neither  shalt 
**lthou  suffer  tfay  holy  one  tct  see*  corrufition. 
**  Thoti  shalt  shew  me  the  path  of  life,  ih 
*''thy.  presence  is   the  fbllness   of  joy^  and 

^*  at  thy  right  hand  there  is  pleasurtr  for 
"e\cTinore.*  It  is  true,*  the  entire  p^age 
is  pro[>lietic '  of  our  Lord's  resurrection,  to 
whonit  alone  the  words,  *^  thou  shalt  not' 
*^  suffer  thy  holy  one  to  see  corruption,** 
are  applicable,  is  the  apost^le  Pet^r"**  argijes^ 
with;  (lie  J^ws,  But  assuredly  the  Piopuhet 
had  a  dear  idea  of  future  eterhal  happi-* 
ne3s,  and  a  firm  confidence  that  he  would 
hipself  enjoy  it.  :         ,. 

The  next  psalm  is  \^0t'Ies§^.e2f  pres^i.h^ 
hcte.  (^oses  the  sensual  e^oyments^  oq  which 

'     "^       -  '^      •  -;    ''    -      \  '.  '    the' 

'   '  ^    •       *  Vid^  Acts^  ri.  2^,  &cl       ' 
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the  wicked  fix  their  desires,  to  the  pure 
celestial  happiness  of  another  life.  *^  Ddi- 
*'  ver,  me,  O  Lord,  from  the  ungodly,  which 
"  is  a  sword  of  thine,  from  the  men  of 
"  thy  hand  O  Lord,  from  the  men  1  say, 
^*  and  from  the  evil  world,  which  have  therr. 
•'portion  in  this  life,"  &c.  "But  as  for 
"  me,  I  will  behold  thy  pi:esence  iu  righ^ 
**  teousness,  and  when  I  awake  *  up  after 
VOL.  ir.  X  "  thy; 

♦  The  word  translated,  "  awake/*  seems  by  an  apt  meta- 
phor to  mean,  awakening  from  death  to  life,  vpn.  It  is 
used  in  this  sense  in  Isaiah,  xx?i.  19.  and  Daniel,  xii.  2. 
where  it  can  bear  no  otlicr  sens«;.     Vide  infra. 

This  passage  was  adduced  by  Leland,  to  prove  the  same 
point  as  I  employ  it  for ;  and  Warburton  with  his  peculiar 
manner  observes,  "  In  this  the  dissenter  Leland,  as  lt>emem- 
"  ber,  in  some  qf  his  thij^,  seems  much  to  triomph;  but  I 
**  shall  shew  that  it  means  nothing  less/'  Warburton  pro- 
ceeds to  observe,  '*  That  the  words  our  translators  render 
*'  shall  have  tlieir  portion  in  this  life,"  ought  to  have  been, 
"  shall  have  their  portion  in  this  life  of  theirs;'*  i.  e.  "  shall 
"  bepctfectfy  prosperous/*  This,  as  seems  to  me,  may  be 
admitted,  without  affecting  either  mine  en*  Leland's  argu* 
ment;  the  entire  force  of  which  lies  in  the  contrast  the 
Psalmist  diaws  between  the  wicked,  who  are  thus  peifictiy 
prosperous,  and  who  transmit  this  prosperity  even  beyond 
their  own  lives,  to  thei?'  children ;  and  his  own  expectation, 
which  is,  most  literally,  "  I  will  beh«>ld  thy  face  iii  righ- 
''  teousness ;  I  shall  be  satisfied  in  awaking,  with  thy  like* 
''  ness.^'  The  Septuagint  reads,  *'  In  righteousness  shall  I 
**  be  seen  by  thy  countenance ;  I  shall  be  satisfied  when  thy 
"  glory  shall  appear  :"  and  vnth  this  the  Ar;ibic  and  Ethia- 

p'c 
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"  thy   likeness,    I    shall    be    satisfied   with 
''  it.^ 

Thus  again,  in  the  twenty-first  psalm, 
which  appears  to  nae  principally  prophetic 
of  the  Messiah's  glojy,  though  several  com- 
mentators conceive  it  to  h^  spoken  of  David 
himself  alone :  celebrating  the  divine  niercy, 
which  distinguished  the  king  of  whom  he 
speaks  with-  the  blessings  of  goodness,  and 
set  a'  crowh  of  pure  gold  upon  his  head : 
The  Psalmist  adds,  "  He  asked  life  of  thee, 
**  and  thou  gavest  him  a  long  life,  even 
**for  ever  and  ever.      His  honour  is  great 

"  in 

pic^  agree.  The  Syrtac  reads,  "  I  shall  be  satisfied  when 
**  ^y  fidelity  shall  awake ;"  "  and  this/*  says  Warburton, 
^^  means  only,  God's  glorious  and^Mwerfal  interposition^  in 
•'  Darid**  present  rescue  from  his  enemies'  hands."  But  let 
me  ask,  what  then  becomes  of  the  contrast  between  the  ex- 
pectation of  the  Psalmist,  and  the  fortune  of  those  who  ar« 
perfectly  pTospe^ous,  and  l^ve  thw  prosperity  to  their  chil- 
dren f  Interpret  David's  expectation  3Sof  present  deliverance, 
and  the  passage  is  obscure,  unmeaning  and  forced  :  take  it 
in  its  obvious  meaning  of  a  future  happiness,  it  is  clear,  ra- 
tional and.  beautiful.  The  former  interpretation  therefore,, 
could  be  justified  only  by  the  certainty  that  the  Psalmist 
had  and  could  have  no  idea  of  a  future  life ;  which  is  a  plain 
petitio principii,  a  logical  error  with  which  all  Warburton's 
interpretations  appear  to  pie  to  be  infected ;  -though  he 
^barges  his  opponents  with  exactly. a  similar  petitio  pfin^ 
eipuoiwtheir  part,  V.  5.  p.  1^7.  The  public  must  decide. 
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''in  thy  salvation;  glory  and  great  worship 
'^  shalt  thou  *  lay  upon  hbn,  for  tlipu  shalt 
"  give  him  everlasting  felicity,  and  make 
*Vhim  glad  with  the  joy  of  thy  counte- 
**  nance." 

In  the  forty-ninth  psalm,  the  inspired  au- 
thor f  with  unusual  solemnity,  demands  at- 
X  2  tention 

*  Our  Bible  translates  the  seveoth  verse,  *'  Honour  and 
•'  majesty  hast  tbou  laid  upon  him/'  instead  of  "  shalt,'* 
.  which  makes  the  text  less  decisive.  Undoubtedly  the  ori- 
ginal will  bear  this  sense,  yet  it  seems  not  so  natural  as  the 
other;  and  the  Targ^m  of  Jerusalem,  the  Septuagint,  t])» 
Ethiopic,  the  Arabic  and  the  \^ulgate  versions,  all  use  the 
future  tense.  The  Syriac  only  agrees  in  adopting  the  past 
tense,  in  this  and  the  next  clause.  But  all  unite  in  the 
sense  of  the  fourth  verse,  "  a  life  for  ever  and  ever."  Vide 
Biblia  Waltoni. 

f  The  author  of  this  psalm  is  uncertain,  and  some  verses, 
particularly  the  fifth,  eighth  and  ninth,  are  obscure.  I  use 
the  translation  of  our  Bible,  w  hich  appears  to  follow  the  ori- 
ginal very  closely  ;  indeed  so  closely  as  to  retain Nts  obspu- 
rities.  Houbigant,  in  his  version,  removes  these  obscurities, 
by  some  v^ry  slight  ^alterations  of  the  original  text,  which 
«eem  perfectly  justifiable.  The  fifth  verse  (with  him  the 
sixth)  he  translates,  '*  Why  should  I  fear  in  the  evil  day. 
"  because  that  misery  surrounds  me  ;'*  and  justifies  the 
change,  by  an  easy  and  obvious  alteration  of  the  text.  And 
the  ninth  (with  him  the  tenth)  he  renders,  "  Qui  desinit 
"  in  sajculum,  adhuc  vivet,  non  in  perpetuum  videbit  fo- 
*'  veam,  etiamsi  videbit  eam ;"  and  his  criticism  on  this 
verse,  if  admitted,  would  directly  establish  the  doctrine  for 
which  we  contend.  "  In  this  verse,"  says  he,  *'  is  con- 
"  tained  the    enigma  which  the  Psaljnist  prepared  for,  in 

"  th« 
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tention  to  the  doctrine  he   purposes  to  en- 
force. **  O  hear  ye  this,  all  ye  people ;  give 


"  the  fourth  verse  ;**  viz.  that  though  man  must  pay  the 
"  debt  of  nature,  yet  he  would  survive  his  fate,  and  would 
"  not  eternally  remain  in  the  pit.  And  then  the  Psalmist, 
"on  account  of  this  hope  of  the  immortality  proposed  to 
"  nran,  reproaches  him  with  not  providing  for  this  immor- 
"  tality,  but  limiting  his  hopes  to  the  present  life^  and  thus 
*'  becoming  like  the  brutes."  This  interpretation  Houbi- 
gant  justifies,  by  a  mere  alteration  of  the  punctuation  in 
the  original.  Vide  Houbigant.  But  there  is  scarcely  any 
ambiguity  of  meaning,  or  difference  of  interpretation  as  to  ' 
th^  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  verses,  on  which  my  argument 
depends.  The  Ethiopic,  the  Syriac  and  the  Arabic  versions 
all  give  the  same  sense.  The  Arabic  is,  if  possible,  mor* 
exclusively  applicable  to  a  future  life  in  verse  fifteenth  : 
''  But  God  will  Tree  my  soul  from  the  power  of  the  grave, 
"  when  he  shall  receive  it,"  i.  e.  my  soul.  Bishop  Patrick, 
who  was  not  sedulous  to  discover  in  the  Old  Testament  in- 
dications of  a  future  state,  applies  both  these  verees  to  the 
resurrection.  But  Home's  paraphrase  is  so  strikingly  beau- 
tiful, I  cannot  refrain  fronni  transcribing  it.  v.  1 4'.  "  The 
"  high  and  mighty  ones  of  the  earth,  who  cause  people  to 
*'  fear,  and  nations  to  tremble  around  them,  must  one  day 
^  crowd  the  giave;  in  multitude  and  impotence,  though 
"  not  in  innocence,  resembling  sheep,  driven  and  confined 
"  by  the  butcher  in  his  hou>e  of  slaughter.  There  death, 
"  that  ravening  wolf,  shall  feed  sweetly  on  them,  and  de- 
*'  vour  his  long  expected  prey  in  silence  and  darkness  ;  un- 
**  til  the  glorious  morning  of  the  resurrection  dawn, 
"  when  tlie  once  oppressed  and  afflicted  righteous,  risen 
"  from  the  dead,  and  sitting  with  their  Lord  in  judgment, 
"  shall  have  tlic  dominion  over  their  cruel  enemies,  whose 
"  faded  beauty,  witlicrcd  ^strength  and  departed  glory,  shall 

'*  display 
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"ear  all  ye  inhabitants  of ^he  world."  The 
doctrine  thus   solemnly  promulgated^   is  the 
folly   of   the   wicked^    who    trust    in    their 
riches,    and   forget   the  approach    of  deatli 
which  strips  them  of  all,  and  exposes  them 
to    the    vengeance    of   God,    whom    riches, 
^annot  disartn.     "  They  that  trust  in  their 
"  wealth,  and  boast  themselves  in  the  mul- 
"  titude  of  their  riches,   none  of  them  can 
"  by   any   means    redeem    his   brother,   nor 
"give  to  God  a  ransom  for  him,  (for  the 
"redemption  of  their  souls  is  precious,  and 
"  it  ceaseth    for  ever)    that  he  should  still 
"Jive  forever,  and  not  see  corruption,  &c." 
And   again,    speaking  of  the   wicked,    who 
think  their  houses   shall  continue  for  ever, 
and  call  the  lands    after  their  own  names, 
he  exclaims,  "  This  their  way  is  Iheir  folly, 
"  yet  their  posterity  approve  their  sayings ; 
"  like    sheep    they    are    laid    in   the   grave, 
**  Death    shall    feed   upon    them,    and    the 
**  righteous  shall  have  dominion  over  them 

"in 

**  display  to  men  and  angels,  the  vanity  of  that  confidence 
*•  which  is  not  placed  in  God/'  Warburton  interprets  "  in 
"  the  morning"  to  mean,  by  the  judgment  of  the  law,  which 
"  was  administered  in  the  morning  hours"  What  strait^  is  ^ 
system  driven  ta^  to  require  such  an  interpretation  1 
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"  in  the  morning;  and  ttjeir  beauty  shall  eoti- 
*^  suine  m  the  grave  fvom  their  dwelling; 
*^  but  God  will  redeenl  my  soul  from  the 
^^^ower  of  the  grave,  for  h<e  shall  receive 
niei"  Siirely  these  expressions  cannot  be 
understood  to  denote  any  thing  i^hort  of  an 
eternal  deliverance  from  the  power  of  dea^h,' 
jlnd  a  blessed  reception  into  the  {presence 
of  God. 

I  woul^  here  notice  the  remarkable  verses 
fn  the   thirty-sixth   psalm;   where   speaking 
of  those  who  put   their  trust  ifn  the  Lord; 
the  Psalmist  declares,  "They  shall  be  abun- 
*'  dantly    satisfied   with   the  fatness  of  thy 
*'  house,  and  thou   shalt  make   them  drink 
'^  of  the   river   of  thy   pleasures ;    fbr  widi 
^*  thee  is  the  fountain  of  life,  in  thy  light 
*'  shall  we  see  light."    Warburton,  strongly 
as  this    passage  appears  to   indicate  eternal 
life  sustained  by   that  presoice  which  is  the 
fountain  of  life:  dismisses  it  With  this  short 
and  decisive  observation:    **  Here,  to  prove 
"the  immortality   of  man,   a    text  is  pro- 
educed,  which^  teaches  the  eternity  of^GoD. 
*'  But  I  know  some  who  think  tliere  is  a 
"  necessary  connection   between    these  two 

e  truths," 
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'*  truths."  It  may  perhaps  be  answered  as 
shortly,  that  though  there  is  no  general 
aecessaty  connection  between  these  two  truths, 
yet  if  the  Scripture  asserts,  not  only  tlmt 
God  is  to  crist  for  ever,  but  that  man  shall 
witness  that  eternal  existence,  partaking  of 
that  mexhaustible  fountain  of  life,  which  is 
with  God;  it  is  not  vert/ far  from  assert- 
itag,  that  man  himself  will  be  also  immortal. 
The  same  sentiment  observed  in  the  forty- 
ninth  psalm,  is  more  conspicuous  in  the 
seventy-third,  in  which  the  author  (whether 
David  or  Asaph  *  is  not  material  in  the 
present  questioti,  as  they  were  cotempo- 
rary,  f  and  equally  prove  that  the  sentiments 
which  thqr  express,  existed  in  the  most 
pious  and  reflecting  minds,)  chooses  as  his 
subject  the  wordly  prosperity  of  the  un- 
godly^ the  doubts  and  perplexities  Which 
this  excited  in  his  mind,  as  to  the  equal 
dealing  of  divmb  Providence;  until  these 
doubts  were  dispelled,  by  the  lights  which 
religion   affords    as    to    the  final    doom   of 

the 

♦  Vide  1  Chron. 

f  If,  as  Patrick  thinks,  diis  psalm  was  composed  by 
Aio^  the  9der,  it  will  belong  to  the  days  of  Hezekiab. 
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the  wicked,    contrasted  .  with    the   glory  re- 
served  for  the  good.      **  Then,"*  says  he, 

''  thought 

^  I  adopt  here  our  Bible  translation  as  the  most  clear  and 
accurate.  Nothing  seems  more  plain  and  decisive  in  a$t 
sorting  a  future  retribution.  But  Warburton  dismisses  this 
also,  with  his  usual  majestic  brevity.  *'  Thou  shalt  guide 
"  me  with  thy  council  and  afterwards  receive  me  to.  glory ; 
or,  as  an  excellent  critic  has  it,  '*  Consilio  tuo  deduxisti 
"  me,  et  postea  ciim  gloria  excepisti  me,"  thou  wast  or 
''  shalt  be  always  present  with  me  in  difficulties,  and  shalt 
"  lead  and  conduct  me  to  better  fortunes."  This  literal 
"  sense  the  context  requires."  With  great  deference  to 
this  great  critic,  (who  was  LeClerc)  I  cannot  help  thinking, 
that  this,  though  adopted  in  aofne  versions,  is  not  the  true 
literal  sense  ;  and  that  the  context  requires  the  direct  con- 
trary. How  is  it  possible  that  the  Psalmist  should,  in  verse 
xiii,  and  xiv.  declare,  "  That  while  the  wicked  increased  in 
"  riches,  he  should  thin,k  his  own  innocency  was  in  vain  ; 
''  because  all  the  day  Jong  have  I  been  plagued  and  chas- 
"  tened  every  morning  :**  apd  without  intimating  that  any 
sudden  change  in  his  own  external  situation,  had  done  away 
this  difficulty,  he  declares  that  entering  into  the  sanctuary 
had  solved  i:;  religion  taught  him  a  truer  jtidgment.  Was 
this  merely  to  expect  better  fortunes  in  this  life  ?  A  most 
poor  and  unworthy  lesson  for  so  sublime  an  instructress. 
But  as  I  would  .also  wish  to  shelter  myself  under  critical  an- 
tbority,  i  would  refer  to  the  Rabbi  David  Kimchi ;  who  on 
V.  xvii.  remarks,  "  That  the  Psalmist  entering  into  the  sanc- 
"  tuary,  implies  his  entering  by  his  reflections  into  that 
•'  world  of  spirits,  where  Ls  retribution,  where  the  just  are  to 
"  be  discriminated  from  the  impious ;  and  I  there  under- 
"  stood  that  we  were  formed  to  a  celestial  more  than  an 
f  earthly  life."  And  Taylor,  "  Then  understood  I  their 
*•  (Ahharith)  their  future  state  after  death;"  "Surely  thou 
''  hast  set  them  in  slippery  places,  thou  hast  cast  them  down 

"  into 
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**  thought  I  to  know  this,  but  it  was  too 
"  painful  for  me ;  until  I  went  into  the 
"sanctuary  of  God,  then  understood  I 
'*  their  end.  Surely  thou  didst  set  them  In 
"  slippery  places ;  thou  castedst  them  down 
"into  destruction;  how  are  they  brought 
"  into  desolation  as  in  a  moment,  they  arc 
^'utterly  consumed  with  terrors;  as  a  dream 
"  when  one  awakest,  so,  O  Lord,  when 
"  thou  awakest,  thou  shalt  -despise  their 
"  image."  Such  was  the  fate  of  the  wicked, 
which  going  into  the  sanctuary,  where  re- 
ligious reflections  naturally  suggested  them- 
selves, enabled  him  to  appreciate  in  its  true 
colours,  and  to  contrast  it  with  that  bles- 
sing the  pious  author  hoped  himself  to  en- 
joy. "  Nevertheless  I  am  always  with  thee, 
"  thou  hast  holdeu  me  by  my  right  hand; 

"thou 

*'  into  eternal  destruction/'  An4  ver8«  xx.  "  As  a  dream 
*'  after  one  is  awake,  so,  O  Lord,  when  thou  awakest,  (*i»^3 
'*  in  awaking  them,  or  when  they  are  awakened)  thou  wilt 
*'  despise  (debase,  pour  contempt,  as  Dan.  xii.  2.)  upon  their 
"  image,  their  vain,  shadowy,  unsubstantial  condition." 
Vide  Taylor,  p.  103.  The  24th  verse  Hammond,  (whom 
Warburton  so  highly  appro ve»,  as  iin  excellent  critic 
and  an  orthodox  divine,  Warburton,  Vol.  IV.  p.  153,)  ex- 
plains, "  qfterwards  receive  me  to  glory,  that  is  to  thyseif,^* 
Vide  also  Calmet,  Patrick  and  Home,  Poli  Synopsis  and 
Dodd's  Notes. 
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**  thou  shall  guide  me  with  thy  cotiticil,  and 
''afterwards  irec^ive  me  to  gloiy."  How 
plain  atid  strong  the  hope  of  eternal  Itfe, 
here  expressed. 

But  the  inspired  author,  enraptured  at 
the  thought,  dwells  on  and  exults  in?  it: 
^*  Whom  Ijave  I  in  heaven  but  thee,  and 
''^  there  is  lione  upon  eatth  that  I  desii'd 
?'  besides  thee;  my  flesh  and  my  heart  iaileth; 
*'  but  God  is  tl^ie  streiigth  of  my  hearty  and 
^'  my  portion  for  even" 

Nor  is  the  103d  pSaltti'  less  expressive  of 
feelings,  which  no  prttspect  of  mere  tempo- 
ral blessings  could  Excite;  which  impel*  the 
divine  Psalmist  to  exclaim,  "  Praise  the 
"  L6rd,  O  my  soul;  and  all  that  is  within 
^*me  praise  his  holy  name,  Praiise  the 
"  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  forget  not  all  his 
**  benefits."  These  benefits  then  fhe  Psalmist 
with  a  subliiiie  fervdr  of  gratitude  enumie- 
rates;  but  he  dwells  chiefly  on  such  topicks 
as  an  elevated  soul,  anxiously  looking  for- 
ward to  another  life.  Would  most  naturally 
select.  He  glances  at  temporal  blessings, 
but   he   enlarges  oil  the   iq)iritual  mercy  of 

God.*^ 
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God.*  ''  The  Lord/'.says  he,  is  full  of 
*^  compassion  and  mercy,  long  suffering  ^i|id 
**  of  great  goodness;  he  will  not  always  be 
"  chiding,  neither  keepeth  he  his  anger 
"  for  ever.  He  hath  not  dealt  with  us  af- 
*^  ter  our  sins,  nor  rewarded  us  accorcfing 
*'  to  our  wickednesses.  For  look  how  high 
"  the  heaven  is,  in  comparison  of  the  earth ; 
"  so  great  is  his  mercy  also  towards  them 
"  that  fedr  him.  Look  how  wide  also'  the 
^*  east  is  from  the  west;  so  far  hath  he 
"set  our  sins  from  us." 

This  passage  could  scarcely  have  been 
dictated  by  ahy  hope  of  mere  temporal  aiid 
momentary  forgivciiess;  it  is  irreconcileaWe 
wrth  the  feelings  of  a  nrind  which  looked 
forward .  to  annilplation  and  eternal  death, 
as  the  irreversible  doom  decreed  against  the 

.  sia 

*  The  fourth  verse,  "  Who  redeemeth  thy  life  frond  dc- 
"  struction/'  is  in  the  original,  "  Who  i*edeemeth  thy  life 
"  from  the  pit.''*  And  the  Chaldee  renders  it,  '*  Who  redeem- 
"  eth  it  from  Gehenna."  The  Syriac  and  Arabic,  •'  Froin 
"  carmption.'*  The  fifth  verse,  "  Thy  youth  is  .renewed 
"  like  the  eagle,"  is  by  the  Chaldee  paraphrased,  ^'  In  the 
"futwe  world  thou  shalt  renew  thy  youth  like  the  eagle^"  JBu% 
1  rely  on  the  general  turn  and  spirit  of  the  entire  context, 
not  on  isolated  and  perhaps  ambiguous  expressions.  All  the 
versions  agree  as  to  the  literal  meaning  of  the  verses  quoted 
in  the  text. 
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sin  o£  the  first  man,  and  still  to  be  executed 
without    any    relaxation  of  its   severity    on 
all  the  human    race.      But  to  put  this  be- 
yond  all    doubt,    the   Psalmist  proceeds  to 
contrast  the  divine  mercy,  with  the   transi- 
tory and  wretcl>ed   life  of  man,   when   that 
mercy  does  not  interpose.     "  Yea,"  says  he, 
'*  like  as  a  father  pitieth  His  own  children, 
'*  even  so  is    the   Lord  merciful  unto  them 
"that  fear   him;    for  he   knoweth  whereof 
**  we  are   made,    he    remembereth   that  we 
"  are  but  dust.     The  days  of  man   are  but 
**as   grass;    he   flourisheth   as   a  flower    of 
"  the  field ;  for  as  soon  as  tlie  wind  goeth 
**  over,    it  is   gone,    and   the   place   thereof 
**  shall  know  it  no  more.      But  the  merci- 
"  ful    goodness    of  the  I^ord '  endureth   for 
**  ever  and   ever  upon  them   that  fear  him, 
^'  and    his    righteousness    upon    their    chil- 
"  dren's   children,    even  upon   such  as  keep 
"  his   covenant,    and  think   upon    his  com- 
*' mandments   to   do    them,"     But  it  has* 
been  said,    the    expression   of  righteousness 

upon 

.  *  Vide  Warburton,  Vol.  V.  p.  156.  This  is  the  only  ex- 
pression of  the  psalm  which  Warbuiton  considers;  thusec* 
tirely  overlooking  the  tenor  and  context  of  the  composition. 
Any  sy  tern  may  be  supported  by  such  ^  mode  of  eriticisuai. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OBJECTIONS.  S17 

Upon  children's  children  shews,  the  Psalmist 
had  in  his  view  nothing  more  than  the  con- 
tinued protection  of  the  posterity  of  the  good 
in  this  world,  accord  iHg  to  the  promise  of 
tlie  second  commandment.  The  very  next 
verse  refutes  the  degrading  suggestion,  and 
shews  the  views  of  the  Psalmist  were  raised 
to  a  higher  world.  *^  The  Lord,"  says  he, 
"  hath  prepared  hb  seat  in  heaven,  and  his 
**  kingdom  ruleth  over  all.  O  praise  tlic 
"  Lord,  ye  angels  of  his,  ye  that  excel  in 
"  strength,  ye  that  fulfil  his  commandments, 
"  and  hearkm  unto  the  voice  of  his  word?, 
"  O  praise  the  Lord,  all  ye  his  hosts,  ye 
"servants  of  his  tliat  do  his  pleasure;  O 
"  speak  good  of  the  Lord,  all  ye  works  of 
"  his,  in  all  places  of  his  dominion,  praise 
"  thou  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,"  Can  we 
^oubt  whether  the  soul  which  breathed  forth 
praises  such  as  these,  did  not  look  forward 
to  the  society  of  those  angels,  whom  it  calls 
even  now  to  join  with  one  voice  and  one 
consent,  to  celebrate  the  universal  goodness 
of  their  common  God.  Tliese  angels  arc 
combined  with    the  servants  of  God,    that 

do 
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do  his  pleasure;  an  expression  exactly  pa^ 
rallel  to  that  of  the  Apostle,  when  he  says, 
**  *  Ye  are  come  to  an  heavenly  Jerusalem, 
"  and  to  an  innumerable  company  of  angels, 
"  and  to  the  general  assembly  of  the  first- 
**  born  of  the  church,  which  are  written  in 
'Mieaven,  and  to  God  tlie  judge  of  all,  and 
"  to  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect.** 
Assuredly  the  niind  of  the  holy  Psalmist 
was  exalted  by  the  same  ideas,  and  animated 
by  the  same  hope3. 

In  psalm  115,  after  declaring  the  privi- 
lege of  God's  people  over  the  idolatrous 
V^orld:  "  That  their  God  was  in-  heaven, 
'*and  did  whatsoever  he  pleased,"  but  that 
the  itjols  of  the  heathen  /^  were  silver  and 
*^gokl,  the  work  of  men's  hands,"  dead, 
senseless  and  impotent ;  '*  ^iad.  that  they  who 
**  make  them  shall  be  like  unto  them,  and 
*' all  they  that  put  their  tvust  in  them;'* 
that  is,  they  shall  become  dead  and  sense- 
less as  their  idols,  without  any  hopes  of 
a  renovation  or  restitution  to  a  state  of  hap* 
ness  i%e  proceeds  to  contrast  this  with  the 

hopes 

■*  Ikb.  xii.  22, 
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hopfs   and    tbfs    bkssings  that  awaited  t}i€ 

^ople  of  God;  whicji  he  plainly  jntimates, 

will   not   be    conijlQe^    to    the    enjoyments 

of  this   trai^^itory   lifie,    but   extend    to    a 

future   and  eterpal  state.      **  You   are   the 

**  bles§ed    pf  the  Lord    who   made   heaven 

"and  earth.    The  Ijeaven  even  the  heavens^ 

"  are  the  L,orfJs,  but  ^he  earth  hath  1^  given 

"  to  the  children  pf  men.     The  dead  pr^fse 

"not  the  Lofd,  neither  any  that  gp  doyvn 

'^  into  silencje.     But  we  will  \Ae^s  the  Lord 

"  froip  this  tiwe  forth  for  evermore"     Qa 

which  a  judicious  and  learned  crjtick  ♦  ob- 

"  serves,  "  What  can  be  the  meaping  of  the 

"  oppqsitiop  h?re  put  between  God'3  pepple 

"anfl  the  dead;  and  the  one's  not  praising 

"  Jehovah,  the  other  prsusjng  him  for  ever  ? 

"  Could   tlie  Psajmist   possibly    mean    their 

^'  living    to   praise   him  upon   earth  ?    The 

^'  earth,   he   had    told    us  just  before,    was 

^*  given  to  all  the  sons  of  Adam,    and   tlie 

■*  Gentiles    lived    upon  it    as    long  as    the 

"  Jews,  for  any   thing  that  appears  to  tlie 

*'  contrary.  Could  he  mean  that  they  should 


^'  never 


*  V^tmn  on  Job^  p.  223  to  226. 
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^*  never   undergo  the  state   of  death?     fiut 
"  this  too  could   not   be,    for  they  died  as 
**  naturally  and  as  soon  perhaps  as  the  hea- 
"  thens,    and    tlieir    posterity    must   do  the 
"  same,  though  it  extended  itself  to  a  thou- 
"  sand  generations.     What  then  is  that  dis- 
"  criminating  blessing  here    intended,    that 
"should    distinguish    the     worshippers     of 
**  Jehovah,   all    those  who  feared  the  Lord, 
"  both  small  and  great,  from  the  idol  wor- 
"  shippers    and    contemners  of  Jehovah.     I 
^  freely  own   I  can    make  no  sense  of  this 
"  passage,  otherwise  than  by  understanding 
"  the   word    dead  of   the   heathen   nations, 
"  who  having  no  part  in    God's   covenant 
"  of  redemption,    but  being  estranged  from 
"  him    by    their  idolatries    and  wickedness, 
"  were  to  be  left  for  ever  in  a  state  of  deaths 
"so  as  never  more  to  rise^  to  happiness  at 
"  least;    while  God's   people,   on   the  other 
"  hand,  hoped  for  a  joyful  resurrection,  and 
"  a  future  state  of  blessedness,  \vherein  they 
"  should  praise   God   for  ever,  in  the  most 
"  extensive  sense  of  that  expression.     There 
"  is  nothing  forced/'   contijiucs.  the  learned 

"  critic, 
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critic,  "  that  I  can  perceive,  in  this  expH- 
"  cation,  taking  with  us  the  notion  (so  well 
"  establislied  by  a  very  learned  Prekte*)' 
'^  that  God's  covenant,  made  or  rather  re- 
*^  newed  with  Abrahafft  alkl  tlie  Patriarchsy 
''  implied  in  it  a  conquj^st  over  deathy  amtd 
**  a  removal  of  that  curse  denoimeed  on 
*^  Adam  at  the  fall;  stud  this  notion  sfalnds 
^*  confirmed  by  our  Sdviour's  reasbmng  in 
^'  the  Gospel,  where  he  exentpts  Abrahsfm 
"  Isaac  atid  Jacob  from  amongst  tlae  deady 
'^  hy  virtue  of  God?s  covenant  wifli  them, 
*^  tdbe  thiir  Ood;  and  from  theiice,  as  frohi? 
^*  an  unanftswerable  arguAient,  proves  afutu^ 
'^  resurrection;'' 

I  close  this  series  of  proofs,  that  a  ftf- 
tm>e  state  was*  almost  perpetually  in  t3le 
contemplation  of  the  Hofy  Psalmist;  witfe 
the  139th  psalm,  in  which  with  such  a 
divine  peiietifettion,  as  nothing  but  an  he*- 
ven-taught  wisdom  could  inspire,  he  cele- 
brates the  all-seeing  omniscience  of  his 
God,  whoTh  he  de^^crib^s  as  **  about'  his( 
*'  path  and  about  his  bed,   and  spying  out 

yoL.  II.  Y  ^*  a41 

*  Sherlock  on  Prophecy,  Discourse  V.  particularly  p.  112. 
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"all  his  ways,  acquainted,  with  every  word 
"in  his  tongue  long  before."  When  he 
describes  fhat  omnipresent  Spirit,  which  fills 
the  expanse  of  heaven,  and  penetrates  to 
the  recesses  of  hell,  from  whom  no  dark- 
ness can  conceal,  because  the  darkness  is  no 
darkness  with  him,  but  the  night  is  as  clear 
as  the  day:  when  he  acknowledges  that 
creative  love,  by  which  he  was  fearfully 
and  wonderfully  made :  when  he  exclaims, 
"  How  dear  are  thy  councils  unto  me  O 
"  God  !  Yea,  how  great  is  the  sum  of  them? 
"If  I  tell  them,  they  are  more  in  number 
"than  the  sand;  when  I  awake  up,  I  am 
"  present  with  thee  :*  what  is  the  practical 
inference  which  the  holy  Psalmist  deduces? 
It  is  nothing  l^ss  than  the  destruction  of 
the  wicked,  and   *  the  eternal  happiness  of 

the 

*  All  the  versions  agree  in  translating  the  last  words  of 
this  psalm,  "  the  way  everlasting,'*  Indeed  the  original  will 
scarcely  bear  any  other  meaning;  and  it  is  opposed  to  the 
**  way  of  pain  or  grkf/'  (as  we  have  it  in  the  margin  of  our 
Bibles,)  which  would  make  the  sense  still  more  expressly  to 
indicate  the  eternal  rewards  of  a  future  life,  as  opposed  to 
its  punishments.  Yet  1  know  not  why,  except  from  not 
observing  this  antithesis,  and  being  led  away  by  the  trans- 
lation of  the  first  clause,  as  a  way  of  iniquity;  many  of  the 
best  commentators  have  interpreted  the  second  as  the  way  qf 

pietM 
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the  good,  in  which  he  expresses  a  firm 
confidence  that  he  himself  will  share.  *'  Wilt 
**  thou  not  slay  the  wicked,  O  God  ?  De- 
"  part  from  me,  ye  Wood- thirsty  men."  And 
thus  he  concludes :  "  Ti^  me,  O  God,  and 
"  seek  the  ground  of  my  heart ;  prove  me 
"  and  examine  my  thoughts.  Look  well  if 
**  there  be  any  way  of  wickedness  in  me, 
"  and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlasting." 

In  the  moral  works  of  Solomon  we  find 
sufficient  proofs,  that  he  was  certain  of  a 
future  state  of  retribution,  and  felt  its  im- 
portance as  the  sti-ongesc  sanction  of  virtue. 
ITie  book  of  Proverbs,  consisting  chiefly  of 
rules  of  prudence  for  the  direction  of  hu- 
man Conduct,  so  as  to  obtain  prosperity  in. 
the  present  life,  does  not  so  frequently  af- 
ford occasion  for  directly  enforcing  the  dog- 
trine  of  a  future  state ;  but  in  many  places 
Y  2  it 

piety  and  righteousness  which  alone  is  durable  and  eternal. 
Butthe  word  nyjr  originally  meaning  "  grief  and  pain/' seems 
to  be  by  a  metaphor^  only  applied  to  idols  and  idolaters,  as 
bringing  misery  on  their  worshippers  ;  while  D^iy  *'  eter- 
nity/' is  very  seldom  u^ed  in  such  a  metaphorical  sense.  *  I 
cannot  see  why  the  more  literal  meaning  of  both  should  not 
be  here  preserved,  and  the  sense  would  be,  "  Look  well  if 
*'  there  be  any  tvay  deseming  of  pain  or  punishuent  in  vie,  and 
lead  mc  in  the  way  of  eternity*^* 
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it  is  plainly  intimated,  and  in  some  directly 
asserted. 

When  in  the  fourth  chapter,  the  preacher 
*'  exhorts,  *'^  Enter  not  into  the  patlis  of  the 
**  wicked,  and  go  not  into  the  way  of  evil 
'^  men  f  he  enforces  this  admonition  by  de- 
claring, "  The  path  of  the  just  is  as  the 
*^  shining  light,  that  shineth  more  and  more 
*•  unto  the  perfect  day;  but  the  way  of 
"  the  wicked  is  as  dariiness,  they  know  not 
"  at  what  they  stunjble."  Words  beautifully 
expressing  the  reward  of  virtue,  encreasing 
from  day  to  day,  until  it  terminates  in 
endless  glory ;  and  the  terrors  of  conscience, 
tyhich  incessantly  disturb  the  guilty. 

In  the  fifth  chapter  he  warns  against  li* 
centious  pleasures,  from  the  consideration 
^\  f  that  the  ways  of  man  are  before  the 
**  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  he  pondereth  all 
^*  his  goings.     His  own  iniquities  shall  take 

''  the 

*  Pro?,  iv.  18.  This  passage  is  not  noticed  by  Warbar- 
ton.  There  is  no  difference  of  interpretation  as  to  the  wonk 
quoted,  and  many  of  the  most  reputable  comnMUitators  gite 
them  tbe  same  sense  as  I  do  here  ;  a^  Merceros,  Glassius, 
Bjpiynus,  Patrick,  t)odd.   Vide  Foli  Synopsis,  &c. 

t  Prov.  V.  20.  Tins  passage  is  also  unnoticed  by  War- 
ouiton,  and  the  observation  made  on  the  last  note  applies  to 
it.     Vide  particularly  Po!i  Synopsis  and  Patrick  on  v.  23. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


''  the  wicked  himsielf,  knd  he  shall  be  holdeu 
"with  the  cord  of  his  sins;  he  shall  dirf 
*'  without  instruction,  and  in  the  greatness 
"  0f  his  folly  he  shall  go  astray.**  Words 
which*  clearly  denote,  that  the  sentence  of 
God,  upon  such  a  person  will  be,  that  he 
shall   inevitably  perish. 

In  the  eighth  chapter,  after  celebrating 
the  praises  of  wisdom,  which  the  Lord  pos- 
sessed  in  the  beginning  of  his  way,  before 
his  works  of  old,  even  from  everlasting; 
she  is  introduced  solemnly  calling  on  all  the 
sons  of  men.  *V  Now  therefore  hearken 
"unto  me,  O  ye  children,  for  blessed  are 
"  they  that  keep  my  ways;  for  whoso  find- 
"  eth  me  findeth  /i/e,  and  shall  obtain  fa- 
*'  vour  of  the  Lord^  but  he  that  sinneth 
"against  me,  wrongeth  his  own  soul:  all 
"  they  that  bate  me  love  death.''  These  words 
caji  scarcely  signify  any  thing  less  than 
the  destruction  brought  upon  the  soul  by 
death  eternal.  But  this  is  still  more  clearly 
asserted  to  be  the  punislmient  of  yiekling^ 
to  the  seductions  of  the  adultress  and  (he 
haiiot;  whose  house  the  royal  Preacher  de 

scribes, 

♦  Patrick  adopU  thi»   cnw.    Vide  hi«  ntteg. 
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scribes,  as  "  the  way  to  hell,  going  down 
^'  to  the  chamber3  of  death."  And  again, 
when  she  saith  to  the  dupe  of  her  vice, 
"  Stolen  waters  are  sweet,  and  bread  eaten 
*Mn  secret  is  pleasant;"  the  Preacher  adds, 
"  But  he  knoweth  not  that  the  dead  are 
'*  there,  and  that  her  guests  are- in  the  depth 
^'  of  hell,"  While,  in  chap,  xii,  ^8,  we  are 
told,  *'  In  the  way  of  righteousness  is  life, 
"  and  in  the  pathway  thereof  there  is  no 
^^  death,''  Thus  again,  in  the  fourteenth 
chapter,  we  are  assured^  that  '^  The  fear  of 
y  the  Lord  is  a  fountain  of  life,  tp  depart 
"  from  the  snares  of  death."  And  still  more 
expressly  w^  are  assumed,  "  That  the  wicked 
"  are  driven  away  in  his  wickedness,  but  the 
'Vrighteous'^  hath  hope  in  his  death."  And 
the  contrary  fate  of  the  wicked  is  expressed 
with  equal  clearness,   in  chap.  x?ci,  16.    ^'The 


•  Prov.  xif.  32.  ''  Hath  hope  in  his  death/'  i.  e.  says 
Warburton,  "  the  righteous  hath  hope,  that  he  shall  be  de- 
''  li/er^d  from  the  most  imminent  dangers.  So  the  Psalmist, 
''  upon  them  that  hope  in  his  mercy,  to  deliver  their  soul 
"  from  death,  and  to  keep  them  alive  in  famine.''  But  to  me 
no  ideas  seem  more  different  than  having  hope  in  death,  and 
hope  to  escftpe/rcw«  death ;  except  in  SLtidfrom  are  taken  as 
synonimous  and  convertible  prepositions,  trhich  th^y  cer;* 
|$ioly  are  not  in  Hebrew  more  than  in  English. 
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*^  man  that  wandereth  out  of  the  way  of 
'*  understanding,  shall  remain  in  the  con 
**  gregation  of  the  dead,"  that  is,  (as  Patrick 
explains  it,)  shall  be  sent  down  to  hell,  con- 
^'  fined  to  the  company  of  the  old  giants,  who 
"  giving  themselves  up  to  violence  and  de- 
^'  bauchery,  were  swept  away  by  the  deluge." 
And  by  a  similar  sanction  doth  the  royal 
Preacher  enforce  his  beautiful  exhortation 
to  active  benevolence;  chap.  xxiv.  11.  *' If 
**  thou  forbear  to  deliver  them  that  are 
"drawn  unto  death,  and  ready  to  be  slain; 
"  if  thou  say  est,  behold  we  knew  it  not : 
"  doth  not  he  that  pondereth  the  heart  con- 
"  sider  it,  and  he  that  keepeth  thy  soul 
"  doth  not  he  know  it,  and  shall  not  he 
"render  to  every  man  according  to  his 
"woiks?"  And  immediately  after,  "  When 
"  thou  hast  found  wisdom  there  shall  be  a 
"reward,  and  thy  expectation  shall  not  be 
"cut  off."* 

But 

*  Warburton  interprets  Pi-ov.  xi.  7.  "  When  a  wicked 
"  man  dieth  his  expectation  shall  perish,  and  the  hope  of 
'*  unjust  men  perisheth/'  combined  with  the  verse  now 
quoted,  to  apply  merely  to  the  expectation  of  wicked  men,  to 
establish  a  house  in  their  posterity;  which  expectation  would  ^ 
.deceive  them;  and  to  the  expectation  of  wise  and  virtuous 
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put  if  the  doctrine  gS  a  future  Tfttybu- 
doB  ia  only  ineidentally  inentioBed  in  the 
book  of  JPreverbs,  i^  fonns  tlie  great  kfisis 
and  the  leading  truth  of  th^  baok  of 
Eeclesiastes.  In  this  the  royal  Preacher  expa- 
tiates on  the  transitory  condition  of  man- 
kind, if  considered  as  confined  to  tlie  pre- 
sent state  of  existence ;  the  vanity  ^nd  vex- 
ation of  spirit  attending  all  present  human 
enjoyment,  which  hii^  own  experience  had  so 
abundantly  proved;  the  apparent  inequality 
of  Providence,  except  under  the  Jewish 
dsBpensation,  by  which  there  appears  one 
event  to  the  righteous  and  the  wicked. 
♦  "  Tliis,"  says  he,  ^Ms  an  evil  among  all 
"  things  that  are  done  under  the  sun,  that 
^'  there  v*  one  event  unto  all ;  yea  ako  the 
*^  heart  of  the  sons  of  men  is  full  of  evil, 
*^  and  madness  is  in  their  heart  while  they 
^*  live>  and  after  that  they  go  down  to  the 
"dead.''  But  in  all  the  difficulties  and 
perplexities,  all  that  vanity  and  vexation  of 

spirit, 
^^xk  \fi  t^  j(M9<^f^  9^  %u?  hQoest.^ndeay«an  wbick  shouM 

niu^u^p^^^^dpi^iip^MFe^^  Ihe  latter 

amiichhjgh$f.i^i9(aAd.    :^  ^Im  rab«cP>^  aJread^  qiigl64. 
appear  sufficiently  clear.     Vide  WarburtoD,  VqI.  V,  157. 
♦  Eeclcs.  ix.  $. 
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9pi|^  whiclk  this  partial  view  of  human  na- 
ture ig>pli€s,  *  the  royal  Preacher  brings  for- 

ivard 

^  The  lagenioas  and  learned  Desvoettx,  in  his  disserta* 
tion,  ^numeht  and  paraphrase  on  the  Book  of  Ecclesiastes, 
has  so  clearly  proved  the  scope  of  it  to  have  been  the  enforce- 
ment of  a  fiiture  Hie,  that  I  need  only  refer  to  his  work.   He 
also  poti»tB  Qn%  the  miaiinterppetations  of  Warburton.  Vide 
bis  Dissertation^  ch.  ii.  sect,  iii.  particularly  p.  72,  compare 
ed  with  Warburton,  Vol.  IV.  p.  158.     Those  who  have  not 
Detvoeux's  Work,  may  be  pleased  to  see  his  view  of  this  very 
important  part  of  Scripture.     "  The  author's  design,"  say;^ 
he,  "  is  to  prove"  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  or  rather  the 
"  necessity  of  another  state  after  this  life,  from  such  argu- 
"  mei^ts  as  may  be  afforded  by  reason  and  experience ;  and 
"  his  whole  discourse  may  be  reduced  to  three  propositions, 
"  ev^ry   one    of  which    when  properly    reflected    upon, 
*'  yields  a  strong  proof  of  a  future  state  of  rewards  and 
"  punishments.     First,  no  labour  or  trouble  of  n;ien  in  this 
^  world  can  ever  be  so  profitable,  as  to  produce  in  them  a 
"  lasting  contentment  and  thorough  satisfaction  of  mind.  Se- 
"  condly,  earthly  goods,  and  whatever  we  can  acquire  by 
"  our  utn^ost trouble  and  labour  in  this  world,  are  so  far  from 
"  making  us  lastingly  happy,  that  tbey  may  be  even  looked 
"  on  as  real  obstacles  to  our  ease,  quiet  and  tranquillity. 
'*  Thirdly,  men  know  not  what  is  or  is  not  truly  advantageous 
"  to  them ;  because  they  are  either  ignorant  or  unmindful  of 
"  that  which  must  come  to  pass  after  they  are  dead;  there  - 
*'  fore  any  one  may  conclude,  that  there  must  be  a  state  of 
*'  true  and  solid  happiness  for  men ;  except  God  who  is  allowed 
^"  to  hs^ve  made  them  what  tliey  are,  to  have  implanted  ia 
*'  their  hearts  that  strong  desire  of  happiness  which  often 
"  makes  them  unhappy  in  thiii  world,  and  to  have  the  ab$o- 
"  lute  command  of  their  fate,  be  absurdly  supposed  to  have 
"  acted  whimsically  in  their  formation,  and  to  act  so  still  m 
**  the  dispensation  of  providence.  Jhus  from  alt  these  propo- 

"  sitions. 
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ward  the  prospect  of  a  future  life  an^ju&t 
retribution,  as  the  solution  and  the  remedy, 
the  consolation  and  the  cure.  In  the  third 
chapter  he  tells  us,  ^*  I  know  that  whatsoever 
"  God  docth,  it  shall  be  for  ever.  Nothing 
"can  be  put  to  it,  nor  any  thing  taken 
''  from  it ;  and  God  doeth  it,  that  men  should 
"  fear  before  him."     Having  thus   asserted 

the 

"  sitions,  but  especially  the  last,  the  Preacher  infers^  that  we 
"  must  seek  for  happiness  beyond  the  grave."  This 
scheme  the  learned  author  supports,  by  an  accu- 
rate analysis  of  the  entire  work.  Vide  his  Disser- 
tation, chap.  iii.  vide  also  Patrick's  Preface,  which,  as 
to  my  present  argument,  is  equally  conclusive ;  and  Poli  Sy- 
nopsis. Should  it  be  objected  that  this  system  supposes  an 
unequal  Providence  in  Solomon's  reign,  contrary  to  the  de- 
claration of  the  Mosaic  Law.  I  answer  no  such  inference 
can  be  drawn.  Solomon  had  in  consequence  of  his  father's 
fidelity  and  his  own  early  piety,  enjoyed  the  highest  tempo- 
ral prosperity  ;  this  had  corrupted  his  iftind,  seduced  him 
into  vice,  and  involved  him  in  disappointment  and  calamity, 
which  were  the  present  consequences  ?ind  punishment  of  his 
offences.  But  this  whole  scries  of  events  operated  not  only 
to  convince  him,  that  God  had  punished  his  own  abuse  of 
temporal  prosperity ;  but  that  all  such  prosperity  was  in  its 
own  nature  inadequate  to  the  aspirings  of  an  immortal  spirit, 
which  ought  to  seek  its  happiness  in  the  rewards  of  another 
]ife,  to  DC  secured  only  by  the  constant  fear  of  God  and  obe- 
dience to  his  laws.  Besides,  we  cannot  but  suppose  that  So- 
lomon's* views  ^ere  enlarged,  to  consider  the  general  state 
conduct  and  prospects  of  mankind,  even  beyond  the  precincts 
of  the  Jewish  state,  and  the  sanctions  «f  the  Jewish  Law. 
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the  uniformity  and  consistency  of  the  divine 
conduct,  he  contrasts  them  with  the  perver- 
sion of  right  by  human  guilt;  and  declares 
this  can  only  be  rectified  by  the  righteous 
judgment  of  God.  '^And  moreover  I  saw 
"  under  the  sun  the  place  of  judgment,  that 
"  wickedness  was  there,  and  the  place  of 
^*  righteousness,  that  iniquity  was  there.  I 
"said  in  mine  heart,  God  shall  judge  the 
**  righteous  and  the  wicked ;  for  there  is  a 
**  time  there  for  every  purpose  and  for  every 
"  work." 

In  chap.  viii.  v.*  11.  he  remarks,  **  Be- 
*^  cause  sentence  against  an  evil  work  is  not 
"  executed  speedily,  therefore  the  heart  of 
"  the  sons  of  men  is  fully  set  in  them  to 
^^  do  evil."  He  adds,  **  Though  a  sinner 
"  do  evil  an  hundred  times,  and  his  days ' 
"  be  prolonged ;  yet  surely  I  know  that  it 
**  shall  be  well  with  them  that  fear  God, 
"which  fear  before  him;  but  it  shall  not 
"  be  well  with  the  wicked,  neither  shall  he 
"  prolong  his  days,  which  are  as  a  shadow, 
"  because  he  feareth  not  before  God ;"  evident- 
ly denoting  that  present  impunity  during  the 

longest 
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longest  life,  is  JW  a  shadow  only,  odflftpated 
\rith  that  future  duration,  through  which 
the  punishment  of  the  wicked  shall  #3ittti4. 
And  in  the'clesrenth  chapter  is  this  femarfc^ 
able  passage;  ^*  Rejoice,  O  young  mail  in 
"  thy  youth,  and  let  thy  l>eart  cheer  thee 
**  in  the  days  of  thy  youth,  and  walk  in 
**  the  ways  of  thy  heart  and  in  the  sight 
"  of  thine  ey^s ;  but  know  that-  for  all  these 
"  things  God  will  bring  thee  into  judgT^ent.* 
And  finally,  to  prove  a  future  state  of  re- 
tributi6n  was  the  object  he  held  out,  through 
the  entire  of  his  exhortation,  as  the  otily 
adequate  sanction  of  virtue,  the  only  sure 
prop  of  religion;  and  eternal  happiness^  the 
only  rational  object  of  human  {»u?suit^  he 
closes  this  admirable  work  with  a  solemn 
kdmonition :  ''  Remember  now  thy  Creator 
*'  in  the  days  of  thy  youth,  while  the  es^il 
''  days  come  not,  nor  the  years  draw  aigh 
"  when  tlK)u  shalt  say  I  have  no  pleaswrt 
"inthem."*'  Then,  after  describing  with  sin- 
gular beauty  and  philosophic  precision, 
the  symptoms  of  decay  preceding  that  awful 
hour,,  when,,  as  be  expresses  it,  "  The  ckis« 
**  shall  return  to  the  earth  as  it  was,   and 

"  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OBJECTIONS.  333 

"  the  spirit  shall  return  unto  God  who  gave 
^'it;"  he  imprints  upon  tlie  heart  of  bis 
reader,  that  great  truth,  which  it  was  his 
chief  object  to  promulgate  and  enforce. 
*  **  LejL  us  hear  the  conclusion  of  the  whole 
*'  matter :  fear  God  and  keep  liis  command- 
"  ments,  for  this  is  the  whole  duty  of  man, 
*^  For  God  shall  bring  every  work  into 
^^  judgment^  with  every  secret  thing,  wbetlier 
*'  it  be  good  or  whetlicr  it  be  evil'' 

The  great  truth  of  a  day  of  divine  judg- 
ment and  strict  retribution,  was  thus  clearly 
promulgateil  by  the  royal  Preacher,  whose 
distinguished  glory  as  a  monarchy  and  un- 
paralleled wisdom  as  a  sage,  must  have  ex- 
cited the  greatest  attention  to  his  instroc- 
tipns^  amongst  aU  his  couctrymen.  But  it 
seems  to  have  been  tlie  intention  of  Provi- 
dence to  impress  the  conviction,  that  the 
soul  survived  deaths  and  that  man  was 
capable  of  a  blessed  immortality,  by  mi- 
raculous facts,  as  well  as  by  inspired  in- 
stiuctions.  This  must  have  been  tlic  effect 
of  those  three  great  instances  of  resurrec- 
tion from  the  dead,  produced  by  the  mira- 
culous 
*  £cclesiastes,  two  last  i^erseft. 
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culous  power  of  Elijah  and  Elishah,  the 
most  illustrious  of  the  Jewish  Prophets: 
*  first,  the  son  of  the  widow  of  Zarephath, 
whom  Elijah  revived  immediately  after  he 
had  expired :  secondly,  the  f  son  of  tlie 
Shunamite,  whom  Elishah  restored  to  life^ 
after  he  had  been  dead  for  a  considerable 
length  of  time,  even  during  the  journey  of 
his  mother  from  Shunem.  to  Carmel,  to  im- 
plore the  Prophet's  aid,  and  their  return  :- 
and  lastly,  the  resurrection  of  the  man  if  who 
was  bearing  to  his  burial,  and  who,  on 
being  let  down  into  the  sepulchre '  of  Eli- 
jah, revived.  Each  of  these  facts  rose  above 
the  preceding,  both  in  the  public  notoriety 
of  the  event,  and  the  magnitude  of  the  mi- 
raculous interposition.  In  addition  to  these 
facts,  the  glorious  translation  ||  of  Elijah  to 
heaven,  so  sublimely  described  by  the  sacred 
historian;  ''when  there  appeared  a  chariot 
^'  of  fire  and  horses  of  fire,  and  parted  them 
"  both  (that  is,  Elijah  and  Elisliah)  asun- 
'^der;  and  Elijah  went  up  by  a  whirlwind 
''  into  heaven.  And  Elishah  saw  it,  and  he 
"  cried,  my  father,    my  father,   the  chariot 

"of 

*  1  Kings,  xvii.  f  2  Kings,  iv. 
t  Ibid.  xiii.  21.  |l  Ibid.ii.  11. 
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"  of  Israel  and  the  horses  of  Israel,  and  he 
"saw  him  no  more."  These  miracles  com- 
bined with  others  of  a  different  kind,  wrought 
by  the  same  Prophets,  whidh  must  have  ex- 
cited general  attention,  cduld  not^  fail  of  im- 
pressing extensively  and  deeply  on  the  Jewish 
nation,  the  opinions  of  the  soul's  surviving 
death,  and  being  capable  of  a  blessed  im- 
mortality. And  in*  the  writings  of  the  sub- 
sequent Prophets,  we  find  these  truths  in- 
troduced sometimes  in  metaphor  and  scenic 
description  as  familiar  to  the  minds  of  the 
Jewish  people,  and  sometimes  directly  re- 
vealed and  authoritatively  enforced,  to  sup- 
port the  interests  of  virtue  and  the  sacred- 
ness  of  religion. 

I  select  a  few  instances  from  the  ener- 
getic and  sublime  Isaiah.  How  ^wful  the 
description  of  the  destruction  which  was  to 
await  the  king  of  Babylon;  which  though 
a  scenic  and  metaphorical  description,  coiild 
not  but  suggest  the  idea,  and  impress  the 
belief  of  a  future  state ;  or  rather  indeed 
proves  such  ideas  and  such  a  conviction  were 
perfectly  familiar  both  to  the  Prophet  and 
his  readers,    *  "  Hell  from  beneath  is  moved 

''  for 
*  Isaiab>  xiv.  9. 
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"  for  to  meet  thee  at  thy  coming,  it  stirreth 
**  up  the  dead  for  thee,   even  all  the  chief 
"  ones  of  the  earth ;  it  hath  raised  up  from 
*^  their  thrones  all  tlie  kings  of  the  nations, 
"  all    tliey'  slisall  speak  and   say  unto  thee, 
"  art  thou  also  become  weak  as  we  are ;  art 
"  thou  become  like  unto  us?"  In  the  twenty- 
ftfth  cliapter,  tlie  Prophet  desscribes  the  faith- 
fulness   of   God    in    executing  his  menaces 
on  the  wicked,    and  his  promises  of  salva- 
tion to  the  faithful,  in  terms,  which  in  their 
full  meaning  arc  applicable  only  to  the  great 
day  of  final  retribution;  however  they  may 
in  a  more  confined  sense  have  been  fulfilled 
by  antecedent  and  temporal  judgments.  ^*  O 
*'  Loixl/'  says   the  Prophet,   "  thou  art  my 
''  God,   I  will  exalt  thee,  I  will  praise  thy 
'*  name,  for  thou  hast  doiie  wonderful  things, 
^'  thy  counsels   of  old    are   faithfulness  and 
'  truth."     And    tlien,     after  describing  the 
vengeance  of  God  on  his  enemies,  he  pro- 
ceeds to  describe  the  salvation  of  the  faith* 
fill.     *^  And  he  will  destroy  in   this  moun- 
'^  tain   the   face   of  the  covering  cast  ovei 
"  all   people,    and    the   veil    that  is   spread 
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'■^  over  ali  *  nations ;  lie  will  swallow  up 
.  ^  death  in  victory,  and  the  Lord  God  will 
"^^  wipe  away  tears  from  off  all  faces,  and 
**  the  rebuke  of  his  people  sliall  he  take 
^'^away  from  off  all  the  earth,  for  the  Lord 
''hath  spoken  it/' 

In    the    twenty-sixth    chapter    the    Pro- 
phet   pursues   th/5    same    subject^    in    terms 
which,   yet    more   directly   suggei^  the    re- 
volt. IX.  z  surrectibti 

*  In  IjOWtb*s  beautiful  translationi  the  idea  of  an  iipmor- 
tal  stiate  h  atill  more  ckady  ex|>ressed,  ch.  xxv.  8. 

He  shall  utterly  de^roy  death  for  ever  ; 

And  the  Loi*d  Jehovah  shall  wipe  away  the  tear  from 
off  all  faces.  ^ .. 

Aad  the  reprpach  of  his  people  shall  he  xemore  frbm  off 
the  whole  earth ; 

For  JfittoViUi  hath  spoken  it. 
And  on  verse  vi.  Lowth  remarks,  "  The  feast  here  spoken 
9^  is  to  be  celebrated  on  Mount  Sion^  and  all  the  people 
TvithoMt  distui^ctioo  are  to  be  invited  to  it;  this  can  be  no 
other  tl^m  the  celebration  of  the  establishment  of  Christ's 
kiog^vfi^  which  is  ffe<|uent1y  represented  in  the  Gospel,  un- 
der the  image  of  a  feast;  where  "  many  shall  come  from 
the  "  east  and  west,"  and  shall  sit  down  at  table  "  with 
"  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ;** 
Matthew,  viii.  9.  Luke,  xiv.  16,  and  xxii.  29.  This  sense 
is  fully  confirmed  by  the  concomitants  of  this  feast,  expres- 
sed in.  the  next  verse,  the  removing  the  veil  from  the  face 
of  all  nations;  and  the  abolition  of  death.  The  first  of 
which  is  obviously  and  clearly  explained  of  the  preaching  of 
the  Gospel.  And  the  sec^pnd  must  mean  the  ()1essing  of  im- 
iportality  procured  for  us  by  Christ,  who  hatli  "  abolished 
**  ^eath,  and  through  death  hath  destroyed  him  that  had  th^ 
"power  of  death.** 
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siirrection    at    the  last    day.      *    "In  that 
^  day  shall  this  song  be   sung  in  the    land 

"of 

*Iiaiah^  xxvL  I,  1S>  20,  21..  Lowth's .  translatiqa  of 
these  last  verses  is  somewhat  djtFerent,  though  for  the  pur- 
pose I  adduce  them,  liot  materialFy:  v.  10. 

Thy  dead  shall  live,  my  deceased  they  shall  rise. 

Am  ake  and  sing,  ye  that  dwell  in  the  dust ;, 

For  thy  .dew  is  as  the  dew  of  the  (^wn. 
'    ISdf  the  earth  shall  c^st  fortti  as  an  abortion,  the  deceased 
-     .         ty^rants^     ^    t  \     ;."; 

a^d  V.  21. 

tor  VelVold,  Jehovah  issueth  forth  from  his  place, 

Taptkhish  for  hrs  iniqiUty  the  inhabitant  of  the  earth. 

And  the  etifth  shall  tlisclose  the  blood  thfot  ift  upon  her,. 

And  shall  na  longer  cover  hfef  slaift. 
Oh  this  passage  Lowth  remarks,  "  TTit  deliverance  of 
"  the  people  of  God  from  a  state  of  the  Ibwe^t  depression,  is 
"explained  by  Images  plainly  taken  ft*om  tire  resurrection 
"  of  the  dead.  In  the  same  manner  thfe  Prophet  Ezekiel  re- 
•*  presents  the  restoration  of  the  Jewish  nation  from  a  state  of 
**  uttel*  desolation,  by  the  restoring  of  the  dry  bones  to  life, 
"  exhibited  to  Jiiin  in  a  vtsion,  chap,  xxxvti.  which  is  directfy 
"  thus  applied  and  explained,  v.  11  and  this  deliverance  is 
^'  expressed  with  a  manifest  opposition  to  what  is  here  said 
«'  above  v.  14  of  the  great  Lords  and  Tyrants  under  wbooi 
**  they  had  groaned.  .      ;  . 

They  are  dead,  they  shall  not  live  t 

'  They  are  deceased  tyrants,  they  shall  tiot  rise. 
*'  That  they  should  be  destroyed  utterly,  and  should  never 
"  be  restored  to  their  former  power  and  glory.  It  appears 
•'  from  hence,  that  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection  of  the 
/'  dead  was  at  that  time  a  common  and  popular  doctrine ; 
'"  for  an  image  which  is  assumed,  in  order  to  express  or  re- 
*'  present  another,  in  the  way  of  allegory  or  metaphor^ 
"  whether  poetical  or  prophetical,  must  be  an  image  com- 

'     '  « monljr 
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"  of  Judah,  we  have  a  strong  city,  salva- 
'^  tion  will  God  appoint  for  walls  and  bul- 
*'  warks.  Thy  dead  men  shall  live;  with 
"  my  dead  body  shall  they  arise :  awake 
*^  and  sing  ye  that  dwell  in  the  dust;  for 
^^  thy  dew  is  as  the  dew  of  herbs,  and  the 
**  earth  shall  cast  out  the  dead.  Come,  my 
"  people,  enter  thou  into  thy  chambers,  and 
*'  shut  thy  doors  about  thee;  hide  thyself 
'*  as  it  were  for  a  little  moment,  until  the 
"  indignation  be  overpast.  For  behold,  the 
*'  Lord  cQmeth  out  of  his  place,  to  punish 
**  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  for  their  ini- 

z  2  "  qi^ity; 

"  monly  known  and  understood,  otherwise  it  will  not  answer 
'*  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  assumed. ' 

Here  I  find  the  Bishop  of  Killalla  makes  no  material 
change  in  Ix>wth's  translation  ;  but  the  learned  Prelate  in. 
the  next  chapter  notices  a  circumstance  very  apposite  to  my 
present  argument.     Ch.  xxvii. 

^  In  that  day, 

"  Shall  Jehovah  punish  with  his  grievous  sword, 

"  His  great  and  strong  sword, 

'*  Leviathan  the  mailed  serpent, 

^'  Even  Leviathan  the  writhing  serpent; 

*'  And  }ie  shall  slay  the  monster  that  is  in  the  sea.'' 
On  this  the  Bishop  remarks,  *'  that  whatever  present  ad- 
*'  versary  is  designed  here,  by  the  name  of  Leviathan,  whe- 
*'  ther  the  king  of  Egypt  or  Babylon ;  it'seems  highly  pro- 
"  bable  that  a  future  spiritual  enemy  is  in  contemplation, 
"  even  the  old  serpent,  whose  final  destiny  is  related^  Rer.  - 
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''  quity ;  the  earth  also  shall  disclose  her 
''^  blood,  aiid  shall  no  more  cover  her  slain."^ 
In  the  tlwrty-^third  chapter  ht)w  awfully 
does  the  Prophet  describe  the  Judgments  of 
GodJ^  ^'  Hear,  ye  that  are  ifar  off,  what  1 
"  have  done,  and  ye  that  are  near^  acknow- 
'•^  lalge  my  might  Tlie  simiei»&  in  Zion  are 
"  afraid;  fearfulixess Iiath  surprized  the  hypo- 
"  crites ;  who  among  us  shall  dwell  with 
^^the  devouring  fire;*  who  amongst  us  shall 
"  dweH  with  everlasting  burnings  ?  He  that^ 
"  walketh  righteously  and  speaketh  uprightly,, 
•*  he  that  despiseth  the  gain  of  oppressions 
*'  that  shaketh  his  liands  from  holding  of 
**  bVibes,  that  stoppeth  his.  ears  from  hear- 
*^  ing  of  blood,  and  shutteth  his  eyes  fxotiv 
'*  seeing  evil,  lie  sliall  dwell  on  liigh ;  his 
**  place  of  defence  shall  be  the  munitions 
."  of  rocks,    bread   shall   be  given  him,,   his 

"  waters 

♦Lowth  translates  the  fourteenth  verse,  "Who  aa»<mg  us 
"  can  abide  this  consuming  fire,  who  among  us  can  abide 
"  the^e  continued  burnings  I  Verse  eleven  to  twenty-two, 
Lowth  remarks,  is  a  description  of  the  dreadful  apprehen- 
sions of  the  wicked,  in  those  times  of  distress  and  imminent 
danger,  frnely  contrasted  with  the  confidence  and  security  of 
the  righteous,  and  their  trust  in  the  promises  of  God>that  he 
will  be  their  never  failing  strength  and  protector. 
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^^  waters  shall  be  sure."  And  in  verse  xxil 
the  ground  of  this  confidence  is  emphati- 
cally described,  *'  For  the  Lord  is  pur 
*^  judge,  the  Lord  is  our  lawgiver,  the  Lor^ 
^Ms   our    king,    he    will   save  us."* 

In  the  fifty-first  chapter  the  Prophet  illus^ 
trates  the  abolition  of  the  Jewish  economy  and 
the  introd«etioji  of  the  new^  by  Images  which 
bespeak  a  mind  familiarized  to  the  contem- 
|>lation  of  that  gmnd  catastrophe  which 
«hall  close  the  existence  of  this  «uWunaiy 
world.  *'  Lift  np  your  eyes  to  the  heavens, 
^^  and  look  upo»  the  earth  beneath;  for  thp 
^*  hcaveus  shall  vanish  away  like  smoke,  an^ 
^*  the  earth  shall  wax  old  like  a  gaainenl; 
"  and  they  that  dwell  thereoB  shall  die  in 
*^Uke  manner;  hut  my  salvation  sjialji  be 
^^  for  ever^  and  my  righteoasnesis  shaU  nol: 
^*  be  abolished^  **  "  Hearken  unto  me^  ye 
*^  that  jknow  righteoust>e$i%  the  people  m 
^'  whose  heart  is  my  law.  Fear  ye  uot 
^^  the  reproach  of  men;  neither  be  ye  ^fraid 
^*of  their  reviliugs;  for  the  moth  /shall  eat 
*'  them  up  like  a  garment,  and  the  woriji 
^  shair  eat  them  like  wool ;  but  my  righte^ 

^  busnes$ 


'  Digitized  by 


Google 


"54,21  uEvitw   OF 

'*  ousness  shall   be  for  ever,  and   my  salva- 
*'  tion  from  *  generation  to  generation." 

I  close  the  extracts  from  this  truly  evangelic 
Prophet,  with  the  fifty-seventh  chapter,  in 
tvhich  he  describes  in  terms  the  most  clear  and 
impressive,  that  strict  retjibution^  by  which 
divine  justice  will  correct  all  the  inequalities 
of  the  present  life,  and  render  to  every 
man  according  to  his  works.  *'  The  righte- 
*'  ous  perisheth,  and  no  man  layeth  it  to 
*^  heart,  and  merciful  mea  are  taken  away, 
*^  none  considering  that  the  righteous  is 
"  taken  away  f  f^ ^^^  the  evil  to  come.  He 
'^  shall  enter  into  peace,  they  shall  rest  in 
'^  their  b^ds,  each  one  walking  in  his  up- 
^   '  \^  rightness.  ^ 

^  *  Lowth^s  translation  is  here  much  more  accurate  and  ex- 
preksiVie.  "  But  my  righteousness  shall  ef^dure  for  ever, 
^'  and  my  salvation  to  the  age  of  ^ges." 

f  Lowth  is  more  accurate,  and  equally  expressive  of  the 
sentiment  which  this  passage  appears  to  me  to  impress. 

"  The  ifighteous  Eas^n  is  taken  away  because  of  the  evil; 

"  He  shall  go  in  peace,  he  shall  rest  in  his  bed, 

"  Even  the  perfect  man,  he  that  walketh  in  the  strait 
.'''pacUi." 

Bj^hop  -Stock  ren^arks,  that  in  verse  xix,  the  words, 
"  peace  to  the  distant  and  to  the  near,  saith  Jehovah,'/  means 
**  io  the  Gentiles  as  w^ll  as  Jews.  In  this  universal  peace  the 
'\  wicked  shall  have  no  share."  I  would  add,  this  universal 
peace,  excluding  all  the  wicked,  can  scarcely  be  conceived 
strictly  true  but  of  that  world  "  wherein  shall  dwell  righte- 
"  ousness." 
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'"  rightness.  For  tlms  saith  tlie  High  and 
"  Lofty  Oii€  that  inhabiteth  eternity,  whose 
^^  name  is  holy:  I  dwell  in  the  high  and 
*^  holy  place,  with  him  also  that  is  of  a  con- 
^Vtrite  and  humble  spirit;  to  revive  the  spirit 
^*t)f  the  humble,  and  to  revive  the  heart 
'*  of'  the  contrite  ones.  But  the  wicked  are 
^Mike  the  troubled  sea,  whose  Av;aters  cast 
*^  op  mire  and  dirt ;  there  is  no  peace,  saith 
*'  my  God,   to  the  wicked/' 

Jeremiah,  Ezekiel^,  arid  the  minor  Prophets, 
<K:cupied  as  they  chiefly  are,  in  denouncing 
the  temporal  judgments  immfediately  to  be 
inflicted  on  the  Jew.%  first  by  the  dispersion 
of  the  ten  tribes,  and  afterwards  by  the 
Babylonish  captivity^  recur  -to  the  remote 
ideas  of  a  future  state  less  frequently  than 
the  great  evangelic  Prophet,  who  constantly 
extends  his  view  to  the  glories  and  the  ef- 
fects of  the  Messiah's  reign.  '  Yet  they 
frequently  speak  of. Jehovah  as  recompeac- 
ing  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  whether 
nations  or  individuals,  according  to  their 
ideeds,  and  of  the  great  and  teiTible  day  of 
the  Lord,  and  of  men  s  delivering  their  souls 
^om    death;    in  terms   which  are    properly 

applicable 
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applicable  only  to  the  great  day  of  final 
retribution.  *  Thus  Jeremiah,  in  his  seven-r 
teenth  chapter  declares,  ''  Jhe  heart  is  de- 
^'  ceitful  above  all  things,  who  capi  know 
**  it.  I  the  Lord  search  the  hearts,  I  try 
"  the  reins,  even  to  give  to  every  man  acr 
"  cording  to  his  works,  and  according  to 
**  the  fruit  of  his  doings.*'  And  agaip,  •*  Ife 
**  that  getteth  riches  and  not  by  J-jght,  shalj 
*^  leave  them  in  the  mjd$t  of  hi^  days,  and 
f*  at  his  end  shall  be  a  fool"  f  And  again, 
"  O  Lord,  the  hope  of  Israel,  all  that  for- 
^'  sake  thee  shall  be  ashamed^  and  they  that 
"  depart  from  me,  shall  be  written  in  the 

^^  earth  j'' 

*  Blayncy  observes,  the  Prophet  cpntra48  ihf  ftccursed 
condition  of  him  that  resteth  his  trust  on  man,  y.  5.  6.  He 
sheweth  that,  be  the  human  heart  ever  so  wily,  God  can  de- 
tect and  will  finally  punish  its  double-dealing,  y.  ix.  I V.  He 
Iioknowle4geth  that  jure  s^tyatipn  eometh  from  Gpd  and 
from  God  only. 

f  Blayney  reads  feloq,  thj^t  is,  "  hq  shs^ll  haye  th^  re- 
*'  ward  of  a  felon  at  last,  or  shall  be  brought  to  condign 
•'  punishment.''  f '  This  is  directly  opposite  to  what  Balaam 
"  wished.  Number  xxiii.  10,  and  what  every  wise  man 
•'  would  wish  for  himself,  a  latter  end  like  that  of  the  righte* 
"  ous."  If  this  observation  is  jus^,  the  Prophet,  by  thf^ 
last  end  of  tjie  irreligious,  means  their  future  state;  which  ac- 
cording to  Taylor,  is  the  exact  force  of  the  word  xyiTtV^  here 
used.  The  Chaldee  paraphrase  renders  th0. words  ''  sballt»e 
"  written  in  earth,"  by  falling  into  Gehenna. 
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"eartJi;    becausj^    they   have   forsaken    the 

*^  Lord,  thp  fountain  of  living  wat^s." 

Thus  Ezekiel,*  in  the  vision  of  the  valley 

of  dry  bones,  gives  a  scenical  representation 

of  the   restoration   of   the    dead   hope   of 

Israel  by  the  restoration  of  these  bones  to 

life,     ^^  Then  said  he  unto  me,  son  of  man^ 

'*  these  bones  are  the  whole  house  of  Israel: 

**  behold,  they  say  our  bones  are  dried,  and 

^^our  hope  is  lost;    we  arc;  cut  off  for  our 

^'  parts,     Therefore  prophecy  and  say  unto 

^^  them,  thus  aaith  the   Lord  God,   behpld, 

^'  O  my  people,    I    will   open  your  graves, 

**  and  C4use  you  to   come  up  out  of  your 

"  graves, 

*  Primate  Newcome,  in  his  "pote  on  the  twelfth  ^ersc  of 
this  chapter  observes,  "  In  the  land  of  their  captivity,  the 
f  Jews  s^med  as  absolutely  cleprived  of  their  own  country^ 
**  as  perso1^  comn^tted  to  th?  gra.ve  are  cyt  of  from  the 
^  liying.  The  foregoing  similitude  shewed  in  a  strong  anJ 
f'  beautify)  manner^^  that  God  who  coul(]  even  raise  the  dead, 
ff  had  power  to  restore  them,''  Having  been  led  to  recur  to 
^he  \irorks  of  this  truly  learned  and  Christian  divine;  I 
pannot  forbear  expressing  the  fond  and  grateful  remeni- 
branqs  which  jnust  ever  remain  imprinted  on  my  hearty  of  a 
man,  whose  encouragement  animated,  whose  advice  guided 
my  earliest  studies,  and  in  whose  friendship  (terminated 
alas !  only  by  his  death,)  I  received  the  most  honourable  Re- 
ward. But  he  is  gone  in  peace,  he  rests  in  glory ;  though 
dead,  his  example  and  his  works  still  speak  to  the  living; 
and  oh  "  may  we  die  the  death  of  the  righteous  ^d  may 
"  our  last  end  be  like  his." 
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**  graves,  and  bring  you  unto  the  land  of 
*^  Israel."  Thus  also  Hosea,  encouraging 
Israel  to^  obedience,  by  the  prospect  of  deli- 
Terance  from  the  calamities  which  God  would 
inflict  on  them,  for  tlieir  crimes,  if  they 
should  truly  repent ;  in  his  thirteenth  chap- 
ter calls  oh  them;  *'  O  Israel  thou  hast 
**  destroyed  thyself,  but  in  me  is  thine  help,* 
*'  I  will  ransom  them  from  the  power  of 
"  the  grave ;  I  wHl  redeem  them  from  death* 
**  O  death,  1  will  be  thy  plague  !  O  grave, 
•^  I  will  be  thy  destruction.  Repentance  shall 
*^  be  hid  from  mine  eyes." 

Joel  with  all  the  energy  and  sublimity  of 
Isaiah  Jiimself,  predicts  the  wonderful  effu* 
sion  of  divine  grace  under  the  Gospel  scheme; 

and 

*  Thig  verse  is  othetwlse,  and  as  it  seems  to  n^e,  more  ac- 
curately rendered  by  Primate  Newcome. 

*'  Yet  I  will  redeem  thee  from  the  grave, 

"  I  will  deliver  thee  from  death. 

*'  O  death  where  is  thine  overthrow  T 

^'  O  grave  ^here  is  thy  destruction  f 

"  Repenting  is  hidden  firom  mine  eyes.*' 
**  i.  e.*'  says  Newcome,  "  change  of  purpose,  niy  veracity 
"  being  concerned  y  and  h^  remarks^,  "  ^hat  St.  Paul  natu-j 
**  rally  applies  to  the  resurrection  of ^the  dead,  wjiat  the  Prp- 
"phetsaysof  future  national  happiness."  Admitting  the 
Prophet  means  only  this,  we  have  here  a  very  strong  in- 
stance how  distinct  and  familiar  was  the  idea  Of  a  resurr^c^s 
tioD,  to  the  Prophet  and  his  countrymen. 
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and  passes  on  to  describe  the  signs  that  sliould 
precede,  and  the  terrors  that  sliould  attend 
the  coming  of  the  day  of  judgment^  that 
great  and  tenible  day  of  the  Lord.  *  *'And 
"  I  will  shewr  wonders  in  tlie  heaven  and 
*'  in  the  earth,  blood j  and  fire  and  pillars 
**  of  smoke;  the  sun  shall  be  turned  into 
*'  darknessj  and  tlie  moon  into  blood,  be- 
*^  fore  tlie  great  and  the  terrible  day  of  the 
**  Lord  come.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass, 
t^  that  whosoever  shall  call  on  the  name  of 
*' the  Lord  shall  be  delivered;  for  in  Mount 
^*  Zion  and  in  Jerusalem  shall  be  deliverance, 
^^as  the  Lord  hatli  said,  and  in  the  rem- 
**  nant  whom  the  Lord  shall  call," 

Amos  also  first  describes  the  temporal  sanc- 
tions of  the  Mosaic  Law,  and  their  exaclr 
distrihutlon  by  the  immediate  hand  of  God; 
if  ''  Who  caujiicd  it  to  rain  upon  one  city  and 
**  not  to  rain  upon  anotlier  city ;  one  piece 
''  was  rained  upon,  and  the  piece  where- 
*'  upon  it  rained  not,  withere^l.     So  tsvo  or 

*'  three 

*  Joelj  cb.  ii-  v.  30.  Primate  New  come  utjder^tands  thb 
passage,  qC  the  eveuts  which  took  place  at  the  d^struclton  of 
Jovosalt^tii  by  ibe  Homaji^,  But  fram  oor  Saviour^is  laagiiagc. 
Mat,  XXIV.  *Z9.  we  are  cei'tainly  warranted  in  aiipfy lag  them 
also  to  the  day  ofgeueral  jvidgmenu 
f  Amo3j  lY,  7* 
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*' three  cities  wandered  unto  one  city  to 
*^  drink  water,  but  they  were  not  satisfied; 
"  yet  have  ye  not  returned  unto  me,  saith  the 
"  Lord.  1  have  overthrown  sorne  of  you, 
"  as  God  overthrew  Sodom  and  Gomorrah ; 
"  and  ye  were  as  a  fire-brand  plucked  out 
"of  the  burning;  yet  have  ye  not  return* 
"  ed  unto  nw,  saith  the  Lord/'  He  then 
procj^d^  to  point  out  that  great  day  of 
judgment,  the  prospect  pf  whiich  ought  to 
restrain,  as  its  punishment  would  assuredly 
chastize  the  obstinacy  of  their  guilt,  *^  There^ 
"fore  thus  will  I  do  unto  thee,  O  Isrfiel; 
"  and  because  I  will  do  this  unto  thee,  pee-t 

"  PARE  TO  ]N[|:£T  THT  GOD,  O  ISHAflJL.  For  lo, 

*'  he  tjiat  formeth  the  mountains  and  createth 
f*  tl^  wind,  and  deiclareth  unto  ni^n  what 
^*  is  hh  ttiought,  that  maketh  the  niorning 
'*  darkness,  and  treadeth  vpon  the  high  place* 
^*  pf  the  earth,  the  ]U>rd  God  of  H6$ts  is 
^Vhis  name," 

JSfahum''^  with  equal  sublimity  describes 
the  vengeance  of  God  in  terms  appUr 
cable  only  to  the  general  judgment  on 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth.     "  He  re^ 

*^buketl» 
*  Kahum^  first  chapt^rr 
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' '  buketh  the  sea  and  makcth  it  dry,  and 
**  dryeth  up  all  the  rivers;  Bashan  languish- 
**  eth,  and  Carmel,  and  the  flower  of  Le- 
"  banoii  languisheth  ;  the  mountains  quake 
*'  at  him  and  the  hills  melt,  and  the  earth 
^'  is  burnt  at  his  presence ;  yea^  the  world 
*^  and  all  that  dwell  therein.  Who  can  stand 
"  before  his  indignationj  and  who  can  abide 
"in  the  fierceness  of  his  anger?  His  fury 
"  is  poured  out  like  fire,  and  the  rocks  are 
"  thrown  down  by  him.  The  Lord  is  good, 
"  and  a  strong  hold  in  the  day  of  trouble^ 
**  and  he  knoweth  them  that  trust  him ; 
"but  with  an  overruning  flood,  he  will  make 
"  an  utter  end  of  the  place  thereof,  and 
"  darkness  shall  pursue  his  enemies," 

Finally,  I  close  this  series  of  prophetical 
denunciations  of  the  great  day  of  final  re- 
tribution,  with  the  distinct  and  awful  dc- 
icription    of   it    by    the    Prophet  Daniel 

*  "  I  beheld'*  says  the  Prophet,  "  till  the 
"  thrones  were  cast  down,  and  the  ancient 
'^  of  days  did  sit,  whose  gannent  was  white 
"  a^s   snow ;   and  the  hair  of  his  head  like 

"  the 
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'^  the  pure  wool ;  his  throne  was  like  the  fiery 
"  flame,  and  his  wheels  as  burning  fire;  a  fiery 
'/  stream  issued  and  came  forth  from  before 
'*  him ;  thousand  thousands  ministered  unto 
**  him,  and  ten  thousand  times  ten  thonsand 
"stood  befbve  him;  the  judgment  was  set 
"  and  tfie  books  were  opened."  And  again, 
'*  I  saw  in  the  night  visions;  and  behold, 
"  one  hke  the  Son  of  Man  came  with  the 
"clouds  of  heaven,  and  came  to  the  ancient 
"  of  daysy  and  Ihey  brought  him  near  be- 
"  fore  him ;  and  there  was  given  dominioa 
"  JEind  glory  and  a  kingdom,  that  all  peo- 
"ple,  nations  and  languages  should  serve 
"him:  his  dominion  is  an  everlasting  do* 
"  minion  which  shall  not  pass  away,  and 
"  his  kingdom  that  which  shall  not  be  abo- 
"lished." 

And  at  the  conclusion  of  this  wonderful 
and  solemn  prophecy,  in  the  last  chapter 
of  Datiiel,  "  And  at  that  time  shall  Michael 
"  stand  up,  the  great  prince  which  ^tand- 
"eth  for  the  children  of  thy  people;  and 
"  there  shall  be  a  time  of  trouble,  and  such  as 
*'  was  never  since  there  was  a  nation,  even 
**  to  that  time ;   and  at  that  time  thy  peo- 

"  pie 
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*^  pie  shall  be  delivered,  every  one  that  shall 
**  be  found  written?  in  the  book.  And  many 
"  of  them  that  sleep  in  tlie  dust  of  the 
*^  earth. 3hall  awake,  some  to  everlasting  life, 
*^  and  some  to  shame  and  everlasting  con- 
^'  tempt  And  they  that  be  wise  shall  shine 
**  as  the  brightness  of  the  firmament,  and 
♦^  they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness  a$ 
*^  the  stars  for  ever  and  ever." 

Thus  clearly  do  the  Jewish  Prophets  pro- 
mulgate that  trutli,  so  plainly  declared  by 
another  inspired  writer,  who  probably  did 
not  live  under  the  Jewish  dispensation,  and 
who  at  a  much  earlier  period,  proclaimed 
the  same  awful  ^doctrine;  even  the  Patriarch 
Job,*    who    with   all    the   solemnity  which 

its 

*  That  this  passage  of  Job  really  means  the  redemption 
of  the  just  at  the  last  day,  has  been  abundantly  proved  by 
many  writei-s,  in  opposition  not  only  to  Warburton,  but  to 
Grotius  and  Le  Clerc.  Vide  particularly  the  notes  of  the 
very  learned  SchuUens,  and  of  Peters.  The  ancient  origin 
of  the  book  has  also,  as  appears  to  me,  been  abundantly 
proved  by  many  writers,  but  by  none  more  ably  than  by 
my  learned  friend  Dr.  Magee,  in  his  work  on  Atonement 
and  Sacrifice.  I  think  it  unnecessary  to  dwell  longer  on 
this  subject,  the  argument  on  which  has  already  swelled  far 
beyond  my  original  intention.  I  would  only  remark,  that 
notwithstanding  his  laboured  dissertation,  Warburton  ap- 
peals to  Jiave  entertained  some  doubt,  as  to  the  validity  of 

"    '    '    '  '      the 
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its  importance  required,  demands  for  it  tli^ 
attention  oif  mankind,  \dren  he  exclairris", 
**  Oh  that  my  words  were  now  written,  that 
"they  were  printed  in  a  book,  that  they 
**  were  graven  with  an  iron  pen  and  lead 
**  in  the  rock  for  ever.  For  I  know  that  my 
"  Redeemer  liveth^  and  that  he  shall  stand 
"  at  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth ;  and 
'*  though  after  my  skin  worms  *  destroy 
**  this  bvdy^  yet  in  my  flesh .  shall  I  see 
*'God,  whom  I  shall  see  for  mysdf,  and 
**mine  eyes  shall  behold  and   not  another, 

"  though 

the  proofs  he  had  given  of  the  modern  date  of  this  book. 
Since  if  this  was  certain,  it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  main* 
tatD>  that  this  passage  was  to  be  understood  only  of  a  future 
temporal  deliverance  of  the  Jev^^»  For  nothing  could  jtis^ 
tify  such  a  forced  interpretation,  but  the  supposition  that  the 
author  lived  at  a  period,  when  the  idea  of  a  future  life  had 
never  been  entertained-,  (if  such  a  period  can  be  assigned). 
If  «a  the  contrary  Job  was  written  about  the  close  of  the 
Babylonish  Captivity,  as  Warburton  contends,  it  is  quite 
crertain,  and  even  admitted  by  himself,  that  the  ideas  of  a  fu- 
ture life  and  retribution,  were  then  familiar  to  the  Jefws  ; 
and  there  would  remain  no  possible  reason  for  suspecting 
they  were  not  familiar  to  and  plainly  exprossed  by  the  sup- 
posed author  of  the  book  of  Job. 

*  Note  on  Job,  v.  26.  Our  translation  introduces  the  worf 
*'  worms"  in  this  verse  unnecessarily  ;  it  may  be  more  close- 
ly and  clearly  translated,  *'  And  that  even  I,  after  my  skin 
•'  is  consumed,  shall  in  my  flesh  behold  my  God."  This  ii 
Honbtgant'S' version,  with  which  Schulteas*  and  Peters  near- 
ly agree- 

I  have 
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*^  though    my    reins    be    consumed    withm 
*'  me." 
♦  vol.  II.  A  a  We 

I  have  been  much  gratified  at  finding  that  a  very  learned 
writer  confirms  the  exposition  1  had  given  *  of  the  expres- 
sions used  by  the  Jewish  lawgiver,  in  the  history  of  the  crea- 
tion, when  he  declared  that  God  said,  **  Let  us  make  man 
*'  in  our  own  image,  after  our  likeness,  and  let  him  have  do- 
"  minion  over  the  fish  of  the  sea,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the 
♦*  air,  and  over  the  cattle  and  over  all  the  earth/'  After 
clearly  proving  that  this  bnu^  included  reason,  which  qua- 
lified man  for  that  dominion  with  which-  he  was  vested,  he 
proceeds  to  observe :  "  But  now  the  substance  in  whicH 
''  the  faculty  of  reason  resides  could  not  be  a  material  sub- 
"  stance  (as  this  best;  philosophy  we  say  hath  shewn)  man 
"  therefore  must  needs  consist  of  an  immaterial  substance 
*'  joined  to:a  material;  or  in  other  words  he  must  be  a  com- 
**  pound  of  soul  and  body.  And  this  seems  to  be  intimated, 
"  and  not  obscurely  neither,  by  the  words  of  the  te±t :  '*  the 
**  Lord  God  formed  man  of  the  dust  of  the  ground,  and 
'*  breathed  into  his  nostrils  the  breath  or  life,  and  man  be- 
*'  came  a  living  soul.**  By  the  words  hreath  qflife,  and  ^ 
"  living  soul,  which  discriminate  life  in  man  from  life  in 
**  brutes,  we  are  not  to  understand  immateriality  simply, 
*'  since  all  animals  (as  we  say)  hive  this  in  common ;  but 
**the  CONTINUANCE  of  LIFE  after  the  separation  of  the  com- 
"  pound,  in  virtue  of  man's  raiiofacdlty,  which  making 
**  him  responsible  for  his  actions,  may^  according  ta  the  dif- 
**  ferent  parts  of  God's  moral  ceconomy,  require  that  Hparate 
"  existence," 

The  learned  author  afterwards  remarks,  '*  T^t  the  place 
"  which  point;^  out  this  diffi^rence,  is  made  to  serve  for  an  in- 
"  tioduction  to  the  history  otthe  free  gift  qf  immortality  ;  and 
"  a  better  cannot  be  conceived  than  that  which  teachtth  us 
"  ^at  the  subject  on  whom  this  gift  was  bestowed,  is  by  the 

*'  immateriality- 
»  Videsupra,  |».  !259. 
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W^  have  now  traced  the  gradual  promul- 
gation of  the  great  doctrine  of  a  fiiture  re- 

tributi^, 

•<  immateriality  of  his  physical  nature,  capable  of  enjoying 
'^  it,  and  by  the  freedom  of  his  reasonable  nature  acconnt- 
"  able  for  the  abuse  of  it.  So  much  is  observed^  in  honour 
"  of  that  exquisite  knowledjge  with  which  the  sacre4  writer 
«'  wa$.  endowed.^  The  reader  will  perhaps  be  surprised  as 
much  as  I  was,  a^  discovering  that  the  learned  writer  now 
quoted  is  no  other ihan  Waibuhton  himself:  the  identical 
Warburton  who  had  so  strenuously  maintai^^,  that  in  o^  th^ 
%vritinga  qf  Moses,  not  so  much  as  an  intelligible  hint  qfa/U" 
twe  state  was  to  be  found.  The  passage  now  quoted  occurs  in 
the  pinth  book^  of  tl^e  Divine  I^egation^  written  many  yeara 
afler  the  first  six,  and  which  thoi;^  printed,  so  fat  as  itgoes* 
by  the  s^ulhor,  was  lef^  unfinished^  and  not  publifihed  uptil 
aA^r  big  death*  It  is  however  not  unfair  to  conclude,  that 
hints  qf  a  future  state  which  were  unintelligible  to  hMQ>  while 
he  saw  only  through  the  medium  of  his  own  system^  became 
intelligible,  (as  they  must,  I  think  be  to  all  oth^n)  when 
that  mist  was  gradually  reqpoved.  Bm|  while  I  make  this 
remark,  I  am  fully  conscious  of  the  possibility  that  varia* 
tions  and  inconsi^ncies  may  be  found  in  my  own  pages; 
though  I  sincerely  hope  truth  is  the  gpreat  object  of  my  purr 
suit.  I  therefore  impute  not  to  Warburton  any  deliberate 
neglect  of  that  sacred  principle ;  I  would  rather  claim  for 
him  as  well  as  for  myself,  the  old  privilege  of  authors : 
"  Opere  in  longo  fas  est  obrepere  sommmii^'' 

Ihave  not  judged  it  necessary  in  this  argument  to  notice 
particularly  the  different  texts,  which  Warburton  brings  to 
shew,  t  "  That  his  conclusion  maybe  proved,  not  only^m 
"  the  silence  of  the  sacred  writers,  but  from  their  positive 
f«  declarations ;  in  which  they  plainly  discover,  that  there 

was 

^  Vide  the  thiid  volume  of  Wiirburton's  Works  ki  seren  volumes  4to, 
printed  1*788,  p.  620  and  621. 

t  Vide  Div.  Leg.  Book  V.  tect^  v.  Vo|.  IV.  p.  ddd. 
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tiibution,   from  the  first  gracious  intimation 

of  final  deliverance  from  the  power  of  Satan, 

A  2  vouchsafed 

^  was  no  popular  expectation  of  a  foture  state  or  aresurrec- 
**  tion.'*  If  the  numerous  passages  alledged  in  this  work 
to  prove  the  cantraty,  are  fairly  interpreted ;  these  positive 
declarations  shewing  ithe  expectatton  of  a  future  ftate,  can- 
not be  done  away  by  any  texts  from  the  same  authors,  which 
speak  of  death  as  the  period  of  existence,  or  the  grave  as 
the  land  of  forgetfulness,  &c.  &c ;  for  these  all  may  be  ob- 
yiously  and  easily  interpreted  as  meaning  no  more,  tfaaa  that 
death  closes  our  prt^sent  state  of  existence,  puts  an  end  to  our 
present  projects,  prevents  us  from  declaring  in  the  prtseM 
worU  the  faithftilfiess  of  GftA,  &c.  Ccc  ^  or  ait  ih^  v^^mj^ 
that  so  long  as  the  state  of  death  continues,  until  men  are 
raised  from  the  dead  and  called  to  judgment,  they  remain 
insenMe;^.  an  opinion  held  by  mony  Cbriaicms.  An^in 
some  instances  these  texts  seem  to  be  opinions,  which  the 
sacred  writers  suppose  pronounoed  by  irreligious  or  atheisti- 
cal objectors,  and  whtchthey  afterwards  expressly  refold; 
or  vehement  exclamations  of  recent  sorrow  redji^cio^  the 
mind  almost  to  despair.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  ihe 
Sadducees  f  alledged  the  same  texts  to  prove  the  sam6  con- 
cMsioB,  yet  our  Lord  charges  them  viUknot  hnowir^  tie 
Scriptures;  an  assertion  which  surely  should  warn  us 
against  arguing  from  the  Scriptures  in  the  same  manner 
which  they  did.  Nor  is  the  declaration  of  St.  Paul  less  ex- 
press, as  to  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  real  tenor  of  the 
Iaw  and  the  Pro))hets  on  this  Subject.  J  '*  This  (says  he 
to  Felix)  **  I  confess  unto  thee,  that  after  the  way  which 
"  they  call  heresy,  worship  I  the  God  of  my  fathers ;  be- 

"  lieving 

♦  Vide  the  Appendix  to  Bishop  Law's  Theory  of  Religion. 

f  VideMenasse  Ren  Israel  as  quoted  by  the  learned  David  Humphreys 
in  his  Essay  on  the  Notions  of  the  Jews  concerning  the  Resurrection,  p. 
89 ;  in  which.^he  texts  adduced  by  the  Sadducees  are  quoted  and  consi- 
dered. 

|.Actsxxiv.  14. 
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vouchsafed  at  the  fall,  to  its  full  disclosure 
by  David  and  Solomon,  and  its  solemn  en- 
forcement and  impressive  description  by  the 
last  Prophets.  And  we  are  thus,  I  trust, 
fully  prepared  to  receive  and  admit  the  clear 
truth  and  full  force  of  our  divine  Lord's 
declaration,  that  the  Jews  derived  the  know- 
ledge of  this  truth  from  the  Scriptures  of 
the  Old  Testament ;  when  appealing  to  them 
for  the  prophetic  attestation  of  his  own  di- 
vine mission,  he  calls  on  his  heariers,  "Search 
'^  the  Scriptures,*  for  in  them  ye  think  ye 
*%ave  eternal  life,  and  they  are  they  which 
* "  testify  of  me.'*  And  though  the  disqui- 
sition which  this  enquiry  has  produced,  has 
swelled  to  an  unexpected  length,  I  trust 
this  will  be  excused,  from  its  obvious  ten- 
dency to  vindic^e  the  truth  and  illustrate 
the  connection  of  botli  revelations. 

*'  li«ving  all  things  wbiqh  are  written  in  th#  Law  and  the 
"  Prophets;  and  have  iiope  towards  God,  which  they  them- 
^<  selves  also  allow,  that  there  shall  be  a  resurrection  of  the 
"  dead,  both  of  the  just  ^nd  unjust,  and  herein  do  I  exercise 
"myself  to  have  always  a  conscJenie  void  of  offence  both 
'  •  towards  6od  and  towards  mem" 

*  John  V.  39. 
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LECTURE  V. 

SECT.  I. 

Objection  to  Judaistn,  first  ftwn  its  being  cmfined  to  a  single 
nation — Secondly,  from  its  in^Iying  mutability  in  God,  as 
being  opposed  to  Christianity — Answa-  to  the  first — Judaism 
not  confined  in  its  effects  to  one  nation,  but  intended  through 
tlie  instrumentality  of  th^  Jews,  to  enlighten  tfiankind — Tins 
effect  foreseen  and  attended  to  in  the  Jewish  schane — Various 
instances  to  shew  this — Solomon's  prayer  at  the  consecration 
qf  the  temple  establishes  the  same  inference — J7t€  miracles 
wrought  for  the  Jews  made  a.  strong  impression  on  she  Egyp- 
tians— On  the  Ckmaanites — On  the  Philistines-^On  the  hea- 
thens in  the  reign  qf  Solomon-^  But  counteracted  by  the  prin- 
ciples of  idolatry — Instanced  in  the  histony  qf  the  Sambri* 
tans — WJio  were  however  prepared  by  Judaistn  for  Christ 
tianity — Effects  produced  by  Judaism  on  the  heathens  during 
the  Captivity — Instanced  in  the  history  qf  Jeretniah^Qf 
Daniel — Of  his  three  friends — Qf  Belshaezar-^Of  Cyrus — 
These  facts  publicly  attested — Importance  qf  such  attesta* 
tions — Trai^es  qf  these  effects  in  ^le  East*^Trmces<^  the  same 
effects  in  the  religion  of  Zoroaster^^Cf  Mahofttet — Recapi- 
tulation— Universal  rrformation  not  to  be  expected  at  that 
period  qfthe  worlds- Objection  derived  from  partial  effects 
qf  Judaism,  erroneoi^s  in  its  statement  qf  facts — Inconclu- 
sive in  reasoTting — A  revelation  not  being  universal  iwflies  • 
no  vf^ustice  in  God. 
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EXODUS,  ix,  16. 

'^  And  in  very  deed  for  this  cause  have  I  raised  thee  np,  for 
''  to  shew  in  thee  my  fowjer,  and  that  my  name  may  be 
''  deckured  tbioi^hoat  all  the  ecdrth.'* 

At  yet  remains  to  observe,  that  the  Jewish 
system  has  been  objected  to,  on  giounds 
distinct  from  its  immediate  doctrines^  or  its 
direct  effects  upon  the  Jews  themselves. 
First,  as  being  partial^  wholly,  confined  ta 
one  obscure  and  insignificant  nation,  and 
therefore  unworthy  of  a  divine  interposition, . 
and  inadequate  to  that  stupendous  appara-* 
tus  of  miracles,  by  which  it  j&  supposed  .to, 
,  have  been  introduced. 

Secondly,  as  indicating  a  capricious  mu-, 
tability  on  the  part  of  God,  who  (as  those, 
objectors  affirm)  first  promulgated  the  Mo- 
saic 
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saic  Law  as  of  eternal  obligation;  and  yet 
afterwrards  is  supposed  to  have  abrogated  it, 
and  introduced  the  different  and  even  oppo- 
site system  of  Christianity. 

To  these  objections  it  is  answered,  first, 
that  the  Jewish  scheme  was  never  intended 
merely  for  the  benefit  of  the  •  Jews  alone, 
but  by  their  instrumentality  for  the  benefit 
of  all  mankind,  whose  instruction  and  re- 
formation it  had  the  clearest  tendency  to 
promote,  by  exhibiting  the  most  striking 
proofs  of  the  existence  and  power  of  the 
true  God,  not  only  to  the  Jews  themselves, 
but  to  all  the  nations  placed  in  their  vici- 
nity or  aifected  by  their  fortunes;  amongst 
wliom  were  the  Egyptians  the  wisest,  the 
Canaanites  the  most  warlike,  and  the 
Phoenicians  the  most  commercial  nations 
of  remote  antiquity;  and  afterwards  the 
four  great  empires  of  Assyria  and  Persia, 
Greece  and  Rome,  which  successively  swayed 
the  sceptre  of  the  civilized  world.  So  that 
whatever  knowledge  of  true  religion  was 
preserved  amongst  mankind,  was  in  all  pro- 
j^abiiity  principally  derived  from  this  source, 
;  or 
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or  at  least  was  from   thaice  materially  ex- 
tended and  improved. 

A  still  morci  decided  proof,  that  the  Jewish 
scheme  was  designed  for  and  subservient  to 
the  g^eral  benefit  of  mankind,  is  derived 
fr<Mn  that  ^reat  feature  of  it  which  supplies 
the  answer  to  the  second  objection ;  even 
this :  That  there  has  been  no  change  in.  the 
divine  purposes,  and  no  inconsistency  be- 
tween the  Jewish  and  Christian  dispensa- 
tions; but  that  the  Mosaic  Law  was  from 
the  fipst  intended  not  to  be  of  eternal  ob- 
ligation, but  declared  to  be  subservient  to, 
arid  introductory  of  the  Gospel. 

In  order  to  establish  the  statement  ad- 
vanced in  answer  to  the  first  olyection,  by 
evincing  the  tendency  of  the  Jewish  eco- 
nomy -to  promote  amongst  other  nations 
the  knowledge  of  the  true  God ;  it  is  im- 
portant to  remark,  that  to  produce  such  ^ 
tendency  is  expressly  pointed  out  as  part 
6f  the  divine  plan,  and  as  a  motive  frequently 
influencing  the  measures  o^  the  divine  dis- 
pensations. Thus  the  Jewish  legislator  re- 
presents God  as  declaring  concerning  Pha- 
raoh, *  ^'  In  very  d^ed  for  this  cause  have 

^'1  raised 

*  Exod.  ix.  14. 
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"  I  rai^d  thee  up,  to  $htw  in .  (fcec  my 
"power,  and  that  my  name  may  be  de- 
"  elared  throughout  all  the  earth."  Alid 
when  on  the  impious  rebellion  of  the  Jewi, 
after  the  return  of  the  twelve  spies,  God  pro^* 
poses  to  destroy  this  ungovernable  race,  aad 
raise  from  his  faithful  servant  Moses,  a  nation 
greater  and  mighter  than  they;  the  Patriotic 
Legislator  in  deprecating  the  execution  of 
the  divine  menace,  employs  this  ^opi©  aft 
the  most  powerful  dissuasive.  *  "  Now  if 
'Hbott  shalt  kill  thb  people  as. one  man^ 
"  then  tbje  liations  which  have  beard  the 
"fame  of  thee,  will  speak  saying:  becausfe 
'*  the  Lord  was  not  s^ble  to  bring  tjMs  people 
"  unto  the  land  which  he  sware  unto  them; 
'*  therefore  he  hath  slain  them  in  the  wil- 
"  derness/*    f  He  then  proceeds  to  entreat, 

that 

*  Numbers^  xiv.  from  1 1  to  26. 

f  Thesaune  motive  is  represented  as  constantly  operating 
lo  preirail  upon  Jehovah,  to  trhhhold  the  full  punishment  m 
joslioe  due  to  tiie  crimen  of  this  wayward  people.  Thuia  i^ 
btft  last  solemn  h3rmn«  in  which  the  Lawgiver  exhibits  a  pro- 
phetic sketch  of  the  entire  dealing  of  God  with  his  people  ; 
after  eriumeratittg  the  signal  punishments  which  wm^d  fol- 
low their  apostacies,  he  adds,  Deut.  xxxii.  2S.  ''  I  wouki 
**  seatter  them  into  corners,  I  would  make  the  remembrance 
**  dp  them  to  cease  from  among  men*;  were  it  not  that  I 

<*  feared 
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that  the  long  suffering  tnetcy  of  God  may 
lio^  be  exercised.  *  "And  tht  Lord»  said, 
"  behold  I  have  .|)af'doned  according. to  thy 
"word;  Imt  as  truly  as  I  live^  all  the  earth 
"  diill  be  filled  with  the  glory  of  the  Lord/' 
The  a\rfiil  sentence  is  then  pronounced,  that 
th^  jmtton  shall  continue  forty  yeara  in  that 
wilderness^  until  **  all  the  men  of  that  evil 
"  generation  sboild  perish  ther^ :"  a  sen- 
tence t  &e  miraculous  execution  of  which 
undoubtedly  did,  and  still  does  exhibit  in 
the  strongest  light,  the  power  and  justice 
of  Jehovali  to  all  the  nations  of  the  e^k 
Thus  again,  when  the  legislator  labours 
to  impress  upon  his  countrymen  the  obser- 
vance of  the  divine  laws,  he  urges  a  simi- 
lar motive;  J  "  Keep  therefore  and  do  them, 
*'  for  this  is  your  wisdom  and  your  urider^ 
**  standing,  in  the  sight  of  the  nations  which 
^^  shall  hear  all  these  statutes^  and  say,  surely 
*'  thifi  great  nation  is  a  wise  and  understand- 
*'ifg  people.     For  what  nation  is  there  so 

''great, 

**  £eared  the  wrath  of  thq  enemy,  leat  the  adversaries  should 
''behave  themselves  strangely,  and  lest  they  should  say,  our 
^'  kandus  high,  antf  the  Lord  hath  not  done  a!l  niis.** 

^  Numbers,  xiv.  21. 

t  Vide  this  Work,  Vol.  I.  from  p.  185  to  193. 

X  D^trt.  ir.  fronr6  to  9. 
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"  great,  who  halh  God  so  nigh  unto  them, 
"  as-  the  Irord  our  God  is  in  all  things  that 
'^  we  call  upon  him  for?  And  what  nadon 
**  is  there  so  great,  that  hath  staUites  and 
*' judgments  so  righteous,  as  all  this- Law 
"  which  I  see  before  you  this  day  ?"  And 
certainly  the  wonders  of  divine  power,  wrought 
in  behalf  of  the  Jewish  people,  combined 
with  the  character  of  the  Jewish  Law,  jus- 
tify this  appeal  of  the  Jewish  kgislator^  to 
all  nations  acquainted  w  ith  these  awful  facts. 
And  how  extensively  has  the  knowledge  of 
tb^se  facts  been  disseminated,  how  perpe- 
tually is  it  still  spreading  through  all  the 
civilized  regions  of  the  globe. 

Thus  again,  when  the  legislator,  with  that 
spirit  of  prophecy,  which  so  strongly  attests 
hi^  divine  mission,  declares  to  his  nation, 
the  prosp^ity  which-  should  reward  theit 
obedience,  and  the  calamities  which  should 
chastise  their  transgressions;  he  states,  that 
both  w^ould  be  so  signal  as  to '  attract  the 
attention  of  the  neighbouring  countries,  and 
evince  to  them  the  greatness  of  Jehovah" 
*'^Tbe   Lord  shall   establish  thee  an  holy 

people 

*  Deut.  xxviii.  9, 10,  and  15,  also  xxix.  22, 2i,  aad  25. 
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**  people  unto  himself,  as  he  hath  sworn  unto 
**  thee;  if  tliou  shalt  keep  the  command- 
"  ments  of  th^  Lord  thy  Grod,  and  walk 
^^  in  his  ways:  and  all  the  people  of  the 
*'  earth  sluill  see  that  thou  art  called  by  tlie 
"  name  of  the  Lord,  and  tliey  shall  be  afraid 
**  of  thee.  But  it  shall  come  to  pass,  if 
**  thou  wilt  not  hearken  unto  the  voice  of 
"  the  Lord  thy  God,  all  these  curses  shall 
"overtake  thee;  and  thou  shalt  become  an 
"  astonishment,  a  proverb,  and  a  by-word, 
*^  among  all  nations  whither  the  Lord  shall 
**  lead  thee;  so  that  the  generation  to  come 
"  of  your  children,  that  shall  rise  up  after 
**  you,  and  the  stranger  that  shall  come  up 
"from  a  far  land,  shall  say,  when  tliey  see 
"  the  plagues  of  that  land,  and  the  sick- 
"  nesses  which  the  Lord  hath  laid  upon  it; 
"  even  all  nations  shall  say,  wherefore  hath 
"  the  Lord  done  thus  unto  this  land,  what 
'•  meaneth  the  heat  of  this  great  anger  ? 
"  Then  men  shall  say,  because  they  have 
"  forsaken  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  God 
"  of  their  fathers,  which  he  made  with  them 
"  when  he  brouglit  them  forth  out  of  the 
"  land  of  Egypt  J  and  the  Lord  rooted  them 

out 


Digitized  by 


Google 


366  REVIEW    OF 

^'out  of  their  laud  in  anger  amJ  in  wrath^ 
"  and  in  great  indignation,  and  ca$t  tihem 
"  into  another  land,  as  it  is  this  day." 

Assuredly,  as  this  prediction  M^as^  illustri-r 
ously  verified  in  the  various  fortunes  of  the- 
Jemsh  nation  under  their  judges^  and  their 
kings,  even  to  the  total  expulsion  of  the 
ten  tribes,  the  signal  captivity  of  the  re- 
maining t^^,  and  their  as  signal  restora- 
tion; so  it  is  still  more  illustriously  veri- 
fied by  the  present  unparalleled  dlspersicm  ♦ 
of  the  Jews,  and  their  equally  unparalleled 
preservation  as  a  distinct  people,  notwith- 
standing that  dispersion.  Assuredly  they  at 
this  day  exhibit  the  most  irrefutable  prpof 
of  an  overruling  Providence,  and  o£  the  di- 
vine original  of  thoi^  Scriptures  which  con* 
tain  the  laws  they  were  bound  to  observe, 
and  predict  the  calamities  which  should 
chastise  the  breach  of  that  sacred  obligation. 

In    the    devout  and    beautiful  prayer  of 
Solomon  on  the  consecration  of  the  Temple, 

we 

*  Oa  this  subject  consult  Newton  on  the  Prophecies, 
Dissertation  vi,  vii,  viii;  and  Lardner's  three  discourses  to 
prove  the  circumstances  of  the  Jewish  peopk  an  argument 
for  the  truth  of  the  Christian  religion ;  in  his  tenth  ¥olame> 
p,  03  and  seq. 
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we  find  the  principle  here  stated,  puWicly 
and  solemnly  recognized,  *  "  Moreover  con- 
^*  ceming  a  stranger  that  is  not  of  thy  people 
**  Israel,  but  cometh  out  of  a  fer  country 
**for  diy  name's  sake;  (for  they  shall  hear 
"  of  thy  great  name,  and  of  thy  strong  hand, 
^^  and  of  thy  stretched  out  arm)  when  he 
^/  shall  come  and  pray  towards  ttiis  place. 
**  Hear  thou  in  heaven  thy  dwelling  place, 
**  and  do  according  to  all  that  the  stranger 
^*  calleth  to  thee  for ;  that  all  people  of  the 
**  earth  may  know  thy  name,  to  fcar  thee, 
^*  as  do  thy  people  Israel ;  and  that  they 
^^  may  know  that  this  house  which  I  have 
'*  builded,  Is  called  by  thy  name.^  And 
again,  at  the-  conclusion  of  this  devout  ad- 
dress, the  monarch  .prays,  ^*  Let  these 
"  my  words  wherewith  I  have  made  sup- 
**  plication  before  the  Lord,  bf  nigh  tinto 
^^  the  Lord  our^  God  day  and  night ;  that 
**  he  may  maintain  the  cause  of  his  servants, 
**  ahd  the  cause  of  his  people  Israel,  as  the 
*^  rtiatlJer  shall  require;  that  all  the  people 
**of  the  earth  may  know  that  the  Lord  is 
*^  God,  aad  that  there  is  noue  else. 

In 

*  I  Kings,  viii.  41,  42,  43,  59  and  60. 
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In  this  -remarkable  passage/ which  is  the 
more  decisive,  as  it  contains  a  solemn*  re- 
cognition of  the  principles  and  objects  of 
the  Jewish  Law,  proceeding  from  the  highest 
human  authority,  and  sanctioned  by  the 
immediate  approbation  of  God,  whose  glory 
filled  the  house  of  tlie  Lord,  during  this 
solemn  supplication.  We  perceive  it  is  clearly 
laid  down,  not  only  that  the  Jewish  scheme 
was  adapted  and  designed  '*  to  make  all 
"  the  people-  of  the  earth  know  that  the 
"  Lord  was  God,  and  that  there  was  none 
"else;"  but  also  that  the  stranger  from 
the  remotest  region,  who  should  be  led  to 
believe  in  and  to  worship  the  true  God, 
was  not  only  permitted  but  called  and  en- 
couraged to  "  pray  toyvards  the  temple  at 
*'  Jerusalem,"  to  join  in  the  devotions  of 
the  chosen  people  of  God,  and  equally  with 
them  hope  for  the  divine  favour,  and  the 
acceptance  of  his  prayers;  witliout  be- 
coming a  citizen  of  the  Jewish  state,  *  or 

sulmiitting 

*  From  2  Chron.  iL  17,  it  appears  Solomon  focind  in 
Iirael  strangers  of  such  a  rank  of  life  as  were  fit  to  be  em* 
ployed  Id  assbtiog  to  build  the  temple^  153,600.  These  (as 
the  commentators  agree.  Tide   Poli  Synopsin  and  Patrick, 

&c. 
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submitting  to  the  yoke  of  the  Mosaic  ritual 
or  civil  Law.  For  the  words  of  Solomon 
evidently  suppose^  that  the  stranger  whom 
he  describes  as  thus  supplicating  God,  re*- 
mained  as  he  had  originally  been,  "  not 
*^  of  the  people  of  Israel." 

How  far  the  decided  superiority  of  Jeho- 
vah over  the  idols  *  of  Egypt  and  Canaan, 
aad  the  clear  manifestation  of  divine  jus- 
tice mercy  and  power,  so  conspicijously  ex- 
hibited by  die  deliverance  of  the  Jews  from 
Egypt,  and  their  settlement  in  the  promised 
land,  were  effectual  in  diffusing  the  know- 
ledge of  the   true  God,    it    is  perhaps  iitir 

voi.  ir.  -  Bb  possible 

&c.)  were  proseljrtes  to  the  worship  of  the  true  God,  and 
the  observance  of  the  moral  law,  though  not  circumcised. 
"  Patrick  observes,  "  These  were  the  reliques  (as  Kimchi 
thinks)  of  the  Amorites,  Hittites,  Perizzites,  Hivites  and 
*'  Jebusites,  mentioned  afterwards,  ch.  viii.  7.  But  they  were 
'^  not  idolaters,  for  then  David  woyld  not  have  suffered 
"  them  to  dwell  in  the  land.  But  they  worshipped  God  alone, 
"  though  they  did  not  embrace  the  Jewish  religion  wholly, 
"  by  being  circumcised.  These  David  had  numbered,  that 
'•  he  might  know  their  strength  and  their  condition  j  which 
'*  did  not  proceed  from  such  vanity  as  moved  him  to  number 
**  his  own  people;  but  out  of  a  prudent  care,  that  they 
"  might  be  dbtinguished  from  Jews,  and  be  employed  ip, 
''.such  work  as  he  did  not  think  fit  to  put  upon  the  Israelites. 
"See  1  Chron.  xxii.  2." 

*  Vide  syjpra.  Vol.  II.  from  p.  124  to  140. 
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possible  accurately  to  ascertain;  that  they 
did  not  produce  any  extended  peitnanent 
national  reformation  in  any  idolatrous  coun- 
try, is  certain.  Indeed  to  produce  such  aij 
effect  at  that  period  of  the  world,  it  seems 
evident,  nothing  but  such  a  system  of  per- 
petual discipline  and  controul,  as  God  ex- 
ercised over  his  chosen  people,  would  havo 
been  sufficient 

The  Scripture  history  however  supplies  va- 
rious instances  of  the  deep  impression  made 
on  the  minds  of  those,  who  were  perfectly 
apprised  of  the  miraculous  uiterpo^tions  of 
God  in  behalf  of  his  chosen  people.  In  re^ 
citing  the  plagues  of  Egypt,  we  are  told, 
that  the  magicians  when  their  own  power 
was  clearly  exceeded,  and  their  arts  baffled, 
acknowledged,  *  ^'  this  is  the  finger  of  God :" 
and  when  Moses  warned  the  Egyptians  of 
the  approaching  plague  of  a  very  grievous 
hail,  we  find,  f  "  he  that  feared  the  word 
^*  of  the  Lord  among  the  servants  of  Pha- 
"  raoh,  made  his  servants  and  his  cattle  flee 
"  into  the  houses."  On  the  increasing  ac- 
cumulation of  plagues,    inflicted  in   conse- 

quoice 

*  Exod.  riii.  IP.  f  Ibid  ix.  20. 
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<iuencc  of  the  impious  obduracy  of  Pharaqh; 
his  servants  at  length  ventured  to  remon- 
strate with  that  proud  and  infte^dble  mo- 
narch: *  "  They  said  unto  him,  how  long 
**  shall  this  man  (Moses)  be  a  snare  unto 
"  us  ?  Let  the  men  go  that  they  may  serve 
"  the  Lord  their  God ;  knowest  thou  not 
"yet  that  Egypt  is  destroyed?"  And  we 
are  told,  t  *'  ^h*^  ^^^  ^^'^^^^  Moses  wa$  very 
*^  great  in  the  laud  of  Egypt,  in  the  sight 
"  of  Pharaoh's  servajtits,  and  iu  the  s^ght 
*'  of  the  people."  Nor  can  a  more  probable 
account  |  be  given  of  that  ||  "  mixed  mul- 
"  titude"  who  accompanied  the  children  of 
Israel  out  of  Egypt,  than  that  it  consisted 
of  Egyptians,  deeply  convinced  by  the  mira- 
cles they  had  witnessed,  of  the  suprenoie  di- 
vinity of  Jehovah,  and  thence  determined 
to  adhere  to  his  worship,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose join  themselves  to  his  chosen  people, 
share  the  same  fortune,  and  submit  to  the 
same  Law. 

On  the  approach  of  the  Jews  to  the  land 

of  Canaap,   we  perceive  the  terror  of  their 

B  b  2  God 

*  Vide  Patrick  in  locum,  and  Selden  dc  Synedriis,  Lib. 
'  I.  ch.  iu.  p.  776,  VoJ.  I.  Tom.  IL 

t  Exod.  X.  7^        X  l't)id.  xi.  3.        ||  Ibid.  xii.  SS. 
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God  had  gone  before  them.  *  **  Verily, 
says  Rahab  to  the  spies,  I  know  that  the 
*^  Lord  hath  given  you  the  land,  and  that 
"  your  terror  is  fallen  upon  us,  and  that 
'*  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  feint  be- 
**  cause  of  you.  For  we  have  heard  how 
*'  the  Lord  dried  up  the  waters  of  the  Red 
*'  Sea  for  you,  when  you  came  out  of  Egypt, 
"  and  what  you  did  unto  the  two  kings  of 
'^  thcf  Amorites,  that  were  on  the  other  side 
"  Jordan,  iSihon  and  Og,  whom  ye  Utterly 
**  destroyed.  And  as  soon  as  we  had  heard 
"  these  things,  our  hearts  did  melt,  neither 
**  did  there  remain  any  more  courage  in  any 
*'  man  because  of  you ;  for  the  Lord  your 
**  God  he  is  God  in  heaven  above  and  in 
**  earth  beneath."  The  similar  avowal  of  the 
Gibeonites  is  equally  express  and  strong; 
f  "  From  a  very  far  country  thy  servants, 
"are  come,  because  of  the  name  of  the 
*' Lord  thy  God;  for  we  have  heard  the 
*'  feme  of  him,  and  all  that  he  did  in  Egypt, 
'^  and  aU  that  he  did  to  the  two  kings  of 
♦*  the  Amorites  that  were  beyond  Jordan. 
*'  Therefore  now  make  ye  a  league  with  us."* 

their 
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TTiejr  apology  for  the  ajtificc  they  had  prac- 
tised is  not  less  striking:  "  Because"  say 
they,  "  it  was  certainly  told  thy  servants, 
"  how  that  the  Lord  thy  God  commanded 
"  his  servant  Moses  to  give  you  all  the 
^'land,  and  to  destroy  all  the  inhabitants 
"  of  tjie  land  from  before  you ;  therefore 
"we  are  sore  afraid  of  oar  lives  hjecause.of 
"you,  and  therefore  we  did  this  thing." 

It  cannot  he  doubted  but  the  Gibeonites 
being  permitted  to  preserve  their  lives  and 
property,  on  condition  "  of  beconiing  hewers 
"  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  for  the 
"  congregation  and  for  the  altar  of  tJie  Lord," 
must  have  renounced  idolatry;  for  the  at- 
tendance  of  avow/ed  idolaters  at  the  altar 
for  any  purpose,  would  have  been  an  into- 
lerable profanation.  *Had  the  other  nations  of 
Canaan  imitated  their  conduct  in  submitting 
to  d>e  chosen  people  and  renouncing  idolatrj^, 
they  most  probably  would  also  have  experi- 
enced mercy.  But  relying  on  the  protec- 
tion of  their  idols,  they  encountered  the  host 
of  Jehovah,  and  their  destruction  served  to 
inci^ase   and   to    diffuse   the    terror  of  his 

power, 

♦  Vide  supra.  Part  III.  Lcct.  I.  particularly  p.  39  and  49. 
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power,  *  a  terror  the  impression  of  which 
we  trace  three  hundred  years  rafter,  when 
the  Philistines,  hearing  that  the  ark  of  God 
had  been  brought  into  the  camp  of  Israel, 
exclaimed,  f  */  Woe  ujito  us,  who  shall  de- 
*'  liver  us  out  of  the  hand  of  these  mighty 
^^Gods?  These  are  the  Gods  that  smote 
*^  the  Egyptians  with  all  the  plagues  in  the 
"  wilderness."  On  this  occasion,  God  by 
permitting  the  Israelites  to  be  defeated  arid 
his  ark  taken,  punished  their  presumption 
in  relying  on  his  protection  without  repent- 
ing of  their  crimes.  While  on  the  idol  of 
the  Philistines  J  and  his  worshippers,  he  in- 
flicted such  signal  chastisement,  |t  without 
any  intervention  of  human  agency,  as  seems 
admirably  adapted^    not  only  to  punish  but 

to 

*  Vide  supra>  p.  129, 

f  1  Sam.  iv.  8. 

%  Videdn  this  subject  Warburton's  judicious  observation^ 
JBook  L  sect  II.  V.  IV.  p.  205 ;  where  he  sates,  '5  That 
."  after  this  transaction  we  hear  no  more  of  any  attempts 
**  among  the  Gentile  nations,  to  join  the  Jewish  worship 
*'  with  their  own.    They  considered  the  God  of  Israel  as  a 
f  tutelary  Deity,  absolutely  unsociable^  who  would  have  no-  * 
."  thing  to  do  with  any  but  his  own  people,  or  with  such' 
*'  particulars  a&  would  worship  him  alone,  and  therefore  in 
"  this  respect  different  from  all  other  tutelary  gods,  each  o^ 
f*  which  was  willing  to  liy^  m  community  with  the  rest.^ 

{I  1  Sam.  T  and  ^i. 
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to  reform  their  idolatry;  yet  in  vain:  at 
that  i)eriod  the  human  mind  appears  inca- 
paUe  of  being  thus  reformed.  The  deluded 
IHiilisthies  acknowledged  the  resistless  power 
of  Jehovah;  but  they  were  the^e  stimulated 
merely  to  remove  the  immediate  pressure 
of  that  power  from  their  idols  and  them- 
selves.  They  never  once  felt  the  reason- 
ableness of  forsaking  such  base  absurdities, 
and  adhering  steadily  to  the  worship  of  the 
God  of  Israel. 

In  the  reign  of  Solomon  the  tendency 
of  the  Jewish  scheme  to  diffuse  the  know- 
ledge of  the  true  God,  appears  increasingly 
conspicuous.  The  prosperity  and  wealth  of 
this  monarch,  the  magnificence  of  his  tem- 
ple, and  above  all  his  fame  for  wisdom,  at- 
tracted universal  attention.  For  *  **  his  fame 
"  was  in  all  nations  round  about,  and  there 
"  came  of  all  people  to  hear  the  wisdom 
"  of  Solomon,  from  all  the  kings  of  the 
**  earth,  which  had  heard  of  his  wisdom." 
We  have  obser\Td  the  sdemn  and  public 
manner  in  which  he  encouraged  the  stran- 
gfer  who    was  not  of  the  people  of  Israel, 

to 

*  1  Kings,  iv.  29  to  34,  and  x.  from  1  to  13. 
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to  worship  the  God  of  Israel.  And  it  is 
probable  many  strangers  may  have  been 
at  this  period  attracted,  to  rank  themselves 
%vith  the  worshippers  of  the  true  God.  Still 
however  the  human  mind  appears  4iot  to  have 
been  prepared  for  any  general  and  perma- 
nent reception  of  that  pure  religion,  which 
acknowledging  f  *'  God  to  be  a  spirit,"  de- 
clares "  he  must  be  worshipped  in  spirit 
'*  and  in  truth.  **  And  when  we  see  that 
Solomon  himself,  with  all  his  advantage^ 
did  not  resist  the  seductions  of  idolatry, 
we  cannot  wonder  if  no  considerable  por- 
tion, of  those  who*  may  have  been  at- 
tracted by  his  fame  and  attentive  to  his 
instructions,  could  permanently  emancipate 
themselves  from  its  fascinating  power. 

We  have  indeed  abundant  proofs  how 
deeply  rooted  was  the  opinion  of  the  world's 
being' governed  by  an  indefinite  number  of 
local  and  national  guardian  gods,  rivals  in 
power  and  influence;  no  one  of  whom  how- 
ever absolutely  excluded  the  worship  of  the 
rest.  So  that  it  was  believed  to  be  the 
interest    and    the   duty  of   each  nation,   to 

adore 

-»  Coapel  of  St.  John,  iv.  23,  24. 
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aci^ore  and  conciliate  the  gods  of  eveiy  coon  try 
they  conquered  or  settled  in;  retaining  at 
the  same  time  with  undiminished  reverence, 
the  idols  of  their  own  ancestors,  as  their 
{>eculiar  guardian  deities.  While  this  was  a 
firinciple  universally  admitted,  no  display  of 
power  and  majesty  on  the  part  6f  the  God 
of  the  Jews,  could  produce  any  other  effect, 
than  an  abortive  and  absurd  attempt  "*  to 
associate  the  worship  of  Jehovah  wirii  that 
of  those  base  idols  which  a  deluded  world 
adored ;  an  attempt  which  the  dignity  of  the 
true  God  must  necessarily  resent  and  punish. 
A  most  remarkable  instance  of  the  truth 
of  this  observation  occurs,  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  colony  planted  by  the  king  of 
Babylon  in  Samaria,  to  supply  the  placj  of 
the  ten  tribes  whom  he  had  carried  into 
captivity.   Their  history  casts  so  much  Jighl 

on 

*  Consult  00  this  principle  of  intercommunity  in  the 
Pagan  religions,  Warburton,  Book  II.  sect.  vi.  Vol.  11.  p. 
33.  And  this  being  the  principle  on  which  the  Samaritans 
originally  adopted  the  worship  of  Jfehovah,  ib.  p.  50,  while 
in  every  case  the  condemnation  of  this  principle  by  the 
Jewish  religion,  and  its  allowing  only  the  worship  of  Jeho- 
vah,  prevented  its  being  received  by  the  heathens.  Vide 
Warburtqn,  Book  V.  sect.  ii.  Vol.  IV.  p.  203.  See  also  Eze- 
kiel,  xvi,  34. 
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on  the  suBjeci  now  under  discussion,  tiiat 
I  conceive  it  necessary  to  transcribe  it  in 
a  note,  ^s  \ve  find  it  related  with  ail  the 
characters  of  truth  by  the  sacred  historian.  * 

And 

*  Th*  2nd  of  Kings,  x?ii.  24,  5&c.    *'  And  the  king  of 
**  Assyria  brought  men  from  Babylon,  and  from  Cuthah, 
"  and  from  Ava,  and  from  Hamath,  and  from  Sepharvaim, 
"  and  placed  them  in  the  cities  of  Samaria,  ins^ad  of  the 
"  children  of  Israel ;  knd  they  possessed  Samaria  and  dwelt 
•*  in  the  cities  thereof.     And  so  it  was,  at  the  beginning  of 
«'  their  dwelling  there,  that  they  feared  not  the  Lord  j  there- 
**  fore  the  Lord  sent  lions  amongst  them,  which  slew  s6m6 
•'  of  them.     Wherefore  they  spake  to  the  king  of  Assyria 
**  saying,  the  nations  which  thou  hast  removed  and  placed 
*'  in  the  cities  of  Simaria,  kniow  not  tile  manner  of  ^e  God 
"of  the  land;  therefore  he  hath  sent  lions   among  them, 
"  and  behold  they  slay  them,  because  they  know  not  the 
"  manner  of  the    God  of  the    land.    Then  the  king  of 
"  of  Assyria  commanded  saying,  carry  thither  one  of  the 
.  ^'  priests  whom  ye  brought  from  thence,  and  let  them  go 
"  an4  dwell  there,  Jind   let  him  teach  them  the  manner 
«'  of  the  God  of  the  land.    Then  one  of  the  priests  whom 
^  they  had  carried  away  from  Samaria,  came  and  dwelt 
"  in  Bethel,  and  taught  them  how  they  should   fear  the 
"  Lord.      Howbeit    every    nation    made    gods    of  their 
•^  own,  and  put  them  in  the  houses  of  the  high  places,  which 
**  the  Samaritaps    had  made.     And  the  men  of  Babylon 
"  made  Succoth  Benoth,  and  the  men  of  Hamath  made 
"  Ashima,  and    the    men  of    Cuth    made    Kergal,  and 
"  the  Avites  made  Nibhaz  and  Tartak;  and  the  Sephar- 
"  vites  burnt  their  children  in  lire  to  Adrammelech  and 
**  Anaonm^lechy  the  Gods  of  Sepharvaim.    So  they  feared 
''  the  Lord,  and  made  unto  themselves  of  the  lowest  of  them 
"  priests  of  the  high  places,  which  sacrificed  for  them  in  the 
<'  houses  of  the  high  places.     They  feared  the  Lord  and 

'*  served 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OfiJECtl6NS.  ^f9 

And  I  observe,  that  this  history  affords 
sto  instance  of  heathens,  placed  probably  in 
the  mdst  ^vanta^ous  situation  it  was  pos- 
sible for  heathens  to  be  placed,  in  order  to 
reclaim  them  from  idolatry;  introduced  to 
supply  the  place  of  one  part  of  God's  cho- 
sen people  who  had  been  expelled  for  their 
idolatries ;  thus  brought  into  immediate  con- 
tact with  the  remaining  part,  from  whom  they 

couyi 

'*  served  their  own  Gods,  after  the  manner  of  the  nations 
"  frhom  they  carried  away  from  thence.  Unto  this  day 
"  they  do  after  tli«ir  former  manners ;  they  fear  not  the 
*'  I^rd,  neither  do  they  after  their  statutes,  or  after  their  or- 
'*  dinanc^s,  or  after  the  Law  and  commandment,  which  the 
''  Lord  commanded  the  children  of  Jacob,  whom  he  named 
'*  Israel ;  with  whom  the  Lord  had  made  a  covenant,  and 
"  charged  them  sayitig,  ye  shall  p^ot  fear  other  gods,  nor 
*'  bow  jTOurselves  to  them,  nor  serve  them,  nor  sacrifice  to 
"  them ;  but  the  Lord  who  brought  you  up  out  of  the  land 
"  of  Egypt,  with  great  powet  and  a  stretched-out  arm,  him 
*'  shall  ye  fear,  artdjhim  shall  ye  worship,  and  to  him  shall 
^  ye  do  sacrifice ;  .and  the  statutes,  and  the  ordinances,  and 
"  the  Law,  and  the  commandments  which  he  wrote  for  you, 
'^  ye  shall  obsef  ve  to  do  for  evermore,  and  ye  shall  not  fear 
"  other  gods.  And  tlic  covenant  that  I  have  made  with  you 
"  ye  shall  not  forget,  neither  shall  ye  fear  other  gods;  but 
•^  the  Lor<i  your  God  ye  sha[I  fear,  and  he  shall  deliver  you 
**  out  of  the  hand  of  all  your  enemies.  Howbeit  they  did 
*'  not  hearken,  but  they  did  after  their  fonner  manner.  So 
"  these  nations  feared  the  Lord  and  served  their  gravei^ 
'*  tmages,  both  their  children  and  their  cWldren's  children, 
"  as  did  then*  fathers  so  do  they  unto  this  day,'' 
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could  not  but  leam  much  of  the  wonders 
of  Jehovah's  power;  convinced  by  their  own 
experience,  of  the  necessity  of  conciliating 
him  as  the  supreme  guardian  God  of  the 
country  in  which  they  were  newly  settled, 
and  compelled  by  their  fears  to  solicit  in- 
struction in  hi$  Law;  they  receive  that  in- 
struction, the  books  of  Moses  are  placed  in 
their  handis,  and  were  from  that  period  uni- 
formly *  acknowledged  by  them  as  of  divine 
authority.  Yet  so  deeply  were  their  idola- 
trous propensities  rooted  in  their  souls,  that 
though  thus  circumstanced,  with  examples  of 
divine  punishment  immediately  under  their 
observance,  instructed  in  the  tenor,  and 
acknowledging  the  authority  of  the  divine 
Law,  they  could  not  be  taught  to  discern 
the  folly  and  impiety,  or  forsake  the  prac- 
tice of  associating  the  worship  of  the  basest 
idols  with  that  of  the  great  Jehovah, 
'*  They  indeed  feared  the  Lord,  (but  yet) 
"  they  served  their  graven  images,  both  theii* 
**  children  and  their  children's  children,  as 
*^  did  their  fathers  so  do  they,  unto  this 
^^day.** 

But 

*  Vide  supra.  Vol.  i.  p.  18.  f2  Kings  x?ii.  41. 
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But  though  it  does  not  appear,   that  the 
Samaritans   could  at    that  period  be   com- 
pleatly  reclaimed  from  idolatry ;  yet  the  mea- 
sures employed  to  enlighten  'them  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  true  God,  seem  gradually  to 
have  produced  a  considerable  effect.     On  tlic 
return  of  the  Jews  from   the  seventy  yearsr 
captivity,  an  event  which  so  clearly  proved 
the  inspiration  of  the  Jewish  Prophets,  and 
thp    over-ruling  providence  of  the  God  of 
Israel,  the   Samaritans   were   extremely  de- 
sirous to  join  in  rebuilding  his  temple,  and 
celebratihg  his  worship.     *  **  For  tliey  said 
*'  unto  the  chief  of  the  fathers,  let  us  build 
''  with  you,  for   we  seek  your  ^God  as  ye 
'*  do,  and  we  do  sacrifice  to  him  since  the 
"  days  of  Esarhaddon  king  of  Assyria,  who 
**  brought  us  up  hither." 

This  proposal  the  Jews  steadily  rejected, 
and  whatever  their  motives  may  have  been, 
we  can  discern  important  reasons,  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  this  rejection  appears  to 
have  been  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  the 
divine  (Economy.  The  intermixture  of  the 
Samaritans  with  the  Jews  might  have  ren- 
dered 
*  Ezra,  iv.^. 
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derecl  the  accomplishment  of  the  prophecies 
concerning  the  family  and  birth  of  the  Mes- 
siah, less  clear;  might  have  reintroduced 
idolatry  among  tlie  restored  Jew$,  now  com- 
pletely abhorrent  from  it,  and  in  various 
ways  defeated  the  grand  objects  of  Provi- 
dence in  selecting  and  preserving  a  peculiar 
people.  In  consequeoce  of  this  rejectioii  and 
the  alienation  it  produced,  the  Jews  proba-r 
bly  became  more  vigilant  in  preserving  the 
strictness,  and  the  Samaritans  more  zealous 
in  emulating  the  purity  of  the  M(^a|c  ri- 
tual. They  became  hostile  and  therefore  un- 
suspected guardians  and  vouchers  of  the 
integrity  of  thp  sacred  text,  particularly  of  the 
Pentateuch.  And  while  the  Jews,  ia  general 
blinded  by  their  national  prejudices,  could  $ee 
in  the  promised  Mes/siab  only  a  national  and 
temporal  deliverer;  the  Samaritans  appear 
to  have  judged  of  his  pretensions  with  mpre 
justice  *  and  success.     And  though  our  Lord 

visited 

*  Vide  John  iv.  particulai']y  v,  41  and  42,  "  And  many 
"  more  (of  the  Samaritans)  believed  because  of  his  own  word, 
"  and  said  unUy  the  woman,  now  we  believe^  not  because  of 
"  thy  saying,  for  we  ha?e  heard  him  ourselves  and  know 
"  that  this  is  indeed  the  Christ  the  saviour  op  the  world,** 
a  coi\fession  of  faith  higher  by  some  degrees  (as  Dr.  Light- 
foot 
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visised  them  only  as  it  were  incidentally,* 
yet  he  was  able  to  declare  to  them  his  cha- 
racter and  avow  liis  dignity,  without  that 
mysterious  reserve  and  jealous  caution,  which 
the  proneness  of  die  Jewish  multitude  f  *'  to 
"  take  him  by  force  and  make  him  a  king," 
coBstantly  required.  And  it  seems  evident, 
^hat  the  Samaritans  were  predisposed  and 
prepared  to  receive  and  diffuse  the  light  of 
th^  Gospel,  more  than  any  other  descrip- 
tioa  of  ufeu^  thp  pious  and  reflecting  partT 
of  the  Jewish  nation  only  excepted.  And 
thus  this  circumstance  in  the  progress  of 
t]i9  Jewish  dispensation,  which  at  first  view 

might 

foot  remarka)  than  the  Jews  commop  cre^d  concerning  the 
Messiah,  for  they  held  him  only  for  a  Saviour  of  the  Jewish 
nation.  And  so  we  may  see  how  deeply  a^nd  cordially  these 
Samaril^lis  ^ad  drunk  ifi  the  waters  of  U£&,  so  as  to  acknow- 
ledge Christ  in  his  proper  character.  Vide  also  the  testi- 
monies of  St.Chrysostom  and  Epiphanius  to  the  same  eflfect, 
as  quoted  \)y  Kennicot^  ]>ifs<rrtation«  Vol.  II,  p.  41  to  ^T. 
The  expression  of  the  woman,  ^'  When  the  Messias  cometb 
"  he  will  tell  us  all  things,"  shews  that  she  expected  him  in 
his  proper  character  of  a  religious  instructor. 

*  Vide  John,  ch.  iv.  paic^iculady  2Q  and  42,  on  our  Lord's 
reasons  for  reserve  and  caution,  in  avowing  his  divine  cha- 
racter and  full  dignity,  and  for  liis  sometimes  concealing  his 
mim^M*  Cpi^uU  Locke's  ^asoaableness  of  Christianity, 
Watson's  tracts.  Vol.  tV.  p.  22  to  30;  and  why  he  is  thus 
distinct  in  his  avowal  of  his  being  the  Messiah^  ta  tiie  Sama- 
ritans, ib.  p.  30. 

f  John,  vi.   15, 
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might  seem  to  prove  it  was  peculiarly  par- 
tial and  confined,  appears  in  its  -final  result, 
to  have  materially  facilitated  the  diffusion 
of  true  religion  in  the  worldy  and  thus  to  have 
been  subservient  to  the  general  advafttage  of 
mankind. 

But  it  was   during   the  captivity   of  the 
Jews,  and  their  consequent  dispersion  amongst 
the  inhabitants   of  the  most  illustrious  em- 
pire in  the  civilized  world,  that  God  prin- 
cipally employed  them  as  the  means  of  ex- 
citing  the  attention  of  the  heathen  to  his 
majesty  and  his  providence.     The  prophetic 
denunciations  of  Jeremiah  as   to    this  sub- 
jugation and  captivity,  were  so  public  and 
decided    as    to   attract   the    notice    of    the 
Assyrian  army  and  their  mighty  monarch;  so 
that  when  Jemsalem  was  taken,  Nebuchad- 
nezzar gave  charge  concerning  Jeremiah  to 
Nebuzaradan,  captain  of  his  guard,    saying, 
*  **  Take  him    and  look    well    to  him,  and 
'^  do   him    no  harm."     The    reason  of  this 
peculiar  regard  is  thus  stated :    "  For  Nebu- 
"  zaradan  said  unto  Jeremiah,  the  Lord  thy 
•'  God  hath  pronovmced  all  this  evil  against 
**  this   place,   now  the    Lord  hath   brought 

"it 
•*  Vide  J«r.  xxxix.  1 1,  aad  x\*  2. 
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"  it  to  pass,  and  done  according  as  he  hath 
'*  said,  because  ye  have  sinned  against  the 
^*  Lord  and  have  not  obeyed  his  voice, 
"  therefore  this  thing  is  come  upon  you." 

Thus  the  captivity  of  Judah  glorified  Gpd 
amongst  the  heathen,  even  at  its  commence- 
ment; but  during  its  continuance  God  em- 
ployed various  means  to  convince  the  Gen- 
tiles of  his  universal  providence  and  his  re- 
sistless power.  He  raised  up  Daniel,  *  whose 
prophetic  spirit  exalted  him  to  the  highest 
distinction,  for  Nebuchadnezzar  made  him 
**  ruler  over  the  whole  province  of  Babylon, 
"and  chief  of  the  governors  over  all  the 
*^  wise  men  of  Babylon."  Darius  the  Mede 
retained  him  in  the  same  dignity  from  the 
same  cause.  Thus  also  God  rescued  the 
three  illustrious  friends  of  Daniel  from  the 
burning  fiery  furnace,  into  which  they  had 
been  plunged  as  martyrs  for  the  worship 
of  Jehovah,  in  opposition  to  the  profana- 
tions of  idolatry*.  He  preserved  Daniel  him- 
self from  the  den  of  lions,  to  which  he 
was  condemned  for  the  same  glorious  cause; 
and  punished  the   proud   impiety  of  Nebu- 

voL.  II.  c  c  chadnezzar, 

*  Vide  Daqiel,  ii,  iii,  iv,  v,  vi. 
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chadnezzar,  by  a  seven  years  insanity  and 
degradation  from  his  throne,  to  which  he 
was  restored,  oqly  when  with  his  reason  liis 
piety  returned,  and  he  submitted  to  pay 
solemn  and  public  homage  to  the  God  of 
Israel  Thus  alsQ  at  the  moment  when 
Belshazzar  was  insulting  Jehovah,  by  bring- 
ing forth  the  consecrated  vessels  of  his 
temple  to  be  polluted  by  his  profanation, 
the  miraculous  hand-writing  on  the  wall 
dashed  with  horror  his  impious  revelling, 
and  announced  his  own  impending  destruc- 
tion, and  the  downfall  of  his  empire. 

These  were  not  obscure  or  doubtful  trans- 
actions, related  only  by  deluded  fanatics  or 
axtful  impostors,  but  attested  by  the  authen- 
tic decrees  of  the  most  distinguished  mo- 
narchs,  solemnly  proclaimed  through  their 
wideextended  dominions^  What  writer  would 
have  dared,  if  unsupported  by  truth,  to  have 
asserted  when  the  fiicts  were  recent,  the 
promulgation  of  such  decrees  as  these?  *  "I 
^'  king  Nebuchadnezzar  make  a  decree,^  that 
«<  every  people,  nation  and  language,  which 
^^  speak   any  thing    amiss  against  the  God 

"of 

*  Dart.  iii.  S9> 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OWECTIONS*  387 

**  of  Shadrach,  Meshech  and  Abednego,  sluU 
^^  be  cut  in  pieces,  their  houses  shall  bt 
^  mlide  a  dunghill,  because  there  is  no  other 
^'  God  that  can  deliver  after  this  sott."  And 
again  on  his  restoration  from  insanity  h^ 
issues  this  proclamation,  *  *'  Nebucliadne;^- 
**  ^ar  the  king  unto  all  pcopte,  nations  and 
"  languages  that  dwell  on  all  tlic  rarth, 
*^  peace  be  multiplied  unto  you.  I  thought 
**  it  good  to  sheV  the  signs  and  the  won- 
"  ders  which  the  high  God  hath  wrought 
"  towards  me,  how  great  are  his  signs  and 
'*  how  mighty  arc  bis  wonders.  His  king- 
"  dom  is  an  everlasting  kingdom,  atid  his 
"  dominion  from  generation  to  genc^ration." 
Then  follows  the  narrative  of  his  viskjn,  its 
interpretatioti  by  Daniel,  and  its  accomplish* 
inent;  alt  which  appropriate  the  king's  ac- 
knowledgments of  the  Divinity  to  Jehovah 
the  God  of  Daniel,  of  whom  the  monarch 
thus  concluded:  f  '^  Now  I  Ndbuchadhewar 
*' praise  andattol  and  honour  the  King  of 
**  heaven;  all  whose  works  are  truth  and 
-"  his  w^tys  judgn>ent,  and  those  that  walk 
*^  in  pride  he  is  able  to  abase."    Thus  again 

c  c  2  ^  the 

•^  Dan.  IT.   I.  t  Ibid.  iv.  37. 
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the  miraculous  deliverance  of  Daniel  from 
the  lion's  den,  extorted  from  Darius  thfs 
solemn  and  public  homage  to  the  God 
of  Israel.  *  **  Then  king  Darius  wrote  unto 
*^  all  people,  nations  and  languages  that  dwell 
*'  in  all  the  earth,  peace  be  multiplied  unto 
"  you.  I  make  a  decree,  that  in  every  do- 
**  minion  of  my  kingdom,  men  tremble  and 
**  fear  before  the  God  of  Daniel,  for  he  is 
"the  living  God,  and  stedfast  forever;  he 
"  delivereth  and  he  rescueth,  and  he  worketh 
"  signs  and  wonders  in  heaven  and  earth, 
"  who  hath  delivered  Daniel  from  the  power 
"  of  the  lions." 

And  to  crown  this  series  of  miraculous 
interpositions  on  one  hand,  and  public  homage 
to  the  majesty  of  Jehovah  on  the  other, 
from  the  most  distinguished  monarchs  of 
the  Eastern  world ;  the  great  Cyrus,  founder 
of  the  Persian  empire,  was  so  fully  per- 
suaded of  that  divine  Providence,  whose 
spirit  dictated  the  prophecies,  so  clearly 
pointing  out  the  progress,  nay  the  paiticu- 
lar  mode  of  his  successes,  that  he  became 
the  active  assistant  in  the  restoration  of  the 

chosen 

*  Dan,  vi.  25. 
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chosen  people  to  their  country.  For  in  the 
first  year  of  his  reign  he  made  a  proclama- 
tion throughout  all  his  kingdom,  saying. 
*  "  All  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  bath  the 
'^  Lord  God  of  heaven  given  me,  and  he 
"  hath  charged  me  to  build  him  an  house 
*^  in  Jerusalem,  which  is  in  Jifdah.  Who 
^^is  there  among  you  of  all  his  people;  the 
"  Lord  God  be  with  him,  and  let  him  go 
^'  up.'' 

These  public  and  solemn  testimonies  to 
the  majesty  of  the  God  of  Israel,  must  have 
contributed  materially  to  check  error  and 
idolatry,  in  a  country  where  the  form  of 
the  government  rendered  the  examples  and 
the  opinions  of  the  monarchs  so  powerful 
and  operative.  They  must  have  gained  the 
Jews  even  in  their  captive  and  degraded 
state,  much  consideration  and  attention; 
and  as  such  a  state  led  them  to  take  pride 
in  their  religious  superiority,  the  only  supe- 
riority now  left  them,  and  to  exalt  the  di- 
'  vine  original  and  wisdom  of  their  religion ; 
so  these  events  must  have  gi\  en  their  Ye- 
presentations  weight  and  credibility. 

It 
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It  is  scarcely  possible  ibr  us  at  tliis  re- 
mote period,  and  in  thi^  distant  regkm,  till 
lately  very  ignorant  of,  and  stiU  but  impor* 
fectly  acquainted  with  the  his^oiy  and  lite- 
rature of  the  East,  to  estimate  the  full  efEsct 
of  the  divine  interpositions,  in  the  Jewish 
system,  fix^m  the  calling  of  Abraham  to  the 
close  of  the  Babylonish  captivity,  in  cheek- 
ing the  progress  of  errqr  and  idolatry,  and 
diffusing  the  knowledge  of  the  divine  ex- 
istence and  the  divine  dispensations,  in  tliis 
primeval  seat  and  source  of  civilization  and 
philos€^)hy. 

One  remarkable  instance  however  of  the 
division  of  the  principles  of  true  religion, 
by  the  instrumentality  of  the  patriarchal  and 
the  Jewish  revelations,  occurs  in  the  history 
of  the  Magian  religion,  or  that  of  the  an- 
cient Persians,  which  is  venerable  both  for 
its  antiquity  and  purity,  as  well  as  trnpor? 
tant  from  the  number  of  its  professors*  and 
which,  if  we  may  credit  the  most  learned 
and    industrious   writers,  *  appears    to   have 

been 

*  Consult  Hyct(e'sReligio,Vet§rum  Pers;^t(n :  The  Re* 
ligion  of  the  Persees  by  Henry  Lord  r  Prid^aux's  Connection^, 
Vol.  I.  from  p.  299  to  351 :  Univenwkl  History,  Vol.  II.  Book 

Lch. 
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been  originally  derived  from  tlie  instruct' 
tions  of  Abraham,  and  to  have  received  it$ 
great  reformation  by  Zoroaster  frcwm  the 
communication  of  that  religious  knowledge 
which  the  Jews  in  their  captivity  dissemi- 
nated through  the  East. 

We  have  strong  testimony  to  prove  that 
the  Persians  had  corrupted  that  purity  of 
faith  which  they  had  received  from  their 
pious  ancestor  Elam  the  son  of  Shem,  by 
the  errors  and  superstitions  of  the  *  Zabian 
idolatry ;  but  that  probably  instructed  by  the 
Patriarch  Abraham,  f  they  had  thoroughly 
reformed  their  religion  and  restored  its  pu* 

rity 

I.  ch.  xi.  sect.  iii.  p.  69  :  Pocockii  Specimen  HistorisB  Ara* 
bicae>  ex  Abolfaragio^  p.  54 :  Maurice's  HisUHry  of  Hindos- 
tan.  Vol.  II.  Book  IV.  ch.  iii.  from  275  to  322;  Hottinger's 
Historia  Ptersarum^  p.  172. 
^*  Hyde,  ch.  i. 

f  Hyde  Relig.  Persarom,  cb.  ii.  and  iii.  passim^  pj^rticu*  ^ 
lariy  p.  36,  "  To  return/*  says  Hyde,  "  to  the  ancient  Per- 
**  sians,  by  their  declaration  in  the  book  called  Pkarkangk 
"  Siaruri,  the  religion  of  the  Persians  is  temaed  the  religion 
*'  of  Abraham  and  Zerdusht,  or  Abrahamo  Zerdushtensis ; 
**  for  they  maintain,  that  Abraham  was  of  the  same  religion 
**  with  Zerdusht  who  succeeded  him  long  after,  and  that  the 
"  relig  bn  of  Zerdusht  was  d^rired  from  Al^raham  :  and  by 
**  the  religion  of  Abraham  the  Persians  understand  that 
**  which  (rejecting  the  first  interpolation  of  fhe  Sabians) 
"  teaches  the  worship  of  the  one  only  and  true  God,  exclud* 
''  ing  all  false  religions,  *  &c. 
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rity.  In  process  of  time  that  purity  -w^ 
again  corrupted,  if  not  by  gross  idolatry,  in 
worshipping  the  heavenly  bodies  f  and  the 
elements  of  nature,  particularly  fire ;  yet  cer- 
tainly by  paying  them  an  excessive  and  su- 
perstitious reverence,  and  above  all,  by  ad- 
mitting the  doctrine  of  two  independent 
principles  of  evil  and  of  good,  so  hostile 
to  the  glory  and  the  worship  of  the  one 
gfeat  Jehovah,  the  universal  Lord  and  King. 
From  these  corruptions  this  religion  was  again 
purified  by  the  celebrated  Zoroaster,  who  is 
represented  by  those  writers  who  seiera  best 
informed  in  oriental  literature,  to  have  been 
cotemporary  with  Daniel,  *  and  if  not  a  Jew, 

*  Hyde,  Cap.  iv, 

t  Prideaux,  Vol*  I.  p.  301.  Hyde,  <Mp.  xxii.  p.  298,  and 
cap.  xxiv.  de  Vita  Zoroastris,  and  Mauricc*8  History  of 
Indostan,  Vol.  II.  p.  280. 

Warburton  with  his  usual  humility  of  opinion  and  urba- 
nity of  manner,  calls  all  those  who  believed  the  feet  of  such 
a  reformation  in  the  Magian  religion,  as  I  have  here  ven- 
tured to  suppose,  *  "  bewildered  men,'*  and  considers  the 
Zoroaster  of  Hyde  and  Prideaux  as  a  mere  imaginary  per- 
sonage, the  production  of  modern  Arabian  fictions.  How- 
ever notwithstanding  the  probability  of  my  berag  num- 
bered amongst  those  bewildered  \infartunates,  1  cannot  help 

^seating 
»  Warburton,  Vol.  ly.  p.  180. 
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yet    perfectly    acquainted    with   the  Jewish 
Scriptures,  to  which  the  distinguishing  fea- 
tures 

assenting;  to  the  testimonies  collected  by  Hyde,  who  could 
read  and  understand  the  original  sacred  writings  of  the  Per- 
sians^ and  study  the  original  Arabian  histories,  which  War- 
burton  certainly  could  not ;  and  who  appears  to  have  spent 
a  great  part  of  his  life  in  the  investigation  of  this  subject, 
with  great  patience,  learning  and  sagacity.  He  expresses 
himself  in  the  following  manner.  *  "  The  ancient  Prophet 
"  of  the  Persians,  Zerdusht  or  Zeradusht,  (by  the  Grecians 
*'  erroneously  termed  Zoroaster)  wrote  several  books  on  dif- 
"  ferent  subjects,  as  we  have  proved  in  the  proper  place;  all 
**  written  in  a  language  ancient,  and  in  most  places  nowob- 
"  solete.  These  remain  as  sealed  up  treasures,  which  the 
*'  eyes  of  the  learned  have  never  examined.  These  works  in 
*'  manuscript  (isti  codices)  are  still  extant,  preserved  by  the 
''followers  of  that  religion  with  the  greatest  care;  a  cir- 
"  cumstance  which  may  scarcely  be  credited  by  such  as  are 
*'  strangers  to  these  things,  and  who  do  not  even  dream, 
''  that  the  old  Persians  have  always  had  a  well  regulated  f 
"  church,  which  preserved  its  ancient  memorials;  and  that 
*'  it  flourished  in  splendor  to  Yesdegherd,  the  last  (of  that 
"  name),  who  reigned  about  1000  years  ago;  and  that  it  has 
*'  continued  from  that  time  to  this,  though  with  less  splendor.* 
/'  These  books  of  Zoroaster  are  almost  strangers  in' Europe, 
"  (unless  perhaps  they  lie  somewhere  unknown ;)  but  some 
"  of  them,  relating  to  theology,  (that  I  may  not  api)€ar  to 
"  have  made  these  assertions  without  evidence,)  are  in  my 
''possession,  written  in  an  ancient  language  and  character. 

'*  I  procured 

*  Vide  hts  Preface,  p.  4  and  5. 

f  Vide  ilyde,  cap.  i. ;  in  which  he  adduces  arguments  to  prove,  that 
the  ancient  religion  of  the  Persians  had  retained  the  worship  of  God  from 
the  earliest  ages  lo  the  present  day,  though  intermingled  with  some  su- 
perstitious observances,  which  the  Greeks  and  Maliometans  misunder- 
standing and  misinterpreting,  had  falsely  charged  with  dii^ect  itlolatry. 
On  \bR  constitution  of  the  Persian  church  consult  Hyde,  cop.  x;c>iii. 
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teres*  of  the  reformation  by  him  introduced, 
were  in  a  great  measure  conformable.    He&ce 

his 

'*  I  procured  them  from-  the  ^t  by  great  labour  and  ex- 
**  pence^  and  they  are  indeed  precious  as  gold.  The  auto* 
"graphs  by  Zoroaster  were  all  written  in  the  andentpure  and 
'*  unmixed  Persic,  as  being  that  which  at  that  period  was  in 
"use^  (without  mixture  of  Arabic)  in  those  pails  of  Cho- 
**  rtsan  oi*  Bactiia  where  was  the  tribe  of  Goshtasp^  and 
"  which  still  is  used  there.  And  in  the  same  manner  most 
'*  copies  are  written  in  the  same  language^  excepting  some 
**  for  thcf  common  use  of  moderns,  which  have  sometimes 
<'  Median  and  Arabic  words  intermixed,  all  which  signify 
'*  tie  hook,  by  ^hich  name  the  Persian  Mahometans  or 
*<  Medo-Persiaos  sometimes  emphatically  designate  the 
"Coran. 

'*  It  w^re  to  be  wished,  ths^  all  the  works  of  2k>roaster 
**  were  drawn  out  of  the  darkness  of  the  Magians,  and 
'*  brought  to  light  amongst  us;  from  which  undoubtedly 
"  many  things  which  are  now  unknown  to  the  European 
**  world,  would  be  di;>covered,  to  the  advantage  <^  the  learned 
^  and  inquisitive.  It  is  therefore  incumbent  on  the  patrons 
"  of  Idlers  to  provide  in  time  for  the  expence  attending  thi» 
'*  object ;  such  a  work  would  be  woithy  of  some  prince  or 
'^  illustrious  person.  Nothing  can  b^  etfected  without  the 
**  necessary  expence  being  defrayed,  which  would  not  how- 
^  ever  require  a  great  sum. 

^'Zoroaster,  (as  we  have  pointed  out  in  the  proper 
'*  place,*)  from  his  conversation  with  the  captive  Jews  in 
^  Persia,  was  well  acquainted  with  the  Old  Testament,  and 
'^  many  rites  were  from  thence  introduced  by  him  amongst 
*'  the  Persians;  as  appears  as  well  from  (lis  history  of  the 
^*  creation,  f  and  other  things  agreeing  with  Judaism*  as 
"  from  having  inserted  (as  Gjannabius  attests)  many  passages^ 

V  '*0f 

»  Hfde,  cap.  wuT. 

f  Hy4e,  cap.  iv.  on  the  CreaiioD,  cap.  su  on  the  Deluge,  and  on  the 
aoijQCt  of  the  Maj^i,  c^p.  ixxi. 
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his  condaaaiiation*  of  two  iiidepetideBt  priii- 
ciple%   and  his  assertion  that  th^  supreme 

God 

"  David's«writings  into  his  books^  hift  having  tittered  pro- 
'*  phecies  concerning  Ae  Messiah,  foretold  and  revealed 
*'  thongh  vnth  some  obscurity  in  the  Old  Testament,  But 
"  k  was  besides  necessary  that  himself  should,  have  been 
*'  favoured  virith  a  clearer  and  more  peculiar  revelation,  and 
"  have  left  that  written  in  his  books  for  the  Magi,  who  were 
«<  to  be  led  by  a  star  to  Christ,  when  born  in  Judea;^  since 
"  otherwise  they  could  not  have  known  that,  nor  would  they 
**  have  come  to  Judaea  from  a  distant  land.  For  these  stran- 
*'  ger&  undierstood  this  matter  better  than  the  inhabitants  of 
^'  Bethlehem,  or  the  king,  or  all  the  Jews,  who  were  at  once 
"  instructed  and  alarmied  by  this  evangelic  information  of 
**  the  Magi.  All  which  ciitiumstances  persuade  us,  that 
'*  Zoroaster  had  a  really  divine  revelation  in  this  par-^ 
"  ticular ;  especially  as  we  know  that  God  sometimes  (as 
"  to  his  wisdom  h,  seemed  good)  has  deigned  to  reveal  truth 
'*  to  false  propliets.'' 

I  think  it  unnecessary  to  transcribe  any  further.  On  this 
last  argument  of  Hyde  I  would  observe,  that  if  Zoroaster 
was  acquainted  with  the  propl>etic  writings,  and  commu- 
nicated to  his  countrymen  the  certain  expectalion  of  a  Mes- 
siah, wluch  he  had  from  thence  derived,  "  in  whom  all  the 
^  nations  of  the  earth  were  to  be  blessed :''  it  is  altogether 
unnecessary  to  suppose  that  he  was  favoured  with  any  ad* 
dilional  revelation^  tkongh  we  must  admit  that  the  Magi 
who  visited  our  Saviour,  must  have  bad  an  immediate  reve* 
latien,  to  enable  them  to  understaMid  the  meaning  and  follow 
the  guidance  oi  that  supernatural  appearance  which  con« 
ducted  them  to  his  ^esence.  But  the  £3iet<^  the  visit  of 
the  Magi,  which  othenvise  seems  unconnected  with  the 
other  parts  of  the  Scriptui^  history,  and  difilcult  to  account 
for,  is  80  natuvally  explained  by  tlie  supposition,  that  Pro- 
yidence  k^  extended  to  the  Persians  the  knowledge  of  iN 
*  *  prophetic 

*  Pocockii  Specimen  Historiae  Arab.  p.  147.  Hyde  Relig* 
Persar.  cap.  ix.  162,  and  cap.  xxii.  p.  299. 
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God  was  the  universal  creator  of  both  good:^ 
and  evil,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  the. 
sublime  Isaiah,  which  the  Prophet  intro- 
duces in  such  a  manner  as  to  prove,  it  was 
particularly  designed  to  rouse  the  attention 
of  the  eastern  ?iafions^  and  especially  tl>e 
Persians,  to  this  important  truth;  since  he 
connects  it  with  the  solemn  prophetic  de- 
signation of  the  great  Cyrus,  as  preordained 
to  be  God's  anointed.  *  For  ''  thus  saith  the 
"  Lord  to  his  anointed,  to  Cyrus  whose 
•'  right  hand  I  have  holden  to  subdue  nations 

before 

prophetic  writings^  and  in  connection  with  that  dispensation 
■which  had  selected  their  nation^  oat  of  which  to  raise  for 
his  chosen  people  a  temporal  deliverer  from  the  Babylonish 
Captivity,  and  a  restorer  of  that  temple  wherje  the  Mes- 
siah was  to  appear,  had  (cts  it  were  in  return)  provided  means 
for  preparing  them  to  receive  the  first  tidings  of  that  great 
spiritual  Deliverer,  who  was  to  admit  them  and  all  nations  into 
the  church  of  God.  This  supposition  appears  to  me  to  ex- 
plain so  clearly  the  visit  of  the  Magi,  and  to  combine  this 
otherwise  isolated  fact  with  the  entire  series  of  the  divine 
dispensations  so  harmoniously,  that  I  confess  it  gives  (in 
my  judgment)  additional  credibility  to  the  fact,  that  this 
knowledge  of  the  prophecies  respecting  the  Messiah  had 
been  communicated  to  the  Persians,  either  through  Zo- 
loaster  or  some  other  medium ;  and  induces  me  more  readily 
to  acquiesce  in  the  testimony  establishing  this  fact,  which  at 
the  same  time  appears  in  its  own  nature,  and  independent  of 
any  such  cohicidence,  sufficiently  clear  and  unexceptionable. 
*  Isaiah^  xlv.  1^  &c.  and  xliv.  2S. 
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'^  before  him;  and  I  will  loose  the  loins  of 
^*  kings,  to  open  before  him  the  two-leaved 
/Agates,  and  the  gates  shall  not  be  shut 
^*  I  will  go  before  thee  and  make  the  crooked 
"places  straight,  I  will  break  in  pieces  the 
"  gates  of  brass,  and  cut  in  sunder  the  baxi* 
"  of  iron;  and  I  will  give  thee  the  trea- 
"  sures  of  darkness,  and  hidden  riches  of 
*'  secret  places;  that  thou  mayest  know  that 
"  I  the  Lord  which  call  thee  by  thy  name, 
'^  am  the  God  of  Israel;  for  Jacob  my 
"  servant's  sake  and  Israel  mine  elect,  I 
'^  have  even  called  thee  by  thy  name,  I  have 
*'  surnauied  thee  though  thou  hast  not 
"  known  me ;  thou  art  my  shepherd  and 
'*  shalt  perform  all  my  pleasure,  even  say- 
''  ing  to  Jerusalem,  thou  shalt  .be  built,  and 
"  to  the  temple  thy  foundation  shall  be  laid. 
*^  I  am  the  Lord  and  there  is  none  else; 
"  there  is  no  God  besides  mc.  I  girded 
*'  thee  though  thou  hast  not  known  me, 
**  that  they  may  know  from  the  rising  of 
"  the  sun  and  from  the  west,  that  there  is 
"none  besides  me,  I  am  the  Lord  and 
"  there  is  none  else;   I   form  the  light  and 

"  create 
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**  create  darkliess,  I  make  peace  and  create 
"evil,  I  the  Lord  do  all  these  things. ** 

This  radical  principle  of  true  religion 
Zoroaster  inculcates  clearly  and  stmngly,  ac- 
companied with  such  additional  circumstances, 
as  prove,  that  while  he  wished  to  indulge 
the  prejudices  of  the  nation  whom  he  taught, 
he  yet  was  anxious  to  do  so  no  further 
thaii  might  he  consistent  with  the  prlncifdes 
of  the  Jewish  religion,  from  which  bis  own 
were  plainly  borrowed.  In  this  spirit  he 
maintained,  that  under  the  supreme  bbing 
was  the  angel*  of  light,  th^  director  of 
good,  and  an  angel  of  darkness,  the  suithor 
of  evil :  that  between  these  is  a  perpetual 
struggle,  which  will  continu.e  until  the  end 
of  the  world,  when  there  shall  be  a  gene- 
ral resurrection  and  retribution  to  all  accord- 
ing to  their  deeds ;  when  the  angel  of  evil 
and  his  followers,  shall  in  perpetual  dark- 
ness suffer  the  punishment  they  deserve, 
while  the  angel  of  light  and  his  folbwers 
shall  be  received  into  everlasting  bliss;  after 

which 

^  Shahristani  Helig.  Pcrsarum,  ch.  xxii.  Hyde,  ch.  ix. 
j^.  163,  and  ch.  xxii.  p.  299.  Pocockii  Hist.  Arab.  p.  14S. 
aad  Lord,  of  the  Religion  of  the  Persees,  cap.  ii. 
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which  there  shall  be  no  more  any  mixture 
of  evil  and  good,  of  light  and  darkness, 
but  they  shall  remain  separated  to  all  eter- 
nity. He  also  taught  that  the  Supreme  God 
originally  created  the  good  angel  alone,  and 
that  the  evil  followed  by  the  defect  of  good. 

In  this  entire  system  we  perceive  a  con- 
stant eflFort  to  admit  the  distinct  priiciplcs 
of  evil  and  of  good,  acknowledged  by  the 
Magian  superstition,  but  only  in  such  a 
manner  as  was  consistent  with  the  Jewish 
doctrines,  of  the  supremacy  of  Jehovah,  the 
introduction  of  sin'  and  death  by  the  fall, 
and  the  expectation  of  a  resurrection  and 
final  judgment;  wKich  last  doctrine  was  (as 
we  have  shewn)  distinctly  and  energetically 
taught  by  the  Jewish  Prophets, 

In  other  subordinate  particulars  of  Zoro- 
aster's scheme  we  find  a  conformity  to  that 
of  Moses,  so  close  as  cannot  be  accounted 
for,  except  on  the  supposition  of  a  delibe- 
rate imitation,  *  Thus,  as  Moses  heard 
God  speaking  from  the  midst  of  the  fire,  f 
Zoroaster  pretended  to  the  same :  as  the  Jews 

had 

*  This  is  clearly  established  by  Hyde,  cap.  x,  and  xxii. 
t  Vide  Lord's  Relig.  of  the  Persees^  cap.  vili.  p.  42. 
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had  their  glory  or  special  presence  of  God 
resting  on  the  mercy-seat,  towards  which 
they  offered  up  all  their  prayers;  so  Zoro- 
aster taught  the  M agians  to  hold  the  sacred 
fires  in  their  temples  as  emblems  of  the  di- 
vine presence.  As  the  Jews  had  frequently 
received  fire  from  heaven  to  consume  their 
sacrifices,  Zoroaster  pretended  to  the  same. 
As  the  Jewish  priests  were  of  one  tribe,  so 
were  those  of  Zoroaster,  As  the  former . 
were  chiefly  supported  by  tythes  and  offer- 
ings, so  were  the  latter.  Even  many  of  the 
Lcvitical  distinctions  between  things  clean 
and  unclean  are  preserved  in  the  religious 
code  of  Zoroaster.  Wc  also  trace  in  the  same 
work,  the  history  of  Adam  and  Eve,  of 
the  creation  and  the  deluge:  we  find  inser- 
tions from  the  Psalms  of  David,  and  praises 
of  the  wisdom  of  Solomon:  and  above  all, 
he  celebrates  Abraham;  his  doctrines  and 
.religion  he  delivers  as  the  doctrines  and  re- 
ligion of  Abraham,  so  that  his  inaovations  • 
had  for  their  object,  to  bring  back  the 
Magian  religion  to  the  purity  which  it  had 
originally  derived  from  the  instructions  of 
that  illustrious  Patriarch. 

On 
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On  the  extent  of  this  rdigion  it  is  suf- 
ficient to  say,*  that  in  the  time  of  Lucian,* 
that  is,  soon  after  the  promulgation  of  the 
Gospel,  it  was  received  by  the  great  majo- 
rity of  the  Persians,  the  Parthians,  the  Bac-  , 
trians,  the  Chowaresmians,  the  Arians,,  the 
Sacans,  the  Medes,  and  many  other  eastern 
nations :  and  to  this  day  no  inconsiderable 
body  of  these  Magians  still  remain  in  Persia 
and  India,  who  observe  the  same  religion 
which  Zoroaster  taught ;  who  perform  their 
puUic  religious  worship  in  his  language,  f 
and  according  to  his  rites ;  and  preserve  - 
his  book  with  the  highest  reverence,  as  the 
sole  rule  both  of  faith  and  manners. 

It  is  a  remark  connected  with  the  sub- 
ject of  the  last  observation,  that  whatever 
principles  of  true  reUgion  were  adopted  and 
preserved  by  Mahomet^  he  mo^t  certainly 
borrowed  them  from  the  Scriptures  of  the 
Old  and  New  Testament:  the  worship  of 
one  God,  the  abhorrence  of  idolatry,  the 
expectation  of  a  future  retribution,  and  the 
rules  of  moral  conduct ;  so  far  as  that  exy 

VOL,  II.  D  d  pectation 

♦  Vide  Lucian  de  Loi;igaevis>  sect.  iv.  Vol.  III.  p.  210, 
Editio  Hemsterhusii. 

t  Prideaux,  Vol.  I.  p.  SOP. 
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pectj^tion  is  undebased  by  the  sensual. plea- 
sures promised  by  the  Arabian  impostor, 
and  so  far  as  these  rules  are  uncorrupted  by 
the  sensual  iudulgencies  he  permitted.  In 
a  word,  every  thing  praiseworthy  in  his 
system,  is  plainly  derived  from  the  Law 
and  the  Gospel.  "  Remember"  says  M|iho- 
met,  *  "  when  the  Lord  tried  Abraham  by 
"certain  words,  God  said,  verily  I  will 
'*  constitute  thee  a  model  of  religion  unto 
"  mankind."  Then  follows  a  divine  selec- 
tion  of  Mecca  for  a  holy  house;  a  prayer 
of  Abralmm,  that  God  would  send  an 
Apostle  to  teach  his  posterity  the  Koran: 
and  the  chapter  proceeds  thus,  f "  Who  will 
,"  be  averse  to  the  religion  of  Abraham,  but 
"  he  whose  mind  is  infatuated  ?  Surely  we 
'^  have  chosen  him  in  this  world,  and  in 
"  that  which  is  to  come  he  shall  be  one 
*' of  the  righteous.  When  his  Lord  said 
"  unto  him,  resign  thyself  unto  me,  he  an- 
"  swered,  I  have  resigned  myself  unto  the 
'*  Lord  of  all  creatures.  And  Abraham  be- 
"  queathed  this  religion  to  his  children,  and 
'^  Jacob  did  the  same,  saying,  my.  children, 

"  verily 

*  B^oran,.ch.  ii.  f  Sale's  Koran,  cb.  ii.  p.25. 
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"verily  God  hath  chosen  this  religion  for 
"you;    therefore  die  not  unless  ye  also  be 
"  resigned.      Were  ye  present  when   Jacob 
"  was  at  the  point  of  death,  when  he  said 
"  to  his  sons,  whom  will  ye  worship  after 
"  me  ?  They  answered,  we  will  worship  thy 
"  God,  and  the  God  of  thy  fathers,   Abra- 
"  ham,  and  Ismael  and  Isaac,  one  God,  and 
"  to  him  will  we  be  resigned.     That  people 
"are    now    passed    away;    they  have  what 
"  they  have  gained,  and  ye  shall  have  what 
"  ye  gain ;  and  ye  shall  not  be  questioned 
"  concerning    that  which    they  have  done. 
"  They  say,  become  Jews  or  Christians  that 
"  ye  may  be  directed ;  say  nay,  we  follow 
"  the  religion  of  Abraham,  the  orthodox,  who 
"  was  no  idolater;  say,  we  believe  in  God, 
"  and  that  which  hath  been  sent  down  unto 
^^  us,     (viz.    the  Koran,)  and   that  which 
"  hath  been  sent  down  unto  Abraham,  and 
"  Ismael,    and    Isaac,    a^d    Jacob,    and  the 
"  tribes,   and  that  which  was  delivered  unto 
"  Moses  and   Jesus,    and  that    which    was 
"  delivered   unto    the  Prophets    from    their 
"  Lord ;    we  make   no    distinction  between 
D  d  Q  "  any 
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"  any  of  tiiem,  and  to  God  are  we  resigii- 
''  ed,?'  &c. 

Thus  directly  does  Mahoaaet  acknowledge 
that  he  drew  the  leading  articles  of  bis 
system  from  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  un- 
doubtedly he  has  adopted  some  of  tlia  higji^st 
importance :  I  quote  one  with  pl^as^e. 
"  It  i*  not  righteousness  that  ye  twn 
'^your  feces  in  prajer,  towards  the  east 
*'  and  the  west ;  but  righteousne§$  i«  of 
**  him  who  believe th  in  Gqd,  and  the  a^gels^ 
*' and  the  Scriptures,  and  the  Frophets; 
**  who  giveth  money  for  God's  sake  unto 
^*  his  kindred,  and  unto  orphans,  and  the 
"needy,  and  the  $tra|iger,  *nd  those  who 
'*  ask,^  and  for  redemption  of  captives;  who 
"  is  constant  at  prayer,  ^^d  giveth  alms, 
"  and  of  those  who  perform  th^ir  covfimnt 
*'  when  they  have  covenanted,  and  who  be- 
"  have  themselves  patiently  in  adveraity  and. 
*^  hardships,  and  in  time  of  violence ;  these 
"  are  they  who  are  true,  a^d  these  are  they 
"  who  fear  God."  How  plainly  do  we  per- 
ceive in,  this  passiage  the  principles  ini 
culcated  by  the  Prophet  Isaiah,  with  such 
superior  beauty  ^ml   energy  ?  ♦  "  Is  not  this 

^^thc 


^  Isaiah,  If  iii%  6^  &c. 
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''  tbe  fast  that  I  have  chDi&en ;  to  tobsfe  the 
"  baftds  ttf  wicfc6d«iie3s,  to  utido  ihie  Imsrf 
"  burdete,  to  let  the  oppress^  go  fre^;  and 
'Uhat  ye  bttak  tSrtry  yoke?  Is  it  t<k  td 
"deal  thy  biiead  to  the  hungry,  anfd  that 
'*  thott  bring  thft  poor  that  are  cajt  out  to 
"  thy  house ;  wheto  thou  seest  tlje  taaked 
"  that  thou  cover  hitn,  and  that  thoA  hide 
"not  thyself  from  thine  own  flesli;  then 
"shall  thy  light  bi-eak  forth  as  the  mom- 
"ing,  and  thine  health  shall  spring  forth 
"  Speedily,  and  thy  righteousness  lihiill  go 
"  before  thee,  the  glory  of  the  Lord  shall 
"  be  thy  rereward.  ^  Then  shalt  thou  call  and 
"  the  Lord  shall  answer,  thou  shalt  cry  and 
"he  shall  say,  here  I  am.  If  thou  take 
",away  from  the  midst  of  thee  the  yoke, 
"  and  the  putting  forth  of  the  finger,  and 
"  speaking  vanity,  and  if  thou  draw  out 
"  thy  soul  to  the  hungry,  and  satisfy  the 
"afflicted  soul;  thea  shall  thy  hght  rise 
"  in  obscurity,  and  thy  darkness  be  as  the 
"  ttoon^day,"  8cc. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  *  to  remark,  that 
the  absurdity  aid  extravagance,  the  mixture 

of 

*  In  proof  .of  this  charge,  it  is  unnecessary  to  multiply 

passages 


Digitized  by 


Google 


406  REVIEW   OJ 

of  sensuality,  licentiousness  and  deceit,  which 
generally  pervade  the  Koran,  justify  the  as- 
sertion, that  its  author  w^  indebted  for 
whatever  degree  of  religious  truth  or  vir- 
tuous principle  is  found  in  it,  not  to  his 
own  sagacity  or  bis  own  rectitude  of  sen- 
timent, but  to  those  sacred  sources  of  thfe 
Jewish  and  Christian  Scriptures,  the  divine 
authenticity  of  which  he  acknowledged,  and 
the  doctrines  of  which  hie  was  induced  to 
adopt,  in  order  to  attract  to  himself  as  many 
as  possible  of  the  votaries  of  both  these  re- 
ligions, in  a  country  where  their  numbers 
were  considiehlble,  their  igjiorai:jce  *  the  easy 

prey 

from  the  Koian,  of  absurdity  and  extravagance,  as  in  chap. 
XV.,  the  fall  of  the  angels  for  refusing  to  worship  Adam ;  in 
chap,  xxvii,  and  xxxiv,  the  lapwing  bringing  in  news  to 
Solomon;  the  genii  buildiiig  for  him;  the  ants  and  birds 
attending  him,  &c.,  ^nd  chap,  xyii,  on  the  celebri^d  night 
journey  to  heaven ;  with  Prideaux's  account,  p.  43,  and 
Abulfeda  Vita  Muham.  cap.  xix ;  of  Hcenttousnesg  and 
fraud,  chap,  xxxiii ;  the  revelation  permitting  the  Prophet 
to  multiply  wives,  "  a  peculiar  privilege  above  the  rest  of  the 
*'trtu:  believers,"  vide  p.  281>  and  to  take  his  adopted  son's 
wife  ;  and  a  revelation  to  justify  an  amour  wifh  his  slave, 
in  chap.  Ixvi. ;  of  a  sens.ual  paradise,  in  various  places,  par- 
ticularly chap.  XXV.  Consult  on  this  subject  Whites  Bamp- 
ton's  Lecture  Sermons,  particularly  Sermon,  6,  6  and  Q, 
Prideaux's  liife  of  Mahomet,  passing. 

*  Vide  Sale's  Koran,  the  Preliminary  Dissertation,  sect  ii. 
Prideaux's  Life  of  Mahomed  Preface,  and  Hettinger's  His- 

t|>rii^ 
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prey  'of'  delusion^  and  their  attachment  to 
the  religions  they  professed  weakened  by  the 
errors  which  at  that  disastrous  period  had 
corrupted,  and  the  dissensions  which  had 
disgraced  them. 

And  now,  on  reviewing  the  facts  and 
observations  adduced  in  this  section,  it  will 
be  found,  that  the  objection  against  the 
Jewish  scheme,  as  being  partial  and  confined 
to  one  obscure  and  insignificant  nation,  and 
therefore  unworthy  of  the  Deit}',  is  false  in 
fact,  and  inconclusive  in  r^soning;  even 
without  considering  the  Law  as  intrx)duc- 
tory  of  the  Gospel,  and  that  therefore  how- 
ever confined  in  its  immediate  efficacy,  its 
importance  is  clear,  as  being  a  necessary 
preparation  for  a  pure  and  universal  religion. 
This  last  is  certainly  the  most  decisive  an- 
swer to  the  objection ;  jret  independent  of 
this,  it  has  been  proved,  that  tlie  Jewish 
scheme  was  intended  to  produce,  and  did 
produce  a  most  important  and  beneficial 
effect,  in  checking  error  and  idolatry  through 
a  great  portion  of  mankind,  wliile  it  con- 
tinued 

toria  Orief)talis>  Lib.  II.  cap.  ii.  p.  212*  De  Stat.  Jiidaeorum 
et  Christianorum  ante  Muhamnied,  and  cap.  v.  De  Causis 
Conservantibus  Muhammedismi. 
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tinucd    in  operation.     It  has  been  prov^^ 
that  this  effect  was  intended  and  fbreseeo, 
and  that  it  formed  a   direct  Object  of  the 
divine  care,  and  as  it  were,  a  leading  motive 
in  regulating    the    measures    of  the   divine 
economy.*  The  establishment  of  the  Jewish 
law  displayed  to  the  nations  of  Egypt  and 
Canaan,  the  nu^t  striking  proofe  of  the  power 
and  justice  of  Jehovah^  and  hjs  superiority 
over  their    base    idols;    inflicting  the  most 
signal   punishment    on    thpir   deluded    wor- 
shippers,   to    prove   his    abhorrence  of  ido- 
latry: The  subsequent  fortunes  of  the  Jewish 
nation  proclaimed  the  same  great  truths ;  in 
.^heir  apostacies   and   chastisements,  as  well 
as  their  repentance  and  deUverances,  attest- 
ing the  resistless  power  and  over-ruling  Pro- 
vidence of  their  Goil,    exercised    not    only 
over  the  Jews  themselves,  but  all  the  nations 
placed  in   their   neighbourhood,   or  affected 
by  their  fortunes :  -particularly  after  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  regal  government,  wj5  see 
the  conquests    of  David,    thie    wisdom  and 
wealth  of  Solomon,  the  magnificence  of  the 
temple,  and  the  splendor  of  the  Jewish  re- 
ligion   attracting    general    attention.      We 

sec 

*  Vide  supra,  p,  122  to  I3p. 
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see  the  dtuatioii  of  Jud^esi  calculated  to 
iaci^ase  this  d&ct:  at  the  head  of  tl» 
Mediterranean  Sea^  in  the  nei^ibourhood  of 
Phoenicia,  Egypt>  Assyria  and  Greece,  Hie 
divine  Providence  connects  the  chosien  people 
with  these  various  ppwers,  and  from  this 
connectioti  various  opportunities  htm  of 
displaying  to  the  heathen  nations  thse  most 
striking  proofs  of  the  power,  and  extorting 
froni  their  most  powerful  monarchs  the  mo^ 
pubUc  and  solemn  homage  to  the  majesty 
of  Jehovah. 

But  especially  during  the  Babylonish  cap- 
tivity, the  tendency  of  Judaism  to  enlighten 
the  heathen  world  becomes  most  conspicuixis^; ' 
it  then  exhibits  its  prophets  and  its  martyrs, 
ditFuses  its  instructions,  lifts  its  head  in  the 
courts  of  moi^rchs^  controuls  their  fortunes 
and  chastises  tbeir  pride;  till  at  length  it 
is  restored  to  its  8fa%  now  purified  from 
idolatry ;  and  by  inculcating  the  belief  of 
a  future  retribution,  and  by  the  energetic  ex? 
hortations  of  its  Prophets  confirmed  by  der 
cided  experience,  it  is  enabled  to  preser<^e 
the  worship  of  the  true  God,  and  a  lively 
expectarionof  the  promised  Messi^,  in  whom 

all 
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all  the  nations  of  the  earth  were  to  be  blessed; 
an  expectation  not  confined  to  the  Jews 
alone,  but  certainly  prevailing,  though  per^ 
hSps  indistinctly  understood  through,  many 
nations  of  the  East. 

The  effects  of  such  a  dispensation  in  en- 
lightening mankind,  could  not  have  been 
inconsiderable,  even  thcnigh  we  at  this  time 
and  in  this  land,  were  unable  distinctly  to 
trace  them.  But  they  are  still  visible  even 
to  us,  in  the  universal  fame  of  Abraham 
and  Solomon  through  the  east,  and  the  mul- 
titudes who  trace  to  them  their  religious 
rites  and  opinions;  in  the  history  of  the 
Samaritan  settlement,  and  the  religions  of 
ZorOaster*  and  Mahomet,  at  this  day  pro- 
fessed by  such  numerous  nations. 

Should  it  still  be  affirmed  that  the  Jewish 
scheme  could  not  have  been  divine,  because 
it  did  not  universally  enlighten  and  reform 
mankind;   we    answer,    to    expect  such  an 

effect 

'^  *  The  ancient  Persians  and  modem  Mahometans  are 
*'  possibly  (says  Bishop  Butler)  instances  of  people,  who 
'*  have  had  essential  or  natural  religion  enforced  upon  their 
*f  consciences  by  the  means  of  the  Scripture ;  Uiough  they 
'^  never  had  the  genuine  Scripture  revelation,  with  iu  real 
"  evidence,  proposed  to  their  consideration. '^  Vide  Ana- 
logy, Part  II.  ch.  vi.  p.  319. 
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effect  is  altogether  wild  and  extravagant, 
for  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  it  could 
have  been  produced  at  that  period  of  the 
world,  or  indeed  at  any  period  which  has 
ever  yet  occurred,^  by  any  methods  of  the 
divine  government,  consistent  with  the  esta- 
}>lished  course  of  nature  and  the  moral  agency 
of  man.  Sq  deeply  was  mankind  sunk  in 
erroj:  and  ignorance,  in  idolatry  and  all  the 
vices  Gonnec|:ed  with  it,  that  any  reforma- 
tion of  an  entire  nation,  and  much  more 
of  all  nations,  seems  to  have  been  totally 
impracticable.  If  the  Egyptians  and  Ca- 
naanites  could  not  be  reformed  by  the  woni- 
ders  they  beheld,  and  the  chastisements 
they  suffered;  if  the  Philistines,  the  Sama- 
ritans and  the  Assyrians,  so  long  witnesses 
of  the  divine  Providence  over  the  Jews, 
continuied  still  idolaters;  it  seeips  certain 
no  nation  could  have  been  permanently  and 
excliLsively  attached  to  the  worship  of  Jeho^ 
yah,  except  by  placing  it  under  a  system 
pf  mpaculous  instruction  and  miraculous 
controul,  we^r/y  or  exaoily  siifiilar  to  that^ 
under  which  jthe  chosen  people  were  disci- 
plined  and  restrained.  Now,  that  many  dif- 
ferent 
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ferent  nations  should  be  thus  miraduloiiiily 
disciplined  and  controukd,  ai^  far  as  wie  can 
judge  could  not  take  place  without  tatdU^ 
altering  tht  entire  scheme  of  God's  morid 
gacemmenty  and  utterly  subverting  the  esta- 
blished course  of  nature.  And  so  lon^  as 
any  nations  continued  unenlightened  and 
nnrefoimed,  the  objection  that  the  divine 
dispensations  were  partial  and  confined,  would 
still  remain.  Is  it  not  then  evident,  that 
such  an  objection  rests  on  presumption,  l6ad* 
to  absurdity,  and  would  terminate  in  atheism? 

But  it  is  asked,  are  not  all  partial  dispen- 
sations unjust,  and  therefore  unworthy  of 
God?  To  this  I  answer,  in  the  words  of 
the  celebrated  Butler,  *  "  That  there  is  no- 
"  thing  in  all  this  ignorance,  doubtfulness 
^  and  uncertainty,  in  all  these  varieties  and 
**  supposed  disadvantages  of  some  in  com- 
"  parison  of  others,  respecting  religion,  but 
"  may  be  paralleled  by  manifest  analogies, 
*'in  the  natural  dispensations  of  Providence, 
"  at  present,  and  considering  ourselves  merely 
"  in  our  temporal  capacity. 

^^  Nor  is  there  any  thing  shocking  in  all 

"this, 

^  *  3utler,  Part  II.  ch.  vi.  p.  320. 
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*^  this,  or  which  would  seem  to  bear  hard 
'*  upon  the  moral  administration  in  nature, 
"if  we  would  really  keep  in  mind,  that 
^*  every  one .  shall  be  dealt  equitably  with, 
"  instead  of  forgetting  this,  or  explaining  it 
*^  away,  after  it  is  acknowledged  in  words, 
"  All  shadow  of  injustice,  and  indeed  all 
"  harsh  appearances  in  this  various  econwny 
"  of  Providence,  would  be  lost,  if  we  would 
**  keep  in  mind,  that  every  merciful  alkm- 
*'  ance  shall  be  made,  and  no  more  be  re- 
"  quired  of  any  one,  than  flight  hav6  been 
**  equitably  expected  of  him,  from  the  cir- 
"  cumstances  in  which  he  was  placed,  and 
^*  not  what  might  have  been  expected,  had 
"  he  been  placed  in  other  circumstances^ 
*'  i,  e.  in  Scripture  language,  *  "  that  every 
*^  man  shall  be  accepted  according  to  what 
^\he  had,  not  according  to  what  he  had 
"pot"  This  however  doth  not  by  any 
"  means  imply,  that  all  persons'  condition 
"here  is  equally  advantageous  with  respect 
"  to  futurity:  and  Providence's  designing  to 
"  place  some  in  greater  darkness  witli  respect 
"  to  religious  knowlege,  is  no  more  a  reason 

"why 

*  2  Cor.  viii.  12. 
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"  why  they  should  not  endeavour  to  get 
"  out  of  that  darkness,  and  others  to  bring 
'*  them  out  of  it;  than  why  ignorant  and 
"  slow  people  in  matters  of  other  knowledge, 
"  should  not  endeavour  to  learn  or  be  in- 
"  structed. 

*^  It  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose,  that' 
"  the  same  wise  and  good  principle,  what- 
"  ever  it  was,  which  disposed  the  Author 
*' of  nature  to  make  different  kinds  and 
*' orders  of  creatures,  disposed  him  also  to 
**  place  creatures  of  like  Tiinds  in  different 
"  situations ;  and  that  the  same  principle 
^*  which  disposed  him  to  make  creatures 
^of  different  moral  capacities,  disposed  him 
"  also  to  place  creatures  of  like  moral 
"  capacities,  in  different  religious  situations, 
**  and  even  the  same  creatures  in  different 
*^  periods  of  their,  being, 

"  Again,  a  system  or  consitution  (as  that  of 
**  nature)  implies  variety,  and  so  complicated  an 
*^  one  as  this  world,  very  great  variety;  so  that 
^*  were  Revelation  tmiversal,  yet  from  men's 
*^  different  capacities  of  understanding,  from 
^'  the  different  lengths  of  their  lives,  their  dif- 
'*  ferent  educations,  and  other  external  cir- 

"  cumstances. 
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"  cumstanoes,  and  from  their  difference  of 
"  temper  and  bodily  constitution,  their  reli-^ 
*^  gious  situations  would  be  widely  different, 
"  and  the  disadvantage  of  some  in  compa- 
"  rison  of  others,  perhaps  altogether  as  much 
"  as  at  present."  Consideration?  these  which 
prove  that  all  objections  to  Revelation  derived 
from  its  want  of  universality,  are  contrary 
to  the  analogy  of  nature,  and  founded  on 
mere  arrogance  and  presumption.  * 

*  If  any  one  who  may  happen  to  peruse  this  vrork,  finds 
himself  disposed  to  believe,  that  the  difficulties  or  objections 
which  he  thinks  may  be  alledged  against  JRevelation,  from 
its  not  being  universal,  or  its  proqf  appearing  deficient,  ju»» 
tify  him  in  neglecting  its  evidence  or  violating  its  precepts; 
I  earnestly  entreat  him  to  read  and  to  reflect  on  the  consi* 
derations  Butler  suggests,  in  the  remaining  part  of  this 
chapter :  to  prove  that  such  difficulties  and  objections  may 
be  intended  to  try  his  sincerity  and  moral  rectitude,  and 
that  negligence  and  inattention  under  such  a  probation  may 
prove  most  criminal  and  destructive.  Vide  Butler,  Part  11. 
ch.vi.  p.  323. 
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LECTURE  v. 

SECT.  11. 

Philosophy  not  introduced  into  Europe  until  near  the  period  qf 
tlie  Babylonish  Captiidty — Thales — Anaximander — Anax^ 
agoras-'^Prohahility  that  sojue  of  their  opinions  were  ulti- 
mately derived  frotn  the  Jews-^General  circumstances  in  the 
history  of  Grecian  philosophy  and  religion,  render  the  same 
thing  probable  of  them-^^Their  sages  travelling  for  learning 
into  Egypt  and  the  East  -^Connection  of  the  Jews  with  Egypt 
at  this  period — Early  philosophers  (^^'Greeoe  delivered  their 
tenets  dogmatically — Inference  from  thence — The  higlter  we 
trace  the  philosophy  and  ixUgion  qf  Greece,  the  purer  it  is 
found — Irference — Providence  gradually  prepared  the  world 
for  the  Gospel — Grecian  language  and  literature — CornieC' 
tion  of  Greece  with  Asia  increascd—^Conquests  of  Alexander 
— Singular  distribution  qf  the  Jews  at  this  period — Jews  in 
Egypt  use  the  Greek  tongue — Septuagint  translation,  its 
importance — The  formation  qf  the  Alexandrian  libraty^-' 
Sects  of  Grecian  philosophy — Their  effect-^Extension  of  the 
Kojnan  empire — Facilitated  the  spread  qf  Christianity. 
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LECT.  V. 

SECT.  II. 


Hitherto  we  have  traced  the  effects 
of  the  Jewish  dispensation,  chiefly  in  en- 
lightening the  oriental  nations;  but  let  it 
be  remembered^  that  previously  to  the  Baby- 
lonish, captivity,  the  greatest  part  of  Europe 
had  been  sunk  in  barbarism,  and  preece 
itself  began  to  emerge  from  the  depths  of 
ignorance  only  at  that  period.  It  was  not 
until  after*  the  first  capture  of  Jerusaleni 
by  Nebuchadnezzar,  that  Thales  travelled 
into  Egypt,  and  from  thence  introduced  into 
his  native  land,  geometry,  astronomy  and 
pliilosophy :  he  appears  to  have  been  amongst 
the  first,  who  gave  his  countrymen  any 
rational  idea  of  the  origin  of  the  world,  and 
E  e  2  his 

♦  Vide  Chronological  Tables  of  Marshal  and  the  Universal 
I}istory^  also  Brucker's  Hist^ria  Philosophise^  Lib.  II.  cap.  i. 
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his  opinion  that  water  was  the  first  prin- 
ciple of  things,  and  that  God  was  that  spirit 
who  formed  all  things  out  of  water^  seems 
evidently  borrowed  f  from  the  Mosaic  account 
indistinctly  understood  ;  *  ^'  that  in  the  be- 
"  ginning  the  earth  was  without  fonn  and 
'*  void,  and  darkness  was  upon  the  face  of 
'*  the  deep,  and  the  spirit  of  God  moved 
"  upon  the  face  of  the  waters."  f 

Anaximander,  J  the  friend  iand  disciple 
of  Thales,  seems  to  have  expressed  his  opinion 
though  in  different  terms,  yet  such  as  indi- 
cate that  it  also  sprang  from  the  same 
source.  He  taught  that  infinity/  was  the  first 
principle  of  all  things,  from  which  they  are 
produced,  and  in  which  they  terminate.  The 
most  rational  explanation  of  this  idea  seems 
to  be,  that  it  means  that  indefinite  chaos 
combined  with  that  infinite  mind,  from  which 
all  things  proceeded. 

The 

*  Genesis,  i.  1. 

4*  Thales  enim  Milesius  qui  pirimo  de  talibus  rebus  quae- 
sivit,  aquam  dixit  esse  iaitiura  rerum,  Deum  autem  earn 
mentem  quae  ex  aqua  cuncta  fingeret.  Cicero  de  Natura 
Deorum,  Lib.  I.  dap.  x. ;  and  Bruckeri  Historia  Philo- 
^phiae,  Lib.  II.  cap.  i.  Vol.  L  p.  463. 

X  Bruckeri  Historia,  Lib.  IL  cap.  i.  sect.  x.  p.  483,  who 
explains  tb^  opinion  of  Anaximander  as  I  have  done. 
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The  great  Anaxagoras  *  also,  who  firi&t 
distinctly  taught  the  separate  existence  of 
a  supireme  all-directing  Mirid,  spoke  of  the 
material  world  as  originating  fi-^om  a  con- 
fused Inass,  consisting  of  different  kinds  of 
particles,  each  of  which  afterwards  combined 
in  homogeneous  masses;  an  opiniicm  ^o  similar 
to  that  of  the  Mosaic  records,  that  we  can  scarce- 
ly doubt  but  that  it  was  from  them  derived. 

But  not  to  enter  into  a  disquisition  unneces- 
sary to  the  object  of  this  work,  and  in  which 
certainty  is  scarcely  attainable,  it  may  be 
sufficient  to  remark  some  general  circum- 
stances in  the. history  of  the  Grecian  philo- 
sophy and  religion,  which  appear  to  con^ 
firm  the  opinion  of  their  having  be^i  derived 
ultimately  from  the  source  of  the  Jewish 
revelations;  though  corrupted  aad  debased 
with  the  impure  mixtures  of  Egyptian  mys- 
tery and  superstition,  and  rendered  still  more 
extravagant  and  incoherent,  by  that  poetic 
imagery  which  the  vivid  imagination  of  the 
Greeks  so  promptly  invented,  and  so  fondly 
retained. 

One  of  these  tircurastances  is,  that  Egypt  f 

was 
*  Bruckeri  Historia,   lab.  II.  cap.  i.  sect.  xx.  Vol.  I. 
p.  503. 

t  Brucker  affirms  this  of  Thales,  from  whom  the  Ionic 
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wais  certainly  the  school,  to  which  the  sages 
of  iSreece  rtesorted  for  instruction,  at  and 
after  the  Babylonish  captivity;  and  that 
some  are  related  to  have  extended  their  jour- 
nies  and  researches  into  Chaldsea  and  Assyria. 
Now  at  all  times  Egypt  had  maintained 
such  frfequicnt  intercourse  with  Judasa.  that 
it  could  not  be  difficult  there  to  learn  the 
Jewish  tenets,  and  have  access  to  the  Jewish 
scriptures,  while  at  the  same  time  Assyria 
]s^^as  full  of  the  dispersed  and  captive  Jews, 
^^'^e  have  indeed  the  most  decisive  proof 
of  the  constant  intercourse  and  close  con- 
nection of  the  Jews  with  Egypt,  from  the 
multitudes  who  at  the  beginning  of  the  Baby- 
lonish captivity,   *  fled  thither,    and  settled 

there 

jsect  derinred  thieir  opinions  ;  sii^d  conceited  that  Thales  de- 
rived his  opinion  from  the  traditions  of  the  PhoBnicians, 
"  which  he  had  learned  in  Crete  and  in  Egypt ;  who  in 
f  their  cosmogonies  laying  aside  an  operating  cause,  phtlo- 
'*  sophised  on  the  origin  of  natural  objects  from  a  chaos," 
Vide  Vol.  I.  p.  4-66.  If  this  is  true,  it  is  a  melancholy  in- 
stance, how  perversely  hujman  reason  misu^  and  misin- 
terpreted the  information  which  revelation  had  supplied. 
The  tenet  of  the  soul's  imi^iortality  is  confessed  to  have  been 
brought  from  Egypt  to  Greece  by  Thales.  Brucker,  Vol.  I. 
p.  475.  yide  also  Brucker's  Account  of  the  Opiniohs  of 
Orpheus,  particularly  as  to  a  Chaos,    Vol.  I.  p.  390. 


*  Vide.  Jeremiah,  xlii,  xliii,  xliv,  and  xlvi. 
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there  in  direct  oppositioa  to  the  commands 
of  their  God  and  the  warnings  of  his  Pro- 
phet; SLTx  event  ;speedily  followed  by  the 
i;eduction  of  Egypt  under  the  Assyrian  empire, 
and  the  signal  punishment  of  the  idolatrous 
Jews  in  that  country,  according  to  the  pre- 
diction of  Jeremiaji:  occurrences  which  Would 
naturally  excite  a  considerable  degree  of  at- 
tention to  the  Law  and  the  Prophets  amongst 
the  remaining  Jews,  both  in  Egypt  and 
Assyria;  and  possibly  even  amongst  such 
of  the  natives  of  those  countries,  as  well  as 
foreigners,  who  were  more  learned  and  in- 
jquisitive. 

From  this  period  the  intercourse  between 
Europe,  Asia  and  Egypt  continued  to  in- 
crease, and  consequently  acaess  to  the  sacred 
treasures  of  revelation,  became  more  prac- 
ticable. 

It    is    another    remarkable   circumstance, 
connected    with    our  present    subject,    that 
the  tenets  of  the  earliest  Grecian  pliilosophers, 
were  *  delivered,    not  in  the  form  of  regu- 
lar 

*  The  sagcsknown  by  the  name  of  the  seven  wh?e  men 
of  Greece,  it  is  acknowledged,  deli  vei^d  theif  doctrines  in 
this  form ;  and  Brucker  observes  of  Thales,  "  As  the  real 

reason 


Digitized  by 


Google 


424  REVIEW   OF 

lar  systems,  discovered  by  sagacious  inves- 
tigation and  supported  by  regular  proof;  but 
rather  as  unconnected  dogmas,  learned  from 
tradition,  and  resting  on  authority:  which 
would  have  been  the  natural  consequence 
of  their  being  formed  from  fragments  of  the 
Jewish  revelations  and  records,  separated 
from  the  scheme,  and  unsupported  by  the 
proofs  and  facts-with  which  they  had  been 
originally  combined. 

It  is  equally  remarkable,  that  the  higher  * 
we  trace  the  theological  opinions  of  the 
Grecian  philosophers,  and  the  popular  sys- 
tems of  religion  in  the  ancient  world,  the 
more  pure  and  upcorrupted  are  they  found. 
The  nearer  WjC  approach  to  the  sources  of 
eastern  tradition,  the  more  conspicuous  ap- 
pears the  radiance  of  that  heavenly  light 
of  original  revelation,   whose  beams  though 

clouded 

**  reason  which  induced  Thales  to  admit  bis  grand  principle 
*'  is  unknown,  it  is  mot  improbable  that  he  arrived  at  it  by 
**  tradition  rather  than  by  reasojiing.*'  Vol.  I.  p.  467. 

*  Vide  Leland  on  the  Advantage  and  Necessity  of  the 
Christian  Revelation,  Part  I.  ch.  ii,  and  xx.  and  the  learned 
Shuckibrd,  in  his  Connection  of  sacred  and  profane  History, 
the  Preface  and  Book  v.  sect.  ii.  Dionysius  Halicarnasseus 
on  the  ancient  Religion  of  the  Romans :  Plutarch  in  Numa : 
and  Juvenal  Sat.  xiii.  46. 
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cl6u<ied  and  dispersed,  still  contributed  to 
enlighten:  and  direct  mankind:  the  mdre 
clear  traces  do  we  discover  of  that  prhneval 
and  pktfiarchil  religibn,  whibli  acknowledged 
thfe  existence  and  incnlcdtfed  the  worship  of 
the  true  and  only  God.  Wb  find  no  itiortals 
yet  exalted  to  diviiiities,  no  imaged  in  their 
temples,  no  impilre  or  cruel  rites.  But  when 
men  knowing  Gdd,  glorified  him  not  as 
God,  "  *  their  foolish  hearts  were  darkened;" 
notwithstanding  ihe  progress  of  rfcason  and 
civilisation,  the  alisurdities,  f  profanations 
and  crimes  ot"  idolatry  multiplied  Avithout 
end;  philosophy  plunging  into  vain  dispu- 
tations, wandered  from  the  truth,  or  shrink- 
ing from  thfe  terrors  :{;  of  persecution,  did^ 
not  dare  to  avow  it. 

feut  amidst  this  increasing  glooni  of  ido- 
latrous ignorance  and  error,  this  wide  spread- 
ing confusion,  which  thi^eatened  to  reduce 
the  whole  moral  and  religious  world  to  a 
wild  chaos  of  vice  and  disorder;  an  over- 
ruling Providence  gradually  prepared  for  in- 
troducing 

*  Rom.i.  21. 

+  vide  Supra,  Vol.  I.  Part  IJ.  Lect.  I, 
X  Vide  Leland's  Advantage  of  Hevelation,  Part  I.  from 
chap.  X.  to  xxii. 
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troducing  the  glorious  light  of  the  Gospel, 
and  turning  mankind  from  the  power  of 
Satan  unto  God,  Literature,  philosophy,  And 
the  fine  arts  were  rapidly  diffused  over  Greece,, 
and  cultivated  with  a  degree  of  ardor  un- 
equalled in  any  other  age  or  country.  Broken 
into  small  and  free  governments,  blessed 
with  the  finest  climate,  the  most  picturesque 
scenery,  and  the  most  ingenious  and  ani- 
mated people,  here  was  formed  a  language, 
copious,  expressive  and  harmonious;  and 
here  were  produced  those  immortal  works 
in  poetry,  eloquence  and  philosophy,  which 
rendered  that  language  tlie  universal  dialect 
of  the  polite  and  learned  both  in  the  East 
and  West;  and  thus  prepared  it  to  become 
a  general  and  permanent  medium  of  com- 
munication, in  which  the  records  and  the 
truths  of  Christianity  might  be  distinctly 
and  safely  handed  to  succeeding  ages. 

In  the  mean  time  Rome  was  gradually 
emerging  from  weakness  and  barbarism  to 
power  and  celebrity  on  one  side,  while  on 
the  other,  the  connection  of  the  European 
world  with  the  East,  the  residence  of  the 
chosen    people   of  ^  God,    and   consequently 

thp 
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the  fountain  of  religious  knowledge,  became 
daily  more  close  and  constant:  by  the 
mutual  wars  and  invasions  of  the  Greeks 
and  Asiatics,  the  settlement  of  the  Grecian 
colonies  in  Asia;,  and  the  extended  commerce 
of  the  Greeks  and  Phoenicians:  until  at 
length  the  conquests  of  Alexander  cemented 
the  two  continents  together,  and  rendered 
the  Grecian  language  universal  and  popular 
over  the  East. 

We  now  find  the  Jews  placed  in  a  dif- 
ferent situation  from  any  preceding  period 
of  their  history :  while  a  sufficient  part  of 
the  nation  had  been  restored  to  Judaea  and . 
there  settled,  to  answer  the  primary  pur- 
pose of  forming  a  separate  people,  in  order 
to  preserve  the  Law  and  the  Prophets,  re- 
build the  temple,  and  prepare  tlie  scene 
where  the  Messiah  was  personally  to  appear, 
where  he  was  to  verify  the  prophecies,  par- 
ticularly with  respect  to  his  descent,  the 
place  of  his  birth,  and  the  minutest  circum- 
stances of  his  personal  character  and  suffer- 
ings; where  he  was  to  promulgate  his  re- 
Jigion,   and  lay  down  his  life  for  man.  Vfe 

see 
*  Vide  th«  Books  of  Ezra  and  Nehemiah, 
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see  another  great  body  of  the  iiation  retirihg 
into  Egypt,*  building  a  temple  there,  pub- 
licly exercising  their  religion,  and  fldilriish- 
ing  m  such  multitudes  under  the  pro- 
tection of  Alexander  and  his  successors,  that 
the  Je\ys  in  Egypt  nearly  if  not  entirely 
fequalled  those  of  Judasa,  in  number,  Wealth 
and  influence ;  while  they  adopt  the  Grecian 
language  so  universally,  that  it  becomes  f 
necessary  to  •translate  the  Scriptures  into 
Greek  for  their  use,  and  thus  make  them 
accessible  to  the  learned  and  inquisitive  in 
feveiy  country,  whenever  their  attention  should 
be  excited  to  this  study.  And  it  should  be 
remarked,  that  so  necessary  was  such  an  ad- 
justment of  circumstances  to  produce  this  salu- 
*  taty  effect,  in  opposition  to  the  exclusive 
temper  of  the  Jews  settled  in  Judaea;  that 
this  translation,  which  must  have  been  re- 
ceived with  such  joy  by  the  Jewish  colo- 
nies, 

*  Vide  Prideaux*s  Connections,  Part  II.  Book  I.  sect.  riii. 
Vol.  III.  p.  63.:  JosephusV  Antiquities,  Book  XI.  ch.  ii. 
Book  XII.  ch.  i,  iii^  iv.  Book  I$^III.  ch.  iii.  as  to  the  building 
of  the  temple  in  Egypt,  also  his  History  of  the  Jewish  war, 
BookVII.oh.  X.  sec't.  iii.  Book  XIV.  ch.  yn'i,  and  x.:  also 
bis  Work  against  Apion,  Book  II.  sect,  iv,  v,  and  ?i.,  and 
tto  Universal  History,  Vol.  IV.    Book  ii. 

+  Viiie  Prideaux  and  Josephus  as  quot^^d  above,  find  the 
Universal  History,  Vol  IV.  Book  II.  ch.  i. 
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nies,  was  regarded  as  the  subject  of  national* 
mourning  b^  the  Jews  at  Jerusalem. 

The  unspeakable  importance  of  this  trans- 
lation, which  graclually  included  all  the 
Scriptures  of  the  Old  Testament,  has  beei^ 
already  noticed :  t  by  it  the  grand  truths  of 
religion,  the  history  of  divine  Providence, 
and  the  prophecies  announcing  the  Messiah, 
l^ecame  accessible  to  the  learned  and  inqui- 
sitive, in  every  part  of  the  then  civilized 
world.  All  possibility  of  either  questioning 
the  existence  or  falsifying  the  contents  of 
tlvose  prophecies  was  thus  precluded,  and 
the  stability  of  this  signal  proof  of  reve- 
lation secured;  though  the  rulers,  doctors 
and  priests  of  that  nation  with  whom  they 
liad  been  originally  deposited,  rejected  tliat 
divine  Per3onage  whom  these  prophecies  aiv- 
nounced;  and  must  therefore  have  wished, 
liad  it  been  in  their  power,  to  alter  their 
contents,  in  order  to  disprove  their  appli- 
cation. 

About  the   period    when    this   translation 
was  compleated,  we  see  J  the  Ptolemies  col- 
lecting 

*  Universal  History,  Vol.  IV.  Book  II.  ch.  i.  p.  28. 
tVide  Vol.1,  p.5. 

X  Vide  Prideaux,  Part  II.  Book  L  Vol.  III.  p.  21,  and 
Book  II.  p.  103. 
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lecting  the  celebrated  library  at  Alexandria, 
which  for  such  a  length  of  time  formed  the 
greatest  depository  of  learning  in  the  world, 
and  which  was   so  much  admired  and  imi- 
tated by  other  princes.   And  its  being  formed 
in  the  very  same  city  with  the  most  nume- 
rous colony  of  the  Jews  in  Egypt,  while  it 
must  have  attracted    thither    all   foreigners 
who  were  solicitous  to  acquire  learning,  must 
also  have  given  them  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
serving a    form    of  religion  so  singular  as 
that  which  the    Jews    maintained;  and  of 
enquiring  into  its  principles  and  prigin;  an 
enquiry  which  the  translation  of  the  Scriptures 
into  Greek  rendered   practicable:   while  the 
cessation    of  prophecy   amongst    the  Jews, 
soon  after  their  restoration   from   captivity, 
closed  the  canon  of  the  Jewish  Scriptures, 
and  prpved  that  the  knowledge  which  that 
translation    could    supply    w^s   perfect   and 
compleat 

The  same  providential  system  of  prepa- 
ration, for  the  introduction  of  a  pure  aiid 
universal  religion,  was  equally  conspicuous 
in  many  other  gradual  movements  in  the 
tvorld,  all  concurring  to  promote   the  same 

effect. 
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effect.  The  inquisitive  and  vain-glorious  turn 
of  the  Grecian  character  multiplied  philo- 
sophic sects,  which  by  their  perpetual  dis- 
putations directed  the  attention  of  mankind 
to  religious  and  moral  speculations ;  gradually 
undermined  the  influence,  by  exposing  the 
absurdity  of  Pagan  superstition  and  idolatry  j 
and  though  they  did  not  substitute  in  their 
room  any  perfect  system  of  natural  religion^ 
yet  many  of  its  great  truths  were  occasionally 
debated  upon  with  spirit  and  subtlety,  and 
thougli  not  clearly  proved  or  practically  in- 
culcated, they  yet  became  the  objects  of 
general  interest  and  curiosity:  so  that  the 
want*  of  further  information,  and  above  all 
of  such  divine  instruction  as  should  remove 
men's  doubts  and  terrors  oti  these  most  awful 
subjects,  was  felt  and  acknowledged  by  the 
most  sagacious  and  reflecting  minds ;  and 
therefore  such  instruction  would  be  more 
attentively  listened  to,  and  more  thankfully 
and  joyfully  received. 

Connected  with  the  same  system  and  tend- 
ing to   promote    the    same,  effect,    was   the 

great 

*  Vid«  Leland  oa  the  Necessity  of  Revelation^  Part  I. 
qh.  xxi. :  Clarke's  Evidences  of  natural  and  revealed  Reli- 
gion, in  Prop.  vii. 
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great  and  permanent  extension  of  the  Roman 
empire,  which  broke  down  all  the  barriers 
of  separation  between  the  Eastern  and  Wes- 
tern worlds,  united  the  Euphrates  and  the 
Thames  under  the  same  masters,  and  blended 
all  the  civilized  states  of  Greece  and  Asia,  of 
Africa  and  Europe,  in  one  great  community ; 
in  every  part  of  which,  the  Grecian  language, 
now  the  language  of  the  sacred  records,  be- 
came as  it  wae  the  common  tongue  of  the 
learned  and  the  polite;  while  a  perpetual  in- 
tercourse between  the  various  parts  of  this 
mighty  empire,  the  establishment  of  a  firm 
and  regular  police  through  its  whole  extent, 
and  above  all,  that  universal  peace,  which  its 
undisputed  ascendency  secured  through  the 
entire  civilized  world,  when  the  Gospel  of 
peace  was  first  promulgated;  all  th^e  cir- 
cumstances secured  to  the  teachers  of  that 
Gospel,  ready  access  to  all  the  natbns  of 
the  world,  capable  of  profiting  by  the  sacred 
truths  they  taught,  and  gave  men  leisure 
to  consider  their  unspeakable  impostanoe, 
and  exam'me  the  evidence  to  which  thej 
appealed. 

PART 
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PART   III. 
LECTURE   VI. 

■  SECT.    I. 

€fiiJecUon  dtrhfd  fimn.  tfic  ^uppofted  inctmstiienry  of  the 
Jrti^/jA  and  Christian  schemes — J%€  Lfiw  and  tfu:  Gospei  con- 
siitent — Jcwi^i  scherttc  intended  frot/t  the  firs:  lo  introduce  the 
Ganpel—Ptoved  from  ike  promise  to  Graham —Clraim^ 
sianceit  attending  the.  rfp^iiioT^  of  this  pt^ofnisCf  shew  that 
Ahr^ihain  tx'a^  a  type  ofChri&t — J^cob^s  propfiecy  concrrning 
Shihh — Psalm  ih — ^xxii. — xlv*r, — lx?ii^  and  \tlxiL — 
halah,  H. — and  Klis. — These  prophecies  ckarf^  proteihe 
Mosaic  XfliE?  Ui:as  to  ijurodttcr  and  then  givepiaee  to  the 
Gospel — Whif  3Io<j!cs  did  not  expremfy  annimnce  the  inte^idtd 
aifrogathn  qfihe  Mosaic  Lati; — I£e  hwi  itUimated^  this  in  his 
promise  qf  a  prophet  to  arise  *'  like  unto  himself* — Oar  Lord 
alone  atmeers  AiJ  character — Chriu  a  priesi  afier  the  oi'det 
of  3Ielchisedeek-^Meamng  qf  this  declaration  erplained  in 
theJ^istle  to  the  Hebrews — Argument  in  this  Epistle^  clu  x. 
--—Jeremiah  prophecies  the  substitution  qf  the  Gospel  for  ttt€ 
ijtw — And  the  spiriiual  miture  qf  the  Go^L 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PART  III. 
LECT  VI. 

SECT.  I. 

MATTHEW,  V.   17. 

**  Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  destroy  the  Law  and  the 
Prophets ;  I  am  not  cox^e  to  destroy  but  to  fiilfil. 

A  HE  series  of  facts  adduced  in  the  last 
Lecture  might  be  sufficient  to  shew,  that 
the  Jewish  dispensation '  was  calculated  not 
only  to  preserve  true  religion  amongst  the 
Jews;  but  to  check  idolatry,  and  diffuse 
religious  knowledge  amongst  the  surround- 
ing nations,  as  far  as  appears  to  have  been 
practicable  in  the  state  of  mankind,  at  the 
various  periods  when  these  facts  took  place; 
and  above  all  that  it  was  fitted^ to  operate 
as  a  preparation  for  the  introduction  of  that 
spiritual  and  universal  religion,  promulgated 
by  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  But  in  opposition 
to  this  inference  we  find  it  alifdged,  that 
Ff2  the 
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the  Jewish  scheme  could  not  from  its  very 
nature  operate  as  a  preparation  for  the  Gospel, 
being  of  an  opposite  and,  as  is  asserted^ 
even  of  a  contradictory  character;  expressly 
declaring  itself  of  eternal  obligation,  while 
it  as  expressly  is  confined  to  a  single  nation, 
excluding  all  the  rest  of  mankind.  And  hence 
it  is  said,  these  systems  of  religion  cannot 
both  proceed  from  God. 

It  shall  be  the  object  of  this  Lecture 
to  refiite  this  objection,  by  shewing  that 
there  is  no  inconsistency  between  the  Mosaic 
and  Christian  dispensations;  but  that  the 
Jewish  Law  was  from  the  first  intended 
not  to  be  of  eternal  obligation,  but  declared 
to  be  subservient  to  and  introductory  of  the 
Gospel,  with  which  it  is  connected  by  a 
perpetual  unity  of  design,  and  an  accurate  . 
correspondence  of  parts,  all  centering  in  one 
grand  object,  the  establishment  of  the  Mes- 
siah's kingdom,  for  which  the  Jewish  scheme 
was  an  indispensible  and  effective  preparation. 

That    this     scheme  was    from    the   first 
intended,   not  for    the    exclusive  benefit  of 
the     chosen     people     but    as     instrumental 
to    the    iutroduction    of  a    universal    bles- 
sing 
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sing  to  mankind,  is  evident  from  the 
very  fii^st  promise  made  to  Abraham;  which 
to  the  personal  and  national  blessing,  with 
which  it  encouraged  and  rewarded  the  faith 
and  obedience  of  the  Patriarch,  added  Uiis 
remarkable  declaration,  as  the  crown  and 
completion  of  all:  *  "  And  in  thee  shaU 
'*  all  families  of  the  earth  be  blessed ;"  a 
declaration  again  repeated  to  the  same  Pa- 
triarch on .  two  solemn  occasions,  f  First,  on 
disclosing  to  him  the  intended  punishment 
of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and  receiving  with 
the  most  gracious  condescension,  his  humble 
but  earnest  intercession  in  favour  of  those 
few  righteous,  who  might  be  found  in  those 
receptacles  of  guilt:  and  again  still  more 
emphatically^  in  consequence  of  his  obeying 
the  voice  of  God,  and  J  "not  withholding 
**  his  son,  his  only, son." 

It  deserves  to  be  particularly  noticed,  that 
in  the  fonner  of  these  transactions,  the  Pa- 
triarch interceding  with  God  §•"  as  Judge 
"of  all  the  earth,"  was  an  evident  rcpre- 
sentation  oi  ih?X  great  intercessor  whose 
appearance    was   predicted   in   the  promised 

-    blessing. 


♦  Gen.  xii.  S.        f  ll>>^'  ^tviii,        %  IWd.  Kxii.  IS. 
^  Ibid,  xviii.  J25. 
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blessing;  and  that  in  the  latter*  he  Eeliekl, 
in  the  commanded  sacrifice,  and  the  provi- 
dential restoration  of  his  only  begotten  son, 
the  clear  representation  of  the  only  begottc^ 
Son  of  God;  prefiguring  at  once  the  volun- 
tary sacrifice  and  the  triumphant  resurrec- 
tion of  that  Christ  who  was  the  promised 
seed,  "  in  whom  all  the  nations  of  the  earth 
"  were  to  be  blessed."  So  that  in  both  cases, 
but  especially  tlie  last,  the  nature  of  the 
promised  blessing  was  not  obscurely  in- 
timated, by  the  immediate  circumstances 
attending  the  divine  declaration. 

As  the  Patriarch  thus  "  rejoiced  to  be- 
*^h6ld  the  day  of  Christ,"  it  ca»not  be 
doubted  but  he  communicated  to  his  family 
this  joyful  hope,  and  explained  the  great 
object  to  which  it  was  directed;  so  that 
when  the  same  promise  was  solemnly  re- 
newed, first  to  Isaac,  f  and  afterwards  to 
Jacob,:|;  its  meaning  and  object  were  distinctly 
undoRStood  by  these  Patriarchs;  and  th^U; 
wherpver  the  blessing  of  Abraham,  Isaac 
and  Jacob  is  referred  to,  or  tlie  covenant 
which  God  made  with  them  and  tiieir  pos- 
terity 

^  Vide  sujpra  Vol.  II.  p.  276  to  28 1 . 

t  €i«n.  xstL  4.  X  Ibid,  xxviii.  U. 
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ef  Israel ;  thk  essetttifel  part  of  it,  fll^  pro- 

iwise  of  the  M^wi^h,    and  tlise  hkasmg  by 

hirt  to  be  comftitfnicat^  to  aH  the  tiartlons 

of  the  eardi,  iftiist  h^ve  beeh  equally  ^nd 

perpetually  reco^i«d    as  tlie  gneat  object 

of  the  Jewish  scheme,  to  which  every  other 

part  of  it  was  instrumentid  aod  sttbordinate, 

$0  ri^  the  otigmal  foundation  and  ^imary 

charaseteristic  of  this  schenre,  far  from  being 

partml  and    txclnsive^    avowedfy    exteiided 

to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  centered 

in   that  Messiah,   who  is   the  grand  object 

of  afi   the    dkine   dispejjsations,   from   the 

creation  o{  the  world  to  its  dose. 

•    ITIms    origimil   and    perpetual    purpose  of 

Go^  to  extend    thp  effects  of  the  Jewish 

dispensation  to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth, 

k  also  most  clearly  recognized  in  tlie  cele- 

l^rated  pophecy  of  Jacob;  ♦  *'  The  sceptre 

'•shall 

*  ^Genesis,  xKx.  10.  I  am  disposed  to  adopt  Warburtoij's 
interpretation  of  this  prophe<;y,  m  preference  to  any  other; 
and  to  believe  that  it  denoted  the  continuance  of  the  theo- 
cratic sceptre  over  the  Jews,  virhich  remaitied  until  our 
Saviour  came,  who  instituted  in  its  place  his  kingdom  *'  not 
'"  pf  this  world."  Warburton,  Book  V.  sect.  iii.  subsect.  iii. 
VoL  IV.  p.  243  to  266.    The  interpretation  of  Patrick  from 

Wagenseil, 
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^^  shall  not  depart  from  Judah,  nor  a  law- 
"  giver  from  between  his  feet,  until  ShiJk>h 
"come;  and  unto  him  shall  the.  gathering 
"of  the  people  be."  Whatever  difference 
of  opinion  may  exist  as  to  the  event  described, 
and  the  period*marked  out  by  the  ^^  sceptre's 
departing  from  Judah,  and  the  Lawgiver 
"  from  between  his  feet ;"  there  appears  no 
reasonable  ground  for  doubting,  that  the 
word  Shiloh  designates  the  Messiah,  and  that 
the  gathering  of  the  people  to  him,  presig- 
nifies  the  extension  of  the  church  to  all  nations 
>vithout  distinction. 

The  admission  of  the  Gentiles  into  the 
church  of  Gpd,  is  indeed  an  event  which 
the  inspired  Psalmist  predicts  in  a  variety 
i>f  passages  with  the  greatest  clearness;  and 
which  all  the  Prophets  dwell  on  with  such 
distinctness,  copiousness  and  animation,  as 
prove  beyond  controversy,  that  this  great 
consummation  was  uninterruptedly  the  lead- 
ing ol^ct  of  the  divine  purposes  and  com- 
munications,   to    M^hich    the    whole    Jewish 

scheme 

Wagenseil,  seems  the  next  in  clearness  and  probability. 
Consult  also  Newton's  fourth  Dissertation,  Poli  Synopsin, 
Dodd,  and  the  Bibliotheca  Biblica,  in  locum. 
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scheifie  was  merely  preparatory  and  subor- 
dinate. It  is  expedient  to  cite  a  few  pas- 
sages to  illustrate  this  assertion;  a  few  how- 
ever will  be  sufficient,  for  its  truth  is  so 
certain,  it  scJarcely  requires  confirmation,  kmX 
the  passages  establishing  it  are  so  numerous, 
to  transcribe  them  all  would  be  at  once  tedious 
and  unnecessary. 

In  the  second  Psalm,  which  is  clearly 
and  exclusively  prophetic  of  the  Messiah, 
the  Psalmist  asks,  **  Why  do  the  heathen 
^*  rage,  and  the  people  imagine  a  vain  thing? 
"  The  kings  of  the  earth  set  themselves,  and 
'*  the  rulers  take  coujisel-  together  against 
*^the  Lord  and  against  his  *  anointed;  say- 
ing, 

*  All  the  versions  agree  in  translating  this  passage  in  a 
manner  applicable  to  the  Messiah.  The  Chaldee  Targum 
uses  the  very  word,  Messiah,  and  the  Seventy  the  wotd 
Christ  or  Anointed.  Vide  Biblia  Poly glotta  Walton i ;  indeed 
the  seventh,  eighth  and  twelfth  verses  are  entirely  incapaUe 
of  being  fully  accomplished  or  clearly  understood,  except  as 
applied  to  the  Messiah.  The  only  variety  of  any  moment 
is  in  Ike  eleventh  verse,  where  instead  of  '^  k^ss  the  Son,** 
(i.  e.  as  we  explain  it,  adore  him,)  all  the  versions  except 
the  Syrlac  read, "  receive  instruction  lest  the  Lord  be  angry,** 
kc.  This  makes  the  sense  moi-e  clear  and  coherent,  and  is 
justified  by  a  very  slight  change  in  the  original.  Yet  Hour 
bigant,  whose  authority  is  considerable,  retains  the  present 
reading  of  our  Hebrew  text,  and  translates  it,  "  adore  the 


"  Son.'* 
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declare  that  the  final  event  would  be,  his 
extending  universally  the  dominion  of  true 
religion.  ^*  All  the  ends  of  the  world  shall 
*'  remember  and  turn  unto  the  Lord,  and 
**  all  the  kindreds  of  the  nations  shall  wor- 
**  ship  before  thee;  for  the  kingdom  is  the 
*^  Lords,  and  he  is  the  governor  among  the 
"  nations.'' 

With  equal  sublimity  does  the  forty-seventh 
Psalm  call  on  all  nations ;  "  O  clap  your 
"  hands,  all  ye  nations;  shout  unto  God  with 
^'  the  voice  of  triumph,  for  God  is  the  king 
"of  all  the  earth;  sing' ye  praises  ivith  un- 
"  derstanding.  God  reigneth  over  the  heathen, 
*'  God  sitteth  upon  the  throne  of  his  holi- 
"  ness;  the  princes  of  the  people  are  gathered 
"  together  unto  the  people  of  the  God  of 
"Abraham;  for  the  shields  of  the  earth 
"  belong  unto  God,   he  is  greatly  exalted." 

The  sixty-seventh  and  the  seventy-second 
Psalms  are  not  less  express  in  predicting, 
that  a  period  should  arrive,  when  the  do- 
minion of  the  God  of  Israel  should  be  ac- 
knowledged by  all  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
The  seventy-second  especially  declares,  that 
^,  Son  should  inherit  the  kingdon^  of  David, 

"  who 
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^^  who  should  judge  the  people  with  righteous- 
*^  ness,  and  the  poor  with  judgment;"  and  the 
extent  and  effects  of  his  dominion  are  de'- 
seribed  in  terms  applicable  only  to  the  Mes- 
siah's reign.  **  In  his  days  shall  the  righ- 
*^  teous  flourish,  and  abundance  of  peace  so 
7*  long  as  the  moon  endureth.  He  shall 
"  have  dominion  also  from  sea  to  sea,  and 
*'  from  the  river  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth; 
'*  they  that  dwell  in  the  wilderness  shall 
"  bow  before  him,  and  his  enemies  shall 
^Mick  the  dust.  The  kings  of  Tarshish  and 
^'  of  the  isles  shall  bring  presents,  the  kings 
'*  of  Arabia  and  Seba  shall  offer  gifts;  yea, 
^^  all  kings  -shall  fall  down  before  him,  all 
**  nations  shall  serve  him."  The  nature  of 
this  homage  and  its  jnotives  are  declared 
to  be  spiritual  and  religious  :  "  For  he  shall 
**  deliver  the  needy  when  he  crieth,  the  poor 
"  also  and  him  that  hath  no  helper ;  he 
"  shall  spare  the  poor  and  needy,  and  shall 
"  save  the  soul  of  the  needy ;  he  shall  re- 
''  deem  their  soul  from  deceit  and  violence, 
c^'  precious  shall  their  blood  be  in  hi;s  sight, 
*'  His  name  shall  endure  for  ever,  his  name 

''  shill 
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in  the  history  of  the  church  of  Christ  not 
yet  arrived ;  to  the  final  result  of  a  system 
yet  in  progress:  which  whenever  it  shall 
be  accomplished,  will  display  in  full  lustre 
the  wisdom  and  the  mercy  of  the  divin6 
dispensations;  but  it  is  such  a  result  as 
the  continuance  of  the  Jewish  ritual,  and 
the  restrictions  of  the  Jewish  Law  could 
never  produce.  It  therefore  implies  an  im-^ 
provement  of  that  Law,  and  a  breaking 
down  of  that  wall  of  partition  between  Jews 
and  Gentiles,  founded  on  the  Mosaic  ritual, 
which  the  Messiah,  appearing  as  a  new 
Lawghrer,  could  alone  have  authority  to 
remove. 

In  various  subsequent  chapters,  the  Pro- 
phet with  still  greater  clearness  predicts  the 
extension  of  the  Messiah's  kingdom  over  the 
hrathen  world.  I  select  only  one  passage, 
as  remarkable  from  its  connecting  this  pre- 
diction with  the  declaration  of  the  Messiah'3 
luimiliation;  and  therefore  proving  the  king- 
dom described  by  the  Prophet,  was  spuitual,' 
not  temporal.  *  "  And  now,  saith  th^ 
*'  Lord,  that  formed  me  from  the  woAb  to 

^'be 

*  Isaiah^  xlix.  5. 
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^^  be  his  servant,  to  bring  Jacob  again  to 
**him;  though  Israel  be  not  gathered,  yet 
"  shall  I  he  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  the 
^•'  Lord,  and  my  God  shall  be  my  strength. 
"  And  he  said,  it  is  a  light  thing  that  thou 
^'  shouldest  be  my  servant,  to  raise  up  the 
'^  tribes  of  Judah,  and  to  restore  the  pre- 
*^  served  of  Israel;  I  will  also  give  thee 
^^as  a  light  to  the  Gentiles,  that  thou 
'^  mayest  be  my  salvation  to  the^  ends  of 
*^  the  earth.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  the 
"  Redeemer  of  Israel,  and  his  Holy  One : 
*'  to  him  whom  man  despiseth,  to  him 
*^  whom  the  nation  abhorreth,  to  a  servant 
*' of  rulers;  kings  shall  see  and  arise,  princes 
**  also  shall  worship  the  name^f  the  Lord 
"  that  is  faithful,  and  the  Holy  One  of 
'*  Israel^  and  he  shall  choose  thee." 

Thus  expressly  do  the  Prophets  foretel 
the  universal  extent  and  the  spiritual  nature 
of  the  Messiah's  reign.  Now,  had  no  dis- 
tinct and  direct  intimation  been  given,  that 
a  change  must  take  place  in  the  character 
of  the  religion  established  by  d^vine  inter- 
position, in  order  to  fit  it  for  this  greater' 
extension,   and  more  spiritual  efficacy ;    yet 

vox..  IT.  G  g  the 
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the  nature  of  the  case  would  compel  us  to 
infer  the  necessity  of  such  a  change. 

A  religion  which  was  to  be  received  in 
every  nation  and  region  of  the  globe,  could 
not,  like  the  Jewish  Law,  require  that  all 
the  adult  males  of  every  nation  professing 
it,  should  visit  the  temple  at  Jerusalem  three 
times  each  year,  to  celebrate  the  three  great 
festivals:  this  would  be  physically  impos- 
sible. R  could  not  enjoin  the  observance 
of  those  various  rites  ceremonies  and  in- 
stitutions, which  were  either  commemora- 
tive of  events,  in  which  the  Jewish  nattion 
alone  were  interested ;  or  which  were  calcu- 
lated to  separate  them  from  all  other  nations, 
by  a  marked  opposition  of  laws  and  man- 
ners: this  would  be  totally  unnatural  and 
irrational,  when  it  was  predicted  that  the 
Jewish  dispensation  should  terminate  in  a 
religious  system,  calculated  to  attract^  not 
to  repel  the  rest  of  mankind,  and  destined 
to  embrace  all  the  nations  of  the  €arth. 

It  is  indeed  unreasonable  to  expect,  that 
the  Jewish  Lawgiver  at  the  very  moment 
he  was  delivering  his  Law,  should  be  directed 
by   God    to   weaken   the  reverence  of  the 

nation 
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nation  for  it,  by  declaring  that  its  duration 
would  be  short,  and  its  obligation  transi- 
tory; or  that  while  he  was  labouring  to 
impress  the  necessity  of  avoiding  all  simi- 
larity of  manners,  principles  and  religion, 
with  the  surrounding  nations,  he  should  at 
the  same  moment  distinctly  announce,  that 
it  was  for  the  sake  of  these  very  nations 
ultimately,  that  the  pecidiar  scheme  of  the 
Jewish  institutions  was  formed,  and  that 
this  scheme  would  terminate  in  the  abolition 
pf  sdl  the  distinctjons  now  established. 

We  know  *  the  Jews  were  at  that  time 
at  once  dull  and  carnally  minded,  very  averse 
to  the  restraints  their  Law  imposed,  and  above 
all  to  its  prohibitions  against  imitating  the 
manners  of  their  neighbours,  sharing  in  their 
festivities  and  idolatries,  and  uniting  with 
tlxem  by  intermarriages.  And  we  can  hardly 
conceive  it  possible  for  MoSes  to  have  ex- 
pressed to  them  such  sentiments  as  these, 
without  utterly  alienating  them  from  the 
jsystem  he  proposed  and  subverting  the 
influence  of  his  Laws,  by  the  very  man- 
i)er  of  promulgating   them:   and  this  with- 

Gg2  out 

*  Vide  supra.  Vol.  I.  from  p.  273  to  201,  and  Vol.  11.  p. 
2^2  to  225. 
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out  the  Ifeast  conceivable  necessity  for  acting 
so  hazardous  a  part,  or  the  prospect  of  any 
advantage  to  be  derived  from  it. 

The  divine  wisdom  is  indeed  most  con- 
spicuous in  the  conduct  of  this  as  of  every 
other  part  of  the  Jewish  scheme.  In  the 
infancy  of  the  Jewish  people,  while  they 
were  immature  in  intellect,  and  wedded  to 
external  objects,  a  Law  adapted  to  that 
state,  and  calculated  at  the  same  time  to 
prepare  for  a  more  universal  and  perfect 
religioUj  was  employed  to  controul  them  by 
its  restraints,  while  it  attracted  and  engaged 
them  by  its  ceremonies  and  its  festivals. 
During  this  stage  of  their  progress  it  was 
unnecessary,  and  would  probably  have  been 
injurious,  to  have  announced  distinctly  the 
future  abrogation  of  the  ceremonial  Law, 
and  the  admission  of  the  Gentiles  into  the 
church  of  God.  But  as  soon  as  the  ad- 
herence of  the  people  to  that  Law  was  suf- 
ficiently secured  by  its  long  establishment, 
and  by  the  erection  of  the  temple;  the  Pro- 
phets were  empowered  to  predict  this  con- 
(  stantly  intended  change  in  the  divine  dis- 
pensations with  perpetually  increasing  clear- 
ness, as  that  change  approached. 

It 
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It  ought   however   to  be  observed,    that 
the   Jewish    Lawgiver,   to   prevent   all   sus- 
picion of  inconsistency   in   the   divine   con- 
duct, not  only  recorded  the  promise*  to  Abra- 
ham and  the  prophecy  f  of  Jacob,  but  was 
himself  empowered   to   intimate  the  purpose 
of  God,  to  send  at  some  future  period,  ano- 
ther Lawgiver,   authorized  to    promulgate  a 
new  Law. 
This  seems  plainly  the  purport  of  his  cele- 
brated prophecy,   delivered  towards  the  close 
of  his    own    ministry.     J  **   The    Lord    thy 
**  God  will    raise    up  unto  thee  a  Prophet 
'*  from  Ihe  midst  of  thy  brethern,  like  unto 
"me:    unto    him    ye    shall    hearken.     Ac- 
"  cording  to  all  that  thou  desiredst  of  the 
>'  Lord  thy  God,  in  the  day  of  the  assembly, 
*' saying;  let  me  not  hear  again  the  voice 
"  of  the  Lord  my   God,  neither  let  me  see 
*'  this  great  fire  any  more,  that  I  die  not. 
"And    the  Lord    said    unto  me,    they  have 
"  well  spoken  that  they  have  spoken,  I  will 
"  raise  them  up  a  Prophet  from  among  their 
"  brethren  like  unto  thee;  and  I  will  put  my    . 
"words  in  his  mouth,   and  he  sliall  speak 

"  unto 

*  Vide  supra,  p.  437.  t  Vide  giipra,  p.  43Q. 

X  Deut.  xviii.  15. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


454  RiYiEW  0* 

^*  unto  them  all  that  I  shall  command  hiih; 
*^  and  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  whosoever 
**  will  not  hearken  unto  my  words,  which 
**  he  shall  speak  in  my  name,  I  will  require 
"it  of  him." 

It  has  been  justly  observed,  *  that  this 
Prophet,  to  be  like  unto  Moses  ln\ist  be  a 
LAwaiVER ;  for  this  appears  the  essential 
distinction  between  him  and  all  inferior  pro- 
phets. We  cannot  suppose"  the  divine  mes- 
senger thus  pre-eminently  marked  out,  was 
to  do  nothing  more  than  cause  the  ancient 
statutes  of  his  predecessor  to  remain  as  ori- 
ginally established;  since  that  essential  cha- 
racter of  similarity  would  thus  be  Wanting, 
and  no  sufficient  reason  would  appear  for 
his  mission  being  peculiarltf  predicted.  And 

since 
*  Vide  Newton's  sixth  BisseitSition,  where  it  seems  lo  me 
clearly  proved,  that  this  prophecy  cannot  be  applied  either 
to  Joshua  or  any  other  successor  of  Moses,  as  judge  or  king : 
nor  yet  to  any  single  prophet  or  succession  of  prophets;  par7 
ticularly  from  the  three  concluding  verses  of  Deuteronomy, 
probably  added  by  Ezra,  and  the  history  in  Numbers,  xii. 
from  1  to  8.  Vide  also  Mr.  Faber's  Hoi-ae  Mosaicae,  Vol. 
H.  Book  II.  sect  iii.  ch.  iii.  This  learned  writer  has  very 
fully  treated  of  the  subject  of  this  entire  Lecture  in  his  second 
Book,  to  which  I  would  refef  my  reader;  as  I  conceive  it 
imnecessary  for  me  to  dwell  more  fully  than  I  have  done, 
on  a  subject  which  has  been  so  lately  and  amply  discussed 
by  this  learned  Divine* 
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since  the  promulgatiou  of  a  new  Law  im- 
plies a  change  of  the  pre-existing  system, 
the  certainty  of  such  a  change  being  intended, 
may  be  fairly  inferred  from  this  prophecy. 

We  cannot  but  observe  how  accurately 
the  rneek  and  humble  tenor  of  our  Saviour's 
life,  and  the  merciful  nature  of  all  his- stu- 
pendous miracles,  accords  with  the  motive 
assigned  by  the  Jews,  for  imploring  that 
they  might  not  again  receive  the  will  of 
God  in  the  same  manner  as  they  had  done 
at  Mount  Sinai ;  even  the  overwhelming 
terror  with  which  they  were  then  filled, 
*  "  Let  me  not  hear  again  the  voice  of  the 
**  Lord  my  God,  neither  let  me  see  this 
^^  great  fire  any  more  that  I  die  not."  God 
indulgent  to  this  weakness  of  human  nature, 
approves  of  and  grants  this  entreaty ;  and 
33  the  mode  of  impressing  the  Jewish  Law 
was  suited  to  its  nature  as  a  system  of 
coercion ;  so  the  Gospel  scheme,  which  pro- 
claimed not  only  f  "glory  to  God  in  the 
"  highest,"  but  "  on  earth  peace  and  good 
"  will  to  man,"  Avas  ushered  in  with  the 
most   attractive   manifestations   of  mildness 

and 

*  Deut  xviii.  16.  f  Luke  ii.  14. 
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and  mercy,  benignity  and  love.  As  Moses 
deserved  the  epitbet  of  the  "  meekest  of 
'*  men,**  so  the  Son  of  God  displayed  meek- 
ness and  forbearance  as  much  greater,  as  the 
dignity  from  which  he  stooped  was  unspeak- 
ably exalted,  his  voluntary  humiliation  pro- 
found, and  his  sufferings  unparallelled.  How 
wonderful  the  coincidence  of  the  prophetic 
description  and  the  real  history  !  *  ^^  Behold 
(the  evangelic  Prophet  thus  anticipates  the 
facts,)  '^  my  servant  whom  I  uphold,  mine 
'*  elect  in  whom  my  soul  delighteth;  I  have 
'*  put  my  spirit  upon  him,  he  shall  bring 
*' forth  judgment  to  the  Gentiles;  he  shall 
**  not  cry  nor  lift  up,  nor  cause  his  voice 
^*  to  be  heard  in  the  street;  a  bruised  reed 
^*  shall  he  not  break,  and  the  smoaking  flax 
*'  shall  he  not  quench.  He  shall  bring  forthf 
•-'judgment  unto  truth;  he  shall  not  feil 
*'  nor  be  discouraged,  till  he  have  set  judg- 
"  mcnt  ill  the  earth,  and  the  Isles  shall 
**wait  for  his  Law/'-    And  again,  J  *^  He 


i( 


was 


*  Isaiah,  xlii.  1? 

f  Lowth  for  the  wprds  '*  he  shall  bring  forth  judgraenk 
'f  unjto  ti*uth/'  reads  "  he  shall  publish  judgment  so  as  to 
"  establish  it  perfectly ;"  which  gives  a  mnth  more  clear 
sense. 

t  Isaiah^  Itii.  7. 
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"  was  oppressed  and  afflicted,  yet  he  opened 
"  not  his  mouth;  he  is  brought  as  a  lainb 
"  to  the  slaughter,  and  as  a  sheep  before 
*'  her  shearers  is  dumb,  so   he   opened   not 

his  mouth."  Yet  BOtwithst|inding  this 
humiliation,  he  displayed  a  dignity  as  a 
divine  Lawgiver,  which  no  other  pmphet 
presumed  to  claim.  /*  He  spake  as  one 
"  having  authority,"  as  exercising  a  right  not 
only  to  explain  and  enforce  the  Mosaic  Laws, 
but  to  repeal,  to  alter  and  to  improve  them ; 
as  in  the  histance  of  the  liberty  with  respect 
to  divorce,  which  our  Lord  states  Moses 
to  have  yielded  to  the  Jews  *  '^  for  the 
'*  hardness  of  their,  hearts;"  but  which  he 
disallows,  as  inconsistent  with  the  original 
strictness  of  the  marriage  tie,  and  the  perfect 
purity  of  the  Gospel  sfheme. 

And  to  compleat  the  accurate  accomplish- 
ment of  the  Mosaic  prediction,  how  awfully 
is  that  clause  fulfilled,  which  declares  in  the 
name  of  Jehovah,  f  "  Whosoever  will  not 
'*  hearken  ujito  my  words,  which  he  shall 
^' speak    in  my  name,   I   \vill    require  it  of 

''  him,'' 
*  Jilatth.  xix.  3, 9.  f  Deut,  xvin.  19, 
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'^  him.*'  The  Jewish  nation  did  not  hearken 
to  the  promised  Pro|)het,  and  of  the  whole 
nation  how  awfully  lias  it  heen  required  ? 
eighteen  hundred  years  dispersion  and  de- 
gradation has  not  yet  closed  the  effect  of 
that  dreadful  imprecation,  *  "his  Mood  be 
"on  us  and  on  our  children.*' 

Thus  is  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  though  in  his 
DIVINE  NATURE  infinitely  superior^  yet  as  a 
•  Prophet  accurately  like  unto  Moses ;  f  in  his 
office  as  legislator :  in  his  flili  participation , 
of  the  divme   councils   and  the  *divine  in- 
fluence, for  "  God   gave  not  the  spirit  by 
"  measure    unto    him ;"    iif  the   magnitude 
and  variety  of  his  miracles :    in  the  impor- 
tance and  permanence  of  that  religious  system 
which  he   introduced:    in  tlie  m^eekness  of 
his   character,    and  .the    signal  punishments 
with  which  God  has  vindicated  the  autho- 
rity and  punished  the  neglect  of  his  Laws. 

Subsequent 

*  Matth.  xxyii.  25. 

f  For  a  variety  of  more  minute  points  of  resemblance 
jconsult  Bishop  Newton's  sixth  Dissertation  2  Eusebius,  De- 
jnostratio  Evangelica^  Lib.  I.  cap.  iii.  and  Lib.  ix.  cap.  xi. 
and  Collatio  I^iilippi  a  Limborch  cum  erudito  Judaeo^  p.  4^ 
31>  28dj  and  seq. :  and  Faber's  Horse  Mosaicse,  Vol.  IL  p. 
)l45and26e. 
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Subsequent   intimations    of   the   intended 
substitution  of  d  more  spiritual  teligioii,  aiid 
a  more    refined   and  perfect  Law  in    place 
of  the  Mosaic,  are  frequent  and  clear.    The 
fact  recorded  by  the  Jewish  Lawgiver,  of  the 
great  patriarch    Abraham  having  paid   reli- 
gious reverence  to  Melchizedeck,  "  the  priest 
**  *  of  the  most  high    God;"  receiving  his 
blessing  and  paying  him  tithes,    is   alluded 
to  by    the   inspired    Psalmist,    at    the  very 
period  when  the  Levitical  priesthood  and  the 
ceremonial  Law  were  most  fully  established ; 
when  he  describes  ths^t  pix>mised  ruler,  whon^ 
he  terms  "  his  Lord,"  declaring,  "  the  Lord 
f^  said  unto  my  Lord,  sit  thou  on  my  right 
*'  hand,  until  I  rtake  thine  enemies  thy  foot- 
^*  stool;"  to  whom  he  ascribes  as  a  distinguish* 
ing  feature  of  his   character,   his  possessing 
a  priesthood  similar  to  that  of  Melchizedek, 
"The  Lord    hath   swor^    and  will   not  re- 
"  pent,   tliou  art  a  priest  for  ever  after  the 
"  Older  of  Mdchizedek."     This  declaratiG^ 
the  Apostle  to  the   Hebrews^  argues  on  at 

large, 
*  Vide  Gehesis,  xiv.  18,  and  compare  Psdm  ex.  4,  and 
Hebrews,  vi.  20,  Vf'iih  the  entire  seventh  chaflfter. 
t  The  general  scope  of  the  Apostle's  argument  is,  that 

Abraham 
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large,  and  irrcfiitaWy  proves,  that  it  implies 
the  abrogation   of  the   Levitical  Law,   and 

the 

Ai>raham  acknowledged  the  superiority  of  Melcbizedek; 
thtt  his  order  of  priesthood  was  therefore  prior  and  superior 
to  the  Aaronical  order,  and  that  Christ  being  of  that  order,  as 
the  Psahnist  prophecies,  his  priesthood  is  superior  to  and 
supersedes  the  Aaronical,  which  must  therefore  be  changed 
and  with  it  the  Levitical  Law.     In  the  second  verse  the 
Apostle  declares,  Melchizedeck  was  by  interpretation  king 
•f  nghteousness,  and  after  that  also  king  of  Salem,  that  is, 
*'  king  of  p^ace."     In  these  great  and  peculiar  characters 
the  priesthood  of  Christ  was  pre-eminently  distinguithed. 
The  Apostle  then  in  the  third  verse,  describes  the  priesthood 
of  Melchizedick  by  additional  characters,  which  belong  not 
to  him  as  a  human  individual,  but  to  the  priesthood  he  pos- 
sessed. *'  In  this  sease  he  was  without  (i.  e.  indepe^udent  of) 
"  father,  without  mother,  without  descent ;  (i.  e.  independent 
*'  of  his  descent)  having  neither  beginning  of  days  nor  end 
"  of  life,  (as  to  his  priesthood)  "  but  being  made  like  unto 
''the  Son   of  God^  abideth  a  priest  continually/'     Vide 
Hacknight's  very  clear  illustration  of  this  passage,  in  his 
view  and  illustration  prefixed  to  this  chapter.     Like  Mel- 
chezideck ':  *  Christ  is  a  king  as  well  as  a  priest,  being  the 
Son  of  God  and  Lord  of  all.   '  He  is  also  king  of  righteous- 
ness, to  promote  which  is  the  object  of  his  moral  government. 
He  is  also  king  of  peace,  i-econciiing  sinners  to  God  and 
to  one  another.    Like  Melchizedeck  Christ  is  not  descended 
fi-om  patents  who  were  priests,  but  derives  his  priesthood 
from  the  special  designation  of  God,  independent  of  all  limi- 
tations of  descent,  and  his  priesthood  is  of  a  nature  so  excel- 
lent as  to  have  no  companion  nor  successor  in  it,  but  he 
liveth  for  ever  to  execute  it  himself.     Like  Melchizedeck^ 
Christ'li  priesthood  did    Hot  as  that  of  the  Levites^  begin 
at^  thirty    and    end    at  fifty    years;    but    he    exercised  ^ 

it 
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the  substitution  of  a  more  perfect  religion. 
'^  If'^  says  he,  perfection  were  by  the  Levi- 
**  tical  priesthood,  (for  under  it  the  people 
"  received  the  Law)  what  further  need  was 
"  there  that  another  priest  should  rise  after 
"  the  order  of  Melehizedeck,  and  not  be 
**  called  after  the  order  of  Aaron ;  for  the 
**  priesthood  being  changed,  there  is  made 
**  of  necessity  a  change  also  of  the  Law." 
For  the  full  illustration  of  this  argument,  I 
refer  to  the  learned  commentators  who  have 
explained  the  passages  in  which  it  is  con- 
tained ,  the  conclusion  thus  stated  by  the 
Apostle,  is  evidently  contained  in  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  is  that  which  I  wish  to  impress, 
as  it  proves  the  consistency  and  illustrates 
the.  connection  of  the  Mosaic  and  the  Chris- 
tian codes. 

With  equal  clearness  the  same  great  Apostle 
argues  from  the  very  nature  of  the  Levi- 
tical  Law,  that  it  was  intended  as  the  type 
and  introduction  of  the  Christian  scheme; 
i^nd  here  again  adduces  the  prophetic  de- 
claration 

tt  'from  tUe  first,  and  retains  it  through  his  'whole  exis- 
tence :  and  finally  like  Melchizedeck,  he  acts  as  priest^  not 
for  one  particular  natipn,  but  for  all  the  true  worshippei^ 
of  God. 
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claration  of  the  inspired  Psalmist.  *  '^  The^ 
^'  Law  having  a  shadow  t  ^f  good  things  to 
*'  come,    and    not    the   very   image   of  the 
*'  things,    can    never   with    those   sacrifices 
^*  which  they   offered  year    by   year  conti- 

"  niially. 

*  Hebrews,  x.  1 . 

t  *'  The  Law  having  a  shadow  of  good  things  to  come, 
"  and  not  the  very  image  of  the  things/'  On  these  words 
it  is  i^marked,  "  The  word  tlx<»»  rendered  "  imjftge/'  seems 
from  the  tenor  of  the  Apostle's  argument,  to  be  used  for  the 
essential  or  substantial  form  of  a  thing,  i.  e.  for  the  very 
thing  itself,  as  opposed  to  its  aia»  "  shadow  or  delineation  ;" 
so  it  is  paralleled  to  o^/ua  '^  the  body  or  substance/'  which 
the  Apostle  elsewhere  opposes  in  like  manner  to  its  ox»»  or 
"  shadow/'  Col.  ii.  17.  Accordingly  the  Syriac  version 
explain^  nxoi»' by  the  sfih^tance,"  and  Cbrysostom  by  the 
"  truth  or  reality"  as  opposed  to  "  types  or  emblems.  Cicero 
has  used  almost  the  same  expression  in  the  same  sense  i 
**  Nos  veri  juris  germanae  jUstitiae  solidam  et  expressam 
"  effigiem  nullana  tenemus,  umbra  et  imaginibus  utimur.'* 
De  Officiis,  Lib.  Ill,  ch.  xvii.  The  Apostle  means  to  illus- 
trate the*  imperfection  of  the  Law,  that  it  could  not  bring 
men  to  perfection,  that  the  good  things  it  promised  were 
but  a  shadow  of  the  great  realities  secured  by  Christ,  the 
veriest  sketch  or  outline,  in  comparison  of  the  perfect  and 
exact  picture.  Vide  Dodd,  Macknigbt,  Heylin  and  Wolfius 
on  Heb.  x.  1.  and  Suicer's  Thesaurus,  and  Parkhurst  on  the 
jword  Eix(^¥.  It  is  necessary  to  remark,  that  in  the  words 
"  a  body  hast  thou  prepared  me,"  the  Apostle  follows  the 
geptuagint,  and  not  the  Hebrew  text  as  it  now  stands.  But 
for  the  probability  of  a  corruption  in  the  Hebrew  text,  con- 
sult Dr.  Thomas  Randolph's  comparison  of  the  citations  in 
the  New  Testament,  with  the  Hebrew  and  the  Septuagint, 
Xo.  159,  p.  22  and  44-,  and  the  authors  by  hinv  referred  to. 
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*  nually,  make  the  comers  thereunto  perfect; 

*  for  then  would  they  not  have  ceased  to 
'  be   offered,    because    that  the  worshippers 

*  once  purged,    should   have   had   no  more 

*  conscience  of  sins.  But  in  those  sacri- 
^  fices  there  is  a  remembrance  again  made 
^  of  sins  every  year;  for  it  is  not  possible 

*  that  the  blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats  should 
'  take  away  sins.     Wherefore  when  he  (the 

promised  Redeemer  predicted  by  the  Psalmist 
n    the  fortieth  Psalm)    cometh   into    the 

*  world  he  saith,  "  Sacrifice  and  offering  thou 

*  wouldest  not,  but  a  body  thou  hast  pre- 

*  pared  me ;    in    burnt   offerings    and    sa- 

*  crifices  for  sins,  thou  hast  had  no  pleasure. 
^Then  said  I,  lo  I  come,  (in  the  volume 
^  of  the  book  it  is  written  of  me)  to  do 
'  thy  will,  O  God."    Above  when  he  said, 

*  sacrifice  and  offering,  and  burnt  offerings, 
'  and  offering  for  sin  thou  wouldest  not, 
'  neither  hadst  thou  pleasure  therein  (which 

*  are  offered  by  the  Law).  "  Then  said  he, 

*  lo  I  come  to  do  thy  will,  O  God ;  he 
'  taketh  away  the  first  that  he  may  esta- 
^  Wish  the  second ;    by   the  which  will  we 
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"  are  sanctified,  through  the  offering  of  the 
**  body  of  Jesus  Christ  once  for  all." 

Here    again  I    refer   my    resders    to   the 
writings  of  the  great  Apostle  of  the  Gen* 
tiles,  for  a   full  exposition  of  the  accurate 
harmony  and  inseparable  connection  between 
the  two  dispensations.     It  is  not  consistent 
with    the  plan    of   this   work    (already  ex- 
tended   beyond    my    original  intention),    to 
'  discuss  the  subject   at  large.     I  only  wish 
very  briefly  to  prove, '  thaf  the  Prophets  who 
Kved   under   the    Mosaic    Law,  foresaw  its 
abrogation,    and'  acknowledged  it  was  in- 
tended to  introduce  the  Gospel  scheme,  to 
which  as  more  perfect  and  universal,  it  was 
flcstined   to  give  place ;   while  on  the  other 
hand,   the  inspired  preachers  of  the  Gospel 
refer  to  the  Mosaic  institutions,  as  intended 
to  prefigure  and  prepare  for  the  Gospel  of 
Christ,-  who  came  **  not  to  destroy  but  to 
''  fulfil  the  Law  and  the  Prophets/* 

I  shall  close  the  series  of  proofs  on  this 
liead  by  the  clear  and  explicit  declaration 
of  the    Prophet   Jeremiah,  *  which  is  also 

appealed 

^  Compare  Jeremiah,  iiu  14to  19,  and  xxxi.  particularly 
from  31  to  35,  with  Hebrews,  x,  15. 
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stppealed    to    by  the  great   Apostle   of  the 
Gentiles. 

This  Prophet  foretels  the  propagation  of 
a  pure  and  spiritual  religion,  the  abolition 
of  legal  ordinances,  the  call  of  the  Gentiles, 
and  the  imal  restoration  of  Israel.  Calling 
upon  "  back- sliding  Israel''  to  return  from 
her  trahgressions  and  idolatries;  'Tlie 
Prophet  encourages  their  repentance  by  de^ 
daring,  *  "  I  will  give  you  pastors  ac- 
*^  cording  to  mine  heart,  which  shall  feed 
**you  with  knowledge  and  understanding: 
"  ^d  it  shall  come  to  pass  when  ye  be 
*'  multiplied  and  increased  in  the  land,  in 
^*  those  days  saith  the  Lord,  they  shall  say 
*^  no  more,  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the 
"  Lord,  neither  shall  it  come  to  mind,  neither 
**  shall  they  remember  it,  neither  shall  they 
*^  visit  it,  neither  shall  that  be  doiie  any 
"  more.  At  that  time  they  shall  call  Jeru- 
*^  salem  the  throne  of  the  Lord,  and  all 
"  the  nations  shall  be  gathered  uiito  it,  to 
"  the  name  of  the  Lord,  to  Jerusalem ;  neither 
*^  shall  they  walk  any  more  after  the  ima- 
"  gination  of  their  evil  heart.  '  In  those  days 

VOL.  II.  H  h  "the 

^  Jeremiah,  iii.  14  Wl 
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**  the  house  of  Judah  shall  walk  with  the 
"  house  of  Israel;  a&d  they  shall  come  to* 
^'  gether  out  of  the  land  of  the  north,  to 
**  the  land  that  I  have  given  for  an  inhe^ 
"  ritance  to  their  fathers."  And  still  more 
expressly  in  a  subsequent  chapter,  *  "  Be- 
"  hold  the  days  come,  saith  the  Lord,  that 
"  I  will  make  a  new  covenant  with  the 
"  house  of  Israel,  and  with  the  house  of 
** Judah;  not  according  to  the  covenant 
"  that  1  made  with  their  fathers,  in  the 
"  day  that  1  took  them  by  the  hand,  to 
**  bring  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  j 
"  (which  my  covenant  they  brake,  although 
**  I  was  an  husband  unto  them,  saith  the 
*^  Lord).  But  this  shall  be  the  covenant 
*'  that  I  will  make  with  the  house  of  Israel, 
*' after  those  days,  saith  the  Lord;  I  will 
**  put  my  Law  in  tlieir  inward  parts,  and 
**  write  it  in  their  hearts,  and  will  be  their 
"  God,  and  they  shall  be  my  people.  And 
*'  they  shall  teach  no  more  'every  man  his 
"  neighbour,  and  every  man  his  brother, 
'*  saying,  know  ye  the  Lord,  for  they 
'^  shall  all  know  me,  from  ^he  least  of  them 

♦  Jeremiah^  xxxl  31,  et  scq. 
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**  to  the  greatest  of  them,  saith  the  Lord, 
"  for  I  will  forgive  their  iniquity,  and  will 
"  remember  their  sin  no  more."  According 
to  this  prediction  the  ancient  Levitical  co- 
venant was  to  be  dissolved,  and  the  ordi- 
nances of  Moses  to  be  succeeded  by  a  Law 
not  in  any  degree  typical,  but  entirely  pro- 
motive of  real  virtue;  not  requiring  cere- 
monies to  preserve  it,  but  in  its  very  essence 
practical  and  influential,  regulating  the  tem- 
per and  written  in  the  heart 


H  h  2 
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LECTURE   vr, 

SECT,    li 

The  Law  und  thr  Prophets  iu>t  onl^  profcsiedfy  designed  to  tn- 
traduce  the  Gospel ,  but  did  in  fa^t  prepare  the  uayfor  it — 
Nec^si^qfthe  Law  rt5  a  preparatimt/or  the  Gospel j  shtnvn 
b^  con^ddering  the  probable  state  qfthe  worlds  if  Judaism  had 
im.'ti£j:i^ted — Extreme  d^Jicultif  of  introducing  tme  religion 
in  such  astute  qf  mankind — Such  unwtisal  degeneracy  pre^ 
rented  b^  the  Jewish  dispensation — Proved  htf  a  brirf'cicm  of 
the  facts  addueed  in  this  work^Adherence  of  the  Jews  to 
their  Law  prones  the  naliti/qf  a  providential  inierposititm — 
The  pn/phecies  delivered  ht/  3Ioks  on  this  subject  prove  the 
same — The  Law  was  typical  undfguratii'e  qf  the  Ga^^l — 
JnstajiceS'-^The  moral  churacterofthe  Lawpr^artdforthe 
Gospel— ~The  connection  qf  the  two  schemes  shewn  by  partt/UB 
instances^^The  Jews  employed  a^  the  immediate  instruments 
for  introducing  the  Goitpd — Bisection  qf  the  Gosjkil  /^  the 
mass  of  the  Jewish  tuitiim  does  not  dt^rove  the  connection 
qfike  Law  and  the  Ca^el — Coiyirms  the  proof  from  pro* 
phfcy — a  nd  from  mraclei^Conclmzon . 
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QALATIANS,  iii.  24. 
ff  The  Law  was  our  schoolmaster  to  bring  us  unto  Christ.  * 

AN  the  last  Section  I  endeavoured  to  prove 
the  consistency  and  the  connection  of  the 
Jewish  and  the  Christian  schemes,  by  ad- 
ducing passages  from  the  Law  and  the 
Prophets,  shewing  that  Judaism  was  from 
the  first  intended  to  introduce  that  Mef- 
siah  **  in  whom  all  the  nations,  of  the  earth 
^'  were  to  be  blessed ;"  that  the  Jewish  Law- 
giver himself  intimated  that  God  would  raise 
np  another  Prophet  like  unto  himself,,  and 
consequently  a  Lawgiver,  with  authority  to 
promulgate  a  nea>  Law;  and  that  the  Pro-. 
phet»    expressly    foretold  thart    the    Mosaic 

ritual 
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ritual  was  to  give  place  to  a  new  religion 
of  a  perfectly  spiritual  kind,  and  calculated 
to  embrace  all  tjie  nations  of  the  earth; 
declaring  all  this  with  increasing  clearness, 
as  the  sera  of  this  great  change  approached^ 
Wliile  on  the  other  hand,  our  Lord  and 
his  Apostles  expressly  refer  to  those  pre- 
dictions, as  plainly  pointing  out  the  approach, 
describing  the  character,  and  establishing 
the  divine  original  of  the  Gospel.  I  now 
proceed  to  evince,  that  as  the  Law  and 
the  prophets  were  thus  avowedly  designed 
to  predict  and  introduce  the  Gospel  of  Christ; 
so  they  did  in  fact  accomplish  this  design, 
their  pre-existence  being  indispensably  neces- 
sary to  prepare  for  the  reception  of  that 
Gospel,  and  in  a  variety  of  ways  illustrating 
its  importance  and  facilitating  its  promulg^ation. 
To  place  this  conclusion  in  a  clear  light, 
let  us  reflect  what  would  probably  have  been 
the  situation  of  mankind,  as  to  religion  and 
morality,  if  no  such  rmtion  or  system  as  the 
Jewish  had  exist ed^  before  the  appearance 
of  our  Lord      It  seems  certain  ♦  that  the 

whole 

♦  Vide  supra  Part.  11.  Lect.  I.  the  entire,  and  Lect.  II. 
Vol.  I.  from  p.  302  to  30a  :  also  Part  III.  Lect.  I.  sect,  k 
from  p.  41  to  54  of  this  Volume:  alsefrom  p.  114  to  118. 
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whole  world  would  have  been  sunk  in  the 
most  gross  idolatry,  and  an  almost  total  ig- 
norance of  the  principles  of  natural  religion. 
The  very  idea  of  the  supreme  Creator  and 
Ruler  of  the  universe  would  have  been  ob- 
literated from  the  minds  of  men;  or  at  most 
thought  of  only  by  a  few  speculative  phi- 
losophers, who  had  never  ventured  to  in- 
culcate the  necessity  of  confining  adoration 
to  the  one  true  God,  or  openly  to  condemn 
the  absurdities  and  profanations  of  idolatry^ 
Vhich  would  have  prevailed  over  the  world, 
uncensured,  we  may  almost  say  unsuspected 
of  error  or  depravity;  since  no  purer  system 
would  have  existed,  to  which  an  appeal 
xnight  haye  bqen  made,  as  clearly  true,  or 
supported  by  any  acknowledged  authority. 

Jn  such  ^  state  of  religious  bhndness,  all 
f^^pectations  of  a  future  retribution  would 
have  syppearcd  ridiculous  or  incredible,  from 
the  falsehoods  and  extravagancies  with  which 
that  opinipn  had  been  universally  encun(\- 
bered  and  disgraced.  The  evidence  from 
prophecy  could  not  have  existed;  and  any 
appeal  to  miracles  would  have  bfeen  disre- 
garded  or  discredited,    from    the  multitude 

of 
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of  lying  wonders  which  had  usurped  that 
name,  without  a  single  instance  of  any  plainly 
supernatural  interposition. 

Had  the  world  been  permitted  to  sink 
thus  universally  into  ignorance,  idolatry  and 
depravity ;  almost  deprived  of  all  ideas  of 
true  religion,  and  totally  estranged  from  every 
feeling  of  pure  morality;  without  any  fixed 
principles  to  recur  to  on  these  subjects,  nay 
almost  without  a  language  in  whidh  to 
speak  of  them :  it  seems  nearly  impossible 
to  conceive  any  means,  by  which  mankind 
could  have  been  instructed  or  reformed, 
without  utterly  subverting  the  whole  course 
of  nature,  and  forcibly  controuling  the  moral 
character  of  man.  Darkness  would  have 
overspread  the  earth  and  thick  darkness  the 
nations ;  and  amidst  this  universal  moral 
chaos,  no  spot  could  have  been  found,  oh 
which  the  foundation  of  the  church  of  God 
could  have  been  laid ;  no  nation  or  tribe 
or  family,  who  if  the  standard  of  true  re* 
ligion  were  reared,  could  be  expected  to  raHy 
round  it  and  support  the  sacred  cause. 

A  degetieracy   so   fatal    and    irremediable 
was   effectually    prevented  by  the  operation 

of 
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x)f  the  Jewish  scheme:  it  has  appeared  in 
the  progress  of  this  work,  that  when  thft 
>vorld .  was  rapidly  sinking  *  into  idolatry 
with  all  its  profanations  and  crimes,  the 
pure  principles  of  that  patriarchal  religion 
which  had  originally  enlightened  mankind, 
were  preserved  in  the  family  of  Abraham 
by  the  transmission  of  parental  instruction, 
until  that  family  became  a  nation  :  that  then 
this  nation,  which  would  otherwise  have 
been  hurried  away  by  the  resistless  torrent 
of  universal  corruption,  was  placed  under  the 
immediate  f  government  of  Jehovah,  as  their 
national  Lord  and  King ;  rescued  from  Egypt 
and  settled  in  Canaan,  by  a  series  of  mi- 
raculous interpositions,  which  exhibited  an 
irrefragable  proof  of  the  power,  the  provi* 
dence  and  the  majesty  of  the  true  Godj  as 
well  as  the  impotence  and  nullity  of  those 
base  idols,  who  usurped  his  honour  in  a 
deluded  world. 

To  preserve  this  nation  as  a  lasting  mo* 
nument  of  the  divine  supremacy,  and  a  per- 
manent asylum,  where  the  truths  of  religion 

and 

*  Vide  Vol.  I.  from  243  to  266. 
+  Supra,  Vol.  I.  p.  34.3  to  345. 
$  Supra,  Vol.  II.  p.  129. 
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aud  the  principles  of  morals  might  take  Pc^ 
fuge,  aiid  be  preserved  for  a  more  favour* 
^ble  period^  when  their  salutary  influenoc 
might  be  agaiti  extended  to  aU  mankind 
with  eifec^  by  the  promised  Messiah^  **  ia 
•*  whom  all  nations  were  to  be  blessed,"  TTic 
Mosaic  Law  was  given,  which  in  this  in-^ 
j&ncy  of  human  reason  and  human  virtue; 
was  to  act  as  the  *>  schoolrmaster  to  bring 
**  men  to  Christ ;"  a  task  which  it  effectedi 
l^  9  variety  of  means  which  can  here  ht 
<mly  briefly  hinted  at. 
Fijrst  it  maintained  tlie  radical  princtpleji 
of  true*  theology,  while  it  cloathedf  theia 
in  such  a  form,  and  promulgated  them  in 
Buch  circumstances,  as  without  detracting 
in  the  slightest  particular  from  their  purity 
and,  truth,  rendered  them  interesting  ancj 
attractive  to  a  nation,  which  could  scarcely 
))ave  been  induced  to  attend  to  any  merf 
abstract  doctrines  concerning  the  being  and 
attributes  of  the  Deity,  if  he  hs^d  not  autho- 
rised them  to  look  up  to  him  as  their  pe* 
culiar,  tiational  and  guardian  God. 

The 

*  Vide  supra.  Vol.  I,  p.  QS9. 

t  Vide  supra.  Vol.  I.  Part  IL  Lect  L 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OBJECTIONS*  4Tf 

ITie  same  Law  inculcated  the  principles 
of  pure  morality*  with  a  similar  attention 
to  the  feelings  and  the  character  of  the 
Jewish  nation;  enforcing  the  entire  system* 
by  temporal  sanctions,  f  which  alone  were 
capable  of  influencing  a  people,  short-sighted, 
incredulous,  attached  to  present  objects,  and 
haJt^tuated  from  the.  example  of  the  rest  of 
mankind,  to  consider  temporal  pit)sperity 
and  success  as  the  criterion  of  tlie  power 
smd  fidelity  of  that  God,  who  allowed  them 
to. consider  him  as  their  national  and  pe- 
culiar Lord  and  King. 

Such  a  system  could  be  carried  into  eflfect, 
oaaly  by  a  particular  Providence:]:  proportion- 
ing the  visible  prosperity  both  of  the  state 
and  of  individuals,  to  their  obedience  to  the 
divine  Law.  Tlie  continued  display  of  this 
wonderful  providential  interference,  supplied 
a  perpetually  increasing  proof  of  the  power, 
the  justice  and  the  mercy  of  Jehovah ;  and 
e3«:hibited    the    most    awful   and  instructive^ 

examples 

*  Vide  supra.  Vol.  I.  Part  11.  Lect.  II,  III,  and  IV. 
t  Vide  supra.  Vol.  11.  Part  III.  Lect.  III.  sect.  i.  p.  ^10. 
to  230,  and  sect.  ii.  p.  234  to  243. 
I  Vide  supra,  Part  UL  Lect  II.  the  entii-e. 
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examples  to  mankind,  *  of  the  general  cO"b- 
duct  of  God\s  moral  government. 

The  Mosaic  Law  not  only  promulgated 
a  system  of  true  religion  and  pure  morality, 
and  supported  that  system  by  the  most  pow- 
erful sanctions ;  but  it  guarded  it  from  the 
contagion  of  that  idolatry  arid  vice  which 
universally  prevailed,  by  a  corresponding 
system  of  peculiar  Laws  t  and  manners,  rites: 
and  ceremonies,  calculated  to  form  a  barrier 
between  the  chosen  people  and  the  idola-; 
trous  world :  while  by  the  multitude  of  its 
rites,  the  magnificence,  first  of  the  sanctu-. 
ary,  and  afterwards  of  the  temple,  the  so- 
lemnity and  attraction  of  its  festivals,  and 
finally  by  the  influence  of  the  Priests  and* 
Leviles,  who  were  set  apart  as  the  public  * 
instructors  of  the  nation  in  morals  and  re- 
ligion, it  suppliecl  the  niean&  of  counteract- 
ing  the  attractions  of  idolatry. 

Further,  the  Mosaic  institution  combinins: 
the  civil  government,  the  national   religion, ' 
the  tenure  X  of  private  property,  and  the  re- 
gulations 

*  Vkle  the  last  Lecture,  also  Part  IIL  Lcct.  III.  sect.  i. 
fi-om  p.  217  to  230. 

t  Vide  supra.  Part.  I.  Lect.  VI.  Part  II.  Lect.  II,  III,  IV. 

X  Vide  supra.  Part  h  Lcct.  IV.  and  Part  II.  Lect.  IL  III, 
and  IV. 
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gulations  cf  domestic  life  ia  one  connected 
Bcheme;  all  whose  parts  tended  to  one  ob^ 
ject,  the  permanence  of  the  entire  system.*  It 
effectually  secured  that  object,  notwitl^tand- 
the  crimes  and  errors  of  the  chosen  people, 
their  idolatries  and  apostacies  both  private 
and  public,  whiclT  no  system  of  moral  g-o- 
vernment  could  totally  prevent;  amidst  the 
powerful  temptations  from  without,  and  the 
wrong  propensities  from  within,  necessarily 
arising  from  .  the  general  state  of  the  world, 
and  the  peculiar  character  of  the  Jewish 
people,  during  the  entire  period  from  Moses 
to  Christ. 

In  truth,  the  adherence  of  the  Jewish 
nation  to  their  Law  from  its  delivery  to  this 
liour,  a  period  of  near  3300  years,  is  an 
event  so  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  man- 
kind, particularly  when  we  consider  the  ca- 
lamitous circumstances  of  the  Jews  for  the 
last  1750  years,  as  seems  sufficient,  even  if 
considered  singly,  to  prove  the  reality  of  a 
providential  interposition,  unprecedented  in 
the  history  of  any  other  nation.  But  when 
we  reOect  that  the  chastisements  which  should 

attend 
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attend  the  misconduct  of  the  Jews,  were 
distinctly  announced  by  their  Lawgiver,*  the 
preservation  of  their  nation  as  a  peculias^ 
people,  predicted  by  him,  nay  the  circum- 
-stances  of  their  present  dispersion  not  ob- 
scurely f  sketched  out ;  such  a  prophecy, 
decidedly  antecedent  by  ages  to  the  events 
which  it  predicts,  and  predicting  events  whicH 
as  nothing  but  an  immediate  and  peculiar 
interposition  of  Providence  could  briiig  about, 
so  nothing  but  a  divine  sagacity  could  fore- 
see; seems  to  supply  a*  decisive  proof  df 
the  divine  original  of  the  Jewish  scheme. 

But  we  are  still  to  view  this  scheme  ia 
another  light  clearly  illustrative  of  its  divine 
original,  as  introductory  to  tlie  Goispel.  Aiirf 
here  we  must  observe,  that  the  chifef  rite# 
and  festivals  of  the  Mosaic  ritual  were  not 
only  calculated  to  commemorate  :|;  tlit  lead- 
ing interpositions  of  God,  in  thfe  deliverance 
and  settlement  of  the  nation,  and  to  exclude^ 
the   infection    of  idolatry ;     but    that    they' 

had. 

*  Vide  Deut  xxviii.  29,  30. 

t  Vide  Newton's  scfenth  and  eighth  Dissertation  :  Lard* 
nei*'s  three  Sermons  on  the  present  State  of  the  Jews :  Dod-^ 
dridge's  Lectures,  Lect.  cxxviii*  Prop.  111.  sect.  ix.  and  Dr. 
Jackson's  Truth  of  Scripture,  Book  I.  chap,  xxii,  and  xxhu 

t  Vide  supra.  Vol.  L  from  p.  21^  to  237. 
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# 

had  a  prospective  signification,  and  were 
clearly  *  typical  and  figurative  of  the  Mes- 
siah's character  and  kingdom. 

This  typical  character  of  the  ritual  Law 
has  been  illustrated  by '  so  many  eminent 
writers,  and  above  all  has  been  so  clearly 
established  by  the  great  Apostle  of  the  Gen- 
tiles, in  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  that  I 
need  only  touch  on  it;  and  observe,  that 
the  whole  system  of  bloody  sacrifices,  which 
had  plainly  preceded  the  Mosaic  institutions^ 
and  leads,  us,  when  tracing  f  its  origin  to 
the  very  earliest  revelations  of  God  to  man ; 
as  it  served  to  awaken  in  the  minds  of  the 
offerers  a  strong  sense  of  the  danger  of  sin, 
and  the  punishment    it   merited  even  unto 

VOL,  II.  I  i  death; 

*  This  typical  significance  of  Jadaism  has  been  fully  and 
learnedly  expounded  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Mather,  a  clergy- 
man of  Dublin,  in  a  quarto  volume  published  in  1683,  en- 
titled the  figures  and  types  of  the  old  Testament,  &c.  Con- 
suit  particularly  the  Gospel  of  the  perpetual  Types,  p.  203  to 
218,  also  the  Gospel  of  the  Sacrifices  and  Offerings,  p.  232 
to  254,  and  the  Gospel  of  the  Jewish  Festivals,  from  520  to 
545  ;  see  also  the  learned  Mr.  Faber's  Horae  Mosaics,  Book 
II.  sect.  ii.  ^'^n  the  connection  between  Judaism  and  Chris- 
"tianity  by  means  of  types,*' Vol.  II.  p.  40  to  173;  also 
the  learned  Outram  de  Sacrificiis,  particularly  Lib.  I.  cap» 
xviii.  and  Lib.  II.  cap.  vii.:  also  Hartley  on  the  Truth  of 
Christianity,  Propos.  30,  31,  52  and  33. 

f  Vide  Br.  Magee's  work  oa  Atonement  and  Sacrifiee, 
Sermon  II.  with  the  Notes. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4^2  REVIEW    OF 

death;  so  it  most  evidently  prefigured  that 
great  sacrifice,  by  which  Christians  *  "are 
"  sanctified  through  the  offering  of  the  body 
"of  Jesus  Christ  once  for  all." 

This  prefiguration  of  the  Messiah  is  pe- 
culiarly remarkable  in  the  ceremonies  ob- 
served in  the  great  day  of  atoneipent,t  when 
the  High  Priest  entered  once  a  year  into 
'^  the  Holy  of  Holies,  "  not  without  blood, 
"  which  he  offered  for  himself  and  for  the 
errors  of  the  people,  being  (says  the  Apostle 
to  the  Hebrews)  J  **  the  figure  of  him,  who  by 
'^  his  own  blood  entered  in  once  into  the 
holy  place,  having  obtained  eternal  redemp- 
*^  tion  for  us :"  a  redemption  which,  as  the 
Apostle  explains,  essentially  implies  "  a  puri* 
'^  flection  of  the  conscience  from  dead  works 
'*  to  serve  the  living  God.** 

Of  the  three  great  festivals  of  the  Jewish 
Law,  two,  the  Passover,  and  the  feast  of 
Pentecost,  as  they  were  commcmorafvoe  of 
the  deliverance  from  Egypt,  and  the  pro- 
mulgation of  the  Law  on  Sinai;  so  were 
they  as  c\t3i:i[y  figurative  of  the  sacrifice  of 

Christ, 
*  H€b.  X.  10. 

fVide  L^v.  xvi.  with  Heb.  ix>  and  x,  the  twenty-twafint 
Terses :  Dr.  Magee,  from  p.  67  to  69  :  and  Outraai  ul  supra. 
%  Compare  Heb.  iz.  12  and  %5. 
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Christ  and  the  efiusion  of  the  spirit,  by  which 
the  Gospel  was  disseminated  over  the 
world."* 

lis  The 

*  The  analogy  between  the  Paschal  Sacrifice  and  our 
Lord's  suflfering,  between  the  delivery  of  the  Law  and  the 
cifusion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  has  been  remarked  from  the 
earliest  period  of  the  Gospel.  But  it  has  not,  as  far  as  I  can 
recollect,  been  noticed  by  any,  that  our  not  having  as  yet 
discovered  any  event  in  the  history  of  Christianity,  corres- 
ponding to  that  commemorated  in  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles, 
or  any  Christian  festival  similar  to  that  feast ;  instead  of 
supplying  an  instance  of  dissimilitude  between  the  two  sys- 
tems, strongly  confirms  their  perfect  analogy,  when  we 
consider  the  furtlier  progress  of  the  Gospel,  which  the  word 
of  prophecy  leads  us  to  expect. 

This  observation  has  been  suggested  to  me  by  ray  learned 
friend  the  Rev.  Dr.  Elrington,  late  Fellow  of  Trinity  Col- 
lege, Dublin ;  and  who  in  the  course  of  sermons  he  preached 
and  published  as  Donnellan's  Lectii/er,  in  the  year  1796,  has 
so  ably  illustrated  the  truth  of  the  Gospel  miracles,  and  ex- 
posed the  sophistry  of  Hume.  As  his  ideas  on  the  present 
topic  appear  to  me  both  original  and  just,  1  annex  his  own 
statement  of  them. 

*'  That  the  Jews  annually  observed  three  great  festivals 
«'  at  Jerusalem,  and  that  two  of  them,  the  Passover  and  the 
"  Feast  of  Pentecost,  had  a  reference  to  events,  which  were 
"  to  happen  under  the  Christian  dispensation^  is  well  known. 

^  Hence  w^  are  led  to  consider,  whether  the  third  soleni- 
*'  nity  was  of  a  similar  nature  and  has  received  a  similar 
♦*  completion.  This  was  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles,  begin- 
***  ning  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  seventh  month ;  when  for 
•*  seven*  days  all  that  were  Israelites  born  were  to  dwell  in 
^  booths,  in  reniembrance  of  their  dwelling  in  booths  when 
^  they  were  brought  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  on  the 

**  eighth 
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The   Jewish    Law  not  only  prepared  for 
the  introduction, of  the  Gospel,  by  its  types 

and 

"  eighth  day  to  return  to  their  houses,  celebrating  -  it  with 
"  great  rejoicings.     Levit.*  xxiii.  34,  35,  36,  42,  43. 

"  Now  it  is  evident,  that  no  circumstance  attending  the 
"  establishment  of  Christianity,  had  any  resemblance  to  Ac 
"  journey  through  the  wilderness,  and  the  dwelling  there 
"  under  tents ;  nor  has  any  attempt,  I  believe^  been  made, 
*'  to  prove  a  similarity  of  the  sort.  We  must  therefore 
*'  either  admit,  that  this  Feast  of  Tabernacles  differs  from 
"  the  others,  in  having  no  prospective  reference  j  or  we  must 
"  seek  in  some  future  event  its  completion  or  antitype.  And 
"  it  will  probably  incline  us  to  this  latter  opinion,  when  we 
*'  consider,  that  the  Jews  will  undoubtedly  be  brought  back 
'*  to  Judaea  wheu  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  shall  be  come 
"  in  ;  and  if  we  suppose  the  season  of  the  Feast  of  Taber- 
"  nacles,  to  coincide  with  that  of  their  future  return,  as  it 
"  appears  to  have  done  with  their  return  from  the  Ba- 
"  bylonish  Captivity,  we  shall  have  a  fulfilment  of  the  three 
**  Jewish  festivals  completed  finally  in  the  conversion  of  the 
"  Jews  to  Christiauity  ;  which  with  their  return  to  their  own 
"  land,  will  furnish  a  perpetual  caus^  for  thanksgiving 
"  and  religious  observance. 

'<  Of  the  reference  pf  this  festival  to  the  final  restoration 
"  of  the  Jews,  some  of  their  traditions  and  practices  may 
*'  perhaps  afiford  a  further  confirmation.  It  was  their  custom 
'*  on  the  last  ds^  of  the  feast,  to  bring  water  from  the 
"  fountain  of  Siloah,  which  the  priests  poured  on  the  altar, 
*'  singing  the  words  of  Isaiah,  ch,  Ttii.  v.  3.  With  joy  $hdUyfi 
'^  drww  vjater  from  the  fotmtain  of  salvation;  which  words 
"  the  Targum  interprets.  With  joy  shall  ye  receive  a  new  doc» 
*'  trine  from  the  elect  cf  the  just ;  and  they  appear  from  the 
"  preceding  chapter,  to  relate  to  the  final  restoration  of  the 
"  Jews.  The  feast  itself  waa  al^so  called  hosavna,  save  wfi 
*'  beseech  thee  ;  and  was  the  time  vidtien  our  Lord  spoke  the 
*'  remarkable  words  mentioned  in  St.  John,  ch.  vii,  v.  37,  38^ 
''  marking  the  relation  which  th^  ceremony  of  pouring  out 

"  the 
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^nd  prophecies,  and  by  preserving  the  prin- 
ciples of  sound  theology  and  pure  morals; 
which  without  it  would  probably  have  been 
almost  irrecoverably  banished  from  the  earth. 
But  by  the  strictness  of  its  moral  prohibi-  • 
tions,  and  its  denunciations  of  God's  dis- 
pleasure against  sin,  it  probed  and  exposed 
the  moral  maladies  -of  man.  It  proved  to 
him  by  decisive  experience,  his  proneness.to 
violate  the  commands  of  his  God,  even  when 
most  distinctly  promulgated,  and  his  cul- 
pable neglect  of  duties  of  the  most  obvious 
necessity ;  so  that  he  could  not  but  acknow- 
ledge how  infinitely  improbable  it  was,  that 
he  could  by  his  own  unassisted  strength 
escape  sin ;  and  that  consequently  far  from 
being  able  to  claim  eternal  happiness,  as 
a  reward  which  human  merit  might  chal- 
lenge from  divine  justice,  he  was  liable  to 
condemnation  and  punishment. 

Thus 

"  the  water  bore  to  his  ministry.  And  amongst  the  tradi- 
*'  tions  of  the  Jews  we  find,  that  the  defeat  of  Gog  and  Ma- 
*'  gog  shall  fall  out  upon  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles,  or  that 
''  the  consequent  seven  months  cleansing  of  the  land  (Ezek. 
"ch.  xxxix.  V.  12.)  shall  terminate  at  that  period;  and 
"  there  seems  little  reason  to  doubt  the  .reference  of  that 
t*'  prophecy  to  the  final  restoration  of  the  Jews." 
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ITiuB  the  Law  prepared  men  to  hail  with 
fervent  gratitude  the  giad  tidings  of  the 
Gospel  of  peace,  which  offers  the  aid  of 
the  divine  spirit,  to  assist  the  weakness 
'  of  those  who  will  humbly  implore  and  di- 
ligently imprm^e  it ;  and  proclaims  free 
pardon  to  all,  who  repenting  of  their  sinsi 
and  ackuowledging  their  own  inability  to 
escape  from  their  power,  or  expiate  their  guilt, 
embrace  with  iaith  and  joy  those  gracious^ 
terms  of  pardon  and  acceptance,  offered  by 
-the  mediation -of  that  Jesus,  who  was  *^*  de- 
"  livered  for  their  offences  and  raised  again 
"for  their  justification ;**  who  still  liveth  to 
make  interceswon  for  us :  thus  destroying 
the  power  of  death,  and  f  '^  bringing  life 
**  and  immortality  to  light."  Not  that  in  thd 
Gospel  the  doctrine  of  a  resurrection  and  a  fu- 
ture retribution  was^rst  promulgated,  (for  they 
were  intimated  by  Moses  and  clearly  taught 
by  the  Prophets,)  but  because    the  means  X 

of 

*  Rom.  ir.  25.  f  2  Tim.  i.  10, 

\  I  am  aware  that  commentators  in  general  interpret  this 
terse  solely  of  the  GospePs  bringing  to  light  the  doctrine  of 
life  and  inmiortality ;  and  Warburton  advances  as  an  irre- 
fbtaljle  argument,  that  as  it  was  reserved  to  be.«o  brought  to 
light  by  tho  Gospel,  it  must  have  b^en  unknown  under  the' 

the 
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0f  securing  /j/e  and  immortdlity  were  then 
first  clearly   and   satisfactorilj/  ascertained^ 

and 

the  Old  Testament.  ^Now  as  I  think  I  have  proved  it  was 
not  unknown  under  the  Old  Testament,  (vide  supra.  Part 
III.  Lect.  IV.)  it  follows  it  was  not  reserved  to  b^  brought  to 
light  by  the  Gospel  alone.  Undoubtedly  where  the  Jewish 
religion  was  unknown,  the  doctrine  was  first  clearly  promul- 
gated by  the  Gospel,  and  even  amongst  the  Jews  it  was  sup- 
ported by  such  additional  miracles  and  examp1es>  as  threw 
round  it  abrightness  of  donviction^  compared,  with  which  the 
assent  previously  yielded  to  it  was  doubtful  and  dim.  So  that 
this  expression  may  bear  the  sense  usually  given  it,  without 
supporting  the  inference  which  Warburton  would  deduce 
from  it.  But  I  cannot  but  think  the  Apostle  meant  to  ex- 
press much  more  than  a  bare  promulgation  of  the  doctrine  of 
life  and  immortality.  He  encourages  his  beloved  Son  in  the 
Gospel,  to  perseverance  in  the  faith,  for  which  he  himself 
chearfully  sustained  persecution  and  bonds ;  and  for  this 
purpose  he  describes  in  the  strongest  tertns  the  blessedness 
of  a  true  Christian's  temper,  views  and  hopes.  "  God  (says 
he)  "  hath  not  given  us  the  spirit  of  fear,  but  of  power  an4 
"  of  love,  and  of  a  sound  mind,'*  i'.  e.  strength  to  resist  evil, 
derived  from  the  assistance  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  accompanied 
with  a  sincere  and  active  love  of  God,  and  a  just  discrimi- 
nation of  things,  which  clearly  recognizes  the  superiority  of 
future  and  heavenly  objects  above  present  and  sensual :  thus 
comprehensively  describing  a  perfect  Christian;  whose  will  ijs 
rectified,  whose  affections  are  purified,  and  whose  under- 
standing is  spiritualty  enlightened.  To  attain  or  preserve 
such  a  character  is  the  most  glorious  object  of  human  ambi- 
tion ;  *'  Be  not  thou  therefore  (says  the  Apostle)  ashamed  of 
*'  the  testimony  of  our  Lord,  nor  of  me  his  prisoner ;  but 
"  be  thou  partaker  of  the  aftlictions  of  the  Gospel,  accord- 
"  ing  to  the  power  of  Ged,  who  hath  saved  and  called  us 

"  with 
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and    placed    within   the    reach    of  all    who 
would    embrace   the  gracious   offers  of  par- 
don 

"  with  an  holy  calling,  not  according  to  onr  works,  but  ac- 
"  cording  to  his  own  purpose  and  grace,  whicti  was  gi?en 
"  us  in  Christ  Jesus  before  the  world  began  ;  but  is  now 
'*  made  manifest  by  the  appearing  of  our-  Saviour 
*'  Jesus  Christ,  who  hath  abolished  death,  and  hath  brought 
*'  life  and  immortality  to  light  through  the  Gospel ;  where- 
"^unto  I  am  appointed  a  Preacher,  and  an  Apostle  and  a 
**  Teacher  of  the  Gentiles/'  Now  is  it  not  evident,  that  the 
Apostle  here  means  to  unfold  the  whole  scheme  of  the  Gos- 
pel, the  eternal  purpose  of  God  to  admit  in  the  fullness  of 
time  the  Gentries  into  his  church,  notwithstanding  their 
antecedent  idolatries  and  crimes :  the  abolition  of  death 
by  depriving  it  of  its  terroi-s  and  its  sting,  and  redeem- 
ing men  from  the  power  of  death  eternal ;  and  aid 
to  secure  eternal  life,  arising  from  that  spirit  of  power 
and  love  and  religious  wisdom,  with  which  divine  grace 
supplies  the  true  Christian.  It  is  not  then  the  simple  pro- 
mulgation of  the  doctrine  of  a  future  life  which  the  Apostle 
here  understands ;  but  a  promulgation  of  it,  accompanied 
with  such  clear  instruction  how  to  seek,  and  such  merciful 
assistance  to  obtain  life  and  immortality^  as  were  now 
first  brought  to  light  by  the'  Gospel.  Thus,  to  adopt  the 
words  of  the  pious  Doddridge,  "  hath  Jesus  Christ  in  effect 
^'  abolished  death,  hath  deposed  it  from  its  tyrannical  empire, 
"  and  thrown  a  light  on  the  important  doctrine  of  life  and 
'*  immortality  by  the  Gospel,  which  gives  us  a  more  express 
"  assurance  and  a  more  Ifvely  view  of  it,  than  any  former 
"  dispensation  had  ever  done  or  could  possibly  do/'  Vide 
also  Parkhurst's  es;position  of  this  passage  as  quoted  by 
Dodd  in  loc. :  Bishop  Sherlock's  opinion  in  opposition  to , 
Warburton,  illustrated  and  vindicated  by  Dr.  Parry,  in  big 
defence  of  the  Bishop  of  London :  and  the  judicious  Benson 
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don  and  mercy  held  out  by  the  Redeemer 
of  man. 

Such  is  the  strict  unity*  of  design  and 
the  accurate  harmony  of  parts,  between  the 
Jewish  and  the  Christian  schemes,  so  clearly 
establishing  their  common  and  heavenly  ori- 
ginal. As  the  period  approached  when  the 
promised  Messiah  was  to  appear,  we  have 
seen  this  unity  and  harmony  display  itself 
in  more  illustrious  characters.  The  visible 
and  immediate  interference  of  Providence  in 
rewarding  virtue  and  punishing  vice,  seems 
to  have  been  gradually  f  withdrawn  from 
amongst  the  Jews  after  the  Babylonish  Cap- 
tivity; and  the  expectations  of  a  future  re- 
tribution, now  plainly  J  and  authoritatively 
established  by  their  sacred  writers,  left  to 
operate   in  its  room;    so  that  at  the   time 

of 

iti  his  paraphrase  and  notes  on  this  passage,  who  admits 
**  the  Jews  had  expectations  of  a  resurrection  even  before 
"  the  coming  of  our  Saviour,  and  refers  to  Matt  xxii.  32, 
''  and  Dan.  xii.  2.;  but  the  more  full  and  clear  discovery  is 
"  owing  to  the  Christian  Revelation." 

*  Vide  Hartley  on  the  Truth  of  Christianity,  Propos.  26, 
35,  36,  37,  38. 

t  Vide  Warburton,  Book  IV.  sect.  iv. :  Maccabees,  Book 
I.  ch.  ii.  38.  and  ch.  vi.  from  4^  to  60. 

J  Vide  supra.  Part  III.  Lect.  IV.  particularly  sect,  ii. 
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of  CHIF  Lord'^  appieaiftnce,  these  expectations 
were  a  leading  article  of  the  popular  creed; 
aind  when  promulgated  anevr  with  additional 
miracles^  to  impress  them  ob  isaankitul  in 
geneml,  found  amongst  the  Jew&  minds 
prepared  to  receive  them,  wherever  woridly 
views  or  vjcidus  propensities  did  not  resist 
and  defeat  the  influence  of  truth. 

Thus  also  the  gracious  intention  of  Pro- 
videiice,  to  admit  the   heathen   world  into 
the  church,    and  for    tliis  purpose  abrogate 
that  ritual  which  formed  tlie  wall  of  sepa- 
latiOn  excluding  them,  was  gradually*  more 
plamly  notified;  until  by  th6  last  Prophets 
it    was    distinctly    announced;   and    as   w^ 
perceive,    clearly   understood  by  all,  whoni 
national  pride  and  prejudice  did  not  mduce 
to  close  their  eyes  against  the  light  Of  this 
we  find  signal  instances  in  John  the  Baptist 
and  the  devout  Gornelius;  and  certainly  there 
were  multitudes  of  others  amongst  the  Jews 
and  Gentiles,  who  like  them  looked  for  sal- 
vation by  the  appearance  of  that  MessiaJv 
"  who  was    to  be   a    light    to  -lighten  the 
**  Gentiles,  and  the  glory  of  his  people  Israel;" 

and 

-f  Vide  the  fiivt  Section  of  this  Lecture. 
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and    we    know    that   the   whole  nation  of 
the  Samaritans  acknowledged  the  same  truth. 

As  this  glorious  aera  drew  near,  we  see 
various  events  crowding  on  our  observance 
prqiaratory  to  its  arrival;  the  translation, 
of  the  Jewish  Scriptures  into  Greek ;  the 
general  expectation  of  a  great  king  to  arise 
in  Judseah,  diffused  over  the  East ;  the  in- 
creasing light  of  philosophy ;  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Roman  empire;  all  combine  to 
prepare  for  arid  facilitate  the  promulgation 
of  the  Gospel.  But  still  the  Jewisf  are  the 
more  immediate  instruments  whom  God 
meant  to  employ  in  effecting  his  gracious  pur- 
poses; and  accordingly  we  find  that  after 
the  Babylonish  Captivity,  they  are  rapidly 
prepared  to  act  their  part,  in  the  great  and 
important  change  which  now  approached. 

It  is  certain  that  in  the  interval  between 
the  Babylonish  Captivity  and  the  advent  of 
the  Messiah,  the  Jews  were  gradually  settled 
and  multiplied,  not  only  in  Egypt;  but  in 
all  Asia,  Greece,  Italy,  and  the  western 
regions  of  Europe.     The  Jevvish  historian  *^ 

cites 

*  Vide  Josephus*  Antiquities,  Book  IV.  ch.  x.,  where 
extracts  from  the  original  decrees  are  given  :  also  Book 
XVL  ch.  ii.  and  XIX.  ch.  v. :  also  LardnerV  Credibility, 
Parti.  Book  II.  ch,  ii,  and  iii. 
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cites  numerous  decrees  of  the  magistrates^ 
the  senate,  and  the  emperors  of  Rome,  en- 
couraging and  protecting  them.  Julius  Catsar 
ordered  that  tables  of  brass,  containing  his 
decrees  to  this  eftect,  should  be  fixed  up 
in  the  Capitol,  and  communicated  to  the 
quaestors  and  praetors  where  the  Jews  re-» 
sided.  We  find  similar  decrees  formed  by, 
OF  directed  to  the  governors  and  people  of 
Ephesus,  Sardis  and  Miletus,  Athens  and 
Pergamus,  as  well  as  the  islands  of  the 
JEgean  Sea :  and  we  have  the  most  decided 
classical  authorities,  *  to  prove  the  multi- 
tude 

*  Vide  Horat.  Sat.  Lib.  I.  Satyra  ix.  line  69,  70,  and  7K 

and  still  more  expressly  Sat.  iv*  Line  140. 

"  Multa  Poetarum  vcniet  manus  auxilio  quia/ 

*'  Sit  mihi,  nam  multo  plures  8umu$,  ac  veluti 

*'  Judsei  cogemus  in  banc  concedere  turbam." 

And  Sat.  v.  Line   100;    wbei:e  tbe  *'  credat  Judaeug 

"  Apella'*  is,  used  as  a  proverbial  expression,  opposed  to  the 

incredulity  of  the  Epicureans,   The  sarcasm  of  Persius,  Sat. 

T.  184. 

*'  Recutitaque  sabbata  palles,'' 

equally  shews  the  prevalence  of  the  Jewish  opinions.    Vide 

also  Martial*s  Epigram,  Lib.  IV.  iv.  '*  Jejunia  sabbatario- 

•'  rum,"  &c.  and  various  passages  of  Juvertal,  Sat.  lit.  Line 

13,  Sat,  VI.  158,  and  from  Line  541  to  546,  and  particu1ai:1y 

Sat.  XIV.  from  95  to  105.  Vide  also  Lard ner's  Credibility 

Part  I.  Book  I.  ch.  ii.  on  the  State  of  the  Jews  in  Judaea, 

which  gives  also  much  information  on  the  general  state  of  the 

nation  in  Egypt  and  elsewhere  ;  but  especially  his  second 

chapter,  on  the  State  of  the  Jews  out  of  Judaea.    Vide^  also 

Tacitus  Annal.  Lib.  II.  cap.  Ixxxv. :  Suetonius  Vita  Tiberii, 

cap.  XXXV  i. 
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tude  of  the  Jews  at  Rome,  the  number  of 
their  proselytes,  and  the  popularity  of  their 
opinions. 

As  the  Jews  were  thus  dispersed  and 
situated,  so  that  they  might  most  generally 
spread  their  opinions,  there  is  also  reason 
to  believe  that  their  general  character  and 
conduct  especially  in  heathen  countries,  were 
such  as  to  recommend  them ;  they  seem  in 
general  to  have  been  humble  and  rational, 
peaceable  and  industrious,  *  ^V  Natural  jus- 
*^  tice  (says  their  Historian)  is  most  to  the 
**  advantage  of  all  men  equally,  Greeks  and 
**  Barbarians,  to  which  our  Laws  have  the 
"greatest  regard;  and  thereby  render  us^ 
*^  if  we  abide  in  them  after  a  pure  manner, 
"  benevolent  and  friendly  to  all  men ;  on 
**  which  account  we  have  reason  to  expect 
**  the  like  return  from  others,  and  to  in- 
**  form  them  that  they  ought  not  to  esteem 
"  difference  of  positive  institutions,  a  sufl&* 
"  cient  cause  of  alienation,  but  join  with 
"  us  in  the  pursuit  of  virtue  and  probity,'' 

3y  this  providential  distribution  and  set- 
tlement of  the  Jews,  in   almost   every  part 

of 

*  Vide  similar  sentiments  in  the  conclusion  of  the  second 
Book  against  Apion :  and  Antiquities^  Book  IV.  ch.  viii. 
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of  th€  civilized  woxld ;  they  were  everywhere 
to  be  fotiiid  csinying^  wWi  them  their  Lav 
and  their  Prophets,  establishing  their  syna^ 
gogues,     celebrating    their   sabbaths,     bear- 
ing  constant    testimony    to  the   unity   the 
•supremacy  and  the  providence  of  God,  in 
opposition  to    Pagan  superstition   and   ido- 
latry; and  numbers  of  them  declaring  their 
firm  belief  in  a  future  state  of  retribution :  while 
all  maintained  a  constant    connection  witl? 
Jerusalem,    attended     Uiere     at    the    three 
great  festivals,  whenever  it  was  practicable, 
»ent  thither  their  pious  and  charitable  con- 
tributions,   and  universally    gloried   in    the 
expectation  of  that  Messiah,   "who  was  to 
*'  be   a  light  to  lighten    the    Gentiles,*'  as 
well  as  "  the  glory  of  his  people  Israel." 

The  influence  of  such  a  preparation  for 
the  reception  and  diffusion  of  the  Gospel, 
must  have  been  great  and  salutary ;  every- 
where its  preachers  found  synagogues,  where 
ttke  Law  and  the  Prophets  were  expounded 
each  sabbath ;  everywhere  they  found  not 
only  Jews,  but  proselytes  of  righteousness, 
who  without  binding  themselves  under  the 
heavy  yoke  of  the  Mosaic  ritual,  acknow- 
ledged 
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ledged  tlie  great  truths  of  natural  religion,, 
and  complied  with  the  sacred  precepts  of 
the  moral  Law;  everywhere  some,  like  the 
officer*  of  Candace  queen  of  Ethiopia,  studied 
the  Scriptures;  others  there  were  hke  the  de* 
vout  Cornelius,  t  "  who  feared  God  with  ail  his 
"  house,  and  gave  much  alms  to  the  people, 
"and  prayed  to  God  always.''  Hence  tlie 
preachers  of  Christianity  almost  everywhere 
instantly  found  hearers,  who  could  understand 
and  feel  their  addresses.  Thus  at  Antioch 
in  Pisidia,  Paul  and  Barnabas  :J;  were  invited 
to  preach  by  the  rulers  of  the  synagogue; 
and  after  the  Jews  went  out  of  it,  **  the 
**  Gentiles  and  neligious  proselytes  besought 
*^  that  these  words  might  be  preached  to 
"  them  the  next  sabbath :  and  on  that  day 
"  came  almost  the  whole  city  together  to 
"  liear  the  word  of  God."  Thus  also  at 
Iconium,)!  when  these  Apostles  went  to  the 
synagogue,  they  found  an  audience  not  only 
of  Jews  but  of  Gentiles, "  (who  were  un^ 
doubtedly  such  proselytes)  and  "  when  they 
*'  had  preadied,    a  multitude  both  of  Jews 

and 

*  Acts,  viiL  27,  &c.  fM^.  x.  J  Ibid.  xiii.  15,. 

42  and  44..         ||  Ibid.  xiy.  1,  2  and  3. 
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**  and  Greeks  believed."  Thus  again  at 
Thessalonica,  *  "  of  the  Jews  some  believed, 
*^  and  of  the  devout  Greeks  a  great  multi- 
"  tude,  and  of  the  chief  women  not  a  few." 
And  finally  we  see  that  f  "  at  Jerusalem 
"were  dwelling  Jews,  devout  men  out  of 
"  every  nation  under  heaven ;"  who  were 
attracted  by  the  very  first ,  sound  of  the 
Gospel  of  Christ,  for  when  the  Apostles 
"  were  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  be- 
**gan  to  speak  with  tongues  as  the  spirit 
"  gave  them  utterance.  The  multitude  came 
*•  together,  and  were  confounded,  because 
**  every  man  heard  them  speak  in  his  own 
"language;  Parthiansand  Medes,  and  Elam- 
**  mites,  and  the  dwellers  in  Mesopotamia, 
"  and  Judaea  and  Cappadocia,  in  Pontus  and 
^  Asia,  Phrygia  and  Pamphylia,  in  Egypt 
"and  in  the  parts  of  Libya  about  Cyrene, 
"  and  strangers  of  Rome,  Jews  and  Prose- 
"lytes,  Cretes  and  Arabians,  exclaimed,  we 
"do  hear  them  speak  in  our  tongues  the 
**  wonderful  works  of  God," 

Of  this  assembly,    which   may  be  consi- 
dered   as   a   collective    representation  of  all 

the 

*  Acts^  xvii.  I,  2,  3  and  4.  f  Ibid,  li. 
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the  nations  of  the  earth,  three  tiiotisand 
souls  converted  on  this  memorable  day,  and 
^t  least  two  thousand*  on  a  second  illustrious 
miracle  within  a  few  days  after,  formed  a 
body  of  missionaries,  to  bear  to  their  re- 
spective countries  the  tidings  of  the  appear- 
ance of  that  promised  Messiah,  "  in  whom 
**  all  the  kindreds  of  the  earth  were  to  be 
"  blessed :"  a  promise  which  in  these  signal 
instances  began  to  be  so  conspicuously  ve- 
rified. 

The  rejection  of  Christianity  by  the 
great  bulk  of  the  Jewish  nation,  assuredly 
forms  no  valid  objection  to  the  connec- 
tion and  consistency  of  the  Law  and 
the  Gospel,  This  rejection  was  not  f  ob- 
scurely intimated  by  the  Prophets,  was  ejc- 
pressly  J  predicted  by  our  Lord;  and  was 
jl  the  natural    consequence  of  that  national 

VOL.  ir.  K  k  ambition, 

*  Acts,  iv.  i. 

f  Vide  Doddridge's  Lect.  Lect.  cxxx.  Prop.  1 12.,  Isaiah, 
*x1ix.  16,  11.  Hi.  the  entire,  liii.  I  to  9,  and  the  passages' 
quoted  in  the  first  section  of  this  Lecture^ 

J  Matthew,  xvi.  21.  xxvi.  2.  and  the  parallel  passages. 

II I  refer  for  a  full  refutation  of  the  objection  against  the 
truth  of  the  Gospel  history,  derived  from  the  rejection  of 
Christianity  by  the  Jews,  to  two  Sermons  lately  preached  in 

the 
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ambition,  ithat  caraal  and  worldly  temper, 
which  induced  the  great  bulk  of  the  Jewish 
people  to  misunderstand  and  misinterpret 
the  prophecies;  by  directing*  their  attention 
exclusively  to  those  predictions,  which  speak 
of  the  supremacy  and  extent  of  the  Mes- 
siah's kingdom,  and  which  they  undersood 
of  a  temporal  instead  of  a  spiritual  reign, 
by  which  the  Jewish  nation,  as  they  vainly 
imagined,  was  to  be  rescued  from  tiie  Roman 
yoke,  and  exalted  to  the  dominion  of  tho' 
world;  while  they  wilfully  overlooked  the 
equally  clear*  predictions  of  the  same  Mes- 
siah's humiliation  and  sufferings,  and  the 
express  declarations,  that  the  newf  dispen- 
sation should  not  be  confined  to  one  chosen 
people,  like  ^  the  old ;  but  should  embrace 
without  distinction  all  nations,  \\^io,  accord- 
to  the  original  promise  of  God  to  the  great 
Patriarch  Abraham,  were  to  "  be  blessed  in 
his  seed."     But  the  true  interpretation  and 

applicatloa 

the  chapel  of  Triaity  College^  hy  Dr.  Elrington,  aod  to  be 
immediately  published  at  the  desire  of'  the  Prorost  and 
l^niojr  Fellows.  I  have  only  taken  such  a  brief  view  of  it 
as  my  subject  indispensably  wjuired.  Vide  also  Lardaer'i 
Collection  of  Jewish  Testimonies,  ch.  ii.  and  vii. 

*  Vide  particularly  Psalm  xxii.  and  Isaiah  liii. 

f  Vide  the  last  section  of  this  Lecture. 
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application  of  the  prophecies  is  not  obscured, 
or  the  proof  of  .divine  foreknowledge  and 
co-operation  .  in  the  establishment  of  the 
Gospel  arising  from  them  subverted,  by  the 
errors  or  the  obstinacy  of  the  Jews.  The 
prophecies  are  open  to  our  inspection  as 
well  as  theirs ;  and  when  by  combining  the 
temporal  humiliation  with  the  spiritual  domi- 
nion of  the  Messiah,  both  which  the  Gospel 
attests,  we  perceive  all  the  predictions  re- 
specting him  accomplished,  however  appa- 
rently opposite;  the  proof  thence  result- 
ing is  the  more  decisive,  as  it  was  more 
difficult  for  mere  human  sagacity  to  anti- 
cipate, or  mere  human  agency  to  produce 
so  extraordinary  a  coincidence. 

The  rejection  of  the  Gospel  by  the  Jews 
is  indeed  so  far  from  weakening,  that  it 
greatly  confirms  the  proof  from  prophecy, 
by  establishing  the  authenticity  and  uncor- 
ruptedness  of  these  great  records  of  divine 
trutli,  of  -which  ♦  the  Jews  are  unsuspected, 
because  hostile  vouchers-  Had  their  nation 
universally  or  genejally  embiaced  the  Gospel 
at  its  tiist  publication,  the  sceptic  might 
with  some  plausibility,  alledge,  that  the  pfo^ 
.   k:  k.2  phpcies  ' 
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phecies  might  have  been  fabricated  or  altered^ 
1o  Jit  them  to  the  events;  the  contrary 
18  vow  CERTAIN.  And  so  great  is  the 
importance  of  this  circumstance^  (as  appears 
to  me)  to  establish  the  truth  of  Christi* 
aiiity;  that  I  firmly  believe  it  to  be  one 
.  of  the  great  causes,  why  the  national 
conversion  of  the  Jews  is  delayed  *  "  until 
*'  the  fullness  of  the  Gentiles  shall  come  in.** 
They  are  to  continue  the  guardians  of  the 
prophetic  records,  till  these  shall  have  had 
their  contents  examined,  and  their  appli- 
cation ascertained,  by  every  other  nation 
in  the  world. 

A  little  reflection  will  also  evince,  that 
the  rejection  of  Christianity  by  the  Jewish 
nation,  does  not  subvert,  but  on  the  con- 
trary confirms  the  certainty  of  the  miracles 
recorded  in  the  Gospel  history.  It  not  only 
appears  from  that  history,  f  but  from  the 
admission  j;  of  the  Jews  themselves,  that 
the  cotemporaries  of  these  miracles  did  not 

deny 

*  Rom.  xi.  25, 

t  Matt.  ix.  34.  xii.  24.  Mark  iii.  22.  Luke  xi.  15.  and 
the  corresponding  passages. 

X  Vide  Wagenseil's  Tela  Ignea  SatansB,  and  Lardner'i 
Jewish-Testimonies,  ch.  y,  and  Tii. 
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deny  their  performance^  but  on  the  contrary 
adnaitted  it;  though  they  would  not  upon 
their  evidence  embrace  the  Gospel,  because 
they  conceived  this  contrary  to  the  Mosaic 
Law,  whose  pbligation  their  carnal  and  am- 
bitious views  led  them  to  l^elieve  was  eter- 
nal, and  which  they  conceived  no  miracles 
*  could  prove  was  abrogated.  They  there- 
fore contented  themselves  with  asserting; 
that  the  miracles  of  Christ  and  his  Apostles 
must  be  ascribed  to  magical  mfluence,  dia- 
bolical agency,  or  the  mysterious  potency 
of  the  ineffable  name  of  God,  which  they 
conceived  our  Lord  had  learned  to  pronounce. 
But  these  opinions  of  the  Jews  affect  not 
the  re^ty  or  greatness  ef  the  GospA 
miracles:  we  can  judge  as  clearly  as  they 
could  possibly  do,  whether  the  Scriptures 
describe  the  Mosaic  Law  as  of  strictly  eter- 
nal obligation,  or  on  the  contrary  represent 
it  as  designed  to  introduce  a  more  perfect 
and  unii'ersal  religion;  and  our  improved 
reason  and  philosophic  knowledge  reject 
without    hesitation    the   wild    and     absurd 

causes, 

^  Vide  Limborcbi  Collntio  cuQi  Orobio>    $    Scriptum 
Judsei,  Nupa.  iii.  p.  13}^ 
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causes,  to  which  they  impu*ed  works,  which 
thQ  fair  and  ctndid  reasonfers  amongst  therii* 
selves  confessed,  "  no  man  could  do  except 
God  was  with  \nm"  • 

In  truth,  the  hostiUty  of  the  Jewish  nation 
to  Christianity  from  the  first,  confirms  the 
truth  of  the  Gospel  miracles.  .  Had  the  Jews 
been  universally  or  even  generally  converted 
by  them,  the  sceptic  might  argue  with  some 
appearance  of  probability,  that  the  facts  had 
been  invented  or  exaggerated  to  gratify  the 
national,  propensity,  credited  without  exaiui^ 
nation 'or  proof,  and  all  enquiry  into  tliem 
checked,  ^t  the  only  period  when  enquiry  could 
have  detected  imposition.  On  the  contrary, 
we  are  now  certain,  that  the  Gospel  mir 
racles  were  wrought  in  the  presence  of  encr 
mies,  *  and  thus  subjected  to  the  severest 
scrutiny,  and  that  they  carried  with  them 
conviction  to  multitudes,  notwithstanding 
the  fiercest  opposition  which  national  prejiir 
dice,    bigotry   and    yic^    could   exdte,   and 

the 

*  The  AuthcM-  begs  leave  to*refer  to  a  Work  published 
by  him  in  the  year  1798/  "  to  prove  the  Apostles  and  Evari;* 
f     "  gelists  were  not  Enthusiasts,"^  for  a  detail  of  particular  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  <iospel  miracles,  cbap.  i.  parti** 
cularly  sect.  iv.  and  chap.  ii.  sect.  i. 
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the  strictest  research  which  could  be  formed 
by  the  most  vigilant  hostility. 

Undoubtedly  the  most  powerful  cause  of 
the  rejection  of  the  Gospel  by  the  Jews, 
was  the  deplorably  vicious  and  depraved 
character  of  the  nation  at  large,  *  so  strongly 
attested  by  their  oWn  historian,  and  incon- 
trovertibly  established  by  the  facts  which 
Jie  relates.  ,  And  this  depravity,  it  may  be 
daid)  disproves  every  thing  I  have  adduced 
to  shew,  that  Judaism  was  designed  or  adapt- 
ed to  prepare  for  the  reception  of  the  Gos- 
pel. But  let  it  be  remembered,  that  not- 
withstanding this  allowed  depravity  of  the 
Jews  in  general,  it  has  been  provedf  that 
amongst  them  were  preserved  the  principles 
of  true  theology  and  pure  morals,  which 
the  Gospel  adopts,  and  which  were  banish- 
ed from  all  mankind  beside.  Let  it  be  re- 
membered, that  amongst  them  an4  the  various 
descriptions  of  persons  connected  with  and 
enlightened  by  their  religion,  the  Gospel  found 
its  first  teachers  and  hearers,  its  first  con- 
verts 

*  Vide  Josephus  History  of  the  Jewish  War,  particularly 
Book  IV,  V,  and  VI. :  or  Lardner's  judicious  view  of  his 
testimony  to  the  fulfilment  of  our  Lord's  predictions,  in  his 
Jewish  Testimonies,  ch.  iii, 
+  Vide  supra,  Part  IJ, 
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verts  and  dnissionaries ;  and  that  the  nobleat 
and  pure3t  principles  of  ^ty  adorned  these 
great  instruments,  employed  by  God  for 
dispensing  his  mercies  to  mankind;  instru- 
ments which  through  every  other  region  of 
the  world  would  have  been  sought  in  vain. 
Finally  let  us  recollect  the  great  probability, 
that  the  Gospel  attracted,  and  as  it  were 
detached  from  the  Jewish  nation  every  thing 
pure  and  pious,  candid  and  virtuous;  and 
left  behind  the  dregs  and  dross  alone,  the 
hypocritical  Pharisees,  the  Epicurean  Sad- 
ducees,  the  worldly-minded  Herodians,  the 
fierce  zealots,  the  depraved  and  seditious 
rabble.  Thus  according  to  the  intimation 
of  its  divine  founder,  sifting  the  chaff  from 
the  wheat,  sepai-ating  the  tares  from  the 
good  seed,  *  *'  gathering  the  one  into  his 
"  barn,  and  consuming  the  other  with  fire 
"  unquenchable." 

In  truth,  after  the  Jewish  nation  had 
obstinately  rejected  the  Messiah,  rebelled 
against  his  authority,  and  in  opposition  to 
his  religion  maintained,  .tliat  the  perpetual 
observance  of  the  Mosaic  ritual  was  an  in- 
dispensable condition  of  divine  acceptance, 

and 

•  MatUicw,  Hi.  12.  xiii.  30. 
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and  their  own  nation  exclusively  the  chosen 
people  of  God.  It  was  indispensably  neces* 
saiy  to  put  an  end  to  their  national  esta-» 
blishmenty  and  destroy  that  temple  with 
which  the  observance  of  their  ritual  was 
essentially  connected;  in  order  to  maintain 
the  universal  sovereignty  of  the  Messiah,  in 
opposition  to  their  rebellion,  as  well  as  to 
prevent  all  possibility  of  corrupting  Chris^i 
tianity  by  the  adoption  of  their  errors,  and 
of  their  now  burthensome  because  useless  ce- 
remonies. Whoever  observes  the  struggles 
of  the  Judaizing  Christians,  thus  to  en- 
cumber  the  religion  of  Christ,  and  the  ex- 
treme difficulty  vrith  which  their  efforts  were 
resisted,  even  by  direct  revelation  and  Apos- 
tolic authority,  in  the  very  first  and  purest 
aera  of  the  church,  will  easily  perceive  the 
necessity  of  this  precaution,  to  preserve  the 
purity  and  extend  the  dominion  of  the 
Gospd;  and  that  in  this  view,  *  *'  through 
*^  the  iall  of  the  Jews  salvation  is  come  unto 
*'  the  Gentiles.'* 

To  CONCLUDE,  when  we  observe  the  nature 
and  the  unity  of  the  grand  design,  which 

pervades 
*  Homans,  xi.  IK 
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pervades  and  connects  itbe  Jewish  and  the 
Christian  Scriptures,  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  describe  the  progress  and  conduct  of  this 
design ;  it  seems  scarcely  possible  lo  doubt 
their  divine  original.  The  design*  is  that  of 
bringing  all  mankind  to  an  exalted^  pure  and 
spiritual  happiness,  by  teachiag,  enforcing  and 
exciting  in  them  love  and  obedience  to 
the  one  true  God,  As  this  grand  object  is 
perfectly  singular  and  unparalleled!,  no  other 
system  of  religion  so  much  as  professing 
to  att^npt  it,  (except  such  as  have  plainlyf 
borrowed  it  frqffi  the  Scriptures,  and  at  the 
same  time  debased  it  with  the  intermixture 
of  human  error  and  depravity,)  so  tlie  manner 
in  which  the  scriptures  describe  ,this  scheme 
to  have  been  conducted,  is  also  such  as  no 
human  invention  can  be  supposed  to  have 
formed,  and  no  human  contrivance  could 
have  effected. 

Indeed  when   we  contemplate  the  Jewish 
and  Christian  dispensations  united  in  one  sys- 
tem, 

*  Vide  Hartley's  excellent  Tract  on  the  Truth  of  Chris- 
liaaity.  Prop.  26>  37  ^nd  38 

f  Vide  what  was  said  in  Part  III.  Lcct.  V.  sect.  i.  p.  390 
t*  the  ^nd,  on  the  religious  of  Zoroaster  and  Mahomet. 
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tem,  which  extended  its  views  backward  to 
tlie  creation,  and  forward  to  the  final  catas  - 
trophe  of  the  haman  race:  when  we  perceive 
that  it  connects  these  grands  events  by  ascrib- 
ing both,  with  all  the  intermediate  gradations 
which  cdmbiue  them,  to  the  same  great  Author, 
even  the  SON  of  god;"  *'^  by  whom  all  things 
were  made,"  who  is  the  *^  only  mediator 
between  God  and  man,"  and  who  in  the 
**  fullness  of  time  forsaking  that  glory^  which 
^^  he  had  with  the  Father  before  the  world 
^^  was,"  took  our  nature  upon  him,  that  he 
might  live  to  instruct,  and  die  to  redeem 
mai^kind,  and  has  ascendecl  ir^to  heaven, 
there  to  make  intercession  for  us ;  whence 
he  will  return  again  in  power  and  great 
glory  to  judge  the  world,  f  and  to  render  to 
^^  every  man  according  to  his  deeds :  to 
^*  them  who  by  patient  continuance  in  well- 
^^  doing,  seek  for  glory  and  honour  and  im- 
"  mortality,  eternal  life;  but  unto  them  that 
''are  contentious  and  do  not  obey  the  truth, 

but 

*  Vide  John,  i.  14  first  verses:  1  Cor.  xv.  16  to  28 :  Phil, 
ii.  5  to  11  :  Col.  i.  13  tofiS :  1  Tim.  25  :  Dan.  vii.  13  and 
14:  Rev.  i.  5  to  8  :  xi.  15  to  19 :  xv.  3  to  5,  and  xix.  an^ 
XX :  vide  also  Butler's  Analogy,  Part  II.  chs.  iv  and  v. 

f  Bom.  ii.  9. 
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^'  but  obey  onrighteousness,  indignation  and 
'^  wradi :  tribulation  and  anguish  upcm  every 
**  soul  of  man  that  doeth  evil,  of  the  Jew 
'^  fir&t^  and  also  of  the  Gentile ;  but  glory 
"  honour  and  peace  to  every  man  who  work- 
^'eth  good,  to  the  Jew  first,  ai^  also  to 
•'  the  Gentile :  for  there  is  no  respect  of 
*^  persons  with  God.  When  we  see  that 
the  Scriptures  represent  this  Diyine  Being 
as  the  center  in  whom  all  reveUtions  meet, 
the  great  agent  on  whom  all  human  expec- 
tations depend;  when  we  view  the  scheme  car- 
ried on  under  this  supreme  Lord  and  King,  ac- 
cording to  the  Seriptures,  with  an  uninterrupt- 
ed progress  from  the  creation  to  this  hour, 
and  still  evidently  progressive ;  exhibiting  the 
church  of  Christ,  and  the  Jewish  naticm  which 
rejects  that  Christ,  as  rendered  equally  subver- 
vient  to  this  grand  design  of  Providence; 
by  which  ♦  "  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  will 
**  finally  become  the  kingdoms  of  the  Lord 
•^and  of  his  Christ:"  and  the  triumph  of 
grace  here  will  prepare  for  the  kingdom  of 
glory  hereafter.  Whenive  contemplate  all  this, 
can  we  avoid  exclaiming  with  the  Apostle^ 
^  *'  O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  ,wis- 

'^dom 

f  ReTel.  xi.  15.  f  Bom.  xu  SS. 
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"  dom  and  knowledge  of  God ;  how  unsearch* 
**  able  are  his  judgments,  and  his  ways  past 
"  finding  out  For  who  hath  known  the  mind 
"  of  the  Lord,  or  who  hath  been  his  coun* 
**  sellor,  or  who  hath  first  given  to  him, 
"  and  it  shall  be  recompensed  unto  him 
*^  again  ?  For  of  him,  and  thrpugh  him, 
**  and  to  him  are  all  things,  to  whom  be 
"  glory  for  ever.     Amen.'* 


F  I  N  I  $• 
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